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MAY    DAY    ON    IISIIEU    CUKKK 


/^M)  Pod  Reward  lia(Iliv(>(l  (.ti  Fisl-.cr  Cic.k  all  his  lilV 
^-^  and  had  never  iiitertained  so  niiu'li  as  a  susj)iei{»ii 
I 'I  wjiat  he  was  missiii<i[.  And  wlial  liad  he  iniss((l, 
I  wonder?  Xothini,'  that  li.;  knew  anytliinj,'  alxnit. 
e'llainly.  VoutJi  had  hien  his,  nwd  the  pliysieal  attri- 
liiites  of  youth  for  an  umi>uuliy  hjnt,'  term  of  vears. 
Lo\e  had  \)vv\\  his,  as  lie  understood  it,  several  times. 
He  had  known  blind  ra<(e  ikav  and  then,  a  litlle  foolish 
jHidc,  and  nnich  peace,  lie  had  felt  the  s{)ur  of  amhi- 
tion  in  keeping  with  his  vision  more  than  once,  and  tlie 
exhilaration  of  success  aceordiii;,'  to  his  lights.  He  hud 
lelt  hunger  and  had  eaten,  cold  and  had  v.armed  him- 
^<  If.  He  had  felt  fear  until  his  scal[)  tingled.  No  ciav- 
ini:  "I"  his  jiad  ever  gone  long  unassuaged.  As  he  often 
s.'id.  with  a  pardomihle  smirk  (»f  self-sat istied  superiority, 
I  ain't  wanted  nothin'  I  ain't  took."  \\\-  should  envy 
liim  lather  than  pity  hini  -hut  we  are  free  to  <|esj)ise 
liini.  lie  had  no  vision  Ik  yond  the  sight  of  his  physical 
(  \  e.  no  asjiiration  hevond  the  elimhing  power  of  his 
niu^enlar  legs  and  the  grasp  of  hi-,  luird  hands.  We  ulio 
set  out  for  stars,  at  t  Ikm  l^k  of  a  crash  to  I  he  cellar.  uia\ 
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as  uvU   kccj)  uiir  (.pinions  t.l'  oil   i'.-d   K,  uaid   to  xur- 
sclvo. 

1'<h1  })ri(lr(l  hiniscir  oil  liaviii<,r  ii,,thiim  f<'  <!••  \\itlt  the 
w'.rl.l  and  civili/at  ion.     'rin-s  had  IxTn'.uic  o|'  his  l.rans 
ill  Ill's  hfc.  and  the  old-.r  he  ^n-u-  the  nion'  -,Mirnlou-,?v 
''"'  '■'■  I"'''''  lnin..iron  his  . Ac|un\-<ncss.      Did  h(    know 
^vi:ut    h.-    wa.    iaikinL:   ahout   ?      Wclh    I    ';ariatr    Iw   .lid. 
llachrt   ].,'  hern  !o  JMastcf  H.-ek  nion,  than  a  hnn.hrd 
ti'iics.  to  sill  and   hny.  and  once  spmf    thivr  da\  s  m  a 
l-'un  on  the  hi;;  riv.-r  ?      And  hadn't  hr  met  a  "  spo,t  " 
rn.ni  Xew  Vurk.  uitli  a  fohliiiu  canvas  hatii.  who  di.h."t 
know  ii,,\v  t(,  hi^ht  a  hie  in  the  rain  ?      He  knew,  yoi,  het  ! 
and  Fis|,(;,'  C'lvek  was  ^rood  enounh  inv  luni.  aiid  a!I  h<' 
asked  ol'  (he  world  was  t(»  he  let  aloni'. 

Whenol.l  Pod  Heward.  I  h,' earthly  hut  unworldly  man. 
•  'peiied  Ins  eyes  at  six  .."(tloek  on  the  niorninir  of  May  Day 
"I  this  year  of  confeicnce  and  conrusion.  iiimteen- 
niMc^tecn,  he  felt  as  spry  as  if  his  ai:e  was  twentvdivc 
instead  of  seveaty-iivc,  and  as  M'cnrc-  as  a  <renuinc"rock. 
lie  felt  no  premonition  (.f  disturhaiicc.  He  jr,,t  out  of 
III-'  lilankets  and  lit  tlu-  lire  in  his  rusty  stove?  Had  he 
I'clt  any  v.arninLr  '-f  the  troid)le  that  was  Jiatehin^'  for 
lull)  at  that  very  nioineiil.  ont  inthc^icat  W(.rld,  I  tliink 
lie  w.uld  have  returned  to  his  blankets  and  iTinitM.ed 
in  them. 

Itxnorant  and  self-sal  islied  as  ever,  old  Reward  i.<.ikd 
Ins  kettle,  fried  ha.ton.  steejxd  tea  and  hreakfasted  with 
Ills  usual  sharj)  appetitt-  and  keen  appreciation  of  his 
''wn  cookin,i,r.  H,;  lit  his  pipe  (hen  and  s,.(  l.nsklv  to 
w-rk  at  hidin-  what  little  uas  lef(  m  (he  shaek  in"  the 
w.(\-  of  provisions  niidei  (he  Ih  ,r  iindei-  his  hunk.  Fioin 
a    hidili:'-plaee    in    the    io.,|    he    pro.|u..d    a    Hal     l.alhei 


M!M)\siiiM, 


l.{ 


^  u.illc'.  wliM'li  lie  siiiwrd  a\\;i\-  iiivjilr  hi-,  miirnin.st  -liiiL 

3  Ilr  \\('iit  dill,  [laillockcrl  (he  door,  tui'kcd   the  kcx   iiiulc  r 

an  fil^i'  ot'a  chuppin^  lilnck.  slinMldti'fil  an  a\r.  a  ]hm(   jukI 

t\\i(  paddles  and  \sclit  (l(A\ii  to  t!u;  liaiik  wlicrc  his  cai'KC 

la\  ainniiK  t  lie  alders. 

lNi(|  lieward  and  his  cnine  ha,!  iml  iceii  lJoiic  twc  ntv 
iiiiiiiileN  Im-Iii;-.'  Noei  .Sal»a(is  airi\cd  at  tlie  dddi-  ni  (lie 
s'aek  and  rei/anled  tlie  cliaiU  and  ')iir  padl«»ek  on  the 
d  ••a-  With  a  cynical  and  deiisi\c  smile. 
T' 'd  (iiKt  darn  n!"  rdoi,"  ^aid  .\(kI. 
He  \\('iit  around  to  one  of  the  low  v  indow  ,  nnil  \\,di 
l.i-.  axe  pri/.i(l  il  out  of  the  wall.  I'ra.ne  .Mid  all.  1>\ 
t  hi^  \\a.\-  lie  (  ntei'i  (I  w  it  li  dillicidt  \-  ;  and  alter  exam  in  iiij: 
tlic  paiilry  sIk-|\cs  and  lindiiiLr  Ihciii  liarc  lie  went 
I  stiaiLrlit  to  tlie  hunk.  ra!-c(I  two  short  sections  oi'  poles 
troin  the  lloor  i'eiieatli  it  and  helped  liiin^<ll'.  in  inodeia- 
ti'ii.  Ill  sii;,'.ir  and  toliaceo.  Ife  wi'Il".'!*  «1  t  liioii;.rli  the 
small  s(pi.!)c  u|  the  window  a<jaiii  this  time  with  the 
I"-  s  of  a  t  rouse r  Imt  toij  ;in(l  replaei  d  t  Ik  t'ranie  ht  hind 
him. 

I'l'd  I'lie  darn  mean  of  cuss."  he  '■aid. 
Ill  file  ncantiiiie.  old  I'od  Hcwaid  in  Im  Icdit  <'aiioe; 
'"ii'iniied  to  L'lide  down  t  h(  swollen  sircam  at  a  r.icin^ 
|>acc,  lioiiiid  for  I'la-ter  h'oek.  'I'heie  h,-  \  oiild  leiy 
lae.iii.  leans.  Iloiir.  nioIasM  s,  pnincs  and  all  the  other 
Ihinijs  that  niake  pioiid  tin  heart  of  i  ,an  tliii  ui.di  I  he 
!•  cduiiii  of  the  st..macli.  TIk  le  he  w..uld  lladi  his  jat 
^'-  ilk  t  at  t  he  stole- keeper  aiul  tin;  I  lot  el -keeper,  and  sinoki- 
-'.Aeial  >e\iii-cent  cigars  and  air  his  eoii\iction>  on  hfe 
■I  L'Mier.al.  He  would  s|(  cp  th.it  ni^dit  at  the  hotel 
damn  '  he  exjicMse  I      and  si  f  out  xcry  early  next  iiioimimf 

'11    the    hiiUleWiiiil    nil    r!\ci'    iiiioiicv-         "s<  i    vfiiiiur    \v:i^    (In- 
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eiim-nt  lliat  Jic  covered  tlic  ei,<rlif  miles  cf  FisJier  (reek 
and  the  ten  n)iies  c.f  T(.l)iriiie  Water  in  less  than  four 
lionrs  and  arrived  at  INaster  l^oek  before  eleven  o'clock. 
Ifc  vent  strai;,'ht  to  Dan  Whalen's  store. 

Ihui   \VliaIen   was  a  postiuaste'r  as   well  as  a  store- 
k((})er  ;    and   when   h<>  saw  old   Pod   Reward   his  eyes 
Ini^htened.     As  he  had  n«-ither  seen  nor  heard  of  Sir. 
Reward  sinee  last  Oefoher,  one  woidd  naturally  suppose 
that   this  hriciiitenintr  of  the  eyes  was  an  expression  of 
w  elc(  line.     Not  at  all.     It  a\ as  due  entirely  to  excitement 
of  eiiriosity.     Without  a  word  of  ^rpeeting  to  the  ancient 
of  Fisher  Creek,  Whalen  went  to  the  poNt-olIiee  end  of 
his  estahlishnKrnt,   sorted   throutrh  a  dusty  pifreon-hole 
and  produced  \\\n  hitters.     'With  these  in  his  hand  he 
ajjproaehcd  Pod  Reward. 
"  How  do,  Pod,"'  he  said. 
•"  How  do."  returned  Pod. 

'■  Who  (I've  eal'late  Mister  P.  Reward,  Fisher  Ciek, 
inifrht  l)e  ?  " 

'■  Who  d'ye  eal'late  Dan  Uhalen,  Plaster  Rock,  miidit 
he  ?  "  ^ 

"  ll<;re,  take  yer  letter  and  there  ain't  no  call  to  he 
sassy  al)ont  it.  Fm  postnia>ter  Invc.  I  ^r,,tter  to  hand 
h;fters  to  the  riuht  parties  ;  and  when  ye  sass  me  hack, 
ye're  sassin'  the  ),'overnnient." 

A  letter  1  It  was  twenty  years  since  Pod  had  reeeivrd 
a  letter.  He  was  shaken  for  a  nionient,  hut  (juicklv 
rccovered  his  air  of  assurance. 

■■  ilaiui  iier  Jiert-,"  iie  said. 

"  Not  so  quick.  l)i<|  y<;  ever  hear  tell  of  IV.ddinjrfon 
Rew.'ird.   FsipM re  ?  " 

"Did  \i'  e\er  heir  ti-li  oC  IV-mi..!  \\'l,'iK...   .1 i >j" 
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;       "  Answer  a  civil  question  !  " 

"  Tliat'.s  my  name,  and  ye  km.w  it.     Hand  over  mv 
letters.  Mister  Dan  Postmaster,  or  ye'Il  wish  ye  hadn't 
hejjgcd  the  job  away  from  old  Widow  Smith.  '  Jumpin' 
;  C'hrismus  1     I've  ct  big;,rer  an'  Ijctter  men  nor  you  !  " 
"  Now  there  ain't  no  call  for  ye  to  pet  mad,  I'od," 
rehirned  Whalen,  in  a  new  and  less  artih(;ial  tone  of  voice. 
:   "  Ain'titpartof  my  duty,  as  postmaster,  to  make  sure  that 
ye'ro  the  man  the  letters  is  for?  Here  ye  are,  Pod.     Two 
Iff  ters.    One  from  Xoo  York  and  t'other  from  Enj^dand." 
Pod   took  the  envelopes  into  his  knotty   hands  and 
*  stared   at   them   for   several   sect)nds   in   silence.     Two 
letters  !     And  letters  have  to  be  read— and  I'od's  cdiica- 
.  tion  had  been  so  shockingly  neglected  in  the  ancient 
days  of  his  youth  that  the  only  thing  he  could  read  was 
his  own  n^mc.     And  there  stood  Dan  Whalen,  all  blown 
up  with  his  ollicial  in.nortance,  staling  at  him  with  eyes 
like  half-ineh  augers,     yor  the  honour  of  Fisher  Creek 
hr  pulled  himself  together  and  stuffed  the  letters  inti  the 
front  of  his  shirt. 
*•  Ain't  ye  goin'  to  read  'em  ?  "  asked  Mr.  'Whalen. 
"  That's  as  ma>   be,"  retorted  the  old  man.     "  Ve've 
J  dnne  yer  duty  as  postmaster,  anyhow,  so  there  ain't 
I  no  call  f\)r  ye  to  fret." 

I  Mr.  Whalen  then  applied  to  Pod  tht;  methods  by  which 
.  Ill'  hud  obtained  the  post  ollice.  If  Pod  Reward  had  an 
I  admirer,  Dan  Whalen  was  that  admirer.  Dan  had  often 
\  said  to  his  wife  that  if  he  thought  he  would  be  as  good 
-;  a  uum  at  fifty  as  Pod  was  at  seventy-five  he  wotdd  ask 
iiufhing  more  of  life.  As  for  Pod's  great  past-  why, 
it  was  the  only  history  Dan  considered  worth  knowing. 
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known  ?  Sure  thiii;^  !  And  tlu;  sli'-kcst  tn.in  in  ;i  fi<Tlit, 
vvilli  h'lth  liiiiuls  and  feci'!'  And  fi'^litin;;  was  lij/lilini^ 
in  tliosu  diiys.  His  youthful  amhitidji  h.-id  hern  to 
^row  up  to  be  just  su(di  u  m;iii  iis  I'od  Itcwuid  ;  ;ind  tlu^ 
discovery  that  ho  ha<l  not  hi-cn  born  to  sueh  a  yix^at  and 
heroic  way  (jf  hfe  had  nearly  broken  Ids  jicart.  So  lie  had 
learnt  to  read  and  write,  and  lived  in  the  settlements, 
because  he  wasn't  lit  for  anything;  better.  And  so  on, 
and  so  on.  until  that  vain  old  man  pulled  out  the  two 
li'tfers  and  said,  (lasually,  '"  My  cyesi<rht  ain't  what  it 
uster  be  for  this  here  short-distance  work,  Dan,  so  il 
ye'll  jist  read  out  these  here  letters  to  me  I'll  be  oblej^red." 

"  Sure.  l*od.  if  ye  say  so,"  returned  Mr.  ^Vhalen. 

He  opened  the  New  York  letter  first. 

"I'm  durned  if  it  ain't  j)rintcd  on  a  type-writin' 
niaciiine  !  "  he  exclaimed.  "  An'  printed  ri^dit  j)nrly 
too  -  as  pnrty  as  I  ever  see." 

He  seal(td  himself  on  a  ke<;  of  nails  and  i(  ad  as  follows  : 

"  Mv  DKAR  Fathfr,  —I  aiu  your  son,  James.  I'eihaps 
you  have  wondrrcul  what  had  become  of  me  sinc(!  that 
ntorniniT  in  May  forty  years  aifo  when  I  ^'ot  nj)  (^arly 
and  be,  ;  it,  takinjj  live  dollars  of  yc.ur  money  and  a 
watch  that  step-n^other  said  was  f^old  but  wasn't.  I  wa^ 
twelve;  years  old  then  and  starvation  {)()or,  with  you 
cnssinjr  me  out  of  doors  and  stc|)-mother  cussinj^  me 
indoors — but  now  I  am  lifty  and  rich.  When  people 
cuss  me  now  they  don't  do  it  so  that  T  i^an  lu:ar.  I  often 
think  of  those;  time.>,  now  that  I  know  for  snre  tiiere  is 
no  danj,'er  of  ever  rcturnintj  to  them.  If  you  arc  still 
alive— and  if  you  arc,  then  I  don't  know  what  b\dlels 
and  l)uckshot  arc  made  for— you  must  be  imphty  badly 
w.ii'])(d.      I    sometimes    thiid<    1    shonld    enio\-    n.ofliin.L' 
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t>cttt'r  than  hlowin^r  jn  on  you  atid  that  stcp-nint  her  voii 
Wi^hrd  on  to  me.  and  knockiii;:,'  you  hoth  aliout  the  \vay 
you  two  Used  to  knock  mv.  ahoiit.      I   ha\ c  children  of 
niy  own  now.  and  they  arc  as  j,'ood  in  temper  and  uistinct 
as  the  avcrai-e.  as  far  as  I  can  see-  and  perhaj-s  a  little 
hetter.      I  ha    e  watched  them  pretty  close,  beiieve  me, 
IVarini,'  that  one  or  olher  of  them  miyht  show  something.' 
of   their    paternal    f,'ranfi father,      l^ul    I    j,nu-ss    the\-    are 
safe,  prais.'  the  Lord  ! — and  thanks  to  their  mother,  and 
thanks  a  little  hit  to  me.     Vou  wouldn't  he  tlattercd. 
father,   if  you   kne.v  how   I  have  w.irkcd  all  my  life  to 
tram  your  ignorant,   cruel,   suspicious.   vi(.lent.  sly  and 
entirely    rotten    natnr(r   out    of  tnysclf.     I    mana^fcd    it. 
ha\  in.;  more  mother  in  mc  than  father,      I  have  hecn  as 
successful    in    l)usin(,ss    as    in    more    imjxirtant    thin^^'s, 
thanks  to   h;ird    work  and   honesty.     Honest v  I    Think 
of  that,    yon    who   wt^ren't   above   robbing'   an    Indian's 
ralibit  snares.      I  am  not  a  millionaiie.  but  I  ha\e  more 

than  we  need  now  by  liftcen  thousand  dollars  a  year 

and  1  ha\  e  done  it  all  on  salar<-.  I  have  worked  for  one 
fii'm  for  twenty-live  years.  If  you  are  still  of  this  world, 
please  answer  this.  t"or  I  want  to  talk  to  you  a!)out  your 
lainilv.  Since  learninjr  somcthinrr  o|'  ihe  \\()rld  I  Iiave 
often  uondered  what  sort  of  people  you  had  for  ancestors 
because  you  are  the  lowest  thinf;  in  hnnian  shape  I 
have  ever  cnconntered.  Hut  perhaps  you  have  reformed? 
'!  so.  p|,\'ise  {;cee])t  my  eonf,'ratulat  ions,  and  if  five 
tii"Ms;iiid     dollai's     are     oi'     a.n\-    use     to     vou.     let 


me 


Vour  son,  ,Iami:s  Ukw  .\i;[)." 


Dan  AVhnlen  iifUd  his  ulance  from  Ihe  letter  and  lixed 
i'  up,, II  l>..d,  and  Pod  stared  l)ack  at  him.  The  post - 
ri,.isici-  was  ihv  jiisr  to  speak. 
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•'  Five  thousand  dollars-  just  for  tlic  a.skiu'  tor  it." 
lie  said. 

The  old  man  from  Fisher  Creek  did  ii,,t  ;uis\\rr.  He 
could  not  think  of  anythiui:  to  sa\  that  would  he  at  all 
appropriate  to  the  occasion.  All  he  ecjuld  thir.k  of  was 
that  his  son  James,  the  hoy  of  luelve  Mhom  he  and  his 
second  wife  had  treated  in  a  way  which  tlie  S.l'.C'.A. 
defends   horses   and   doirs   a.i,'ain^t.    was   alive   and    rich. 

That  he  was  alive  was  even  more  of  a  ^vondel  than  that 
he  was  rich.  Pod  thought  very  hard,  in  a  confused  wav, 
of  the  son  for  whom  he  had  not  spared  a  fh./cn  thoughts 
or  one  least  pan^^  of  anxiety,  in  fortv  \ears. 

"Five  thous'uid  dollars,"  repeated  the  postmaster. 
"  1)  ye  believe  it  ?  D'ye  cal'late  he  has  it  ?^  and  would 
he  send  it  to  you  if  he  had  ?  It  don't  srem  reasonable  to 
me,  eonsidcrin'  everythinj?." 

••  He  nieans  what  he  says."  ntn!-n(d  Tod.  ••  ir  that 
there  letter  was  wrote  by  hini.  ' '  vc  kin  sw.ar  to  ev.ry 
word  of  it.  His  mother  was  lit,  .hat -a  Scott  she  was, 
from  acrost   the  hei<7ht-o'-land.     Qiucr  folks." 

'•What  yo  better  do.  Pod.  is  write  him  back  a  real 
reh^JMUs  sort  of  letter,  saym'  how  ye'r.'  nevc-  Vnovsrd  a 
nnnute's  peace  of  mind  since  lie  run  awav  and  that  ye 
reh)rmed  for  fair  thouirh  it  went  cruel  hard  acrin'  yer 
nature  to  do  it  forty  years  ago.  Tell  him  ve  ain't 
cussed,  nor  lied,  nor  stole  from  Injun  or  wh'itc,  nor 
cheated,  nor  tra))ped  beaver,  nor  killed  moose  out  of 
season,  imr  drunk  rum,  nor  beat  up  nobodv  smaller 
nor  yersclf.  man  or  woman,  for  fort\  vear.  Ve  got  to 
lie.  s,^  lie  good— and  maybe  he'll  send  ye"the  live  thousand 
dollars." 


I  don't  want  his  inr 


si.M    I>.,.J 


,.  i.  _  1 1 


MOONSIIINK 


10 


money  I  need.  All  I  want's  to  be  left  alone.  If  I  lay 
low  Mul  don't  answer  that  tliere  letter  he'll  eariate  I'm 
dead  :  but  if  I  tell  him  to  s(;nd  aloni,'  the  live  thousand 
he'll  feteh  it  in  himselt;  like  as  not  -an'  I  ain't  darned 
particular  about  seirin'  him.  That  tliere  is  a  ha'sli 
letter-real  ha'^h  -and  I'm  afeared  he'll  beat  me  up  if 
cv(n-  he  ^'its  ahwlt  of  me.'' 

Whalen  >aw  that  the  old  fellow  iVom  Fisher  Creek 
meant  what  he  said  —that  he  was  afraid  of  liis  son.  He 
committed  James  Heward's  addreNs  to  niemorv ,  then 
folded  the  letter  and  uave  it  to  Tod. 

"  We'll  try  a  fall  with  t'other  one  now,  and  maybe 
ye'll  like  that  one  belter,"  he  said,  runnin^r  his  tin<jer 
nnder  the  flap  of  the  London  letter.  And  thi^  is  what  he 
read. 

'•  Dkau  CorsFN  PooDiNCiTox,-  I  am  venturing'  to 
write  to  you.  and  to  address  you  thus  familiarly,  on  the 
sireii^th  of  the  distin<,ruished  memory  of  Major-(;eneral 
.Sir  John  de  la  Iicuard,  who  was  one  of  \Mur  j^n-eat- 
j,n-andfathers  and  a  ,szreat-:rreat-prandiat her  of  mine.  If 
you  will  look  up  your  jiencaloi^ieal  tree  you  will  see  that 
Sir  John's  oldest  son,  aUo  named  John,  uiio  served  for 
maiiv  years  in  the  navy  ar>d  attained  tiie  r;  .k  of  captain, 
married  a  Miss  Anne  Stukley,  of  Stuklev,  in  Kent. 
The  said  .John  and  Amie  were  my  preat -grand fat  her  and 
Kreat-jTrandniother.  Your  trrandfather.  P'.dward  de  la 
Heward.  was  the  General's  third  son,  served  for  a  time  in 
the  army,  married  a  Miss  Poddington  ol  Ksscx,  lost  much 
of  his  fortune  in  a  commercial  venture  and  emigrated  to 
Hritish  North  America  in  the  year  1820.  It  was  at  about 
tins  date  that  he  lirst  wrote  his  name  without  fh.;  pre- 
ii.xes.      Out,  ui"  euuise,  vou  know  all  tins  as  weli  a^  I  do. 
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Fn.n,  old  letters  I  I.Hrnt  (],at  Eduanl  l.ad  a  son  nann-d 
loddmutun.  AvJio  n.urnCd  a  Miss  Mi.rv  Lunn  " 

H.r<'II.M„.sl,nasl,.,-paus,.,l   in   Ins"  lal.onons>.adin. 
and    lnok,.l    viuiun-iuaW    ;„    tl,,'   <,1.1    nia:,    IVo,,,    F.sIkt 

;• 'nial's    ri^J.t      Mnlly    Lunn."   said    i'od    i:,   a   urarv 

Moluiuk.  linns  snnir  of  tl.at  n.ixtnre  still  on  the 
rosorvat.oa  .>,.,  ...os,  of  ,{'s  ,n  jail  or  In.-n  hunK- 
M.-Ilv  L,nn,  was  ,nv  n.oth,.,-^  -but  it  heats  ]u,.||  how  that 
lolier  knows  al)oiif  it." 

"T   caria1(|    thafs    whnv   ye   <rit    yor   ohararter."'    re 
marked  \Miaion. 

II.-  tnrn..d  his  att.nti.,,,  to  tlu-  h-flrr  a-min  and  con- 
I  inucci  to  read. 

"Artcr  mneh   d.liieulty    I   ],avo  discovered   that   this 

named  I  odduioto,,.  and  that   the  said  Poddin-don  eon- 
•n.ue.   to  oecnpy   the  lands  on   Fisher  Cn-ck   Cvhichhis 
'■'Hut    ^^  rested    from    the    primeval    forest.      Now     mv 
dear  consin.   J  ...nK-  to  the  point.      I  am   anxion^.   for 
sen  nnental   reasons,    to    Income  personallv  acquainted 
^Mti^  you   and  your  muiiediate  fannlv.     There  are  not 
many  de   la    Rewards  left   m   the   world.       As   far  as   I 
know    you  are  the  only  one  left  <.f  the  name  of  vour 
^'|-ncrat,on  :    and  unless  you  have  sons  living,  I  am  the 
only  one  ol  n>y  veneration.     I  was  blessed  with  children. 
My  two  boys  served  civilization  and  their  king  in  this 
war.  an(    the  eld.-r  was  killed  in  the  vicinitv  of  Vprcs 
nearly  three  years  a<?o.     Tlu.  xounacr.   who"  is  not  vet 
wenty  years  of  a^e.  lost  h,s  left  arn.  during  the  great 
battle  ot   Arras  last   vear,   and   is  nn^-  ..a,.l...   .^\ 

•••■.;..  V  t .     I    ;     i  i  i  .^ 
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studies  at  Oxford.  If  I  ivccivc  a  favourable  reply  to 
this,  I  shall  vi^it  you  al  I'lsher  Creek  soiuetiriie  in  the 
course  of  the  approaching  sununer.  I  ^tand  in  sf>re  need 
o(  a  rest  and  eoiuplete  eiiaiinc  (,f  surrouiidin;f^.  for  I  have 
laboiiretl  under  a  terrilie  spirit  u.il  and  mental  strain 
tlucuLrhont  the  p;i,^t  live  yeais.  llopin^  to  s(  e  you  soon, 
niv  (har  IViddinyton.  believe  inc  to  be  your  aftVetioiiate 
though  distant  cousin.  John   di;  i.a  Hkuakd." 

••  What  d'ye  know  ab.-ut  that  !  "  exeialined  Mr. 
\\halen.  '■  V"er  alTeetionate  eousin  John  dr  la  leeward  I 
A  i,'ent]enian,  or  I'm  a  liar  and  eomin'  to  I'isher  Crick 
to  stop  a  while  with  ye  ;infl  talk  aijout  Sir  John  and 
•Molly  I.umi.  Comin'  to  see  old  Pod  Reward  !  What 
d'ye  know  aloul  that  ".■'  " 

'•  Xothin',"'  reti>rted  Pod.  "And  what's  more  I 
don't  believe  a  d — —  word  of  it.  Ve've  done  it.  Dan 
Whalen.  jist  to  fret  me.'' 

'•  Me  !  "  eiicd  the  other.  "  Ve're  mad  '.  JIow  would 
I  know  ai)o  t  all  them  Sir  Johns  and  the  like  ?  I  ain't 
interested  in  yer  cussed   familv." 

In  that  he  lied,  for  nothing  in  the  world  excited  his 
interest  and  pricked  his  curiosity  at  that  moment  more 
tlian  the  family  of  Pod  Reward.  The  address  of  the 
Knglishman  was  added  to  that  of  James  Reward  •  and 
the  moment  Pod  left  thi;  store  both  addresses  were 
transferred  fi'oni  the  unrt-liable  lalilel  of  his  meiuorv  to 
the  back  of  an  nld  envelope. 

Old  Pod  Reward  went  to  the  hotel,  ate  his  dinner. 
sm(Aed  a  cigar  and  said  notiiini:.  He  was  m  a  l)ad 
temper  and  very  low  in  his  spirits.  In  the  aftrrnoon 
he  r(;turned  to  Whalen's  store  ami  purchased  a  canoe- 
iuad  ot  provisions.     Fear  uf  his  s,on  James  had  him  1>\-  the 
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throat.  lie  ivnifnibcrcd  tli(;  way  lu,  had  treatid  that 
boy  loity  years  ai^ro.  and  chills  of  apprehension  lin^rnred 
Uf)  and  d,,un  his  spine.  As  he  paid  WJuden  for  the 
goods  he  said.  •'  Von  write  to  Jim  and  tell  luni  I'm 
dead  and  hnrit'd." 

"  And  uhaf  ah<.ut  llie  five  thousand  dollars  ?  ""  askrd 
Dan. 

"  I  woiddn'i  meet  that  there  lad  on  Fisher  Criek  f..r 
all  the;  money  fins  side  ||,|1  !  •'  inturned  Tod,  uith  sin- 
('(M-ify  in  his  \nicr. 

The.  old  man  started  \\p  nver  for  Fislier  Vv     k  at  the 
first    break  of  dawn  and  toiled  liurd  al    pole  and  paddh; 
and    tou-iine    throiiLrhout    the    ],»\it    spri!i;,r    (iax-.      Xoel 
Sal)alis.    u|ios<-  shack   was  this   side  of   I'iid's.   saw   him 
comimr  and  met  him  at  tin-  edtre  of  the  wal  •  r  and  helptd 
him  cany  the   pro\-isi<.ns   to  the  cabin.      Tjieic   was  no 
friendship  between   these;  tuo  old   iVllows,   but    they  fr,,t 
alon;;    fairly    well    toi,'ether   and    had    been    partners    in 
many  a  bit  of  baekwoods  knavety.      Of  l.Ue  Ncars  N(,(  1 
had  clun.^'  to  Tod  because  a  meal  of  liacon  .and  tea  couNi 
lie  whei.lled  out    of  jiiiii   now  and  th-ii  :    and    Wx]   hnd 
stuck    to    \(,(  I.    {'(((liiii,'     him     when    d     was     pos;ii\,ly 
necessary,  lor  t  he  sake  of  ha\  in^'  soim  om.  hand\-  to  whotn 
he  eotdd  bia'^  of  tln'  cumnnLr  and  valour  and  harddiood 
of  his   pal.      Jhit    I'od   had  nothing  to  say  that    nii,dit. 
Ill'  was  not  in  .-i  Inaujiiufr  mood.       .So  preoccnpH d  were 
lii-^  tie  iiLihts  Ilia!    he    -at    in  silence  while  Noel  swall<.W((l 
miiL:  after  ii;ul:  of  tea  anil  half-a-doZ(  n  raslu  is  <>f  l^aeoi, 
under   ins   \  i  r\'  iii.se. 


(HAPTEH    II 
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IN  tlif  frrciit  ('its  of  Xi  w  \nvk,  it  was  alsotln^  tir>t  (lav 
nf  May  of  this  extraordinary  y(';ir.  Mi-,  liohfit  X. 
Siiyk'  a\vok<'  with  a  start.  In  an  instant,  in  the 
fraction  of  a  sccoiul,  he  wa>  as  widt'  awake  as  if  he  had 
nut  hceii  adeep  at  all.  A  voice  had  called  him  ;  but, 
thon^di  he  la\-  very  still  and  hearkeiud  very  intently, 
his  physical  ear  caught  no  accent  or  echo  of  tlie  sound 
that   had  awakened  him. 

"  I  nnist  have  het  n  dreaminj,'.'"  he  sjiid. 

He  sat  up.  then  inimi(liatel\  uttered  a  low  cry, 
pressed  a  hand  to  his  side  and  sank  hack  n  the  pillow. 
The  pain  had  !)e(  ii  sharp  and  swift  ;  hut  now  h<'  felt 
noIhniLl  I'ul  a  stian^e  and  dauntini,'  s.-nsation  of  cold 
and  h,ikr(hi«  s>,  as  if  his  j,  trt  had  Iiei  ii  laid  hare  of  Ih  sh 
and  ril)s  to  a  ehill  wind.  He  turni'd  his  head  cai  tiously 
and  loc.kdl  at  ttn'  1)!.:  ;.",M  watch  on  the  little  ^r.'  1  stand 
on  the  tahh  JMsich'  his  hed.  It  was  ci^ht  o'clock.  Ills 
lialiit  I  if  many  years  was  to  wake  at  ei^ht -t  liirt  y.  1I<  was 
a  man  of  lixcd  lialiits      most  (tf  them  (food. 

At  that  i:.o!!,cnt  he  heard  the  voice  avniin.  as  clear  ;ts 
a  hell;  and  yet  h<-  kn<  w  that  it  was  not  with  tin  ear  of  his 
mortal  ilcsh  that  he  hcarti  it.    It  said  his  name  from  some- 

23 


s 


LM 


MOOXsiilXK 


wlu-v  clns,.  at  liaiid.  It  wa.  u  dispassionate  v,urv  vwv 
elranntun...an(lal>s..lutdyunk.u.u,,tolu,u.  TiKMpn.-u.nrr 
l<;,'l.t    llu,  ,  ,n,Mn   lHtwr,.u  tiK-  curtains   of  th.   lour  tall 

^vn.do.vO.I  .v..,vc.onu-r  ot'  tl..  n.Mn.  hut  disdos.d  n.. 
'v,n,  Jnu.  Hut  Saylr  had  nut  ,.x,H.ct.d  to  s..  anvon.. 
,  '  -^  '•"•J<<1   '"^   n.i,l    hand  up  and  Sack,  and  pn  .s,d 

tlu^  buttou  ot  an  .hrtric  Ml  tJ.at  Ju,nuraI.ovH.,s  pillow. 
•^"'";     ^""""i.     ih,.     valet,     answered     the     suuunons 

I>'";"^!"y.  Imt  w,(ha.,ues(ion,nhis..vcs.      Kioht-thi.tv 
H-'t    M^ht.    was    the   tune   lor  the    hell.      II<.  eau,,.   t..   the 
Mdeol  ti.rhedand  look.  ,1  dou  „  at  hisniast.r. 
^  'V  Ml-  r  "'  heask((l. 
Mi.  Savleua/edat  hin.  Ve.y  steadilv  ;    (iroon..  hein- 
ill.  lu.uest  man.  f,raze<l  as  steadilv  haek  at  him 
-My    .on.-  said   Mr.  .Saylr.  u,  a  stranue  v.-hv 

'•-.Mr.    laptam    Hoherl.      What    is    ,t.    su' "      Vre 

\  o  11     I  1  I     .' 

•••n..m(    Mr.  T.„ihunter     ,puek      f..  eon,.,  hen- - 
•'"'"'   <"■•"""    '-H"   t..  th.-  telephone,   ulueh   ^^  as  ni   the 

|ln  ssui^-roonn  .md  ealied  up  Mr.  Sa>  le-s  lawver  an.l  also 
Hs.h.etor.      Uhdethe  valet    was  t  hus  emplov,  d.  .Savh- 

'7;''    ""•    ^;"-'    -^'^'"      Hi.s    time    from    t  h^  ehar    air 
\\ilhin  a  yard  (.1  Juni. 

"  *''^''  '"<   "'!<■  hour."  he  uiiispn,  (h 

'""  ''"  '^'i'"'^'  ^^-'^  "'••"I"  n.  xam.'  Wh,  n  Ih.  valH 
'■••""";•■'  ''■  "'>■  '-'is.d..  thespuit  e||{.,|,.,,  S.sUlr.l 
^-ne   Iron,   Ihaf   .•hill.n-r  rlay  and   that    hrioh|    ,,„i,„. 

(.|.iamI{oh..r!Sayle.M.C..u.  London,  auok.  to  that 
Mas    l)a^    niorniu.  s.-v,  ,al  hours  hH',,,,,  hj,  ,^^,  j,,,.  ^^^^,,|^,. 

'--^';l-<la^   m  \..w  V..,k.  thoud.  theeaptain-  uateh 
'■••■"''•  "    "ineo.-loek.     The.eason  lor  this, s.   I   h,,h,.ve 
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tliHf  tl,(-  w.uld.  tryiiio-  to  (.hscivc  tJic  law  of  coiniH-nsa- 
tioii  in  the  matter  of  climate.  wliceK  old  London  into  the 
(iuyiitrhl    uhik;  (rven  the  niilknien  of  New  York  are  still 
Hsicjc]).      TIk;  eapta.n  au-ke  sloul\.  aiMJ  hefore  his  eyes 
weve    ojuMi    he    !Vll    haj)py.      Wakin,..-    np    haj.py    was    a 
hahil  of  his  uhi,  hcveii  innunieiahle-  returns  to  e.uiseioUs- 
ness  at  all  hours  o!'  the  day  and  in-rht  in  tVont-lin.'  dug- 
outs J, ad  nol    1,1'oken  jiiiu  of;    and  sii.ec  Arniistiee  Da^y 
the  delinht  of  sudd.iijy  lindin;,r  i.jius.  If  st  dl  alive  «  \ery 
twenty-fiiur  lu.urs  nnulv  luin  \-.aiit  \,,  su\'^.      llr  was  not 
j,nfted  with  citlicr  voiei'  oi  ear  lor  nai^c  hut  he  niadr  all 
sorts  of  eheery  sounds  \,rl\,iv  itivakfast  i-vcry  luorniiiL' 
ram  or  shine-  h>  laid  noises  m  uhieh  whistlinir.  ehantinj,' 
anrl  humm;i,i,r  ^vere  min,-l'.<i.     .J,,y  ..r  1,1^  uas^uhat  aiKd 
linn.      Ilis   hrari    was  liuht   and   iinhaiml.d,   like  a   in  w, 
many-win. h.ued    le.iisr.       It    e  ,utaiiH  d    no    r.r.uis    udh' 
elosed  doors  that  ii-    wa  .  afraid  to  npen.      II,    wasN,,im,ir, 
and    \et    old    enough    t(.    appreciate    the    fact    of    youtji. 
TliiitN-  years  was  his  a^e.      IIis  I,,,,!)    was  a-souiid  as  a 
bell.  Ijiou^rh  It  was  marked  I)y  seveial  seais  nf  li(,i,nuial,le 
'=''""••    \>""n(ls    .Old     had     hern    enusidi  rai.ly     kno<d.<(l 
'^''""'  "''  '•■'''■•      J'l^  eouia-e  was  hi;,ri,  and  pr"o\rn  likr  a 
^i.od  suM,,|.      Ills  rdueatie.ii   was  varioii-.  ioid  (  xlensu,, 
his   hahits   wr,e   i,My    i.;,t    aun.l,   aiid    his   disp,,s,l,.,n    uas 
fri<'ndiy.      As  f.,r  his  w.uldiv  picspeets      he  was  t  h.'  ..ul\ 
soil  of  IJv.iiert    .\.  Sa\le.  ..f  New   \i,vk. 

l<oh  sprant:  fiou,  his  ni,n;>\\  !,.  d  mi  this  \[.i\  I).i\ 
ninniiii'i.  ehanliiiLi  and  huinmini;  lik.  .1  Minil.h  l.e<-  in  a 
Ijottle.  n.'  tuin.d  Ml,  thr  w.iler  lii  the  l.alli.  piek.d  up 
two  niornin-  pap,  is  and  several  hll.rs  from  th<-  il-M.r 
l>cn.atli  the  sht  in  his  fp.fit  do,ir  and  tossed  tleiii  ..n 
to  a  talile.  shaved  with  eold  water  and  thin  sii.l  ..>i..  I.i. 


\!    > 


26 


MOOXSIIIXK 


cold    1, 

(lisl  ilK 

siLtinu' 


tth.  In  tlif  ini.  hi-,  cliaiil  t,'r(-\v  louder  and  nioro 
•I.  'I'i>  ;i  lisfi-ncr.  h;i  1  th<Tc  lieni  niic  in  the 
-f 'II,..  iL  would  lui\'f  soundfil  Minict hint,'  like  thi^  : 

-\[.il..r  Wiiitc  iif  Hiiif -III,  iimpty  umity  wix-m  h 
•Never  l<j-,t  a  shilling,,  never  lost  a  treiuh, 
i'oii'^lit  the  ninj)i\'  bri-adi'T,  fouglit  llie  uini)t\-  Hun, 
I.'ist  his  Liinjity  liiv  bcc,ii;sf'  he  wouldn't  hide  or  ni;i. 

M.ijor  Wiiiie  of  I!,  dford  left  a  uinrty  wife 

Safi     lehiiid  in  Hedf.rd,  far  from  noise  and  strife. 

Umply  unijtty  brii^adii  r  umpty,  unipty  i:n 

r,o>t    ili->    l!:n:,lv-    \.,,f,.    ],f,       ,    .,,     s';,        v..lll.!n'l    lllj''   "T   Iim." 


r'pori  |i;i\in^'  t  lie  I';it  h  he  '•;in<j  ;i  hell  :  ;uid  liv-  t  he  I  inu; 
he  \\;i^  half  dic-si.  ',  !  heii-  sounded  a  elatler  and.  knock 
at  his  I'ldul  door  and  lie  ojX'Ued  to  Tom  Snickcn  and 
brc^akl'asl.  Snieken  was  iiis  \alet  :  hut  owiuLT  t"  the 
(Muipie  sed  nalure  (d'  tlar  li.it.  Sniekeii  lived  far  down 
ainoiiLT  th<-  caretakers.  Snicd-ceii"  left  hand  was  always 
glo\('d  and  his  left  elhow  a!w;i>s  sjj. Jdly  eidoked,  hut 
in  (:\'ery  other  paiticular  he  looked  normal.  lie  was 
evident  l\-  on  thehcst  ()fii'r:ii~  wit  h  his  employer. 

■  (iood  mornina'.  Snuk."  '  (hkkI  nl(irninL^  sir." 
'"How's  the  xisiliility  ?  "  "Low.  sir.  Init  ])!omisin^ 
iniprove;ii(iit .  I  had  the  i  l^'^s  all  poaeheil.  sir.  and  then 
one  of  llie  k:(h  l)aroed  into  me  on  the  iia^ement  stairs 
and  so  I  Jiad  to  luiuv'  kippeis."  ■  |{ij.dito.  They  look 
like  n;ood  kippiM^.  I  <  \oi!  knii\'-  d'  1  have  anythiuL'  viiy 
particidar  to  do  to-d;i,y  '  "'  "  \'ou  spok'  la-t  ni;iht  of 
caMini,'  to  New  \'oik  •>!.""  ""  Write  that  down  phase. 
It  is  \  I  ly  important.  And  !ia\e  you  seen  .luyihiny 
moic  (d'  tin'  111''  ueulli-nian  in  t  hi  white  hat  hy  any 
eliance  ".'' "  "  \'<  ■•.  sir.  That  was  what  kept  me  out  so  late 
lu-t    niuht.      !    lohowiil    lli'ii;    iioiue — sji/hteii    fliem    !)\' 
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chance  on  Oxford  Street  looking;  for  a  taxi,  whicli  they 
couldn't  lind,  and  followed  them  to  tlie  District  Itailuay 
and  out  to  Earl's  Court.  Serjreant  I'utty,  late  7th 
King's  Liverpool,  was  with  me,  so  we  did  tiie  job  ri^ht, 
sir.  lie  is  lur  father,  sir."  "  Ah  !  Are  you  sure  of 
that  ?  IIow  do  you  know  ''.  "  "  .She  called  him  dad  - 
and  Jier  name  is  .June.  sir.  I'utty  and  I  tjot  off  at  Karl's 
(ouit  station  with  them  and  tr;icked  them  all  tlu'  way 
home.  Putty's  ]<•<:  nearly  j,n\e  out  a  few  timrs.  They 
ii\-(-  in  Hadclifftou  dardens.  numhci'  liv(;-two-h\-e-  and 
ills  name  is  John  (h-  la  IJeward,  sir." 

The  eapUiin  had  ri'diie.e<l  his  kippers  t^  hours  hy  tiiis 
time  and  helped  hims( -f  n-cncrciUslv  to  marmalade. 

'■  Tlie  l'a(;t  that  he  is  ht  j-  lather  doesn't  prove  that  she 
isn't  married.  I'm  atVaid.  "  he  said.  "  .She  isn't  a  widow, 
that's  a  sure  thin^x-  \N'rite  down  tlie  a(hlri  -s,  phase. 
And  what  is  the  name  .■'      I  didn't  eatch  it." 

"'  Heward.  sir.  John  de  la  Hewaid.  M.A..  l'.l{.S..  and 
pl(  iit\  mon-.  I  lo<,ke(l  him  up  in  \\  Jut's  W Im  this  moiii- 
iiiL'.  su'.  and  he  wa^  there." 

'".Some  name.  It  doesn't  sound  real  or  reasonahle 
to  me.  Sounds  mor>  like  the  inxentioii  oi  a  ehonis  j^irl 
than  ,1  na;i!e.  I  know  a  man  in  .New  \'()rk  called  Ueward, 
and  a  nughty  yood  chap  he  is.  too  hut  all  that  de  la 
stuff  rin^s  faUe  in  my  tar." 

jMoIi  wcuI  out  ha!f-an-houi-  laler  and  eaMt  d  from  Char- 
iui^  (fuss  to  Xe\v  \'iiik  for  two  liundred  pound-.;  atul 
tfieti.  m  -pite  (.!'  tin-  fael  that  the  nani''  d(  la  1{(  ward 
rang  fuKe  to  his  ear,  he  went  l»y  th-  iJistriet  to  Karl's 
Court.  While  looking  for  lla(h'lilfton  (iardi  us  he  turned 
his  nund  inward  upon  himself  in  general  and  hinisell  m 
iiis  prcsciii    liuii !>ratiie(i  iiiiasiciii  in   pa 
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inuch  amusciiK  tit.  sonu-  per])lc\ity  and  a  little  m  ll'-pity. 
Why,  ill  the  tiaiiif  of  all  tlui!  is  rea^(,!i;il)l.-.  saiic  .inJ 
cu^ti.iiiaiy,  wa-  lu-  loc^kiiiif  for  .-)•_>.■;,  Haflclil'ftnii  iianl  lis, 
wlu'ii  lir  had  hall'-a-dozcn  other  thiiiifs  to  do  ".'  IJrcause 
his  mail  Siiickni  said  it  \\-a^  the  residence  of  a  ^iil  whom 
]i<-  had  >(.  :i  twict-  asid  UfNcr  spok( n  to.  lie  had  lived 
thiily  ycais  and  he  knew  hundred-^  i.f  L'irls  and  women, 
t»l  all  sorts,  shapes,  dencccs  of  nuliness  and  heaiits'  and 
varieties  of  breeding  ;  and  Jiere  he  was  wandi'nnu  ahout 
a  i)art  of  I.ondon  that  was  as  nnfainiliar  to  him  as 
(irt(nlan<l.  lookin;,'  foi'  the  hone  .^f  a  yiil  he  did  not 
know.  It  \v;is  al'snrd.  He  should  lia\e  heen  o.  his 
way  to  [{iehniond  now.  to  Inneh  with  tiie  Ilainnier- 
sniiths  or  at  iiis  Pall  M^ll  (  lub.  where  he  had  a  s,.rt  of 
near  appointment  with  Dodd  oi' at  Diek  Hi  ue-.'s  studio, 
m  rheisea.  where  iie  was  always  W(  leouic.  Diek  was  the 
jolliest  painter  in  London,  and  hi^  si^let•  was  eon^|(iered 

l)y  many  c. petent  judires  to  he  one  of  the  mo>.t  heautilul 

and  ehaiinini,'  women  in  London.  Holj  had  eousidei-ed 
her  so  hims(  If.  un!  il  his  lirst  Ljlimp^e  of  the  tall,  studious- 
lookmir  man  m  tiie  white  felt  hat.  And  \ ci  here  was 
Hoi).  wanderinLr  alone  in  strangle  streets  and  sfpiju'es. 
It  was  pathetic.  The  world  ehastd  ium  and  a  jolly, 
polite  world  it  was.  too  and  he  chaM(l  inoonshme. 
He  knew  what  'le  was  lookniLT  I'or.  .Mo'iiislime  ■.■'  Not 
on  \oui-  lif.-.  'I'ha!  was  the  cynic's  name  for  ii.  He 
knew   what    he  w.uiied,  and   he  knew  its  rtel   n.ime. 

■■  I  wan!  io  fall  m  lo\e."  iie  said.  "•  I'all  !  Tumlilt  I 
Crash  I  (  a!c  for  a  ;,mi1  I  !{ol  I  i  care  for  e\  ejv  clever 
anil  heautilul  woman  I  know  a!;d  I  d  'u'l  care  for 
cii  am   in   my  (;oll'ee.      W'.iiiid   I   murdei    ;in\on(  .  even  a 

t      1  1...     1         r     
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Certainly  iK^t.  I  wouldn't  shoot  a  cat,  or  pull  a  waiter's 
no.s(^  or  }>usli  a  wheclliarrow  along  l^.o^.nt  Street,  or 
revoke  at  Hrid^,-,  for  the  dearest  and  fairest  ..f  uiv  many 
dear  and  lair  eoinpanions.  The  pater.  Me^s  hin:.  -ays  he 
knows  a  <,'irl  who  would  make  me  the  Ix.t  wife  m  the 
world.  I  know  lifty  who  would  make  me  or  anv  man 
with  a  decent  income  l)etter  wives  than  uk  n  ilesc  rve. 
That's  the  troui.lc  !  I  want  love  to  hit  me  like  a  l)riek 
and  hoist  me  like  a  nine-p..int-two.  And  th;il  is  what 
has  happened." 

Now  we  know  why  v'aplain  Rnliert  .Sa>  Ic  walked 
iinlamiiiai-  streets  when  he  mi<.dit  have  :)e("n  comfort - 
.'iMv  seated  elsewhere  at  any  one  of  a  scoi'e  of  tables, 
lunehinu  with  atiy  one.  or  an\-  two  or  three,  of  his  cores 
of  familiar  friends.  He  who  had  found  falliim  in  love 
as  easy  as  falliiiir  into  a  liver  and  had  immediately 
scramhled  out  a-jain  ever_\-  time  with  yraeeful  a^^ility. 
had  crashed,  lie  who  harj  thouoht  of  lo\c  as  a  nipid' 
shootin;,'  hlunt  and  perfumed  arrows  had  leanu  rl  that 
love's  weapon  of  offence  is  something  hetwien  a  clul..  a 
pick-axe  and  a  .Mill's  boml).  And  he  was  i,rhid  of  it. 
lie  had  always  got  his  fun  out  of  life.  ofi<n  at  the  risk 
of  life  itself  ;  and  now  he  saw  new  risks  and  pri/es.  new 
depths  and  new  InMuhts,  of  which  he  had  ncer  dream,  d. 
It  was  madness.  It  was  idiotic.  It  wa.s  gixat.  He  \\;i,s 
glarl  of  it.  though  it  killed  him. 

He  found  Hadelil'fton  (iardcMis  and  a  house  numli«  red 
■VJ.K  It  w;is  a  house  of  eomfortahle  \\idtli.  and  of  |  \vo 
Jiiid  a  lialf-stoiit's  and  ;i  l»as,-mriit .  IJi  foic  it.  Iiehmd  a 
fence  of  stone  and  iion  and  living  hox.  sIkuk  two  small 
lawns  like  s.piares  of  green  carjxt.  A  pathofgiis  Ihij^rs  ran 
from  tiie  gate  to  tlie  front  door.     The  glass  <,f  a  eotiscr- 
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vutorv,  full  Dp  ferns  and  blooms,  biilj^cd  like  a  coloured 
l)ul)l)lc  fmni  oru'  Hank  ol'  the  house.  Ivy  cliinlxd  half- 
way up  the  walls  and  all  the  wnidous  were  as  hriuht  and 
clear  as  s[)rinif  water.  I'laiie  tribes  on  the  strt'et  and  a  hi^' 
elm  in  a  (corner  of  the  front  enelnsure.  all  in  l!uddin<f  leaf, 
sketched  traceries  of  shadow  over  roof  and  walls. 

It  was  a  house  that  looked  like  a  houie.  It  sugf^csted 
cheery  ways  of  life,  cvcrv  conifoit.  and  at  the  ^ame  time 
a  rcserx'c  of  force  on  the  part  of  its  occupants.  It 
looked  to  Hoi)  like  an  ordinary  near-town  house  of  the 
better  middliim  '^ort  with  the  air  of  a  yreat  j)lace.  It 
showed,  to  hi-^  kuowinjT  eye-,,  the  liiii'-h  and  spirit  of  a 
!,'rcat  place.  lie  h;id  known  dozens  of  tiner  and  nuich 
lar;,fer  dwel!in<.rs  iii  town  and  country,  and  many  Mith 
windows  just  as  clear  and  lawns  and  Indues  of  ttie  same 
perfection  -hut  never  before  liud  any  human  habitation, 
<'ott;tue  or  villa  oi'  mansion,  o|)(iicd  upon  his  visi.m  with 
so  Ircnieiulous  a  sianilicance  as  the  si^iiifii-ance  of  this 
house.  Ill  walked  past  it  briskly  on  the  \side.  deserted 
pavcmeui.  Three  gates  beyond  he  turned,  swung  his 
stick  aimlessly  for  a  l\'w  sceonih-.  then  retraced  his  steps 
slowly.  He  was  within  a  yard  of  the  ^ate  of  the  sifrnifi- 
cant  lioii->c  when  lie  wa  -  siidiK  nly  inspired.  The  blood 
ebbed  from  his  lace.'.nd  re  tumid  with  a  rush.  lie  opened 
the  j^'ate  and  went  up  the  narrow  path  of  gny  fla^^stoncs, 
and  up  thn  e  stone  steps,  and  rang  a  brass  bell  beside  the 
dark  urein  (hior. 

A  midelle-a^ed  maid--ervant  opened  the  door.  Rob 
jnoduced  a  card  fo-m  lii^  ci^'arette  case  and  hajuh  d  it 
to  tlic  maid. 

"  I  want  to  sec  Mr.  .John  (!<•  la  Reward,"  he  said. 

He  was  show  11  mto  a  small  room  on  liic  n<riu  of  iiic 
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hall.  He  sat  down  by  tlie  window  and  tried  to  quiet 
his  limfTs  and  hi^  Ju-aii  ;  and  at  tlio  same  time  he  izavc 
car  intently  to  tlie  faint  interi...  sounds  of  the  liouse  in 
the  hope  of  lu'arintr  that  voice  that  he  had  nevt  r  heard. 
What  al)surdity  !  He  had  seen  her  twice.  She  had  looked 
at  him  twice  :  and  hen-  he  was  seated  beneath  her  roof, 
lookinc:  out  (jf  one  of  her  windows  and  waitinj/  for  her 
father.  Suppose  the  ffentlenuin  m  the  white  hat  saw 
throu-rh  his  artful  dod^e  r  Jh  breatlud  di  ep  and  slow. 
The  house  was  very  (juief.  Perhaps  thev  were  at  lunch. 
'J'his  was  worse  than  waitin^f  for  /rro  hour. 

The  door  opened  and  the  tall.  !niddle-ao(d  man, 
whom  Hoi)  Sayle  had  seen  twice  I.efon-.  mtercd  the  room 
with  ]}ob\  card  in  his  Id't  hand  and  his  rijiht  hand 
extended.  IIis  near-si<:hted  ( yes  wire  lixed  on  his 
visitor's  face  with  a  kindly  intensit\   of  incpiiry. 

•Captain  Sayle,"  said  he.  •■  V.ry  ^r^od"  ,,f  \,,„. 
Kssex  He-iment.  ^'ou  kjKW  my  boys.  V,,u  v.cre 
Tom's  fi'i(  lid,  perha])s  ? 

'•  I  am  sorry."  replied  Ho!);  and  that  was  th«^  tndh. 
"  I  hadn't  the  pleasure  of  knowing,'  your  sons.  The 
Essex  had  icn  battalions  in  the  field,  and  m>-  service  was 
with  the  lifth  t^.r  a  time,  and  after  that  with  the  ninth. 
It-it  wjis  aliout  something;  (be  p<  rhaps  _\ou  will 
think  it  no  more  than  clu(ky  curioMt v— that  1  have 
taken  the  lilurty  to  call.*' 

"Not  a!  all,"  sai<l  the  otiier  quickly.  ••  .\ny  olbeer 
of  that  re;iiment— oflicer  or  man- is  w.-lcome  here.  I 
assure  you.  Come  up  to  my  Miidy.  Captjiin  Sayle. 
This  is  a  dull  room." 

Ho  led  tlie  way  uj)  stairs  and  intr.  a  larL'c.  cheerful 
ro(,m  at  tiie  l-ack  of  the  house.     A  tire  of  wood  Innned 
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(111  tlie  licuitli  iuid  llir  vsiiidnu  s  wvvv  open.  (.luiicirK,' 
(liiwii  IVdin  (i!ic  of  thf  (i))(ii  wiiulows.  I'ol)  saw  scm'cciis  oI' 
roli;ii,'f  iiiid  p;it<.'!ic>  of  lawn  ol'  a  irardcn  that  had  liccii 
hidden  fron)  him  in  the  street.  At  his  liost's  in\it.itioii 
he  sat  dii\vn  and  lit  a  cigarette. 

I  eatne  heeanse  of  your  name."*  he  s^id  awkwai'dlv. 

It  is  'ihusual  :  and  1  have  a  iViend  in  New  \'(.ik  whose 
name  is  l{eward.  K\(n  Reward  alone  is  an  unnsuai  name, 
I  th!id<.     This  sounds  friLTlitfid  eh<(k.  Tm  alVaid."" 

"  Far  from  it."  I'l  furii'd  the  oflier.  ■'  If  interests  nic 
preati)-.  Ixew.ird.  There  is  a  branch  of  tJie  family  in 
Can.'ida  li.at  does  nui  use  the  prefixes.  There  nii^ht  well 
he  a  iurmher  of  that  liraneli  in  New  \'ork  or  several  of 
them,  for  that  matte  r.  Theic  is  an  old  ^untleman  of 
the  name  ol'  Hewaid  in  New  Hruiiswif^k.  who  is  of  the 
family.  I  wriite  to  him  not  more  than  a  month  ajro, 
hut  have  not  yet  reeiixtd  an  answei-.  Jlis  f^'randfat her 
settled  in  that  colony  in  1SH>.  or  thereabout.  He  was  a 
\"oun^er     brother     of     my     <freat-j^randf;ir  hei."' 

('aj)taiii  l{ol)ert  Sayle  \vas  astonished.  He  had 
thouLiht  of  the  name  of  hi-  father's  riLdit-iiaiid  man  in  a 
Iheh.  at  thi-  veiy  ;iate  ol  the  house,  an  1  had  made  use  of 
it  as  an  excuse  for  riiiLrinL'  the  ixll:  ;ind  now  lie  found  it 
to  br  a  reason  a^  well  as  an  excuse  for  (;al!inLr.  .James 
Hewaid  had  once  t<ild  him  that  iiis  ))irthplaee  was  somc- 
uheri'  in  tlie  woods  n['  Xew  I?runswick  and  that  he  had 
left   it   in  the  twelflh  year  of  !ii^  aire. 

■■  .My  fiiei'd  was  !'o;!i  \n  t.'iat  j)ro\  ince.""  said  Dick. 

■"    \t  a  i»hiee  calhd  I'l -!,;■;■  ('i(tk.  in  \'icioria  ('o;;nt  \'  ?  "' 

"That's   it  I      I-'isher  (icrk      away   u])   m    the   woods. 

\\r    didn't    talk    aliont    it    nineh.     and    nexcr    mentioned 

his     propji-.       iir    iiii    iioim      win  m     iic     was    iiniv    i\vei\t' 
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years  old— al-out     forty    years    aLTo.     to    jiidrc    hy    his 
a]>|i(  ;:riUi('c."' 

■"  .\ii(I  \'  iiut  s,,it  ,.\-  mail  is  lir.  this  fii.-iid  ,,(•  voins  ?  " 
•■A  ^r,..d  s,,,t.  llr  is  .;ld,  r  tiiaii  I  am  \>  r  dichTt 
kiiMck  ali-!it  t'M^itlK  r  ;uid  fliat  s,,it  of  thin^'.  Fact  is  lie 
was  iny  fatlnr's  frit  iid  iiioiv  than  mine  a  ^reat  deal 
more  :  and  lie  is  a  \cry  husy  jh  rson.  James  Hewaid  is 
m>  l'atli.r"s  liuht-hand  man  and  has  l;((  i,  in  his  (•mf)|oy 
o\er  tw.-nty  _\iars.  Ih  is  piosfsscd  (,f  amazing  ituhistry 
and  l)Usimss  aeumen." 

"■  Ah  I  Hnsiiuss  acumen.  He  wonMiTt  i:,t  that  from 
his  mandfatlu  r.  .\i,,l  what  is  tlic  character  of  tJie  work 
he  i\ni  -.  {\>r  vdur  fatlicr.  nia\    1  ask  ?  "' 

••  15ankini,r.  Sa\  ir  and  Sears.  My  father  is  th(  whoh- 
lirm  now  and  Mr.  lit  ward  is  the  l)rains  and  th.  dynamo 
of  the  cut  ire  iju~.ine-,s."" 

A  ^r,,iiu-  h(,(.n:ed.  Mr.  Jolm  de  hi  Heuard  h)ok((l  at 
his  walch  and  t:"l  to  his  fed.  l!,,h  f,,ll,,wed  jiis  exampk: 
with  a  heaw  iieait.  Ih  had  shot  his  holt  and  hit  nnthim,' 
hnt  a  piiue  <:f  other  jJcoplcVs  family  history.  His  tinn- 
was  up  ;uid  his  (  \ciisc  for  callinLr  al  this  house  exiiaustc  d. 
What  pi.ssihlt-  excust'  coiild  he  lind  for  a  future  cai!  ? 
And  he  had  not  sri  i,  her. 

"  Lunch, ■■  said  (h-  hi  Ueward.  ''  I  hope  vou  are  free 
to  take  pot-hiek  with  me.  Captain  Sayh'.  If  so,  pk-asc 
do.  \\c  hav(  s(  vera!  interests  in  common  to  talk  about, 
it  semis  Ihe  rcLiiment.  and  Janus  Reward,  aiid  who 
knows  \\liat  others  ?  (  oine.  V(^u  have  no  other 
en,i:aL;"( nieiit   foi-  hinch." 

Hoi)  muinhli.l  a  few  polite  protests  even  as  he  acconi- 
pamed  hi ,  hnst  d,,\,  n  staus.  His  heart  wa-  as  llnhl  as  if 
iiad  i)cr!i  hea\  \-.      Ili^  luck  was  in. 
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■■  I  ain  ill  luck,"  said  the  host.  ■•  I  wu.  dcsirtcd  hy 
my  (iau^'htii  liiis  nujiniiig  and  was  lallRi-  divadini:  a 
Umv.ly  Itincluoii.  1  mu  dining  out  t(;-night.  fur- 
tunatfl)  .      Wmv  vi^it  was  a  jnirc  fall  ol'  liutk  I'ur  nic." 

He  did  iK.t  sec  iIk'  disma}'  on  his  guest's  ijute.  for  as 
he  luadi-  that  tragic  statement  of  desertion  hi'  f(»rged 
aheail  to  push  wide  tJie  door  of  Die  dining-room. 

lio!)  found  tiiat  lie  wasn't  hungry.  lie  also  made  the 
diseoV(  ly.  In-fore  tlie  meal  was  over,  that  he  didn't  care 
a  l.'oot  in  liell  lluit  iie  was  inteiested  in  only  one  member 
of  the  eoinhmed  faii'ilies  of  de  la  Reward  and  Reward. 
But  he  played  up  t(j  hi.  jit)st  like  a  man.  Of  James 
Reward  liv  t(jld  much  more  than  iu-  knew  ;  but  he  kei)t 
to  lumself  the  interesting  fact  that  his  father  was  so  set 
on  his  many;  .g  Mr.  Rewartl's  <laiigliter.  Alice,  that  lie 
(15oi»)  was  loalli  to  relurn  to  New  \'ork. 

Tiie   ct)lTee   stimulated    Hoi).      Ih    said.    ""  I    hope    the 
ileserlion  is  not  of  a  serious  nature." 
Desert  ion  '.'  "  (jiirried  the  other. 
Von    said    your    daugiitir    liad    desertrd    you    tliis 
morning." 

"  Ah  !  No.  it  i-.  on|_\  for  a  week  or  two.  She  is  visit - 
mg  iriijui.-,  out  of  to,,  ii.  NN'hen  she  returns  we  exjxct 
to  go  abroad  together  for  tlu  summer  to  visit  our 
Canadian  eousin." 

"  Siie  is  your  only  daughter,   I  supi)ose." 

Tlic  middlc-agcii  man  smiled  and  blinkid  his  short- 
sighted fves. 

\\  hieh  ?  "   lie  asked.      "  I    'laxe   two  daugljters  aiid 
an    adopted    daughter." 

■"The  one  who  descrttd  you  this  morning.  Jiut  it 
si-ems  iiiiil    \ou  iiave  Ijcen  deserted  i)\    ail  iiinc" 
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"  That  was  tJie  adopted  oiu-.  ne  others  are  married. 
They  desertdl  me  lonir  atro  for  tJie  fleshpots  of  K^yjit."' 

lii>\>  ^\\iJ.\,>\vv(l  \  h(  last  droj)  ..f  coffee  and  siuhed.  lie 
looked  at  Ins  uiitch  and  remenihered  an  appnintmeiit. 
At  the  door  th:  y  shook  Jiands.  and  Mr.  dr  la  Heward 
looked  at  Hoi)  iiitently  with  his  kindly.  I.hm.inj,'  eyes. 

It  was  very  Hionyhlful  of  yon  !o  call."  he  said.  "  I 
find  y.-nr  information  ahont  .lanies  Reward  exceedingly 
inlere.sti[!),r.  I  sJm'l  write  to  him:  and  have  I  yonr 
permission  to  m.ntion  yuur  name  to  him  ?  " 

'•  Do  so  hy  ui!  ineans,'"  retnrned  15ob.  '  Is  there  any- 
thiiii:  <l,sr  I  ean  d..  I'.t  yon  in  'he  matter  ?  J'lease  coli- 
sidi.!'  nie  a;   vonr  ser\"ice."" 

••  Von  are  very  crand.  Captain  Sayle.  I  shall  let  yon 
Know.  Your  address  is  on  yonr  card,  I  helieve.  I  sliall 
write  to  let  yoii  know,  depend  Ufjon  if.'" 

"  IMease  do.      Ml  he  deliyhted.      (;ood  morning,  sir." 

"  (iood  iiminmo,  jiiv  (l^ar  fellow." 
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r^AI'TAlX    nOHKHTSAVIJ.;.  M.(..  iaUnltluKsMv 
^      l{.L:!iM<nt.   r,<.,-i\<(l  a  c-aMcL'nun   IVoni   Xcw  York 
wit),Jiishivukra^ln,xt„..n„nK.      Il  uus  s,n,u d  Lv  Jam.  s 
liv^Mn^l    ;ui,l     k.uI  :      -  \-,,„r    fatl,,,     pa.s,,i    unvuv    tl.is 
iiioniiiio  ri.iuv  Ih^iii,-  irnpuitant.""       \UA,  .aw  Ih.'w,  id^ 
distuictly   .■.i.,„.|,    ^JH■!l    1,,^   ^rlai.cc   l,rs|    nil   .m    th.ni; 
I'l't    alt,r    thai.    !!i,,n;..|,    h,     continii.,!    Im    .ta.v   at    •  he' 
r.'il'K^ria.n.  tin-  i,,r,ti,.  w,,,,!-,  .uam  ln:,r,  ,|„,   |,|^,     ,,.^,,,,. 
'■  'd   l»s.(|  like  Ham..  lul\,r.    Ins  ,.x,...      And  .unic  ..f  tl,. 
^^af(..■all.l  tlu^  llanu.  m  cmcd  t-.^H  at  h-s  Inain  and  ii.  a.  r 
"'"nl.m-  Imui   and  Iniitin.u  Inn..     Sudd,  ,dv  I,.    d,.,j,p,,I 
Hi.    fat.hil  i-Mccoi-jKipnand  rul.l.cd  |,,.  ."v.s  u,ii,  h,.!!, 
'■ands.     T<..n  Snickcn  j.i.krd  up  tl,r  cahl.  u,an,  and  nad 
i\  as  he  laid  i(   ..n  the  tal'Ic. 

-.My  (;«.d  !  '■  ,x<-laiin.(i  Sinckcn.     ••Sir.   I  am-    well 
sir.  yon  kiu>\\  I  " 

^"  Thank..  Snick.  I  kur^v.  Hnf  arc  vou  mmc  fhaf  is 
^\hal    it  sa\s  ?  " 

'•  (^iiitc  sniT.  sir.  Passed  UAvay.  it  snvs.  I  am  afraid 
their  can  I  Ix  any  mistake  ahoul  it.  A;..!  v..u  un,t,  h,m 
an  (  xtr;i  Uw^  i,  He,  ,.nl^  |;,s(  u,.k.  v-."  I  n,,lir.  d  it 
rnjuircd  lui)  stanips." 
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'•  II'  '!I  nr'vcr<cc  it.  Siiiok.     It  ro/v  ;i  T.-n^r  !,t  ter -.-uul  ;i 

JmHv  one.  too.       I  Usffl  to  jiilly  llilll  ;i  <J>-'n\  d.  ,i!.       lie  WilS 

more  of  a  pal  t!i;iu  n  lufhcr  1o  mc  Ami  I  ilidtTt  kwnw 
lir  w.i^  ill.  He  alw.'iys  krp!  liuiiM'h'  \u  t!i.-  pink  of  cnn- 
(lition.      I  cur!   I)(  !i.\r  if.      I.nrd  !      I  li;iv( n't  scdi  hiiu 

silKV^     I    j"illMl     M[)     ill    the     wintfl-    111'    "11         \\|;cl|     ]]•■    (■;U1H" 

ovii-  Id  tr\-  to  l.il!<  'lie  out  of  i| .  l],  want'  d  nir  to  ^fo 
hoiiu;  JiU'l  wai!  a\vli;k'  -l»iit  wIm  n  lie  I'uiiiid  I  (Hildirt 
he  wus'vrry  (l<Tciit  aWout  it.     .\ii(l  now  h,  "s  d,;id  :  "" 

I  am  al'i.iid  t  itcrr  can  Iw'  no  di  )uiit  of  {  hul .  -^ir.      \',,n 
will  111-  i-(turn!ni,'  f  i  Xi\\-  N'oi-k  now.  sir,  I  siipj.os,^  to  - 
to  sec  I'll  ill-  cslatc  ?  ■' 

■■  ()r  ciinisc.'"  said  Hoi).  And  aftci'  a  Inicf  pa'isc, 
diiriiiir  wiiirli  lie  jr;v/.rd  tmsrcin<_'ly  at  the  teapot  In-forc 
liini.   lie  add-  d  :     ••  V      .    sl,.,uld   I   i^n  ?  " 

'"Till-  al'faos  of  the  I'ainily,  sir  of  tli-  hnsiiicss/'  j-c- 
plied  1'o:n.  "•  \'<>\i  aii-  now  t!ic  h' ad  <>(  tli-  family, 
sir."" 

■■  Jainc>  Kiward  is  tlnrc  tlic  niosl  aiijc  and  most 
honest  man  m  N'ow  \'oik.  My  fatli.T  tiusl,  ,i  iiim  and  I 
trust  him.  My  sisters  arc  I'ldi  m  th'  ii-  own  riirhts  unil 
hy  marriaLTi-.  .\ow  that  he  is  ifon.'  thcic  is  no  Inirrv 
uliout  my  j^'oinif  home  I  should  li,i\-i'  ■_:  <}<•■  }„  i'or<  n 
time  to  soc  him. 

IJiil .  -ir.  \oiir  mtcn'sts  I  I  in.airin''  tlnri'  ai'i-  million^ 
eouccrnMk  \'on  nrist  no'  rorj,fft  your  own  interests, 
sir." 

^  "  I  1  to  ha\c  for;fotten  sonulhiMij  more  impor- 

tant to  tii.an  millioMs  of  morjey.  Snick.     How  can   ( 

j^<»  away  Crom  I,ont|on  now  ?     Von  scorn  to  forfjet  tiie 
the  ijentUiriun  in  the  whit<'  hal." 

*'  Vo.  sir.  I  assure  vou.      Ihit  this  |^  a  sei;oiis  matter. 
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Lilt  v.c  know  thai  ho  is  n,.t  I  hnv     (haf  !„•  ,.  d.ud  ' 

1    ^hnuUl   \rxvr  .nuv  \hv   UU.UU-ui    I    -.  ,t    off  f  he  HC.i  i  V-   li.t 

"I  til.-  army.  Un\  uliuf  is  th«  u,,,,,]  ,.r  ^r,,,,,.,  n.,u-  v  \, 
'"'•  tli-  irsp,,.,si!Mlitics  ,,r  u,,ilth  !.-1  .Jaims  H.-wanl 
7''";;"<"  .nul.-tak.^tlKn,.  ^■,,u  rall  inv  inhrntaiin- 
"!  (l-liur.  a  MTKHis  niuftrr.  TiH^n  ^^hat.  in  II,a\.M\ 
naiiH-.  ,1m  ;,nu  ,..-iil  tins  this  ,„Httr,-  that  n..u  rn-a-cs 
all  inv  th.,unht.  ,iav  and  ni-ht  '.'     Wliat  <\\,,,i  rail  it  •'"' 

•■  I  ^hah'  an-u,  r  y.,,,  lVa:,klv.  sir.  a.  I  hav,  aluavs 
'insunrd  y..,i.  ,:,  p.-nl  a,  in  saCtv.  I  .all  it  an  affair  "..f 
tnc  miHKi nation,  sir  a  n-inantM'  suldicr's  Nvhi,,,  an  idlr 
und  [xu'tic  Hviitk-nian's  r..n,an(;c.  \,,u  ar,-  v.-un-.  sir  ; 
ami  111  Jic;:rty. .ware  cv.n  ynnnsjcrthan  in  v<ais.  .\  Ha.jj 
of  eyes,  a  nuclinir  of  glances  at   the  .iitrancc  to  a  tuhc 

"''''"'"      '" '^^"'f     and   tinr.'  vm,,  ai       sir.      I).,rs  it 

sivni  lik.ly.  sir.  that  tin  ladv  v..ii  d,,,,"!  I  ,,,  .^,„i  j,.^^,. 
so.n  nnlv  twuT  ,s  iMlt.r  ..r  r'Uvrvrv  ,r  „,  ,rr  h.antifnl 
tJian  an>  one  ..r  all  tli<-  ladi.  s  x  .  k„,.v  7  It  cannot 
possibly  h.-ival.  sir.  It  isu-|in  nason.  If'  m.^nshinc, 
sir,  if  \on  will  pard.  n  nc  jnr  sa\ mu  s,,  a|i  v.ry  w,  ;| 
lor  vrstrrdaN.  Mr.  h,il  to  !.  Inal.,1  ai  its  tnu"vahi'r 
nov,  that  niati.r,  ..f  wal  inipMtanr.-  (hMiiaiwl  \,,ur 
jittmt ioii.  sir."' 

"Totn.  I  lliMi.^riit  yr.ii  M.mld  niid,rstand.  I  thoimht 
yon  already  niiderst..od.  Voi,  havr  talk,  d  to  ),„■  as  any 
well-nieaiiin^  slruiiL"  r  ininhl  talk.  M<.ons|||iM  I  .M,„)n. 
shiiK-^and  suiishin.'  atv  ,  ne.  .My  fatlKr  has  ..ft. mi 
named  :m\  1  <  i,a\  lour  in  this  war  as  nioonsjun,'.  H,-  \vas 
ritrht  an.l  Iherefore  I  was  ri^dit.  1  have  loll.. ^v,  ,1  ,noon- 
^Inne   thr..ii;:h      u,ll.   you    know;    and  now   that    1    sec 
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aunt  Ik- r  I'liLiiit  V  f;l(  jviii  <>t'  it  urn  I  to  t  urn  aside  1 1;  -t .  iu^K' 
with  my  poor  rich  father's  accounts  ?  A  wliiin  I  Snick, 
1  t  lioiiuht  l.'ct  tcr  ot"  yor." 

'i'hc  valet   nioistcncil   his  Hiis  with  his  tonyue. 

■■  I  (In  iiufh  Tstand  I  "  he  exelainied.  ""  I  said  those 
thiiiifs  li(cai-e  it  was  my  duty  to  say  tliem.  Let  me 
^ct  you  lVe-,h  tea,  sir.     Try  to  eat.  sn'."" 

Hut  IJo'i  didn't  eat.  He  wrote  ktt<  rs  to  jii'.  sisters 
and  .laMies  |{c\vaid.  neusk((l  I'or  I'uU  patt  leuhirs  ( 'f  his 
Cat  Iter's  ilhn  -s  aiid  d'-atli.  Iml  did  not  men  I  ion  his  fat  iiei  's 
estate.  He  went  to  Hampton  (ouit  alter  hineh  ;u;d 
spent  lonely  hours  on  the  ii\er.  He  I'l  !t  reruoisr  inr 
Hot  ha\in'i  ^one  home  lo  sic  Ins  father  the  moment 
he  had  Iteeii  released  iVoni  the  aiiiiy.  'I'liat  hail  twin  in 
Feliruaiy  two  month-  aijo.  'i'lure  ji.id  ically  Iki  n 
nothing  to  kv  p  him  Ih'Ic  then  except  a  whim,  nothinir 
then  to  keep  him  auay  liom  Xew  N'oik  except  his  fond 
parent's  a<'li\ities  as  a  matchmakei-.  Hi'  should  !ia\e 
jionc  home.      Xov.  it  was  too  late. 

He  dined  before  returmn:,'  to  town.  He  sp,  ut  the 
eNeiiinij  aloiu  in  his  rooms  :  his  f  houidils  I'uJl  of  he-  tat  he  i'. 

The  iirst  post  next  morning  Inou^ht  him  a  h  tter  fioui 

Xew    N'orL.         Ill      fecomii/.td    the    writing'    "H    the    e|i\(|(ipr 

and  opened  it  with  cau'c''  tiiu.Mi-,  It  w.r  Iroiu  ins  father 
and  d.ited  t  he  I  .")t  h  of  .\pril. 

"  l)i;.\H  Hon.  I  feel  it  my  duty  'o  trll  ymi  lh;it  lu  my 
opinion  you  aie  not  playin;,'  the  ;„'anu-.  1  should  ha\e 
t(jl(l  \'ou  so  I>it'iire  this,  f'.r  it  ha>  Ixt  n  iii\  "iunion  |oiii.'cr 
,    .III  I  care  to  say." 

'"That  is  e()eeriitij  !  "  exclainied  Hole  tor;^'(  1 1  :c;4  ior  a 
moment  that  t  he  writt>r  was  dead.  "That  help'  l)i  fore 
breiikfast.      I  11  hand  hna  haik  a  hot  one  tor  this.  " 
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And  Mkii  he  reiiieiiilHTKl. 

'•  V..U  urc  old  niuuirh  lo  take  lifr  sf-riou^lv.  V,,u  liavr 
h.td  yourllinir  ..ftr,,  un.l.r  prol.-.t  lV,,n,  i,,-  and  now 
I  w.uil  VMM  to  cnUH-  hnuw  aiid  !„■  practical.  Vou  can  n.. 
l'"i,U.T  make  the  uar  an  cxc.uv,.  f,,,  .vuiainm-  <,n  tl,r 
wn.nur  Md..  nfthr  AtlantM:.  Hut  1  l,avc,d  al!  this  to 
you  IhIuiv.  n.  vain.  I  now  find  it  n.v  painlul  dutv  to 
l^nni:  you  to  your  scums.  I  i,av,  ,<a.,.n.d  u,lh  x'ou  • 
.-tnd  you  have  refused  lo  sc,,  ,-,  as,,n.  Vou  haxc  aluavs 
'"■'"  «'''<'*'>l"l  .•in. I  polite  ,n  '..,ur  l^.-.  dU.^u.  ^^  to  mv 
widns.  la.liui!  -  hut  y..urjoy,.uM,e.sand  ,.  ,od  n,„iners 
arc  not  to  .ave  yon  anx  lon-er.  I  _..n-e  uav  to  x  ou  lour 
y-arsn-o.  ,u  the  mat  ter  of  your  takm- ;i  <nn,M;Ks,on  m 
"'*■    '''"U''^''    army,    fhinkmir  (|,a!    ,f  \,„,    sur\iv,d    that 

<l"lt^UlM■al^■(!-fo^pi,.(•eof,,ui^oti,•tMmfo,,!n■v  vrMMv,,uM 
make  some  .ffoit  t..  ohji^,-  ui--  later.      |  Me'n",,w  Unt    i 
was   uronjr.      J},,!,.   y..u  aiv   my  onK    son.      I    uant    vou 
lieiv.    wucre   you    Im-Ihi,-      Hot    to    dave.   as    I    slaxed"    at 
.your  a,r,      hut    si.nply  to   live  a,  a  un.nn   man  should. 
'"If    1   have   said  all  this  to  you  iMJorc  !      Xn\v  ,vad  th-s 
carelidly.      I   |,aN,.  made  a  neu    v., II   t,,-d;i\      aiui  wh.  n 
voM    nr>    this.    sou.   pack    up  and   (ou,e   |,ouu    and    Ii<  |p 
HK    hum  It  and  make  a  y(  f   new.  r  one.      .Mark   that  ' 
irvouryearsofs-rvicein  the.irm\  haveiri  drprix.ii  v,.u 
"I  your  und-rslandiiiLr  of  I  he  Kn-lish  lannuaLr.-.      In  this 
'"''■    '^'"   >""   •"-■  <'"\^'i    !""■■  f>„   thuusu/nf  d.,U,ns.     xi,t 
'«>!  fhousand  a  .piarter.  o,-  .vn  t.  n  th-usand  a  y.  ar 
l>ut  just  l,.n  thousand       The  ..Id  will  h.l.l  a  v.  rv  dilh-vnt 
slory.      ^est,■^dav   y,.u    u,.,v   worth    (In    nion.'v   an. I    ,ts 
eMmvairnt.    anyway)   sir   millions   nfdnlhr.s:    '  \\,u    .-an 
uork  out  Ih.'ddTerei:.'.-  for  >  . ,u,  s,  If.      IMlerc.,m.    home 
hy  the  niAt   h,,at.   Hoh.  an.l  )m  Ip  m.-  d.alt  auothei   udl 
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•'*'t  ''•  !'■  '>>■  t'i'-  l">!ii  wf  May.  <M-  tliiN  (.!,.•  standi.      ^■.■M^ 
"Illy  t'aflMr.    K<m;i:i!T  X.  Savi.!:." 

^  ■■That    il„-.    il    !  ••    r.iuii    l;-l..       ■■   I    w,.u!,lM"f    u.,    h:,n;u 
•'['•■'■    "  '^f        ''"•■    ''•-    !:m.Iic_\        even    if   lir    \\Hs    slill    uKvr! 

X".  I  <l'urt  !i:.;iii  tli;it  !      and  !„•  <1m,  s  ,i,,|  uKan  v.lal   h,- 
lia^    UMil,.,,.      lint     I    -,v,.ii!,liri     iukc    [\u-    six    i,i,ll,oiis. 


11        Dajiin   Ihr  six  iiiiilioiis  !      He  t,i,cl  t..  I'r.l.! 


•I     !!' 


(HAl'TKN'    I\- 


wr.n  .AM)   WOOF 


iV'I  '*■  "^  '^^^'^  in;\\  AlU)  had  rcachcl  tlu- di-ath-iud  of 

tlie  (l.cii,.-  an, I  Mr.  T,  .dliuiit'  i-  I  ii.-  iawycr.  Tiicn  lu'  li;"l 
III  .I'd  particular  ,  i.i  tin  (lew  will  I'm- the  lir-t  time,  i'roia 
'riidliiintir.  Ilr  had  L'la-Md  s..iiRt]:in.L:  ■>l  tli.  kmd  !„■- 
fore,  hi>\vf\-,-i-.  :'vi,u\  iiiiils  di-..pp,  d  !,i!,i  dii.iM'i  thi-  past 
lortiii-lit  l,\-  Saylc  hiiiiN.  if.  S..  iic  had  caM^  d  inunc- 
(haicly  t'.  ('ai)iaiii  .'^ayl   .  m  I.t.ndwu. 

Jaiiic-.  Hcwai'd  '.".as  lift  y- two  year,  ol"  a^c  a  I'd  (M,int'i,it- 
ahly  ai.d  happily  «stahlis!,.(i  in  iif,..  as  \\c  already  knew 
iVoiM  his  Iciior  t(i  his  talh' i-  nn  F|vhfr  Creek.  .ludu'cd 
hy  tlf  eunhast  helweeii  his  ehildlK'nd  and  hi-  present 
siluali'i'i  ill  lil'i  .  he  was  a  IhiiiLT  to  wonder  a'.  That  he 
had  attained  the  a':c  n\'  lii'tytwo  Mars  ua-.  in  its-il',  a 
wundtiCnl  flnn;;:  thai  le  had  a1ta'i;<il  h.-ijipiiK  ss  was 
niarveUoiis  ;  juvi  that  he  p(.,-rss,-(l  worldly  wealth 
socined  inciedilile  ni  the  li;jht  of  his  h<>p<lesv  hcLrinninL's. 
Hnt  .ill  t  he.e  I  hinys-  his  yhm  in^  'nt',  in  hi- s|  a'wart  iiidy, 
iiis  dMiiicstie  hapi)in.  s  and  his  aeeniun!at(d  doUa's-. 
were  h\\[  the  attnhntes  and  (tutv.ard  t  \  id.  nei  s  nf  the 
(Mowiiiiu'  wondei-.   whi(di  was  hiinseir.      In  sj)ite  ci'  \\,d 

\i  i-w    I  I  ,\      ill    ^  t  II  t  .>    Ill'    .>vi<>l'    f/.x    l.i <  I / ..  e        I    ..    1      i:      1 
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ulien  he  ^.n'<  mily  six  years  old),  in  .^p.to  of  laiiiuor. 
n.-rl  ct.  l<M-n.r.  aiul  iiis  stcpiiiwt Ikt.  \u.  ^^,■^^  the  iron' 
ncrw-.  jii,.  sound  l).,dv,  the  stroti^r  aiid  iiiuU  rstan<linL' 
ii'arl.  und  thr  ol.arund  tiicl.ss  I, rain  of  1  he  s.cond  ('lass" 
■|'"  elnsMlv  l.rainv  is  surdy  pcrniissihl,  .  Janu  ^  K*  \'  ard's 
iiiiiid  l..ok.d  nothnm  in  <|n;dity  or  (piantity.  hut  it  was 
"I  tin-  road  kuul.  It  was  clear  an(i  wateliful  a  nni.d. 
»■"••  n,a;,nization  and  eont.-Ml.  h  <lealt  M,tl,  estaMisl,,  ,1 
Tae!-  -aJln  r,(l  'lieni  tonetjier.  r.,l|,,w(d  th.-in  to  l-i.-i.-al 
(•"n<'lusionv,  j.laerd  (,'„■, n  vid,.  l.y  ^idr.  I.nilt  thrni  up. 
It  eouid  con^trnet.  !,ul  it  oould  no)  ei'tatr. 

.Iaiii.'>   wa>    !;;ui;'r  ;n    l.oth  nnnd  and    heart    than   his 
"iip!(,yer  had   h'.eii.  and  had  always  n;;,dr  h'^iit   of  Mr. 
S.ivl.  's  |\.;irs   lor   lioh.      On   more  th.iin  one  oeea^on.  of 
late,    he   had   arnird    uiih    i,is    Irirnrl    on    the   sul.j.ct    ..f 
v.'!ii;o    15,,!,,    .■!.(,, I    |,..,,j    ,i|^p!.,v..d    liaslies    of   heat    m    his 
arLrun.ent.      H,    not  onlv  exeus,,!  the  uay  and  sc mintdy 
inipraelicjj     ,,,m    ..f    hi.    friend    ;!nd    employ,  r.    hnt     he 
•'"■'';''"l^''    I'""'      He  <!'  feu<hd  liis  aetions'and  his  |;ieh  of 
"'■'^""      "•'■  '''•I'.v  things  thai   lh<-  (ithcr  eond.-mi:,  d.      Jt 
''^  !•'■"''•■''  I'-  >^'-''    liis  ;it(;iude  towards  I5ol,  v  as  Ih.'  only 
"■•''^""  "i-if   ':-'!  i-'|>t  S:ivh.  from  t- IhuL'  !';i;i  of  Ih.    n,  u 
will  ■•ind  ni:.|anL:  hM  the  d-  i;i,ii,  of  i!   know  n  to  !nm.      On 
''"■   '•'^'    ''•!>    "I'  April.   Ihr  da>-   I X  fore  Sayle's  (h:,lh,   h<- 
''•■"'  -''""'  "!'  '"  ""■  luilh'on.-iMr  m  l}oh"s  eause  with  iiior.' 
than    usu.hI    fiarskness   and    .-it    n.orc   than    Usua!    lenirth. 
He  had  WK.uuht  tiien  h.-tl.r  than   he    knew.  \:.\\,y  th,.m 
ii<-   ()••   anv   livitej   p,  rson    should    (\.r    know.      If  Sa\le 
'|.-"I   ii-'u   LUV'.P.  anotlar  hour  of  Hf<       ih--   h'-nr  h.'   had 
ask,  d  h.i-     .)a!n(  s  II,  v,;,!. I  w,,uki  have  sc  t)  fhe  r(  sujis  of 
h:  .   ai':.Mii,i<  nt . 

/  t.    1  I     1  I  >  ...        ... 

■  -..   ;;;.;:   o;c.i  .,•  .;i,   »,,  \s,w,i  jiaij   i,,i(i  r^avic    I  iiat    liie  s,  ii 
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was  ri^'lif  an.i  the  faiiHT  \v;i^  wrni-r.  H,.  f,.,,]  ^.^jd  . 
■"ijol'  rra!i/cs  lii,  rr.[):,n>i')ilitics  fai-  more  finnc^tly 
*''■'"  >■'"!  'I''-  ^''■^  -:fv  tiia!  lif  lia^  1  M||,i\-r,|  Kkc  a 
tlK-uirhil,..,^  i,,,v  llir.,Mu!,,uit  llirs,-  last  live  y.;iis  tha! 
lie  has  l)(  rii  i!iri)iisi,l,i'a!  (■  <,['  vmim  tVclin.;,.  inuliit  it'iil. 
s<  Ills!,  ami  hr.-i  |sti-.,n(,r  ;  an. I  Isayllia!  he  lias  lif  cii  rii:lit 
■'''"'  >■""  ''■'v-  1-Mi  '.vn,!!,'.  that  lie  lias  hcl;a\c<l  like  a 
iii;iM  ;iii.|  pav  at  I  cit  i.m  t,,  (jij.  like  a  L[rnf  Icin.iii.  T 
do  iimI  iiM'  t!ial  \v,,i',i  iijliiiy  in  tJiis  c  mii-ct  i..n.  H,,l,  has 
li.'i'!  ar|\an!-i'j.' .  wlt'iclt  \-,,\i  an<l  I  \\i]\-  tci  lui^y.  (ir  Ino 
P  """•  '"  knnw.  a:Hl  he  ka.  niadi-  the  must-  >,\'  tluin. 
Tlin-cnirc  hi'  is  \n\\r  ^wui  v'mv  and  mine  \'(>ii  ai'c  a 
l)iisinc-s  tn.-iii.  Dnrin;,'  thr^c  his!  y,ars  y(.u  have 
l)(,'ha\'i(l  hkc  an  ordinary  hn-incss  man  damned 
ordinarv  ;  and  vnwv  ^n]\  i-i^  |.,'lia\td  like  the  </(  nth  man 
tli'd  fi''  is.  \'i'U  siiMiild  in-  pKiud  of  him.  'I'o  m\-  \\a\- 
i»l'  fhinkmLT.  S'-nr  h..\\  htl!,-  hnuvr  is  wwi-th  m.nv  than 
til''  ciil  iiT  hcails  and  h'  ads  ..f  mi\  t  \\<>  lins\-.  i/rcLrrcssixr. 
dntil'nl  ;Mi<i  s,-lhsii  .m,is.  Man.  iii\-  s:mis  aiv  iiKxhl  smis— 
hill  f  wish  t.)  li.-ax-ii  th.>'  had  a  .park  u|'  IJul/s  hnv  in 
"i''i'"  ''rlii,-s  and  a  Lhani  of  j.is  imiiL^'nat  iun  in  ihiir 
sknIU.  And  ynii  .-xpi  cf  15.,!)  to  CMin-  h.*mr  i.ow  likr  a 
'•^I'l''-  ''"!ii  !•'  do  !!;,■  (hiii-rs  that  111  x'  soi)s,  and  \  on  and 
I)  iiHVi'  to  d)  '.(ra'.'sr  wc  know  11(1  hillrr.  and  manv  jnr 
ht'c  s,.ni<MU.'  (,-r  \-,,iir  c'looM'n .:  !  My  d.  ar  nid  iVi'tid. 
\  <tii  arc  cra/.v  ! 

'I"Ii'i>  liad  .lani.  i{.ua;d  taJkrd  I,.  |{.,l„rt  X.  Sa\-1'- 
""  "'■■i'  ''^^f  da\  .,!'  .\pr:l  :  and  if  thr  milhonaii.'  had 
\>v>-n  <:raiitnl  thai  rxlia  h.uir  t.!'  lifr  imp  wlrch  he  had 
ask.  d.  .James  WMiild  ha\c  l.:n..\',  n  that  his  iahk  had  horne 
'''■nit.      Ihit  as  it  A\as.  hi(li(hi"i   kno\'..      Xi,  .,(,,■  kmw. 

I'oIm  it  X.  Sa\  h'  w.a-.  1,111-1,  il  .•in,l  I,,.  ..  .1 
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<iaii!,'iil(rs  iiiJi.ritcd  t  iR-ir  niilliMii-.  cf.iisitis  and  allIlf^  tlicir 
tens  ,,r  tli.,u-;ui(N.  <'lmr(!Ks  .-uhI  cjiuill  m  -,  th.  ii'  iiiii;.l:.(ls 
"Ith.Mi.ands,  and  .lanK  s  I.N  uard  a  n.ili,.,n  and  the  nanir 
and     m„,d\vil!     of    th,.     linn.      Tli.      dan-jidds     inl-(Mt<<l 
.s<i\ic(s  .,!'  Ml\(r.   h(,i-,s.  cHis  and   Imnsrs.   CMUsins  and 
aunis  ndM-rit..!  j^i.-tnivs  ;,!,(!  fnnnlnr.   and  .James  l{«\var(l 
a  I'lN.dimuus  )d>iar\.      An  unnan.fd   Lcir.   ■•  v.Iimsc  nanii- 
^^'11  !'C'  ('"iind  in  Ihc  att.icl.((l  -,  al.  d  vn\th,]>r  addressed 
t(.  James   Hev.anl.   (Ih-     aid  (nxdupe  -,addiv  .. d   to  he 
openrd   i„   pn-.alr   hy   I'le  said   J^.mi  ^    Hruard  and   tiie 
name    Uirreiii    made    km.wn    to    tnv   s,,n.    h'-f-eit    Sa\!e. 
I'er,.re  iKiiiLidisrl  .,c'd  t..any  ot  li.r  person."  mlirrilMl  to 
<'"■    '""*•    "f    5.'.):H).()(M)    of    dollars.      As    tor    ••  ,,iy    son 
H"!'erl   Sayle.   laleoftfie  Ks.,  x   I{,.Miinent  oflhe   I'^ntisi, 
Arm\-.""    the   ^nm    of    Id.ooo    dMllais    was    tl...    |„st    that 
Juna/.inL:   last    will  and   testam.  nt    conid    he    mad.'   to  do 
f'<"'  liinn   no  matler  Jiow  (,||,  n   it    v  as   read   or  in    what 
portion  it  v,a>  held.     And  James  Reward  was  soK- cxecii- 

t'T    ..f    IJle    Will. 

James  H,\vai-d  opened  the  scaled  rnv.  I,,pr  in  the  pri- 
vac\-    ot"   his    piixafe    ojlice.    r(  ad    the    name    therein    set 
(l.Avn    in    th<'   liandwritinu   of  his   dead    in,  ,,<!   and    late 
(inplwy,!-,    ehaniu'd    colour,    whistled.    scowhiL    swore    a 
nmnd  oath,  re-it  ad  tii(   name  many  t-nies  witli  nmttt  rinjr 
lip-,    then    returned    if     lo    th(>    envdope.     res(aled    the 
tiiyeluj)e   and    plaeed    it.    to;:eth(r    with    the    will    in    his 
I>rivate  safe.      He  then  sent  anotlu  r  e;dile  to  ll.\,  Sa>  Ic. 
Ill     I.wndoii.      ■•  l>i,.ase    foiiie    home.      Wrv     important. 
Letf.r    lolh.v^/'      'I'li.at    ni-ht    h.     wn-t.     tjie    l-tier.      Il 
was  a   loiiLT  and  aff. riionate  sciKd.      It    tohl   of  Hohcrt 
X.  Sa\le\  smhirn  deafli.  and  aU  pailienlais  of  the  will 
:.;•-. .iv...ig  liic  ciau.-)c  ieialuiL;  in  iiie  seaii  (i  i*  iter,  with  the 
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<'.\(!c|)tioii  of  the  nuiiic  ill  thr  It  ttcr.  Of  the  uaim  Janifs 
wrolc.  '■  Tnlos  viMi  (I.iikuhI  I  his  of  me.  I  slniU  kci-p  it 
t"  iii\  .s(  if  lint  il  I  .>cry(>u."  Arciiiu-st  I'liiiust  met  imiscdn- 
c(Tniii>rllic(l.>p(,Mti(aiMfllict(  tilliMu^aii,l(l.,il..!sl',,ll.)Wi.cl; 
aii(Ulic'lcttcr(!.)iiciiul((l\V!lli  iisMiruuccs  oi'  iViriid  p  ;uid 
udiiiiiulioii  ;iti(l  ol' (•;iLr(.i-[u-,s  [\,r  a  , needs-  imctiie'. 

James  Ke'.vurd  tiuii  set  lo  work,  like  tiic  Iiomst  and 
tiii.r(.ii._'li  iMi.iiiess  niaii  fhui  he  \vu-.  to  cx^cuif  Ihr  will. 
This  was  n-)  ii;,r|,t  t;i,.k.  The  t'laimanls  io  lualK-Lrany 
cai'd-tahle^  and  hrass  l!!(-ton<.;s  ^fave  hini  more  ti«iul>lc 
than  (lid  the  claimants  to  inilliotis. 

In  the  meautiiue  up  on  i'lslur  Creek,  old  IN.d  Howard 
continued  to  live  ins  lii'c  of  infeiior  iiidilfcreiu-e  to 
civilization  and  the  .i:rcat  world.  His  I)i.,od  was  slow- 
now  and  his  muscl--.  w.-re  less  act  i\  r  than  of  ohl  ;  hut  he 
hit  as  satisfied  as  c,  r  \\  ith  his  own  iiisullicieiKV,  .  His 
third  and  last  wife  had  left  him  some  ycais  heforc.  with 
his  permissi,,!!.  He  had  money  hi'Meii  awaw  pientv 
to  eat  and  smoke  and  Xnei  Sai^atis  to  hrai:  to.  What 
mon  V  u'd  a  man  want  at  his  aire  ?  He  chuckled  when 
he  thoii-ht  of  the.sc  twM  letters  that  Dan  \Vhalen  liad 
rrad  to  lui.i  (hiwn  at  I'laster  IJo'ck.  the  one  from  Xew 
\  ork  and  the  otiu  i  from  London.  He  told  Nuel  .Saljatis 
ahout  them  ;  and  Xoel  thou;,dit  he  was  lymu,  of  course. 
He  .showed  llu'  letters  to  Xoel;  iuit  t  ven  then  the 
Malisect  did  not  l)elicv(  .  for  lie  oouldirt  read. 

"  Jim  is  smart, ■■  said  Pod.  '■  hut  heain't  as  smart  a^  his 
old  man  yit.  C'ariuted  he'd  n-it  nie  with  that  there  five 
thousand  dollars  .rit  mc  to  s;iy  I  was  alive  s(.\  he  coiild 
come  up  an"  wJiale  the  life  outer  me.  Mul  I  told  Dan 
Wlialen    l\,y    to    uiile    ami    sav    as    Ji^w    I'm    ilvm]    an' 
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Suluitis  1,'nintcd.  Ilf  was  a  {rr.md  listener  l.iit  a  poor 
tulkrr.  lie  uoi  as  mueh  r-ui  <.ui  nf  tiiijiknm  tliin^r„  ^s 
iM->i  per.ple  ,1,.  uul  ,,f  sayin-  tlu-iii.  Wiirn  lie  spoke 
it    \vas  aiu.iys  (,,  ask  a  (iucstum. 

•  WJuii  Dan  rra.i  ,,iit  tliaf  there  letter.  I  see  wliat 
,  .Jnir>  iii'trv  like  a  Hash.--  enntiiiued  I',,.].  '>  ]\v  h,  ,n 
ku.ji'  l,,\v  till  he  irits  his  strenfh.  that's  it.  sure'.s  hell 
\-n  la-  eallal.  s  he  kin  lick  iw.  Well,  niavl.e  lie  kin  -" 
i'.u  he  -.tt.r  c.teh  ne-  lirst.  He\l  he  ^v,>^^rd  up  r.ow 
.liMi  u-.,!,!.  In  that  ther,'  Kiter  he  names  himself  fur 
•',"';  >'-^'^  "^''-  I'y  *'"•  jiilnpin-  snakes,  if  I  was  lif(v 
1  d  inv,te  iiim  al,.,m  an'  lay  for  him  !  D'v,-  n.ind  Steve 
1^'ran  ?  him  u  itii  t  he  re<l  hea.l^  ^w  hai  I  .lone  lo  him  ?  " 
"'■'""  neh  !nan.  How  mneh  ?  ••  said  Xo,-I.  Mrn,,n,,tr 
iUr  nierener  to  .^teve  Doran.  who  li.ad  h^en  an  hon.st 
ynun^^  woodsman  uiio  had  one.-  tried  to  take  an  ax.- 
h.andle  av/ay  iVom  I'o.l  jn^l  ujien  he  was  h.lal.ourin-  1  he 
'  <  id  an.l  shoul.l.  rs  of  his  y.,[\.  ..fihe  time  with  it. 

•  ll-v.  mu.'h  :  ••  .  x.laimed  P.hI.  anirrv  at  the  mternip- 
'"'"•  ■"  J  'I'iimo.  .M,.re  nor  v.-  .■,,nld  eount  in  a  M.-ek. 
I  ,-n.-..  DidnM  hr  sav  h.-.i  s..nd  m.-  liv.-  tln.us.an.l 
^.  dollars  qn.ek-s  I  e.,nld  ask  f.u-  it?  F,ve  thousand 
p  plunks  ji^f  lor  thr  Inn  ..•  lindm^r  ,,1.-  .an"  iHatni'  me  up  ' 
15nt  vv  m.n.l  .M, v  Doran  ?  I  eakhde  fil^t  v  was  j,.t  ahout 
>a^  tally  then.  \V.||.  ye  nund  what  I  d-me  to  .Steve 
1  )oiaii. 

■•  KiVk  -nni  m  the  hellv.-  said  Sahatis  in  his  emotion- 
I'ss  \-oii'e. 

>"  "Id    P.hI   ]U.,,f,vd  continued  to  talk  .-md  old    \oel 
Sal.atis    contimied    to    think.     Sahatis    f.-lt    a    devdish 
I  t  u  i!eu  now  and  th.-n  m  1  hr-  dnunkcn  muM'l.-.  of  his  rirjht 
■in:;;    aiid    .omcuun-.   ii.-   r^^arded   \ari.)Us   port ions'^ol' 
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l'M.l\aii.-it>'inv.  ;i.n'l  s.  .ctiin.  ~  tl'c  li"nil';ifl  oflnN^lK  ;ilh- 
kiiilc.  With  calcuhaiii-j;  (.-yes.  n<-  ^^n^  rl.  ;ul  ^;«'k  <^\'  I'nd 
juid  i.r  ii:>  IiraLVUiii-,'  t;i!k  uiul  oi'  hi-  l)ii!l\iH:r  \\uys.  Hi- 
)i;;'l  I'rll   tliis  \v;iy  uhuiil  iiiin  I'lT  y<  ii:>  ;iU(l  \(;ir>. 

i)<Avii  at  l'i;i'-!cr  K..ck.  1  );iti  WliaJui  v.a-  involved  in 
;.  |„,ut  "f  Iitriiiry  acti\it>  tlial  ciiuai.M  (1  cviry  niimitc 
lie  cMuld  spaiv  r!"iii  lii>  stMii-kt*-|)in<:.  his  ulliclal  dutus 
ai!(i  the  i)uri-iy  pcr-oiial  luallcivs  of  cat  in^'  and  Nlcc])nii.'. 
IJ.-  lo-J  .I'c.  p  "l)iii-  it  WIS  a!!  his  ..w  11  tanlt.  H  h.-Laii  witli 
II  .t,r  tlui.i   i-  ha(i  iM-,.miM<l  1'^  d  llr'A;!!d  t..  v.ritr  t-. 

.laiiirs  n.v^aid.  Thai  Idler  was  ,  asy  :  l)i;t  i(  \\h\  had 
seen  it  and  l.eeu  aJ-Ic  to  read  il  lie  could  n.a  ha\  e 
rceofrui/.cd  il  us  a  coniplijinci-  witli  hi-  iiisl  nict  mns. 

Its   eonstruetioii   presuittd    no   litciai\    dill. cult  ics   to 
ds  anth'.r.  h.A^e\ir.      W  sa.il  tliiii   I*-d  lUward  iia<l  keen 
j,Meati\   iiKAcd  \\li.n  the  l<tl.i    IVmim  Mr.  ,Ian;(s  Kewurd 
was  rrad  t  >  him.      it   v.riit   ..n  to  say  Iha;    !'•  d  w:is  no 
tnoic  ha.!id\    V  ith  his  pm  iiou    tliaii   he  had  Ixen   forty 
Years  a^jo.and  s,,  hr  liad  a-kr.l  hi    iViei  d.  \huur\  Wiialen, 
of  I'ktster  U>>ek.  to  vwitr  a  repi;.   for  huii  :    that  I'oddin.il- 
ton  was  poor  and  in  ill-iieallh.  hut   had  no  us.    for  such 
a  laroi'  si'mi  of  inonr>  a.s  live  thousand  (h-Uais.  1  ut  stc^od 
in    need    of  two    huii.Iiid    and    eouid    <'■•>    witii    an    -(id 
liundred  e\eiv  now  and  Hun.  as  li-  o-,\i(l  eonsid.ral.le 
foror.K'eiiesaiid  s,.,u:a.nd  that  such  sums  mi-ilit  he  sent 
t(dnn;  at  Phist.-r  Hoeknith.-  form  of  pr.sla!  money  ordirs. 
That  was  easy  :    and  then  Da.n  ocean  a  htter  to  John 
de  hi  lieward     "and  there  tis.-  troul.li'  started.      He  saw 
tliat  It  would  lie  u  t.ri-il  !e  ,^h...  k  t-  Jelm  to  admit  that 
lus    e..nsiii    I'.Mid  nuioi,    had    nexcr    -oni'    to    sfliool— a 
siioek  so  ereal  that  it   im-lit  di^roura -c  tlie  Kiurlishnum 
iVoni   visitin;.:   l',shi-r  Cir*k.      .Mr.    \\  haien   wauled  John 
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"M  I-,.Jkt  Lvvok.  II,.  cnt.'rtaim'.l  an  i,|,  .t.  i.av.v  hut 
^Ivon^.  tliat  ^.MnctJiins^r  niiulit  l.c  made  .,ut  nf  .J,.j,n  in 
i'-nnvr.iinn  with  Pnd  and  his  past,  .,ncr  in-  1,h.I  .J,,Jui  in 
i.w  \v(H,ds.  U-halcn  knew  sumfthin^  (,!'  I>,,d  H. -ward's 
i'^t^t  ;  th.M.irl,  n..t  as  nn..;h  as  Sahatis  ;  and  he  ,sus}K-cf  .d 
"loiv^-Imt  cvrn  lus  su^pici.ms  did  nut  muunt  to  -nurc 
than  N,,(-l  Sahatis  actually  knew.  II,-  ••  siz«  ,1  •'  up 
Mr.  .h.ini  d,-  la  Kewanl  as  a  u.a,ItJi\,  sehuhu-Jv  ■lu.l 
Hi;ia/,u,^r]y  snuj.l,.  Kti-lisi,  ^n-ntUnian.  lull  .,r  nunily 
fH^t-ry  and  hanuirss  fanuly  pndr.  He  J.ad  nad  s,,n,e- 
^•- J"'-  "••  "ther  ah.,:.t  just  su.-Ji  an  l-:n;rli,jj  ^,,,it!,.uan  as 
'liat.  And  he  caleulated  tluit  nn  .„k  hut  a  simpleton 
u-iild  stick  to  such  a  lon2-.vin,le,l.  ux  less  name  as  de  la 
Heuard.  hvn  old  IN-.Ts  Lnandiatlier  had  sliown  mt- 
iip-aiid-uit  to  discard  the  dr-  la.  stuff. 

Mr.  ^Vhalen  was  s/^tislied  with  lu's  caiealations  so  fur 

'•■'I     l,e    possessed    knowlednc    enou-h    of   iiuuiajiily    |,, 

n-..h/.e  tha^     ery  few  people  are  ahsolufe  n,(,|s.     H,"  had 

kii"uii  m,a  wiio  were  soft  and  hinrd  as  feather  h((l ,  n. 

■"""•  li'lds  ,,f  (hou-ht  and  iianl  .  nd  sharj.  as  kmv.  s  in 

"til*  '■-.     He  recalltd  to  memory  a  seh..olmaster  of  Jus 

.\-iitii  on  the  1)1-  river  vho  had  nev,T  heen  ahl,-  to  mast,  ,■ 

ti-s.mph-sci.-nceofpaidlin.uru  eanoe  without  ehan-Mmr 

-v,r  alter  eveiy  four  strokes.  an,l  vct  had  '•  n-nr,.,v,l '' 

like  a  wlnrlwind  and  a,-;  mi  and  a-am  displayed  ouahlies 

"■  ^-|spH.,on  an<i  detection  as  marv.llous  as  thev  had  h,vn 

'"M-pular  m  the  school,      Y.-yy  likely  John  ,le"la  Jfewanl 

^^as  as  smart  m  some  thin;rs  as  he  appeared  to  he  s,,ft 

'"   "th-rs.      In  all   j.rohahility   he  was  a  master  and  a 

Jii'li-   o|  th,-  diilicult  art  of  lei  f  <r-\\  rit  inj,'. 

\\ith    the    supposition    of  this   ])rohahility    f.,r   trnide, 
d.  :i  s.  t  i,,  vs.jik  Lu  answer  Jolm  s  l,"tttr  to  Tud' 
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In  this  affair  he  was  to  take  u|><iii  hiiiisijf  the  i(Kiitit\ 
of  I'od  -  liut  iK.t  of  tiic  !'(.<!  that  he  kiirw.  So.  first  ol 
all.  he  had  to  iniai,'iiic  a  I'nd  tii.it  would  lie  attractive  te 
H  si!!i])le.  seliolarly  and  wealthy-  Kii«,'Iish  jrentleiiian  witli 
a  threc-j)iee('  name;  a  kindly,  hi^jldy  ('(hieatcd.  old- 
f■a^hioned  Pod  ;  a  retired,  iiospitahle.  hoii(,iiral)l(^  Po<i 
who  lik(  (1  to  he  ealled  Potidinirton  for  short  ;  in  sfiort  a 
Pod  ]ik<'  iiotliiiiLT  hi'  liad  ever  seen.  IJnt  this  was  easy. 
Mr.  W'hah'ii  soon  iina<,dii(«l  a  Poddin<,rton  to  iiis  taste. 
Xo\v  eanie  the  actual  wiitinj,'  of  the  letter  in  which  thi^ 
aniiahle.  W(  Ihhre  I  and  sliirlitjv  d(.dderin<'  Pod  of  hi"- 
iniaj^'ination  w.is  to  he  carried  across  the  .\tlanticand  inte 
the  heart  aurl  convictions  of  his  Cousin  John.  An 
c\))ui-^rat((l  (hctionary.  a  school  text  hook  on  Mn^dish 
Composition  and  a  work  entitled  ■'Socitty  Correspcpiid- 
ence  in  all  its  IJranehes  ""  hirniid  the  raw  nuiterial  ol 
this   new   deal. 

Ml-.  Wli.ilen  did  it.  He  exeiti'd  a  <,foi'd  deal  ol'  sus- 
picion in  I'laslei-  Pock  while  he  was  ahoiit  it.  hut  lie  did 
it.  His  wife  thouLjht  lie  was  ei-a/,y.  and  so  did  he.  His 
dan^diter  thoM^rJit  he  \\;is  wiitin^'  a  hook-  and  some- 
f  Milt  s  he  wasn't  siiritlijit  she  wasn't  rii,dit.  Ih  acfpnrcd 
a  dist.'iste  tor  th<'  l'",ri:lish  lanuuaijc  that  ainounteil  tc 
distrust.  Put  he  wrot'  the  letter,  aildn  sstd  it  ai\d 
pi'ici  d  it   in  the  tnail-hair  with  his  own  hand. 

•  ii  l-ondoii.  Captain  Sa\  le  iiceivcd  daines  leeward"' 
s( cond  cahle^rain  and  paid  no  at  tent  ion  to  it .  Ih  kni  w 
Ih.'it  IJeward  waiitid  to  s(  <•  him  ahout  the  will  ;  hut  Ik 
already  knew  all  t  h.it  he  wanted  to  knowoft  hat  ilocnnient. 
That  is  what  his  father  thought  (tf  him  just  heforc  hi^ 
d'-.Lth  till  Ihoii^.uid  (htjiars.  I?i„ri,t  ,.iil  I.,t  it  stand 
id   Ih.t'.      II'    had  a  fi  w   <.lliei    I  !ioii-aiid  ,  m  a  .\ew    \'oik 
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Hank  anrl  a  lew  valuahlr  pictures  donr  I,v  (listin..,nshr,l 
""■;';■'"  p.wnt.Ts.  AKo.  he  hud  l.is  JuaHl,.  his'^l.nuns 
aiul  h.s  r.hu.at.on.  And  he  had  Jn\  iVecdon.- which  he 
''"'"  t  "'M)d  to  sell- and  his  unnnpaurd  appetite  lor 
•— n.lnn..  IJoh  entertained  no  fVars  of  starvation 
nr  vvvn  ot  hoofs  run  ,h,wu  at  the  he.ls.  Th.rc  was  the 
arn.y:  and  thnv  a;,rain,  if  the  wor>t  tran^pin,!,  was  his 
••'l-n^alion    as    an    entomologist.     U,.    was   <,uahfi.d  to 

«•;'""•<   '"t, at  science  or  to  writer  It.     But  n.ore  about 
lus  (  iitoiiojoi^ry  later. 

-Mr.  .I..|,n  ,h-  la   Reward,   M.A..   V.U.S..   VUdS     of 

I'""'  '"I"'"  ';'"1  ■''-^-  l^adclilfton  (.aniens,  weU-omcd 
■  -1.^  adoptcl  daUMlit.r  four  days  aft^.-  Captain 
'-"■■'  Saylcsv.s.t.  II..  toM  her  of  the  voun.  , nan's 
'■"'•  ,,V  ';'■'',  ?''"'^'-  '"■  '''-'•'■'he.l  (he  vo.u.^r  „,an- 
;^''\''''^'    •'-.''''■"-''''''' ''^- -'"'••'''•■-■ '--Hst^.nM^^^^ 

';;''7'f';-    f'''l;-lhnseslH.rt-s,,d,tcd.,vesh..,dnusscd. 
•^iin    l.tMtihed  and  eo|.,ur.d  at   th.-  drsc,,pti..„ 

ihal  isthev.ryn,an.-shcs;.d;    -  and  vou  t hou-d.t 
'';J-1  -'-•  to  1,11  you  al.oul   a  n,an  he  knew  nanu-d 

.lames    l{(\\;u(l  ! 

"  That  .s  vj.at  he  canu   lor.  n.y  d.ar,''  n  turned  .J,,hn. 
"•    '"'".eal.out  .Iun.es  Heuard-   an.l  I  an,  convinced 

;.-^  -''H.-,d.  that  .Ian.es  .s  a  son  of  l..,d.hn.tou  and 
"■'•''";'•   a   jrreat-ur.an.lson    of  (Hpia,,,    |.;,l,,ard    de    |., 

-anl.       '    .<    ^^hvdoyoucalllnm•thevervma,• 
'ii\    (|i  ,u-  (.•JiiJd  .'  •  ' 

■■"'••a-'s-  he  is  the  Very  man   I  want    (o  me,|,"  she 

I'  piled. 

.„"'!';;7"' "'"'"'  ''^^"-'i nhe  kss^x  ...d  u 

^•■'"V      '","""""  ^' •""•""    -as'.n.fa.re 
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should  say — .'uid  sccnis  a  wcll-niaiuicird  and  iutfUignit 
youtiff  iiiaii  hut  what  (hi  you  know  of  him.  my  dear 
June,  tliut  you  sliould  want  to  nictt  him  ?  Had  yt)U 
ever   luard   of  jiim   Ix  lore  ?  " 

"  No  ;  hut  I  liavc  seen  Jiim — twice,"  she  said.  I 
reeoLtnizc  him  hy  yiair  wonderful  chseription.  Dad. 
\'<.iii-  tw.iv^.r;^  of  ohservation  and  deseription  are  wonch'r- 
ful.  I  have  seen  him  twiee  wJien  we  were  toj.jethir. 
He  looked  at  me  \(  ry  liaid  hoth  times — as  if  lu-  wanted 
to  say  souii  thin^  to  me.  I  am  <:lad  he  called,  for  that 
means  he  took  the  trouhle  to  lind  out  where  we  lived  and 
our  name.     Did  he  ask  for  me  ?  " 

"  Now  that  I  come  to  think  of  it,  he  did.  He  asked 
ahout  my  dautrliter.  He  accej)ted  my  invitaiion  to 
remain  to  lunch  as  if  hv  hadn't  ( aten  for  a  week  ;  .and 
wlieti  I  told  him  that  I  was  alone  he  fairly  cnim})led  where 
he  stood.  .So  that  is  his  game!  I  promised  to  com- 
municate with  him.'' 

"'  Vou  h.'ive  his  address,  then.  (Jood  !  He  has  an 
honest  lace  ;  and  the  son  of  a  New  ^'ork  hanker  who  wins 
his  M.C\  as  an  oilicer  in  the  Ksscx  Hei^'imeiit  should  he 
eneoura^ed.  He  has  very  jolly  ^'icy  eyes.  Vou  must 
ask  him  to  dnuK  r.      Where  is  his  address  ?  " 

'■  I  ha\c  it  stiuicwhi  re,  my  dear.  He  gave  me  his 
<'ard,  uith  his  town  acMress  written  on  it.  It  is  soiut-- 
uhere  h(  re.  I  put  it  in  my  poclet.  Here  it  is.  No  it 
isn't.  Nou'  wlurc  the  misdiief  is  it  ?  I  have  it  somc- 
w  111  re. 

Hu!  he  couldn't  lind  that  <'ar(l.  Every  jxicket  of  every 
(•"a!  that  hi'  hiid  worn  :  or  !)iii:ht  hy  any  chance  have 
w  oin.  sjnc  I  he  t  inn'  of  I'oli\  call,  v,  .as  Mjirelud.  Lot  ^  of 
liuuLTs  whieli  he  had  iof^otltu  wire  discoviied,  t)ut  the 
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card  was  u<.t  found.  His  study  and  his  ludco,,,,!  were 
ransacked  -i„  vain.  Tlun  hv.  eud.ir.lli  ,1  his  hrains  h.r 
the  address  ;  and  that  clfurt  proved  equallv  vain.  He 
was  sorry  ;  hut  Juuv  was  sorrier,  for  she  had  hked  tlie 
way  that  youni,'  man  ha.I  responded  to  her  },danccs. 

Hceause  of  the  h.ss  of  that  card.  15oh  waited  in  vain 
'■'r  a   note   or  a   t,  ief)hone   rail    from    >rr.    Jolm    (h-   hi 
Keward.     Ihit  \l,]>  did  not  know  tJu-  reason.     He  waited 
day  after  (hiy,  l»i<.yin^r  )un,self  with  mornina  h(.pes  which 
ahvays  collapsed  and  l.t  him  (h)wn  l).f,,re  ni^rht.     So  he 
luuif't   mad.'  a  Jut    with  tlic  man   with  the   white  hat 
evidently.     Perhaps  he  liadn't  ••  put  it  ov<t."     Perlu.pshe 
had  l.een  to.,  artlul      hut  it   was  much  nn.re  hkely  that 
he  had   not    !„,n   artful   enou;rh.     H,-   waited.     .\s   the 
l'rij,rht  d;iys  wore  out.  lie  hecauu;  convinced  uf  the  fact 
tl.at  h-  had  huied  to  -^M  t  it  across",     hut  he  coidmuedt., 
w.'ut.      U,    u.uidnvd  about  the  town,  afraid  to  ^r,,  ..n  ti,.' 
nv(  r  .u-  into  the  e.-uulry  f,,r  more  than  a  few  hours  a,(  a 
•line     atranl    of   missin-r    a    m.ssa-e    fr.,m    Ha.h.jdft.ui 
(.ard.ns.     Two  we.ks  pass,.!,  and  the  lontr  ami  affect  ion- 
;it'   l«  Iter  arrived  from  Jam.s  JJeward      Hoi,  was  (h.-plv 
["nehed    l.y    tlu-  affection    m.   the   lett,  r   hut    not   at    ail 
!>>■  th.    mention  ,.f  ihr  niyst.  rious  name  m    the   s.aied 
<"v<l"P".     The  i.h-ntity  of  the    hnr  f..  tlure    f ,  w    n,U\ 
"""■•"MS    of  dollars    that    miuht    hae,-    h,,,.    his    meant 
""tin:,;/  t.,  him.      He  wrote  that  to  I{.  uard,  in  a  friendly 
\vay;    and  at    the  sanH>  fim.^  h,    ..xeus.  ,|   hmisdf  fV,,.;, 
Nailim:  to  Xew  \  o,k  .just  then  on  the  pha  of  more  impor- 
tant husimss  m  London.      H.-  w,  .,t  o,,  waitum  f<'r  a  word 
I'"'"  th.    man  in  the  w|i,t.-  I;at,  an.i  hunt  mm.,,- anot  h.  r 
--ii-'ht  ot  the  trill. 

''"♦'"■ '""nnntr  of  .Tunr  the. •Jul.  iJoh  aw,,k,  and  fnnnd 
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that  he  had  rcaclicd  the  end  of  his  tether  f)l'  inaction. 
lie  set  out  for  Hadehfrton  (Jarth'ns  iininediatcly  after 
breakfast.  Durinj^  the  past  WK-ks  he  had  done  this 
a  (io/.en  times,  at  various  hours  of  the  (hiy  and  ni^dit, 
\vith(n;t  once  making  his  ohjeeti\'e  ;  hut  this  inornin<,'  lie 
(hd  nol  pause  iii  his  stride  until  the  Ijrass  bell  Inside  the 
dark  green  (h)or  was  in  his  hand.  As  he  await  (<l  an 
answer  to  his  rini;  he  busied  himself  with  tlie  in\tiitioii 
of  a  few  intriunini'  details  of  the  historv  of  the  Fisher 
Creek  branch  of  the  family  of  de  la  Heward. 

Till'  same  middle-,  u'^'d  |)erson  who  liad  optiud  the 
door  to  him  before  ojxmk d  to  liim  now. 

'■  Nobody  is  at  home,  si'-,'"  she  said  piumptly.  as  iCshc 
liad  been  primed  with  the  riiuaik  and  ()osti<l  Ixhind  the 
door  all  rcjvdy  lor  him. 

He  stared  at   her  with  eyes  darkcntd  \>y  (puek   ))aiu. 

"  Thev  have  ijone  al)road,  sir,"  she  hasttmd  to  add. 
"  They  went  two  days  ajjfo-Mr.  tie  la  H<\\aMl  and  Miss 
June." 

'*  Al)road  ?      Where  to  ?  '"  he  asked. 

'•They  left  no  address,  sir.  Letli-rs  arc  to  be  Ik  Id. 
They  will  be  hinu'  in  Septemlx  i',  if  not  ixTore." 

Hob  turned  and  went  awa\\  'I'he  sun  was  shiniii;,' 
and  IJadi'litfton  (iardrus  lookeil  tinir  vt  ry  Itesl.  .\  bi;,' 
white  ear  went  l)y,  dri\'en  by  a  very  pr(  Ity  woi  lan  wlio 
fairly  glowed  with  the  joy  of  life.  15ol)  looked  at  lii'r 
and  wi>nder(d  dully  what  was  the  niatt(  r  with  lur. 
Suddenly  John  de  la  lb  ward's  mention  of  a  prihabU" 
visit  to  tlif  I'.iundian  cousin  lli|)|>id  m  hi>  brain.  lbs 
(■\(s  iinuhi.ii   (i  and  h<'  (iiiirl^! md  his  jm.cc. 
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0!,I)  I'tnl  H(  wju'd  c-iawKd  tViuii  his  lihuikcts  imd, 
witlimit  stiikiiitf  ;i  li,i:!it.  i)ull( d  on  his  hnols.  As 
hr  pulhd  his  lucath  Jiisscd  iiiroiiirh  his  sparse  fcclh. 
^^M^  woiilchi't  li;i\'c  iictchd  hi  sec  liiin  to  kimu  that  he 
wj'.s  in  ;i  I. 'ill I  tcrn|iri-.  'I'hc  t  unf  \s;is  close  on  niidni^dit 
iint  I'nd  d:dri"t  cart  a  hoot  i.i  h'  II  -a  hat  time  it  was.  His 
IVcdul  thoiinjhfs  of  Notl  Saliatis.  tiial  cussed  Injun. 
XocI  had  liccn  witJi  jiini  until  an  lioiir  u^o.  Not  I  had 
sat  with  him  lV(jin  si-vcn  till  eleven,  (atinj^  his  <,M-uh  and 
sinokin^r  his  l>.ltacco  and  j,Munt  ini.'  at  him  and  contrailict  - 
in;,'  him.  \'es.  Xoel  had  coiit  ladictt  d  him  thi<e  tmies 
that  niirht.  Ilat-footed.  in  u  hat  passed  Inr  pkiin  I'ji;ilish 
oil  I'l  hi  r  (leek.  And  he  had  ;fiunted  in  a  ua^tiei'  way 
than  usiud.  l\n\  knew  wha,t  Saliatis  meant  l)y  his 
grunts  just  as  sure  as  it  the  .Maliseet  swore  or  said, 
\  e're  a  har.""  .\|so,  I'od  knew  that  lu-  was  <lry--dry 
as  an  (^!d  moo  (diorii ;  and  he  fell  a  coii\  ict  iou  that  now . 
\'ii.!t(\ir  o'clock  it  mi^ht  happen  to  he.  was  time  I'or 
a  It  \\  drinks.  He  had  stood  lor  alxmt  as  mucli  No.  1 
S;ilat!s  as  he  ci'Ultl  stiimach.  H'  Sahatis  didn't  pretty 
-"-u  stait  Ml  catnip  ii-ss  and  smokini'  less  and  ctuiliaiiiet- 

55 


.)(> 


MOOXSIIIXK 


iMLT  U'ss.  tlu  TcM  be  a  hunch  of  ohl-rusliioiuil  ti'iuhK'  oil 
Fisher  Cicck. 

'•  I) thicvin'  (.1(1  Ijijiin  ! '"  cxelainud  Pod.      '"  I've 

wall. .{)(■:  him  heinrc,  and  hy  the  juiupiu"  Uec  \\'hittick(  r 
I'll  w.illoj)  him  ai^in  !  " 

He  felt  his  way  out  ofth'  cahin  and  ai.iuttd  to  a  lean-lo 
shed  in  the  rear.  The  li<  lit  was  poor,  so  he  d;i.mn((l 
h.'^di  heaven.  He  reco^ni/ed  and  icjoJcmI  in  the  mood 
that  wa>  upon  him.  He  kiew  it  ol'  old.  It  was  now 
neatly  a  year  sinee  he  \uul  last  iVIt  it  ;  and  on  that 
I»arti(Mdar  occasion  Jie  had  not  been  able  t<.  iuid  anvthinj,' 
living' —man,  won  an,  beast  or  even  Noel  Sabatis — 
to  vent  it  on.  Sometime-,  in  the  old  days  he  hi',d 
worked  it  off.  and  more  ofteu  he  had  fouuht  it  off  but 
it  had  always  sjxlt  a  busy  day  or  m'^Iit  and  trouble  for 
somebodv. 

In  the  sh((l  he  found  a  shoi  t-li.uidh  d  spade.  With 
this  he  (grossed  th(>  little  elearini,'  and  i-ntcrcd  the  ed.n! 
o!  the  fore>t.  He  movi-d  slowly,  mnllerinir  as  he  moved. 
He  wouldn't  stand  for  no  back-chat  from  Sabatis.  nor 
I'rom  no  .me  else,  red.  white  or  black.  He  was  Pod 
Heward,  he  was.  and  this  here  \\;i.s  MsIk  r  (rick.  He 
wouldn't  be  rid  o\ cr  by  nobody,  lie  wouldn't.  He  cal'- 
lated  lie  had  a  l'<  w  pounds  of  kick  in  him  yet.  .Vnd  so 
on.  .\nd  tlu  ti  some  more,  pod  \s;i,s  {'(dino  line  ;  and 
it  was  a  ;,food  thiiiur  for  his  neiLrhbours  that  the\  w«ri' 
ft  \\   and  far  and  seal  teicd. 

I'od  scooped  up  and  set  aside  a  slal)  of  ijreen  moss  from 
a  spot  suu'j:  a«.rainst  the  b.ise  ol"  a  bj^  spruce  tree.  He 
del\(  d  in  the  loj.ni  for  ;i  inmule.  tin  n  laid  tin  vp;i(leasi(h-, 
knelt  end  with  both  hands  Idled  a  woodi  n  box  Iron,  the 
hole    in    llie    ;:roMii(l.       It     w;;,s    jus!     Il,e    (.;dilia!\     sort    of 
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Ih.\  that  .-iiiy  firucvr  wiU  let  Vdu  carry  away  if  hr  is  in  a 
K"<h1  Juiinour  and  will  cliar^'c  you  ten  cents  lor  if  he 
i^n"l.  Pod  had  carried  it  away  witliont  reference  to  the 
hiiiiiMur  of  tlie  f^mcvr.  Now  he  nnioved  its  ever  and 
counted  its  contents  hy  touch.  Ki^lit  bottles.  Ei^rht 
l)Iaek.  four-sided  bottles  with  hij^rh,  scjuare  shoulders. 
Correct.  In  one  bottle  the  cork  was  loose;  and  that, 
too,  was  as  i;  siiould  be.  Pod's  exploring  linrrers 
detected  the  loose  crk.  He  s.at  down  beside  the  hole 
witli  his  back  a;,'ainst  the  tree,  lifted  that  i)ottle  from 
anionir  its  fellows  and  the  cork  from  the  bottle. 

The  old  man  lilled  his  mouth  until  his  wrinkled  cheeks 
"ere  di^teiuhd,  ;i,nd  ;,Milped  i'  down  in  one  mot  ion  wit  hout 
bafliui;  an  eye.  Then,  rcstini;  thr  bottle  on  his  knee,  he 
bre;»,thed  noisily  ;i!id  /glared  around  him  eha!len^rin<rly 
in  th.'  darkness.  -  One."  be  said.  ••  Two,  an'  I'M  (\ni<^ 
<  Ik'  hide  olfeii  him  an'  thre.-  I'll  kill  him,  the  sassv,  thieviir' 
Injun  ! 

II.-  rep(>iited  the  operation.  '-Two,"  he  said.  Til 
larn  Xoel  .Sabatis  w  ho's  boss  on  Fisher  Crick.  Cariates  I 
ain"!  as  smart  as  1  uster  be.  I  ^n.ess.  Sass  nie  back  in 
my  own  house,  v.ould  he  r  St.ve  Dorau  tried  that  on 
an'  look  w.'.-.at  iiappeuerl  to  .Steve  Doran  !  The  time  was 
wh.n  uame- wardens  was  scart  to  en.ss  uie  on  this  crick." 

H«-  ..I.'mI  his  mouth  with  ^'in  tor  the  third  time  and 
svvul.M^ve.t  it.  if,,  had  a  capacious  mouth.  The  <,riu  w.as 
pre  pi  Libit  ion  stuff;  and  Pod  was  not  a  steadv  drink.'r. 
Tile  devil  that  was  in  him  danced  a  lively  ji;,'' and  t(»ld 
Inm  that  he  was  as  tr<>od  a  jmhii  us  h<-  had  evr  been. 
I^'hI  iillt-d  and  swallowed  u-a,in.  "  (iod  ]„  |p  X,,*-! 
>abutis."  h.-  s;i,d.  n.-  returned  the  cork  to  the  bottle 
and    th'-    Ijottle    In    il,,.    1...^        ii i i    ^i 
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uhd  lowered  tlic  box  into  tlic  hole  in  tlic  irronnd.  With 
^M-cat  viii'v  hv  spa(lc<l  in  the  cartli  and  set  the  slab  of  moss 
over  the  sear,  lie  returned  the  spade  to  the  shed  and 
set  off  down  stream  for  tlie  cal)in  of  Noel  Sat)atis. 

Xoel   Sahatis    wasn't    at    home   that    ni,<,dit    d)ut    Pod 
Reward  didn't  know  that  until  he  Rot  there.     Noel  was 
doinjT  a  little  of  the  social  stuff  on  his  own  that  ni<,dit  ; 
and    when    Tod    lit    out    lor    NocFs    place,    the    dusky 
aborigine   erawled    from    the    undrrbrush,    s(;ratehed    a 
match  on  a  ])ateh  of  his  lower  garments  and  examined 
tlu'  moss  at  the  foot  of  tlie  bi<r  spruce  tree.      He  had  been 
in  the  underbrush  (piite  a  whih'.  intently  obscrvin<,'  Pod 
Keward  with  his  keen  eye-,.      He  lilied  the  slab  of  uioss  ; 
lie  scraped  the  (arth  away  :    he  raiMtl  the  I,.. v.  removed 
the  t-over  and   located   the  riirht   boltle  and   pidled  the 
cork.      Noel's  manner  of  iml)ibin;,'  raw  '/mi  was  not  Pod's. 
He  n.arly  strauLjIeil  at   the  tir^t  (oiitaet      but  after  that 
he    just    tipped    the    bottle   and    let    the   contents   },nirule. 
Fortimatelv.    the    (Contents   did    not    iimounl    to    much. 
He  tossed  tlie  emi)ly   bottle  into  the  dark  :ind  lu(j;,t,'<d 
the    box    awav    to   a    new    hidinj,'    ])l;ice.      After    havin;,' 
covered  it  wilh  moss  ;md  iirush.  he  r(  turned  to  tlu'  bi-^ 
spruce,  and  t'Xpl'H'td  t  le- hole  in  the  ground  wii  h  hisiinuei's. 
The  bottom  ami   sides  of  tlu'  cavity   weri'   lirm.     They 
had   not    been   broken.      There   was   nothin.t,'  else   in   the 
liole.      So    c\innin'4    Noel    Sabatis    deposited    lumps    ol 
puidc-woid    and    a    few    stones    to    till    the    s])acc    lately 
occupied   b\    till'  box.   then   replaced  the  loam  and   t  he 
moss.     He  maile  a  neat  j-b  of  it      but  stil!  he  did  not 
seem  to  fed  satished  with  Ins  nii'lil's  work.      It  had  not 
been  for  the  secret  of  tlu'  hiilden  stole  of  yin  that  he  had 
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I>tl'«'ic.  It  was  the  secret  in  the  hi'liii;,'  j,]are  nf  Pod's 
stMiv  (.f  coin  ,,f  tJie  realm  that  ha.i  so  often  kept  Sabatis 
up  and  al)()iit  at  all  hours  of  the  ni^ht.  He  liad  hoped 
to  li-id  the  money  and  the  li(|iiof  in  the  same  hoU-.  Now 
lie  ^s■(•nt  around  and  aroiuui  the  hi^  spiiice  tree,  e.\])lor- 
in.ir  every  inch  of  <,n()Uiul  -  but  all  lo  no  purpose.  This 
eireidar  exi  rcise  on  all  fours,  working  in  perfect  unison 
with  the  ain  inside  him,  made  him  dizzy,  thirsty  and 
j)( cv  iNh. 

Noel  Sahatis  knew  thii,t  !»od  had  money  hidden  some- 
where -hard,  rnund,  melal  mon<y.  I'od  had  hraeired  of 
it  to  him  oiK'e  or  tv.  ice.  There  was  the  l(;ather  wallet 
lii<ide)i  soniewliere  in  the  shack,  well  lined  with  five  and 
tin  dollar  not,  s  which  the  old  m;in  had  saAcd  in  recent 
years  iVoni  his  sales  of  furs.  The  .Maliseit  knew  about 
the  w  dl.  t,  I. f  course  but  that  was  not  what  he  wanted. 
'I'ie-  iluiii:  th^d  had  been  in  his  mind  for  years  was  I'od's 
eoll<cliun  ol  nnntcd  mon(  y.  \Vliat  he  didn't  know  about 
that  eolhction,  he- suspected.  He  knew  th;it  it  existed  ; 
aUo  that  very  little  of  it,  if  any.  had  been  honestly 
comr  i)y.  i'or  instance,  there  was  the  lilt  le  batr  <'f  nioose 
hidt  \\iiH:h  Po  I  h.ul  taken  from  tlu  dead  pedlar  lifticn 
\tars  ;,.jo  last  .lanii  rr\-.  ('I'hc  pcdhu-  had  dird  in  the 
d' rji  ^i:m\\ — o!'  starvation  and  exposure,  so  I'od  had  said 
ai  '111'  li;;;e;  but  Noel  had  seen  the  body  and  ever 
alterward  lln'U-^hl  of  star\ation  as  a  veiv  \ioU-nt 
niamnr  of  death).  Pod  had  said  that  the  little  baf,' 
\\a.  full  of  Copper-,  and  had  j,'iv(  n  Xoel  a  live-dollar 
;:"!d  ])iice. 

X<M  I  ictiirned  to  the  l)ox  and  i  xtiacted  a  bottle.  He 
eidssed  thr  little  clearing,'  then  and  <  idt  red  pod's  shack. 

11).  t.  ,•  .  .  .  ..... 

ii>   iil  .1,  i.iiiii  ill,  iniiiid  ;i  eorkseiew  ami  ireati'd  ins  Ihu'si. 
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He  niMs.'ickcd  the  siiuck  for  tin-  wall. I,  l)ut  without 
suocc-s.  Uv  loaded  T  .d's  rillc  ;iiid  laid  it  on  tiic  tahlc, 
lj(tw(cii  (he  l>ottIc  and  tlic  lantern.  Then  he  sat  (iown 
and  lilinked  at  the  lantern  and  tried  to  remember  .vii.il 
he  had  planned  to  do  next. 

Ill  till-  meantime,  I'od  lleward  arri\'ed  at  XociJ's  place 
on  the  crest  of  a  steadilv  rising  wave  of  rayc.  He  kicked 
open  the  door  (,r  that  Inimhie  a!-()d(>.  yelled  u  blood- 
curdling,' warniufT  and   sj>ram,'   into   Noel's   bunk   like  a 


lit    on    emj)t\'    blardvcts.      II(;    [)umj)e(l 


wild    eat.      He 

himseir  out  of  the  liunk  alnio-t  as  (juickly  as  he  had 
s'lot  into  it.  tinned  and  started  for  the  <,'r('y  s(}uare  of 
the  open  door,  afraid  of  a.  tr.ap.  Something?  <;rabl)ed 
him  by  an  ankle  and  brou^^ht  him  to  the  floor  with 
a  sm.aek,  face  dnwn  ;    and  then  something  Iiit  him. 

The  tnollur  of  Xoi;l  Sabatis  Jiad  come  by  canoe  from 
the  l{eservat  ion  on  the  main  river  to  visit  her  son.  She 
was  near  ninety  years  old  -idl  brown  leather  and 
m.iternal  instinct.  TJiis  instinct  had  brou^dit  her  to 
Fisher  Click  that  eveninLT,  n'.\ay  from  the  ncver-failinfr 
i)uekwheat  i)an(:.'kes  and  salt  pork  of  her  {grandson's 
lii>n  '  on  the  luservation.  Mie  had  not  seen  Xoei  for 
ei'dil  months  ,uid  f-It  sure  that  Jie  was  not  lookinf^  after 
hil,l^elf  as  a  yonu'r  man  should.  She  had  brou<^ht 
blankets,  food  and  tobacco  with  her;  and  upon  finding 
the  shack  empty  but  evidently  not  (h.'serted,  she  luul 
cooked.  t>aten,  smoked  and  uone  to  sleep  on  the  floor. 
The  sud(K-n  and  \iolenl  oncnini;  of  <he  door  by  Pod 
Reward  had  waked  her.  and  the  blfiod-c^nrdlinjr  y"  of 
him  had  made  known  to  her  the  identity  and  temper  of 
the  intruder.     She  knew  Pod  and  his  violent  nio(nls''of 
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uitli  ins  moods  many  times,  usinfr  j»ulc|Irs,  hov  i.uni  rijrht 
hand  and  sticks  of  stuvc-uo..,i  imiiMM-iminatclv  us  thcv 
"SUvvd.  Now  sl.c  kuilt  up  and  aruicd  iurscU-  with  a 
ioiukI.  Jianl  stick  oi  maple. 

Mr-.  Saba!  is  laid  aside  tlie  fajr^rot  and  lit  a  lamp.  She 
turned  tiie  figure  of  the  intruder  on  to  its  hack.  Ves  it 
uas  tiiat  Pod  Reward,  .ure  e-ou-h-and  with  a  knife' in 
lus  hand.  SJic  :.miled,  glad  of  the  g'-'d  use  slie  had 
put  tJie  stick  of  stove-wood  to.  She  titd  ],im  at  wrists 
aiiu  a.'ikles  with  the  tJiOi.gs  from  Noel's  s  .owshoes  and 
poured  spring  water  over  his  Jiea<I  and  face  until  he 
opened  his  eyes. 

i'od  looked  uj)  at  tlic  old  woman  and  recognized  her 
His  mood  of  violence  was  gone.     He  asked  for  a  drink  of 
water. 

I'p  stream  at  Pod's  place,  Noel  Sabatis  slept  heavily 
h>r   Jiours   with   Jiis   flat   face  on   the   table.     Wlun    he 
opened  Ins  eyes,  dawn  was  in  the  room,  mixing  dismallv 
With  the  yeil.nv  light  of  tJie  smoky  and  snullv  lantern. 
Noel  .s.-it  up  with  a  sliiver.  an<i  stared  witJi  round  eves  at 
the  lantern,  the  Jiigii-sln.uldered  bottle  and  the  ritle  King 
ucMoss  tlic  table.     His  heart  kicked  with  a  swift  drea.l. 
Jle  turned  Ins  head  cautiou:ilv  and  looked  at  the  l)unk 
'^n.!  the  floor.     To  Iiis  unspeakable  lelief  Ju;  did  not  sec 
I  -Hi  Ueward  m  eitlier  place.     He  got  swiftlv  to  his  feet 
cxtingmshe-l   the   lantern,    unloaded   and   returned   the 
nih-  to  Its  place  and  pocketed  the  l).)ttle.     He  bolted  from 
Jhe  diaek  at  :.uch  an  amazing  rate  of  speed  that  if  Pod 
had  been  waitmg  outside  for  him  with  a  duck-gun  I  .wear 
hewo  )!(.  have  missed  him  clean.     IJut  there  was  no  sign  of 
'"'I  ;    s"  Noel  returned  and  closed  the  door.     Then  he 

Went    foil...!.:... 1  1   i> 

"■'f^  'i''''^--" ''^  >''"'«  lii'-- v'itcuuig,  ami  past  the 
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spruce  to  tlic  placv  ulu-rc  he  liud  hidden  the  hox.  He 
carried  tlie  l)ii>  liuek  '.o  the  tree.  IFc  removed  the  moss 
and  thi'  soft  eaith  ;ind  tlie  stones  ;uid  eluinks  of  punk- 
wood,  working'  with  the  swiltness  of  fear.  lie  di(hi"t 
want  to  oome  to  an  oi)en  chneh  witli  that  old  (le\il  for 
a  lew  liottles  of  yin.  The  secret  of  the  minted  money 
was  still  to  leai-n  ;  and  that  could  n()t  Ijc  learnt  from  a 
dead  l*od  or  hy  a  dead  Sahatis.  lie  recovered  the  empty 
hottlc  from  tlie  underhrush.  He  returned  the  l)ox  to  the 
hole  and  covticd  it  eaiefully  witli  the  l()am  and  moss. 
The  box  contained  eiijht  Ixittles,  its  original  numlier — 
hut  one  of  tluin  was  empty  jiiul  one  had  a  loose  cork. 
This  done,  Xoel  took  to  tlu-  woods  and  starteil  for  home 
at  a  shuillinLj  trot,  by  a  circuitous  route. 

Xo(d  Sabalis  looked  out  at  his  cabin  cautiously  from 
th(;  cdt{c  of  the  forest.     He  saw  the  smoke  crawlin<.j  up 
from  the  rusty  pijte  that  served  as  a  ciiimney.  Jind  his 
old   heart    knoek< d   hard  j'iiaiiist   his  ribs.      So   Pod  was 
still    there.      I5nl    \\h\'    was    he    still    there?      It    wasn't 
like  i'od,  this  hauLfini,'  around  and  sett  linj,'  t'own  lo  break- 
fast   where   he   (Muldn"t    find    what    he   had   come  al'ter. 
Xo,   that    w.'is   nevt'r   Pod's   way.      X'oel   crawled    like  a 
siuike  from  the  shadows  of  the  forest  wall  into  tlu  ekar- 
ini,'.      He   wriifgUd   from   iiummoek  to   hummock,   from 
stumj)  to  stump  ;    and  when  he  arrived  at  the  cabin  he 
lav    very    still    for   se\(i-al    minul(  s    with    his    ear    to   a 
crack  iu  the  \no  wall.      He  heaid  someone  moviufx  aljout 
within  ami  he  caught  a  whilf  of  frying  bacon,     Paeon  ? 
Had    I'od  provisioned  himst  If  with  bacon  when  setting 
out  to  do  muider  last  night  ?     Xot  likely.      Xoel  arose 
cautiously  io  his  fret.  r;usr(l  himself  to  his  full  height  of 
r. .  ..  i'....f  r. in  1    i I..I..  v-  /].  ^.^  .  1. 1 ;  1, 1   w.-,.  .1,1,.  I r,.  ,, ..  1  . 1,/  II . 
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matics).  and  peoml  fearfully  in  at  t  hrdustvlittlc  window. 
Hrcr.nt,nuc(it(.standontij,-tu,.  f,.r  full  a  minute,  staring 
And  while  1,0  stared  he  tliou^ht  hanl.  Then  he  ■.  'axed 
fnMie.l  and  hastened  hack  t..  the  shelter  ,,f  the  woods' 
He  hurned  (h.wn  to  the  creek,  keeping,  alwavs  a  screen  of 
1-lia.re  helween  liiniself  and  the  sJiack.  saw"his  motlier's 
(•an.,e  tiiero  at  the  edge  of  the  Avater  and  his  own  far 
l-ark  in  a  ImcI  of  alders.  He  launclied  Jus  own  canoe  and 
f-'ot  into  it. 

X(.el  Sahatis  Mas  a  poor  actor.     He  lacked  in.arrinat  i,.n 

"..■heve  what  was  not  so.  and  still  more  to  inak.  another 
'"heve   what   he  did   not    l)eli<ve   himself;     and   yet    he 
wanted  to  g,,  up  t..  his  shack  n(,w  and  nuike  I',,d  Heward 
Ixlieve  that  he  had  l)een  on  the  wa,ter  ever  since  eleven 
<>  H-H-k  last  ni-ht.     How  was  it  tw  l,o  d..,,,-     n.r  ,|,,n,-  it 
j'^'i  lo  I.e.  somehow,  so  that  I>od\  suspicions  shouM  not 
'■'■    an. Used.     Then    an    inspiration    can>e    to    hi?n  -  the 
Mcm.d.   or   third   at    nu.sl.    that    h.ad   ever   visited   him 
ilic    hard    m.ilen.'d    and    workmanhke    const  n,e(i.,n    of 
-No.js    skull    u,,-e    natural    disc.nra-ers    ,.f   inspr-dion 
l''"t  un^^  Ik-  was  hl  |,y  „n.  .  y„u  l)e{  !     He  ran  the  canoe 
a^li.ire  an.l  made  all  speed  up  f,e  narrow  track  to  the 
<'l""  '1"">-  of  his  cabin.     There  was  Ins  a-ed  hut  tireless 

>noliieralth.rustyst.,ve.     Wit  h  1  w<.fr,.unfs  he  expressed 
pleasure  and  icli(  f. 

'■  See  smoke  an"  don"t  know."  he  said. 

'■  Where  _\-ou  j,ro  las"  ninld  ?  "  she  asked. 

•'Darn  io,,I.  nie."'  he  replied.  ".Start  f .  r  Pktster 
IJock  lor  make  trade.  r),,n"t  take  skins.  Conie  hack 
l»n  tty  s.H.n.  flam  (jinck.     D.'ui,  Cm,'    what  '.  "' 

Th-n   hr   |)ermitted   himself  (,,     „come  aware  of  the 

Ol'l'      ,  .M/ I'  II  I  II  I  '■<. 

■  '       '  '■••       iie;\.ir-,i.  i  iirit-     in:       i'od      Jn      [j.^. 
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hniik-,  tied    liaud  and   Toot,  stariny  ul  liiiii.     Nod  staad 
buck. 

"  WJuit  you  do?"  he  a-,kicl.  "  Hew  you  ^it  here, 
hey  -what"?  " 

'•  e'onu>  las'  ni^dit.  with  ]n^  knife  an' yd!  like  Lueii'er, 
ati'  try  for  murder  you.  Find  nie  here- -with  (Mie  good 
sti(;k  stovc-wood."  said  the  old  scpiaw. 

"  Mr  uiurdi  r  Noel  Sai)atis  !  "  (  xchiinied  I'od.  "  .T«  -sic 
\(>u*re  era/.>.  Me  aiT  Nor]  lives  lure  ou  l-'idur  Crick 
like  two  brothers.  Me  kill  Nod  !  No  nior'n  Nod  woidd 
try  for  to  kill  iw.  Don't  he  live  on  nie  ?  I  eotne  alter 
[liiii  las'  ni^ht  to  raise  a  seare  in  him,  for  a  joke -an"  ye 
liiiiliasic  me  over  tin-  luad  this  a-way.  Jessjr  Sabatis  ! 
Vr're  old  cnou*,']!  lor  to  have  more  sense.  Tell  her  to 
jcmme  up,  Noel,  an'  <,nnunc-  a  mu<,'  of  tta." 

Nod  turn<  (1  his  back  ujjon  the  bunk  and  hi>^  Hat  face 
fidl  ui)on  his  mother.  A  lliekt  r  of  a  smile  foudird  his 
li'  and  he  winked  slowly  with  \u^  left  eye.  Then  he  \\»  lit 
to  .iic  bunk  and  cut  the  snowshor  thontis  from  Pod's 
wrists  and  i'    kles. 

I'od  had  a  lump  on  the  sidr  of  his  luad  that  didn't 
ixioUL;  tin  re  as  a  natural  IVatiirr,  as  bi^r  as  u  duck's 
c^'ir.  I?iit  \\>d  was  a  toiurh  old  bird  as  touj,'h  outside 
as  inside.  11''  sat  uj)  in  the  bunk  and  drank  a  imiif  of 
,lronL,'  tea.  Then  he  left  the  l)unk.  joined  th(  olju  rs  at 
t;il>le  and  made  a  hearty  breakfast.  1I<'  lau^dK d  (soiiie- 
wliat  p:iiiifu!lN  )  at  old  .I.'-»ie".s  unfortnnale  nnstake  of 
last  niLlht  and  e\'n  at  his  own  unfortunate  and  unusual 
condition.  He  adimtted  tiiat  he  had  bet  n  slightly  \m(K  r 
the  intliKnee  of  strong  litjuof  at  the  time  of  his 
untimely  vi-il.  He  -aul  that,  afl  Nod  h  ft  him.  he 
found    a    liotlle    eoiil.tiiiiMU  a   lin-'      oi    two  of    uiii.       lie 
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'/'•""^'  il.  J  ist  t.>^r,.t  it  .,ul    .,r  !!„■  wav  ■  ;in.i   it    il.-w   (,, 
!ii^  lic;ui. 

••  riiat  ua.  (h-  last  drop  .,rii.iu-r  tn  i  ,v  nainc  -  an'  u 
.i:"o,|  timiir,  too  !  "  hr  coii-lui.-.l. 

I'-.l  Mvut  up  stnaui  to  i,is  ou„  s],a,:l.  ,|,af  aftm.onn. 
il-' viMt.'d  the  l,M\r  spruce  tnr  h.-..on,l  !  Iir  clcaiin- 1„  f,,,,. 
•I'^i'k,  l<"clin-tiun<Tdoras(i,n„lu,f.  Th.-(,np!v  l.otfl,. 
•■""'  'i"'  f'^'ttic-  v.ilh  tlu-  loos,.  ,.,„.k  aiul  .inni.iishV.l  mn- 
''■'its  tol.i  him  a  },ait  ..i'  tin-  truth  at  ha^t  of  \,:,.i\ 
■-•tllU-out  (•orl>lastr;]{o..ktolH-aH.-.  Th-u  v.  i,at  ,1m- 
''.t'l  .SalKiti.  ,lou,.  hi.t  n  -lit,  }h.,.1,s  ,xpIo,H  h,s  hi.M.-u 
■■("ivoi  aui-f  ForhnwiouL'ha.l  Sal.ulis  hr>u  .pM,,-' ..n 
"I'l  ■.'  How  nuicii  <li,l  SalKifis  kuow  r  And  wl'ial  lia.! 
'"■"ilLTllt  <.ld  .I('.^i^■  lo  Fisher  (re.  !v  Y 

i''"l   luoved   al)oul    thr   little  ehavm,:.    V.ith    his   eVe  .   o„ 

111''  -round,  tryii._r  to  look  casual  in  eas,-  the  .Ma'i.s.  ets 
''•'d  lolhAved  him  up  stream  and  wen  \vatchii,i,r  him  from 
<''ver.  The  ;rroiuul  look.  <i  ri-Ji!  eiioujh  l.ul  so  ha-l 
""•  '""^^  •■''  ""■  '■""»  -r  tl."  l.;:,'  p.  ic'  tr(..  11.  e,,u!d 
""t  'loan>thinLrm.,r.'whd.>dayli^'ht  1. .  Id  t..  eas,  his  fears 
-'  i."  ivlMvd  to  his  ,.al,in.  H..  holt.d  th.'  .loor.  Iiunu  an' 
•■'iipty    sa.k    a'Moss    th.-    uin.low.    l,,a.i.d    hi,    rdl.'    aM-l 

'."■'■'••   I'""^^dr    ;i    h,  .1     on   th.'  iloor  as    far    a^     , ,.d.I.- 

''■""1   Lis  hunk.      II,-  thou-iit    of    hou    stiai-ht     h.'    had 
^:""'    '"    ♦'"•   •••■^'''<    l''>''  X'-i's  hunk,  and   l,ou    f,,rl  un..t.' 

'      ''•■"'      '•'"•'•"      ill      l"-iir,'    soiu.uh.  re     ,1-e     at      the 
fnonii-iit . 

I'-'l  ^!-'|>t  without  inl.rrnptiou  and  a^^ok,•  of  his  ,.ui, 
accord  diorlly  afl..r  seven  ..•c!o,.k.  II.-  nn.-ui  tam..l  his 
"•M.doH  an.l  ope,„d  Ins  d.-r.  IIis  !,  ad  f,  l!  a!m.,s( 
'•"nual  u^aui,  so  ,Ae,  iN^ly  ha  I  d  Im-.-u  r.nslruefed 
to  resist   pressure  f,om   uithout.   aii.l  his  e.iuallv  t.Mi-rh 
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old  stomach  (Iciii.UKlcd  Inod.  IIo  attrudcd  to  the 
rcijuircitMnts  oC  liis  stniiiiicli  ;  ,,nd  us  soon  as  (hvrknoss 
lillcd  the  cicuring  hi'  wint  out.  armed  with  liis  rifle  and 
the  short  spade.  Ih'  leaned  the  rille  a^^ainst  an  old  pine 
stump  th.U  was  hark!'  ss  and  as  <,'rey  a^  ashes,  and  lifted 
and  Mt  a-ide  a  Hat  Lri'ey  stone  IVom  between  its  forked 
root^.  Then  he  du;r.  placinj,'  each  spade-full  of  earth 
close  at  iiand.  He  worked  slowly  and  j)ause<l  often  to 
<,nve  ear  to  the  soft  sounds  of  the  iiii,dit  and  to  peer  into 
the  ;r|ooni  and  scpiaf  shadows  around  him.  It  was  a 
misty  niuht.  witli  a  few  stars  t,dinuneriii^'.  He  lieard 
the  piping  of  ['r(.^'s.  the  l)arkin<f  of  a  fox,  the  disma.l 
llutiiiLf  of  a  w  hip-i)oor-will  from  a  eedur  swamp. 

Old  Tod  Heward  duLT  <l<ep.  At  last  the  iron  of  his 
spade  slruek  dull  and  dry  on  hollow  '"mxI.  He  laid  the 
spadi  aside,  kn-.  It  and  naelud  far  down  into  the  hole 
^vlfh  Itotli  arms.  His  hiii,'ers  wcic  on  the  tdi^es  of  tht> 
small,  wei'^dity  ho.x  w  hi  ii  he  suddeidy  withdn  w  his  arms 
.•i!if|  spiain:  to  his  fret  with  inereihl)h'  swd'tiit  ss.  What 
ii;i(i  he  he.ird  r  What  did  he  st,.  y  if,,  snatched  up  his 
"'die  and  lire d.  The  llame  of  the  <xploded  cordite 
slalilted  the  i^rlooni.  Som(lhmLj  fell  heaviU'.  Pod 
dropped  the  rilK-  ami  hapt  f.uward,  fmnhlinj;  with  his 
li'Oids.  He  found  the  intruder,  who  ia\'  face-down 
across  .a  h;numoek  ol'  mo>s.  He  touched  tin.'  shoulders. 
They  w.re  hroad  luueh  hroade  r  than  the  sliouldirs  ol' 
hltle.  old  Noil  .Sahalis.  He  felt  Ihe  te\t\ire  and  fashion 
ol  the  coat  which  (toNcrid  those  niotionhss  shoulders, 
lie  triid  t  )  turn  the  hody  on  to  its  hack,  hut  heh'rc  he 
had  it  half  wa\  o\(|-  i|  ^at  up  and  a  spurt  of  wliiti'  h'dit 
llamed  into  his  I'.u'r.  He  jumj-ed  I)aek.  coMriuLr  his 
i'\cs   \\ilh    Ills   liaiids 
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'■  Stand  sMU!"  cried  a  voK-cl...  dm  not  know.     -  iVe 
P'>i  your  line,  you  old  divil  !  " 

•■  V.,„  I,a,l  l„.„c.,  |„.|,,  ,„^.  ,„  ||„,  ,,^,,^^_, 
-..H,.no  |,„.  a  ,1„.„„. -„„,,.,  v,,„  „,.  ,,„  i„       "I 

""'  "  """  ' ■■'"•"'«  "-■  ""-,y  year,  a;,.,,-  c,„,i, 

tiir  unknown  voice.  "iiiuki 


(IIAITKK    \I 


THE    1  LIGll  T 


JAMKS  HKWAIU)  luul  left  Xiw  V..ik  uf  tlic  inii)ul.sr  <.f 
a  sudden  whim  w  iKti  the  hulk  d'  t  h(  work  as  execu- 
tor of  the  will  of  the  late  Roheit  X.  Sayle  had  heuu 
cleared  Uj).  He  had  lecei'.  d  Hoh  S;n  le's  cahlrifiain 
from  Loudon  and,  later,  a  lont;  htler.  TIk  ■-(•  had  not 
only  disappointed  him  dee|ily.  hut  had  iiuit  and  worried 
him  ;  and  he  li  ul  seen  thai  nothinjf  more  could  he  lioiie 
in  that  ('asc  hy  correspondence  -that  he  should  ha\ c 
lo  talk  to  IJoli  eye  to  (  yi\  and  |)iii\f  iiinisi  II'  and  his 
friendship  to  the  youn^  m.ui,  Ix  I'oie  an\  thiuL'  rt  asonaltle 
could  hi'  produi  t'd  froui  Ihat  lud'ort  un.itc  '.lU'^le.  l-'iom 
Plaster  Itoek  In  had  received  Dan  W'lialeu's  re()l\  to  his 
letter  to  his  f.'ilher,  and  had  found  mucli  to  li^diten  his 
humour  in  the  postmaster's  hller.  Hi-  jiad  lonj^  felt 
the  n(  111  ol  a  chan<,M  hy  way  ol  .<  !(  ^t  ;  and  sun  1\-  Fi  her 
Creek  offered  a  (|uick  and  conipiefi'  i;hanf,'e.  So  he  hail 
j>aeked  a  ha),'  and  departed  from  \e\\  ^'ork,  h  a\  nij^  his 
address  of  Plaster  l{ock,  and  his  hu^ines^  affairs  e\-crv 
Ihinj^  hut  his  distress  o;  mind  oxer  hi-,  friend's  will  in 
the  luiiids  ot'  his  t'amilv.  ( >n  the  ht-j,  ri\ cr  Ik  had  If  mdit 
a  tianoe  and  hlank«  ts  ami  pro\  ivmns.  and  with  this  outfit 
he  had  made  th(    jouriu  y  to  Plasti  r  Hock  h\  rail.     There 
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';-  'i;t'l  n-.t  cal|,.,l  on  Mr.  WJ.al,  a  .-    u,.,!  after  a  nhrki  ^t 

'"•mornn,Kan,lsrarl,dui,.strra,ualon,..     H.- "IkhI  t  ak.,, 

I^'^ln.sofln.   ,an<lswn-.v.ry(.n.I,.r.     IlH.ad  lan.K.i 

.-    .imnksu.>k>M,.aatt.Minth.wn..rnin^.an,Ia,aiMat 
'     >  Hn..k    ami  a^a.n  at  liv...  ami  yet  a.ain  at  n,ht-- 
I  .  ^I..r  (  rj.,1:  ,,H.,,or..s  lH..un<.  v,Ty  Hear  a.Hl  t.rnlV- 
i^'.      I''';-'"     lnslH.,llnsdc.c-trHM,.n.]M,MhiM.sHrs,.vrr-al 
-a.ul    l,.It    h,     ...areas...    l„s   wa.eha.ul    l..shi, 

-  'Pp-  an.l,|..t  I,.  U..S  ,H,t  s,.||  the  dHVm..!;.;  iH.v 

';''"■•,     "'■'-''  •■'">-''--''l.'V-rylan.ln.a,-|<..„lH.th 

-..>asln,.a„..;h>,t.      H.n  , }...  s.  n.nn  ha.l  sh,-..,.k  an.l 

'■'n.     n.,.s.iu„,.ll,..|.      He  I.a.l  r.,„„l  the  .,|.Ma,..  J 

!''•'"■   ^•■'"";"'    ^'">^v<n,r  a   h.^hl;     h-   ha.l   ^r,.„,   „,,   ,„: 

';'":"^^-  ''•■^*''  -'^'-'^ '-'-".'  a  sn.uHi,  look,.,,  i„, , , 

;-'^;'-    7''P;>-l--kMh..n,o„ea,-...n.|.hee.>rn.r.r 
';•;-     .othehttle..!..ar.,.,.     Jf.- ha.l  h.arkene.l.  an. 
.       .us  ha.l  ln.,.M  rewanl...!.      He  ha.l  nu-v.-l  st..alth.lv 

'';';;-•''•'=';•'       ••--'-'•is'I.atha.latl.aete.lhi.n.      A 

'""  "     ^''''-''-''''''-'W'f  .nthim  an.la.stah„rpa.nh.t.| 
l''""U'd  »h.onLrh  Ins  I,  ft  shonl.hr 

;;;^'"'  "'"•  '->•.•■>••  (•...it..,.,.,i  ,>..,i  H,.„,,r,i. 

I   a-n   .Inn.-   n  ,,li...l   th..   .,.1  ,.,„|,r.     "  .Ji„,    H,.„.ar.| 

iiK.    a  s!  ln;K   J)|ir,  '^ 

"■>"'     l"';'!;^'-.„,...r(..lh,.sh.,k...as,.,lhMn,|.,un 
'"  ""'"".k  an.l  ht  a  kinf.-rn.      IW  fl .I.....V..: .: 
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ho  cut  away  the  l>Io(i(l-s()ii,kc(l  coat  sleeve  and  the 
criinsfm  linen  beneath  it  and  Avaslied  away  the  slow- 
wclhn^'-  hlood  with  cold  water  IVoin  the  sprinj,'.  Tlie 
bullet  had  o;one  eh  an  lhr(»Uf,di  the  toj)  of  the  shoulder. 

'*  Cut  off  more  of  tny  shirt  and  bandatje  the  wound  as 
Well  as  you  can  -and  then  lii^dit  oul  for  a  doctor. "  said 
.James.    ""  ^()U  have  nothinLrheic.  I  suj)j)ose — no  iodine?  " 

"  There's  old  Jessie  Sali;Uis  down  to  Xo<'rs  pl.'iee," 
replied  I'od.  "  She  cojiu-  \\y  las'  ni^ht  IVom  the  Heser\  a- 
tion.     ("al'late  sIk-  knows  nior'n  most  doctors." 

"  .h'ssic  Saljatis  !  D'you  niian  Xod's  ju'  Iher?  She 
nuisf   be  very  ohl." 

"  She  ain"t  nior'n  a  hundred,  an'  spiv  as  ever  s!ic 
w.as." 

"  Tic  up  my  shouhler  and  iro  anil  retch  her.  T<11  her 
it's  little  .lim  Hew;ird  neids  her  Ix cause  his  iV.lher  has 
huit  liim  ju'd  like  he  u^eil  to  iiecil  her  somelinus  I'orty 
\cars  ;i!,'o.  Urin^  her  ba<k  \\\\\\  yim.  or  there'll  Ix' 
trouble.  It'  I  die  in  lure  you'll  swiny  I'or  it.  you  old 
<hvil  !  " 

■■  I'll  i'eleh  her.  .lim  -or  bust.  I  didn't  lijzyer  to  harm 
\'e.  Jim.  Ilow'd  I  know  it  was  ycrself  spyin'  on  nic 
there  in  the  dark  ?  Slic  ain't  bleedin'  <\\try  strong, 
now.  Jim.  That  \v  I)e.  all  tied  up  as  slick  as  a  doctor 
Could  ri<^  ye  I  and  hen  's  a  mu<T  of  s])rin<j  water  in  reach 
ol"  yer  riuht  hand.  ^  t  won't  need  no  doi^tor  from  out- 
side. .Fim." 

"  That's  as  may  be.  Xow  ^ivc  me  smne  aininunition 
for  this  ritlc  and  then  ch  ai'  out  and  lind  old  Jessie." 

"  .\mmunit  i(»n.  .Tim  ?  " 

"That's  it.  my  dial'  old  father  cartridt'cs.  I'll  feel 
safer    with    half-a  do/en    rounds    while    \  ou    arc    awav. 
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^.Hn•  u-,1,.  may  ho  sunw^vhvvc  on   the  pir.niso.   for  all 

I    kn.Mv.     Look  sharp!     (Jrt'busv  !     Hump  vnursclf  '  " 

•  J  iiut  one's  ,lca,|,  an-  tluiv  ain't  no  otlicr  here-  now, 

•■(•Ivr  n.o  the  cartri<I-(...  anyhow.  I"m  nof  takin-' 
••Miy  rhanres  in  my  Jath,r\  honsi..  Move  livclv  -  (a- 
>-iill  I.e  M.rricr  than  yon  have  ever  Inen  -orrv  aln.nt 
anvMiin^r.    that  I  i^.,|  away  I'orly  y(  ars  atro."' 

I'<-<1  K.'ive  him  Hve  romulN  ol"  amnnuut i..n  an.l  then 
i'll  theralun.  Pod-s  wits  were  in  a  whirl.  Iliserookr.l 
Walk  ol.l  Jieart  wa.  eoj.l  with  lear.  He  knew  that  Ih.- 
Im-.  luastcrrnl  m.-,n  l,aek  there  in  his  l.nnk  was  the  thin- 
;|;<'  In.rhten.-.l  thin  htth-  hoy  .Inn  ha.l  ,h\e!ep...l  t.;; 
lhel>i-manIia.ltheey.sorth.-i;ttlehov  cN.sthat  hi.l 
sonu-tnnes  eaus,-.!   Prul  to  stay  his  jianil  hut   ha.l  nev.r 

had  any  other  eluet  ..,»  tin-  heasllv  step ther  than  to 

mer.use  Ikt  smscl,..  lury.  Ves.  tho.c  .ves  had  daunted 
hini  "u  tu(,  or  three  oeca.i.ms  more  tliau  fo,lv  v. ars 
a-...  and  he  jiad  heen  eondored  since  hv  th.  th-'n-ht 
that  th.y  were  eh..ed  in  death,  as  were  th.^  eves  of  M,p 
^vunlan  In.,,,  \n  ho,,,  the  hoy  J,ad  .Krived  t],em  :  "  and  J.rre 
ll'<y  vvr,-e.  lo..kin-  out  now  IV,,,,,  the  faec  of  a  hi.r  n,;m 
^Ml  h  a  hand  hkr  a„  i,-on  hammer  !  Thi.  was  I  he  idr,,!  leal 
Mtnali.,n  that  I'od  l,ad  sonielun.s  IVa,-ed  in  his  dnanis* 
111-  ntnrn  of  a  full-Krown  .1,,,,.  The  h-aihil  and 
""•'■'■d,hle  tiunjr  had  eonn^  to  j.ass.  The  h..v  J,,,,  ha,| 
"■!"i-n.d  to  Fisher  Cick. 

J*"d  di.l  IK,!  e<.ntrmp|iite  resis|;ir,c<-  or  (leria,,ce  He 
|".Ld,t  think  ..r  Ih^hl  lat«r.  v  hen  he  kneu  s.,n„ihimr  of 
li-  -.n's  ,nlention  t..uanis  him.  I,,  tl,«'  nu^antimrhe 
must  t,y  to  pI.,iM-  Inn,  a,,d  h..p,.  r,.,-  t  !,<•  hcst.  So  he 
-li.i  his  old  hark  eanor  into  the  hiaek  ual.r.and  n:ui.l!..,l 
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down  1(1  XikTs  IVoiit.  His  i'cur  ol' . James  liad  driven  all 
tlioHf^lit  dl'  liic  st  I'.iiiicd  and  siispicidus  <'()iiditi(>n  nl' 
alTaiis  !(t\s(in  liimcll'  and  the  frilic  ci'  Sal'atis  clean 
•  Hit  nf  Jiis  ]i(;t,d.  Jle  kii"ck((l  on  Xi>(Ts  door,  standiiij^ 
I'uirly  lieCon  it  :  and  to  the  MaJise(("s  iiKpiiry  as  to  liis 
ideiiiity  and  liis  Ini  iiK-s  lie  rei)li(d  tiuthridly.  Hut 
X>;(  i  did   not   uidiolt    {\\v  doof  iinniediaf i  1\'. 

dot   kiiitV  a,il  ready,  may  he  /"  s;iid  X'oel.      "  A'rijilit. 
(Jot  LMin  li'  ii-."' 

'■  ^  (  r  a  I'ool,"'  icturned  I'od.  I've  shot  a  man,  I  tell 
yr  an"  I  ain't  ^ot  kiiifi-  noi'  mm-  an'  it's  .]im  I've  shot. 
It  .Ii'--ic  eaii't  doctor  Jiiin  up  yc'll  Jiev  to  co  down  to 
I'kislcr  l{,,ck  and  fc!*  h  in  ;;,  dod  oi." 

Wv  a  liar  a.n"  always  was.      \'c  kilNtl  Jim  forty  ye.-'.rs 
a'/o.*' 

■"  I'nr.isic!'  that  1  liar  dooi  and  -laiid  rcad\'  witli  \'cr 
LMite.  and  yer  (  hi!  s.  'he  l'o|  h  <'!"  ye.  and  I'll  opt  n  and  w  alk 
ri^'ld  in  :  .and  if  I  hcv  ;;!in  oi-  kmie  on  me  ye  kin  ^lioot 
and  I)c  daniiK  (1  to  yc  !  D'ye  Ihink  I  ni  ^cart  of  vc.  XocI 
Sa'oi'tis.  or  oi'  a!iy  Injun  or  •-(piaw.  IJut  I'm  scait  of 
.Jim." 

IK'  hcai'd  t  Ik  old  \s  o man's  ",di(  '■.  f  Ik  ii  t  he  \\  ithdra.\viT\^ 
of  the  ru'ty  iiiiU  i)oli.  Wc  s.'iw  the  lan, plight  escaping 
t  hroU'jJi  <'liinks  in  t  !m-  old  lioor. 

■'Come  in."  said  I'ld  .Te  -ie  Sabat  is.  "  W\  ii'A  the  h'uht 
on  ye.  I'od   H(^' ;i.rd     an"  tin-  mn/.zle  of  a  duck-^nii.'' 

I'od  iipened  ile  dour  wiflioi.t  a  nKinicnt's  hesitalion 
aiKl  vl([i(>ed  ii'lo  the  cal  in.  He  tin-tcd  .I<vsii'  and  he 
had  lohi;'  i  erii  >it'  the  <  pinion  that  Xo(  1  v,asn"t  a  killer. 
He  I'onnil  Xoel  with  thf  diH'k-L;un.  sure  ciKiUL'h.  aiul  tJu- 
old    ^(lna\v   with  an  a^e.      He   sik crcd    at   tlie   son   and 

SlUirlcd  ut   the  liiothcr-     1   'i!    tie  'inth   Is  li;at    tlie  siL'!!!    of 
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flic  :i\c  ill  tliuvc  uiu'icnl,   claw-likc  hands  gave  him  a 
ii.i^fw  (iiriK  (l-ii\(  r  ftclin^  in  lii^  sf (nii.'u-Ii. 

■"  Till  ■(■Ml  ;u\;i_\-,"  lie  s;u(i.  ••  \\'i  (r,,t  tl-Miihlc  (  ikhi^'Ii 
('!!  I'I-Im:-  Click  now  witlmut  makiii'  lu-iif  fur  oniscKrs. 
JiiiTs  (iv.  r  (i)  my  place  \\itli  a  Imllcl  hnU-  tliroiiLrli  liis 
'-Ik'uM.  r  an'  wants  .I(^si(■  Sal'.itis  or  a  doctor  for  to 
li-^'  f'i'ii  'ip.  He  COMIC  on  lo  nu-  in  tlic  dark  -an'  I  let 
l!\-.  ^  t'vi  docforcd  iiiaiiy  a  knire-cnl  and  l.ullct  wound, 
.Ti>^ic  -Miany  a  one  worse  nor  what  I  <ri\c  .liiii  to-niuht. 
\\<-  uotter  to  patch  hini  up  and  ;,M't  hini  out  or  all  Xoo 
^  ork.  and  in.iyli'  a  I-nncli  ol' jjarne  \N;ir.i(ns,  will  In-  up 
here  a-jjiyin"  inlo  t  liiii^s." 

"  An'  niayi.e  police."  said  Noel  Sahatis  si<rni(icantly. 
Old  Je-sie  made  no  ol.j( ction  to  ^ntin!'  on  that  mission 
of  hraliii!,'.  S!  took  lip  the  ianitrn  and  walked  ont  of 
tiic  hoMsc.  'I'll.-  t;(  n  followed  Iier  Imrriedlv.  All  three 
'in!.i!k(d  ill  I'oii's  canoe.  At  I'odV  landinu  t iiey  saw 
;uid(  AaniiiK'd.F-iiK^  Reward's  out  lit.  I'od  swore  wearily. 
Looks  like  he'd  come  lo  stop  (piite  a  sjicll."  he 
remarked. 

lltrv  I'onnd  James  lyint'  flat  on  his  hack  in  tlic  hunk. 
\\  ith  the  loaded  ride  Ix-ide  him  and  a  citfar  in  his  month. 
lie  smiled  at   Jessie  and   Noel. 

"  <ilad  yon  coiild  come,  Jessie,"  lie  said.  "■  .And  I'm 
Ldad  \oii  are  si  ill  in  the  land  of  t  he  lixin^.  "\'on  werea 
line  doc!,, I  ill  the  old  days  ;  and  the  oid\  one  u)io  ever 
practised  on  Fisher  Creek.  I  ^luss.  ,\ocl.  \(,n  look  older 
than  yonr  mother.  The  company  yon  keep  lias  a^'cd 
.\eii.  Jessie,  have-  yoii  ^ot  ajiy  iodine  to  jnit  on  this 
hnli.  I  lidlc  that  father  uave  me  '!  " 

"  (•i<\  hetit  r."  she  replied.  "  Cot  \;u!)s  hire.  Xoel, 
fi  i<'ii   water.      I'lid.   !:!;!ke  liie." 
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Xucl  ;in,|  I'(.(l  'i(i  as  thov  wvxv  tol.l  ;  and  tlu)i  the  ol.l 
woniuii  onl.icl  tluTM  .Hit  <.r  the  shack.  Tiuy  went. 
She  set  water  m  a  saiiccpa;!  (o  Ix.il  and  lillcd  and  lit  licr 
pipe.  She  had  ■.ro.i.rht  tu  .  hlth'  fanv.is  sacks  full  of 
dried  leaves  and  Mowers  and  'hreud-hke  roots  with  lier  ; 
iind  as  s.M.n  us  Ihe  u;i.t,.r  l.e-.'in  f  )  h.-i!  she  nntitd  one  of 
these  sacks  and  sliook  a  part  of  its  contents  into  tlic 
saiicefmn.  Then  she  sa'  <h>un  on  ;in  enipl\-  hiscnit-l)ox 
he^ido  the  bnnk  and  h.oked  ste.uhly  at  the  hiu  \,.\v 
Voiker. 

'■  How-  you  •J,Vi^^^■  w^^  anyhow  ?  '"  slie  asked.  "  TIow 
yon  (huTt  (hi'  jonir  a^  >  ?  "' 

■■H"H\cn  only  knows."  answered  James  R<  ward, 
Minlin^r.  --A  coupl<-  do-.v  n  on  the  ToUlquc  va\  ed  nie  when 
I  lust  ciear(<l  out  ..r  here.  I  was  near  (had  that  time. 
They  nursed  nie  and  UA  nie  ;  !,nt  I  wouldn't  tell  my 
uanu;  hee.nse  I  was  afraid  they  would  seiul  me  l>ac"k 
to  that  old  roiiue.  I'od.  .and  th<'  she-devil  who  was  his 
Wile  then.  Vou  knew  her,  Jessie.  So  I  lit  out  anaiu 
and  reached  the  l.iir  iiver.  I  stoppe(;  f.r  a  (lav  here, 
;i  week  there.  The  w<,rld  has  a  nr(at  man.  kind  people 
ui  it.  Jessie-  hut  sr,me  of  the  kind  l'o|k  in  this  province 
are  terrors  to  ask  (piestions.  So  I  pt  on  moving 
lre(|uently  until  I  struck  an  old  eon])|e  ,  .n  a  faini  away 
d<>\\n  the  hi^r  river.  Their  own  children  had  .til  yrowii 
uj)  and  t*one  to  doctorin;,'  or  sehool-tea(dim<,'  or  out  West, 
I  toj)ped  there  three  y(  ars.  workinjj  and  1,'oing  to  seluM)l. 
It  was  in  those  three  years  that  I  saw  my  chance.  Those 
iwo  old  pe(.plc.  and  the  scliool-f ,  aeher,  and  some  hooks 
the  teaelier  j,'ave  me.  tau-ht  me  that  this  life  wasn't  all 
miser\  and  danmalion  e\e(  j)t  on  Fisher  ('r((k.  I 
learned    Ihat    there    were   hoiie-t    and    inl'  restjni'   thin<Ts 
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to  do  ill  tlic-  world  and  tliat  I  had  t!io  l)rain  and  heart 
to  try  lo  fh)  some  of  tiirni  with.  When  those  old  people 
died  I  went  to  tlie  States  ;  and  I  liave  In  en  there  ev.-r 
^inee.  hnsy  and  happw"* 

'•  What  y.ai  come  hack  for  ?  "  ask<(l  the  old  woman. 

■•  ('iiri(/sity,  I  suppose.  Nut  love  for  Pod.  that's  a 
sure  tJiintf." 

'■  J'od  niij,'Jity  had  man— worst  that  i\.r  live  on  this 
eountr\.  while  or  red.  That  true  talk.  Mian  an'  l)ad. 
Thiel  an'  kilhr.  liim.  Hut  lie  sea.rl  of  you.  Jim.  Seart 
of  ine.  too.     Try  to  kill  Noel  las'  iiiirhl." 

She  told  all  that  she  kn(w  of  that  alfalr.  Then  she 
nndressKJ  the  wounded  shoulder.  l)ath'(l  it  with  the  hot 
and  aromatic  hrew  from  the  stove  and  re-hand.u^'i d  it. 
She  unlaced  and  pulled  ol'f  the  bin;  man's  heavy  Tx.ots. 
Pod  entered  the  sh.iek  and  slated  his  intention  of  retiring 
for  the  ni',dit.     He  said  that   Noel  had  ni.m-  iiome. 

"  \ou  j,'()  too,"  sai<l  Jessie.  *•  (.ji.  V,,„  ,,,,  .,i^,,,  ]nrv. 
Xogood." 

Pod  looked  it  the  man  in  the  Iiunk.  Jim's  eyes  were 
closed. 

''  ("al'hite  tliis  here's  my  house."  lie  w  hispcred. 
"  (iet  out  !  "  rried  the  man  in  the  hunk.     "  Sliut  up 
and  pet  out  t  " 

Pod  Went.  He  tlioutrhl  (.f  the  hole  lie  had  duj,'  at  the 
v<.ot  of  tJu-  ju'nc  stump,  for  the  first  time  since  his  son's 
arrival.  He  went  to  the  hole  now,  found  it  and  its 
contents  as  he  jiad  left  them,  aiul  reliuued  lli.'  earth  and 
the  Hat  stone  to  iheir  places.  Then  he  viv,((.(l  the  hij; 
spruce  tree  and  pocketed  two  of  the  Jii<,'h-sh()uldered 
I'otfles.      Thus  equipped  he  sel   out   for  Noel's  place. 

P' "(.1  Hcuai'il  and  N<.>e!  Salmlis  s;t!   sjm  U!'-  —  '  f!:!\\  !■    '^J.!- 
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111^' an  in(li^r,,aii,,n  m.  1 1  iii;,r.     The  in<li<,'na.ii()n  w;is  mostly 

V'nVs,  and  it  was  i.rc.l  oi  Aar.     He  was  alVairl  of  his  soil 

and  of  tlic  tilings  his  son  stood  I'-.r  in  his  tirrilicd  and 

trniity  min.l  ;    and  it  (hd  not  take  him  I(,nir  to  sJvak.'  the 

heart  and  fin    the  luajn  of  Xo,.|  Sal)atis  with  his  own 

f(  iTorand  .snspieion.     Jim  |,;ul  eonic  hack  to  Fisher  C'rc-ek 

for  reven;:e.      For  w  hat  else,  in  tlie  (ieviTs  name  V   Would 

J.e  fake  his  reven;,'.'  with  his  own  hands,  (.p  did  lu-  mean 

to  hrin,!,'  the  Ia\v  into  play  ?      It  was  the  mention  of  the 

law-  that  dealt   the  lirst  shock  to  Noel  Sahatis. 

'■  He  wiiirt  ^it  well,  ni'l\-l)e."  lie  sni^Lfested. 

"  C.H   MvU  !  "  exelaimerj   Pod.      •'  Ti.eii  Wc  he  i^ood  as 

jailed  and   han^'ed   this  very  mimit(\      l)"ye  eal'lale  his 

folks  (h.n't  know  where  h<-  is  ?     and  I  he  ])oliee  too.  like 

as  not  ?      And  if  they  «,rif  me.  yc'H  cnmc  alon<i'  too." 

'i'hey  tried  to  luart'd  thems-lves  with  <,nn.     'I'he  white 
liipior  faihd  to  <xivv  t.'iem  e(.nrn<re  l.nt  it  inspired  them 
to  action.     They  d,  eid.  d  td  «ro  np  stream-away  np  into 
the   nnmapped    wihls     and    have   Jim    in   possession   of 
Fisher  Creek.     That  was  the  <.f)ly  thiny  to  do  (m)  said  the 
;,'in).  for  whether  he  lived  <>v  died  Jie  would  l)e  tJie  niin 
of  them   if  they  remained  on  the  ereek.     Thev  {)aeked 
Xoel's   Maid<ets.   fryin!,'-]ian   and   k(ttle.   axe;  an<i   nisty 
steel    trap.,    and    the    pro\isions    wliieh    old    Jessie    had 
lirouyht    in    from    tlie    Keservation.      l»<.d    asked    Xoei 
where  his  shot-uun  was  ;   and  Xoel  Jiad  to  admit  tjuit  In's 
mother  had  toied  it  aloni:  to  I'od's  shack  ;ind  that  she 
was  still  in  ])ossi  ssion  of  it.  as  far  as  Ju-  km  ■.',     Pod  was 
furious,  ar;d  swore  tJiat  Jit  "d  he  driven  to  investi«,'ating 
the  eoh.ur  and  size  of  Xo(  I's  live  r  and  other  vital  organs 
one  (»f  tliese  d;u  s  ;    and  1  he  Maliseet  replied  in  kind,  w  ith 
a  logical  rrfcicne,    to  JV.d's  rillc  :    und  Ih-'  tliuht  into  Ihe 
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uildcrncss  ca.ne  wilhiii  an  av.r  of  tcnniiiai  mi,'  \i..|rntly 
there  uivl  then.  A  .irju-hnd  shift  of  whim  "saved  the 
Mtii.-ition.  Tlicy  embarked  in  old  Jessie's  eauoe.  '.vhieli 
wa^  bi-tter  than  her  sou's  haky  and  cranky  craft,  and 
shd  up  stream.  At  Pod's  hmdin-;  they  pause(!  loni; 
enou}.rh  f,,r  P(„l  to  transfer  to  Jim's  hne  new  eanot" 
Tliai  canoe  still  contained  Jim's  new  blankets  and  liberal 
suj)j>ly  of  bacon  and  tinned  provisions.  TJien  they 
poini  .or  d(ar  lif(^',  and  fear  of  just  puiiishnient  for 
tinir  many  misdeeds  limbered  their  stiff  niuscl.s  and 
strenuthened  tlieir  lun<'s. 


CILVITER    VII 


JL'M::  S     roMESSION* 


JOIIX  i)i;  i.\  1{ i:\V.\KI)  ;iiul  hisudoptcldau^'hlcr  June 
rruclu  (I  New  \'(>rk  without  accident.  J.  iiii  oallid 
at  I  Ik  olliccs  (.r  Sa;ic  and  Scar  arul  a^kcd  Tim-  Mr  James 
Ivcward.  .];miics  was  out  of  town,  I)ui;  Thomas  1*.  and 
dohu  S.  were  in.  Tl!''  visitor  sint  liis  eai  i  in  to  Mr. 
'I'lionias  I*,  Ijcward  vith  a  ricjuest  I'or  a  hrief  iiiterviiw. 
i'.  was  ;,Mant-d  as  soon  a>  ask'd  ;  and  tlie  En^Uslimaii 
was  iunncdiali  l\-  usliered  into  a  c.ond'ortahK'  room  that 
hail  hicij  the  |)ri\ale  olliee  of  Janus  Heward  hei'orc 
Janus  Jiad  taken  o\er  the  yet  more  eomCortable  room 
that  had  Ixcn  the  workshop  of  the  late  Hohert  X.  Sayle. 
The  Ixiy  eios(  d  the  liea\y  door  hehind  the  caller. 

The  s;i\;iiit  haltrd  on  the  ed^e  of  the  oriental  ruj?,  with 
his  carNcd  walkin;j:-st  iek  (a  ^ilt  I'rom  the  Kinj,'  of  Siam) 
anri  his  wnk-  white  hat  (symiiolii-al  in  London  and  I'aris 
oi  |)rofound  scholar. hip  and  the  tireless  pursuit  (»f 
knowledge)  h(  Id  toother  in  his  left  liand  and  his  short- 
sii,'|itcd  e\e^  Miid^iu!,' ai.iial'ly  forward.  The  nouu;,'  man 
s«'ated  at  till'  far  side  k\'  the  \i>'_t  o;ik  tal)le  ^'ot  (Uiieklv 
•'Ul  <<\'  his  pailded  arm-chair  and  ad\aneed.  t,diincinj; 
fr-'h)  lii>  ealli  r  to  his  caller's  card  and  hack  ayain. 

I  am  oiM  of  JauHs  Hi  vvard'!>  ^oiis,"  lie  said,     "  I  am 
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sorry  that  my  fatlior  is  avay.  Vuiir  naim;  mt,  i.s- 
vcry  itnicli  like  my  own." 

••  Exactly."  ntnnird  the  Knulislmuui.  "  Mv  name  is 
niy  cxciisf  I'or  disturbiii^r  yuii.  Your  I'atlirr,  1  believe, 
1^  a  son  of  Poddiiiotoii  IJcwanl." 

TJi.'  other  invited  his  visitor  to  a  seat  and  restated  liim- 


.st 


'•  My  lather  Jias  always  hcri  rttieent  on  the  subject 
"f  niir  family."  he  said  :  ••  He  left  h.-me  at  an  earlv  a<,M-. 
I  believe  that  he  and  his  failier  did  not  jr,.t  ulonjj  vt^.-y 
\\(ll  together. 

■  I'.xl  ra  ordinarv  !  I  h;ive  a  h  t  ter  in  my  jx.cket  from  the 
old  j,'enlleman  whom  1  have  every  reason  to  Jjclieve  to 
I'.-  your  ^'raiidfather.  V,,ur  father  came  from  Fislier 
(  i(  (  k.  in   Xew  |{runs\\iek.   I  think." 

■  \«s.  Ironi  New  Brunswick-  but  he  lias  niver  iiien- 
t'on.d  Fi^her  Creek  to  me.  He  ha^  always  be,  n  very 
I'ld.  linit,.  i),  his  answers  to  our  ([uestions.  "  V,,,,  a,,.  ,i,,| 
li"iii  Fisher  Creek,  sir.  surely?  I  bej/  v..ur  j>aidon  ! 
^  '-nr  addr(  ss  is  (,ii  your  eaid.  of  course.  Fond(,n.  F.iit 
>oM  s;ud  that  the  name— the  similarity  of  our  nanus— 
\\a-.   \<.ur  re.ison  for  eallin;,'." 

*•  Fxaelly.  It  is  my  linn  b(  In  ,  that  we  K-  va,ds  and 
«1'-  la  1{(  uar.ls  are  ..lie  and  the  same  family  t..at  we  are 
<"|'Mns.  in  fact." 

Thomas  1'.  HewanTs  face  brijjhteued  with  ea;:.  r 
Mil' Test,  then  .limmed  l)ehii.d  a  mask  of  caution.  He 
tinned    his   eye   to   thr   savaiifs   card. 

■  It  IS  unfortunat(  that  my  father  is  not  in  toun," 
he  said,  his  isnAc  sidl  on  the  pastel. oard.  ••  I  know 
""'h.iiu'  alioiit  the  Jiistory  of  the  family." 

lb   u.i,  a  verv  decent  >--.uii<:  man.  this  Thomas  I'ennv- 
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t'uilici'  Hcwiud.  with  hcarl,  iiit 'Ikfl  ;i.ii(l  i(!uc;it  inn  abnve 
t  he  uN'tiat'c  ;  hut  lie  knew  little  of  hu  inanity  Ijcvoiii!  t  he 
itfjuifcnicnts  (if  liis  hnsiiuss.  The  p'.nsuit  nf  his  1)10- 
r(-isi(jn  had  tauj^'ht  him  caution  and  Nns})ic'i<)n  -  fXCHlli-nt 
ij'iahtifs  in  h  hanker,  finni  thi-  hank's  jxiint  nl'  view. 
Th<'  j)ractic('  (<i'  cautio;!  luid  su^])i('i(Ui  hail  somewhat 
<limme(l  his  wider  outlook  ;  and  !  vv.  as  he  ^a/.ecKdown 
ai  iiis  visitor';-  card,  his  thouudils  were  under  the  colli, 
impt  rsonal  control  of  the  (jualilies  that  nuide  him  such 
an  excellent  niae  of  hu^iness  at  sui'li  an  early  a,!j;e.  Ileic 
was  a  stranjxer  witli  a  wjiite  hat,  iVom  L<tndon.  claiinini,' 
hlood-relat ioie-hii)  with  flu-  family  of  .];imes  Heward  so 
ran  his  sus|iieious  tliou^dits.  This  Ihiui/  had  ni'\ei' 
ha|)j)ened  hefofe  ;  init  now  that  IJolxit  N.  Sa.ylc  \\;is 
d(a<l  and  Jam-  s  Keward  was  wtirtli  a  million  anil  soine- 
thin;;  o\'er  to  his  prixatc  fortune,  t  he  t  hiiiLT  I  Kid  happened. 
Tins  stiauLfei  ^\a^  e\identl\-  a  ;:i  nl  lem.ui.  judixn'i/  liy  his 
voice  and  app-aranee.      His  dress  suj^'^e^f  ed  eh  aniiiie-.s 


l>llt      i'arelesslie^s.       Ill 


d     un.fa^hionahli;     hut     dls- 


f  iiii^'uished.  Hut  w  hy  I  his  de  !a  st  uff,  d'  he  were  a  fak'  r  '.' 
Why  not  plain  Heward".'  One  moment  '.'  Tlii  de  la 
Hewai'd  w.is  a  hetter  name  tor  the  purj)"  i -^  "\  \^'  ii 
ot'  oiitainmj/  money  uu'ler  Ld^e  pietenct's,  t"or  ii'stance. 
It  suy^'ested  a  rial  uiiine  .somet  hi n;j  yon  chine  to  ui,'ainst 
\iiur  hetter  judi,'me!it  a  thin^  to  u^e  only  hecan^e  it 
had   iieen  wished  on  you   i)\-  t'ate  and   your  torefathi  r-. 

'I'lliKil'  !a\'  its  suli!!et\.  .\  ilull  liliedue.if  ed  J)el-on 
would  has  e  come  out  llal  footed  with  a  card  eii!,'raved 
''  Heward,''  Ifa  miild'e-ai;ed,  dist  ineui^-hed  lookiim  nian 
like  iuN  \  iM  tor  r-allv  wa->  a  cousin,  hi^  fa'  h<  1  w  ould  ha\  < 
known  of  1  he  fa'-t  a,nd  spoken  of  it . 

Till'  soun^^  hanker  looked  np  iVom  the  eaid  and  found 
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tJi<;    Enjjiishnmn's    nrar-si.hfo.l.     ki,„„,.      , 

<  :il/';/.iC.I     \-   UDnn     lici         TI      '  '       I       I  .•        f^"*'"  »-       IlXCfl 

""•  MMt..isn,iI,-,laM,|  st,,n(|  up.  • 

■■  "   1^  liiiii.rtunafc.""  J,,,  sa'd    •■  r  ■..,,    ,. 

rr' '"''''■■■■,' ''-'"-"^.n '■'';';'-:;:'.:;:;::■ 

■':,'"'■    """•  "■■  'i>'i;y"u.    (:,„„|.,„„n,i„,-- 

.III.     1       t)H       ,|,,,.l,f   ,,;.,.,,         ,.. 

)         I  ,,  ^  "    //^^  ^'"     '-l^-   IC'I   IxK.k   was  I.Kill.rlif 

.,"■"'■"">■■  ""'-"■'■""'"i-i  ".„,•„„.,.,,»„„„. 

Jnhn  fio  la   Hruard     \r   \      ]■  u  <   ■■        ■ 
•    >.  lat..  J.t.-Cr.l,  P.  S.  .Je  h   K..„nr,i    .^  a      V  '"  ""■     "  '*""'    'S^'V 

■   Amazon  ;   .nih.arv  st-rvir.  ,„   i  ;,   "  '  .^  '  i  '  '  ^•^P'-r- 

'1     sul,-c<Ut.,r    L.mUon     Uoo'JA«r'/L,'''  '"'"'''''  '" 

'    I'ish  Mis.j„„  ,„s,.-,m  •  eistZi.^    •   m""K   '^M"'<l.'.nn 

'   rj^rachiate  Wrscs,'  '  Thr  I  uk  '  •    f        i  ,^     ""• 

■  M::;::;•«.'^!'■::^^?^^'"th.•s.u.l.•••V:;.^,,^:::;. 


fir 
1 


on  Komamo/-  rr.,HM..n.    I.-'Th    sV 


>  xi'laiiiiol 

.!|t     '    ■■ 


til. 


■■  (.tf.-lt       llf;iA-,.|i 

'■  An. I  !  »ini,,.,!  |„,, 

'J''H;lHavyvulum<'!.n  Iro.n  |.,s  h.tn.Is       |r 
up.  laul  itup,.nontlH    ful-i- an-l  .t.uv.lal  ,l' 

>vas  fTiriiM.ii  with  ,  1,  ., 
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"  And  I  showed  hiir.  tlir  (loc^r.""  lie  conliniud.  "  Prc- 
histoiic  ice'.  That  will  be  my  hr-~t  and  last  nanus,  if 
tin  <iiris  h  .11-  of  thi^.  And  1  llinuuhl  him  a  faker. 
The  janitc  r  couldn't  have  made-  a  \\<>i-<  'oivak.  ruiv 
ivorx-  1  I  iinw  him  the  north  exix'-ure.  the  chilled 
optics,  because  he  v/anteil  to  l)e  my  cousin.  Til  ^^>  and 
])i-^  his  pardon.  lie  is  sure  to  l)e  a  good  spe)rtsman. 
W'licre  is  he  stopping,'  ?  "' 

He  loinul  .he  savant's  card,  but  it  did  m<f  sjiov.-  a  New 
York  address.  He  scid  twn  nun  ^ut  to  iiiM^ii^Jite  the 
re-risters  of  twenty  hotels— i)ul  lii^  tiiought  and  tlieir 
cl'f'  its  were  alike  in  vain. 

Jolin  de  la  Rev'ard  went  uj)  t-.wn  to  the  honie  e.f  his 
(dd  frund  Ian  Mad. can.  with  wlu.ni  he  ;,nd  June  were 
stayni^'.  he  told  June  that  Jaiues  llcuard  was  not  in 
New  York  — i)ut  he  said  notiiinu  of  his  convers}Ui(>n  v  ith 
Tlu'uias.  the  son  .)f  James.  The  three  lunclu  d  at  home, 
in  a  room  o\crlookin;:  a  sm;dl.  ;.nt  en  yiird  eoiit;iiiiniir  a 
^T''en  tree'.  Mr.  Macl.e;in  wiis  seseral  \(ais  nidcr  than 
Je)iin.  a  bachelor,  and  possessed  of  considerable  woildly 
Ucar.  He  was  a  nii^^dity  hunter  ;  aiul  he  and  Joim  hod 
i)f-r.  totfether  in  se\eral  tiirht  and  bizarre  corners  of 
the  earth.  He  was  a  ^nat  admin  r  of  J^  hn  as  a  man. 
explorer,  soldier  and  scientist ,  and  a  deterniined  rcaeler 
eif  him  as  m  autluu-.  With  th«  exception  <:f  a  few 
standartl  works  oir  big  «;am<'.  and  the  iat;do^uues  of 
gun  makers  and  sportsmen's  outfitter^,  his  oi.ly  l.'ooks 
were  those  of  John  :  lul  ('olom  1  Rcosev  It .  The  personal 
clenu'iit  had  a  shong  iiiilm  nc  on  I;r  literary  apprtitc. 
He  was  n.it  a  bookman,  but  he  wa-  a,  cou.ck  ntioiis  friend. 
It  a  man  \v  knew  well  and  liked  well,  won  u  battl-  .  lie 
would  stuely  the  maps  at  tlic  earUcst  oppoitunity,  lihten 
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int.ntly  t.,  his  friend's  delHilcd  aeount  <•[  thv  .-u-linn 
rc^ad  every  operatu.n  erder  and  report,  and  entln.siasti- 
c.d  y  yoice  h,s  ad.nnatiun  uf  (he  viet.r  and  th,-  x  ictcry 
and.  ,f  possible.  Jus  n.nderstandin^r  of  tiie  operation.  So 
1  was  ,f  a  fnend  hunt  a  raihvay  or  a  ship,  painted  a 
pic  nre  or  wrote  a  book.  II.  would  h,ok  upon  the  work, 
^o  to  j^reat  lat,,M,c  of  bo.ly  and  nund  to  ,.r.sp  its  spirit 
as  w.  1  as  Its  purpose,  and  praise  ds  creator.  He  con- 
Md.red  the  appreciation  ..f  the  professional  ar.tivHies  of 
his   friends   to   be  ono  of  the  ch.ties   of  fri.ndshn,       In 

he  .,uUter  of  ^is  friends'  hterary  efforts,  ju.t  whc-re  he 

''^•1   '"'i'«'d    for   fan-   w,nds  and   unmistakable  landfalls 

h.   had   encountered    many  and   increasmc,   dilbeulties: 

Kvcn  the    stra:,da forward  (  olond's   printed   pa^^es  ha<l 

'efo^r,.,!    i,„      „„,,  ^,,„,   t,^,,,  _.,,„^  ^^^^^  1^^^^,^^   ^^^  _j^^j^^^ 

<!••  la  Reward  ^uw  the  ^.reat  ami  unfa.lin.  M.urer  of  his 
>"<ntul  fa  i^ue  and  bewihierment  :    and   vct    he  bou.d.t 

-u-h  n,  w  book  of  .h>hn's  and  laekied  ,(  like  a  inan  ;nd 
•yn.nd.  Most  ..f  his  off.tune- time  not  emp|o.,.|  ,„ 
shno,,nu  ,nd  hshinjr--Mas  Ki^.■n  painfullv  but  nn- 
j:nu  ^n,^ly  to  his  .ff.,ts  to  appreeiat.  fullv  the  lde^ar^• 
"Milts  of  .T,,hn  .  iniatjinin^s  and  sp.iulations 

Alhr  lunehron  th.y  took  tluir  cUvv  to  the  hbr^Mv 
the  m,n  sf.  I  l.usy  neallin^^  aoventures  Mlueh  thev  ha<i 
shan-d  on  ^an-M  icr  and  n.  tropin  jun^lr.     Tli.   Id.rarv 
cntainci   thr-e  sJiclvcs  of  books,   four  .daz.-.l   .a^es  of 
;^uns.  tarpon,  sahnon  an<l  tiout  rods,  a  ti^.r's  skull    an 

.lephunt  s  tusks,  a  l.on\  sk.m  inaps.  photo.naphs  of  a 
b-w  men  an,  manv  boast,  anthrs  of  n,o<.se  and  c-arib... 
and  the  liead  oi  a  musk-o.\. 

•''»(•  went  str:u.:i,t   to  the  book-shelves,  n.ff.e-eup  n, 
^"d.      M,      Ma'I.ean    turn,,!    fn...,    th,.    father    fo    the 
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(lauifhlcr,  lusit.-ktcd.  --(Hiarcd  his  shoulders  and  fdlowcd 
lur.     lie  <.dan('('d  liar-k  hdph'ssly  at  liis  IViciid. 

"  I  til  lii\c  yiiu  Iia\c  every  one  ol'  Dad's  honks  here," 
slie  said. 

"  I  am  sure  ol'  it,"  replied  Ian.  "  .Taek,  come  here  and 
tell  me  if  yiu  intend  your  ho^ks  to  he  undcrstcKxl  hy 
ordinary  fellows  like  me  ?  It'  you  di>n't.  that  lets  me 
out;  hut  if  you  (h>.  vou'll  have  to  heli>  nie.  I  hate  to 
appear  a  dunce  Ijefore  this  youn^^r  lady—  hut  will  you 
tell  me  wlwA  this  is  ahout.  It  is  eailefl  ('I'd  and  the 
Ihitli  yjilt  s.  I  ha\  (•  read  it  a  dn/.(  ii  tinus.  Jaek.  What 
is  it  supposed  to  lie  tit)out  '.''  '' 

John  todk  the  volume  fruni  his  fiiend*'-  iiand,  lield  it 
close  to  his  eyes  and  opened  it  here  and  there. 

"  I  rcmemhe'  it  very  well."  he  vaid.  "  It  is  ahout 
huttertlies." 

"■  Hut  there  are  whole  chapiers  in  ^\hieh  huttcrflies 
are   imt    nientioned." 

■■  Tlu^se  are  ahout  (io(h-as  a  hutterfly  would  imaL'inc 
(iod.  It  V  as  a  \ciy  simple  effuil— almost  ehildish. 
June,  V'lU  tiiou;iht  so.  too." 

"  \'es  ;   and  I  have  always  lo\ed  it  for  its  simplicity."' 

■■  (.«)d.  as  iniauined  hy  a  hnttertl\'.  "  said  Ian  MaeLcan. 
"That  niay  help.  I  wish  I  had  knuwu  that  hefore. 
"^'oumr  AVallaee  and  I  were  talking  alfiut  th-:*  hook  last 
neck,  and  he  said  that  he  '^^•ouldn't  make  head  nor  tail 
of  anv  ])art  of  it  except  the  stiait;ht  entomoloj^'ieal 
stuff.'"' 

"  What  youn;^  AVailac-    do  you  mean  ?  "  asked  June. 

■■  .\icher  Widlaee.  He  is  a  major  nr  was.  He  wi  nt 
to  nar  with  tin  first  eontinuent  of  tan,,  ans  in  the 
aulun:n  of  I'Jl  I.     Vou  knew   his  father.  Jaek.     He  was 
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with  inc  when  you  and  I  li.-st  nict.     Fellow  with  a  red 
iieiiil  and  eait-l(ia(K  of  imnuv." 

-I   rernen.luT  hi.n -hut   I 'know  the  son,   too/'  said 
J.'hn.     A  New   Yorker,   hut  a  Canadian  olhet-r.     June 
•  t  wa.  you  who  introduced  hi,n  (o  uu;  m  Ihv  winter  of 
that  first  year,  wiien  the-  Canadians  were  on  Sahshurv 
1  lam. 

-  Vcs.  hr  was  a  iVuiKl  of  f  h,.  Wix^Us."  .vplied  June. 
Ihat  is  stran-e/'  said  Mr.  MaeL.an.  "We  talked 
al-ut  y.,ur  hooks.  Jack,  and  I  talk.-d  ahon'  •  ,.u  hut 
i'<-  <1"1  ix.t  say  .  word  to  had  n.e  to  susj,.  et  that  he  knew 
you  personally.  lU  was  ;r,vatlv  attracted  hv  vour 
"-iv.  an.l  read  hits  of  then,  here  and  there,  and  "said 
^''•■^'  '"■  !■  It  a  (lucer  ,ulou  of  hunili.iMtv  with  then,  and 
>«t  could  not  rcnu-ndnr  havin-  ever  .ecu  then,  hefore. 
I.ut  h<-  IS  not  entirely  his  old  sell',  vou  know.  II,  was 
woiindtd." 

•■  I    iuani   of  that.-   said   J..hn.      -  I    think   vou    told 
'lie  o|  it,  June."' 

••  Ves  I  toM  you."  sh<'  replied.  -lie  was  in  ,, 
J-'-ndon  hospital  hu  n.onth..  He  was  verv  ill  apart 
t>"ni  his  wounds.  JI..  lay  out  for  six  davs  anion^r  the 
d.al.  One  oC  the  other  otlieers  in  his  haltalion  tohl 
-yary  U  ren  all  ahout  it  -a  terrihle  sl.„v.  H,.  hul  uU 
<lay.  .lay  niter  day.  in  a  mine  crater,  .ind'erav.  led  ah.,ut 
at  m-lit  lo.ikm-  for  food  -de.:ul  men's  rations.  H,.  we 
io>md  and  hrou>r|,t  m  hy  a  patrol  IV..,,,  ai-otl,,  r  haltalion 
llr  ivmeiuherc.i  nis  experiences  for  a  .lav  or  tuo  -was 
iiaimled  hy  llinn  so  tii.at  he  eouM  not  si",,  ,,  -  and  then 
toi;j:ot  then:  ahsolut ,1\ y 

■■''""'•    <lcv,l!"    sahl    Maeh,.an.      -  Ih     i-,    vn  v    well 
i)h\Meally  Uow.  hul   he  is  ,iu.m  r.      He  seems  to  oe  idl  the 
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tinio  on  Ihf  (.'(Ijro  of  rcnK-ni))crin;^  somethinfr.  In  the 
iiiidillc  III'  t.ilkini,'  he  st(»ps  su(hl(iily  as  ii'  he  \viis  fuinhhii}^ 
about  ill  his  iiRiuoiy  t'nr  soiiictliiii^f  innrc  important  than 
the  sul)j((;l  ill  hamh  His  l)rain  is  right  fnough,  otlier- 
wise.  He  thinks  ijiiick  us  liifhtaing— so  (juick  that  he 
gds  ahrad  of  uw  and  rij^ht  io  the  jioint.  Hut  lie  is 
(luccr.      Ol'  that  tht're  ean  be  no  doubt.      lie  admits  it," 

John  had  listiiied  at  tenti\"(  ly  to  his  iViend  and  his 
(hiughtir,  though  his  eye^  had  been  fixed  ail  tlie  while 
on  a  pa!,^'  of  (ind  and  the  litiili  rjJ'us  ;  and  now  he  ejosed 
the  book  on  a  Jin^'cr  and  looked  at  .Tun,  . 

"  I  think  you  knew  him  Ix-tter  than  1  did,  my  ilear," 
Ik-  said.  '"  If  I  icnic mber  concetly.  you  knew  him  very 
we!!  -went  about  uith  him  and  tiiat  sort  of  thinj^'.  In 
short.  I  seem  to  remcmlier  tliat  I  used  to  entertain  the 
Ijelief  that  he  was  one  of  your  k<en  pursuers,  deal  ehild.'' 

.June  Iauu[h(  d  lightly,  but  unsteadily,  and  blushed. 
Ian  MaeLean  looked  enii)ariasscd  but  tremendously 
interested. 

"  I  cannot  help  ft  eling  that  you  should  have  visiti-d 
him  in  hospital,  (bar.  and  iu\ited  him  to  the  house  wlu-n 
he  \\as  ('(tnvalesciii'.r.  or  else  reminded  me  to  do  so.  lie 
was  a  jj;ood  soldier,  a  credit  to  the  .Vrniy.'' 

"  Hut  I  told  you  about  it.  Daddy,  at  the  time," 
returned  the  jiiil.  "  It  was  when  }ou  were  very  busy 
with  that  Itook  which  >'ou  did  not  linish.  I  saw  him — 
and  hi   ■  ( ,  tiled  ipiite  W(  !1     and  he  did  not  know  me." 

"  I.iud  lo\"a(li!el^  !  ■'  e\e!aimed  .Mr.  Mael.can.  "He 
didn't  know  _\  on  I 

■■  I  a]iolo<risc,  my  dear  ehilil,"  said  John.  *"  It  must 
be  that  I  did  not  rt  all}'  Ik  ar  you  at  the  time.  That 
bouk--it  j)romised  well.     I  must  get  back  to  work  on 
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it.  DnuJ  Grnrrals  that  was  the  title.  Ws,  it  promised 
wvW.  I  rlicaiiit  the  first  cJiaptcr  of  it,  the  ni^lit 
ul'ttr  Jiciiiiiii,'  of  of  tlu"  Ixn's  death.  The  maiuiseript 
IS  ill  OIK-  (,r  my  l)a;;s.  If  you  iwn  will  he  |,'ood  enough 
to  excuse  iiiu  uiitil  '.ea-time.  I  sJiall  go  upstairs  and 
write." 

lie  went,  auii  June  and  Ian  nmifijied  in  the  lii)r;iry. 

■"  I  (ii<I  not  tlnnk  youruf  Wallace's  nicinorv  was  as 
ha  I  a>  that,"  said  tJie  mighty  lamtcr.     Do  you  mean  to 

ti  ii   me  Dial    he  liad  im  r((M)lleetion  of  you.  whatever 

di(lii"t  e\eii  /;,/  that  he  had  seen  you  before?" 

■■  He  had  ro!i4(itlen  me  comjdettly,  utterly— even 
more  so  than  lu-  had  forgotten  father's  hooks.'  And  I 
wu>  gnatly  lelicved.  It  hurt  me  a  little,  of  course— in 
mon-  tha'!  mv  vanity  ;  hut  it  was  a  very  real  relief  to 
luf.  If  I  trll  you  something  rather  extraordinary,  ]Mr. 
MacI.ean.  will  you  keep  it  a  secret  ?  It  is  something  — 
r.  ally  .dmosl  nothing— tjiat  even  father  does  n(jt 
know." 

■■  TiusI  me.  Miss  de  l.i  Reward,"  returned  Ian.  "  I 
hel  hiirhly  complimented  and  deeply  touched  hy  this 
mark  of  conlidence.  Tell  me  your  secret,  my  deiu-  young 
lady,  and  I  assure  you  that  red-liot  pincers  would  never 
■-iiccve  1  in  pineiiing  it  out  of  me.'' 

Vou  must  promist>  first  that  you  will  never  mention 
U'.r  to  Major  Wallace,  or  m\  fatiier,  except  in  connection 
with  his  !)(,<, kv  that  you  will  not  remind  .Major  AN'allacc 
ol'  (h(    i'aet  that  he  rvei  knew  us." 

■  I  pi-onnsc.  Trust  me.  my  dear  Miss  June.  Vour 
secret  will  lie  safe." 

■  1  am  suic  of  it.  Ml'.  MacLean  ;  and  I  liope  you  will 
niA  he  offended  at  my  making  a  conhtlant  (»f  vou  in  so 
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unimportant  a  niattvr,  I— }]ir  Iriitli  is— in  Loiulon. 
duiiiij,'  Wu.sv  iasi  I'oui'  \(  ais,  I  have  had  a  i^fi  ai  tiiaii\  — 
1  hav<-  r(C(  ivcd.  or  avoided  with  (Uilifulty,  a  great  deal 
ol'  attintion  from  uk  ii.  \'ou  need  not  try  to  hiok 
solemn.  I'll  I'eel  iiujrc-  eond'ortable — less  ot  a  Tool  - 
if  you  laiinjh.  Sailors  and  soldiers,  you  know.  One  could 
always  he  rude  io  eiviliaus  who  were  youiif^  (  iiouijh  to 
he  so  I'oolish  :  and  men  who  were  old  (  iiough  or  ill 
iiiouyh  to  have  a  ri<,'hl  to  he  ei\  uians  had  more  sense. 
Saihtrs  and  solilieis  were  tjie  t  rouble  -  hiave  uk  ii  on 
leave -jjcople  you  could  not  he  rude  to.  Major  Archer 
Wallace  was  one  of  tluiu.  l\v  hecame  the  most  dexoted 
oi'  them  all.  and  I  think  I  lik((l  lum.  or  adnnied  him, 
a  little  more  than  any  one  else  — hut  I  lik((l  almost  all 
of  them.  This  sounds  idiotic  to  you:  hut  it  is  true. 
.Soldiers  on  have  and  sailors  on  shore  arc  idiotic;  hut 
one  ''annot  Ik  Ip  Iikin<f  them.  Sonic  of  th<  m  heeanic  an 
awlul  bother  to  me  ;  so  wlun  Major  Wallace  was  awav — 
he  didn't  <,ref  h  .ivc  \-,  ry  often  —I  preteiuleil  that  I  was 
cnfTa(,'ed  to  h:m.  '  didn't  say  that  it  was  to  him. 
exactly,  but  that  became  the  general  idea.  The  men 
didn't  ask  (picstii  as,  but  the  women  did.  and  one  girl 
asked  so  ma.ny  that  sht'  confused  me  into  almost  saying 
that  F  was  uoing  to  marry  .Vreher  \N'allace  after  the 
war.  \'«iU  must  understand  that  he  had  often  asked 
me  io  -not  after  the  war.  but  immeiliatel\-.  1  had 
always  refused,  of  course.  I  b(»ught  m\self  a  ring 
and  wore  it  on  the  signiiieant  linger.  The  othii-  soi(li(>rs 
and  sailors  wtre  awfully  di  cent  a!)out  if.  It  sa\((|  m(> 
a  great  deal  of  trouble.  I  congratulated  n,\self  on  my 
cie\-erness  until  one  day  Ada  Wren  told  me  th:  t  he  had 
writ  It  n  to  Major   Wallace  and  ineidentallv  nieuli'.ncd 
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•  lur  iiij^;it;(  iiici.i  -liis  ciiLJiif^'ciiuiif  uiid  iiiin".  I  was 
I'mitiiis  Willi  In  I.  A  iVw  \V((  ks  lal(,r  I  gut  a  li'i:(i-  Irinii 
liiiii.  Il  was  an  ania/.iiif^  clfuit.  Ho  said  liiat  Ada 
\\  ii  n"s  (■Dintiuuiicat ii)ii  had  inaiU'  hiiii  tiic  haj)])i('st 
man  on  the  Wcsti  ru  Front  and  that  I  was  an  angel  to 
have  ii  l(  iit((l  and  that  hv  would  \>r  in  Londnii  in  a  ft  \v 
\V(»k-.  Vts.  he  lnlicvcd  it  -that  we  wt  re  engaged! 
I  did  nut  kiiuw  what  tu  do;  hut  I  told  Ada  what  1 
h'liK^tly  Ihuught  ol'  h'T  ;ind  comnianded  her  onh  red 
111  r  to  wiite  to  him  ;ind  explain  what  sjie  had  done  — 
the  out  la i^'  oils  mistake  she  had  made  and  t }»<'  unjiardon- 
al)le  inipeii  iiienei  of  whieh  she  had  been  guiltw  I 
ndiiei'd  h  r  to  (ears;  and  she  prumised  to  write  th<' 
ni  \t  da\.  I  did  nothing  clx  in  the  mathr  exci  ])t  dis- 
eard  IIk'  ring.  Two  more  letters  came  trom  him.  iiolh 
of  which  I  hurned  unopeiu-d.  Se\eral  wci  ks  passed  ; 
and  linn  we  heard  thai  Major  Wallace  was  missing. 
J.aler.  I  he  news  canu-  that  he  had  hecn  recuvered. 
serinusly  wuunded  :  and.  in  time,  1  was  told  1  he  story 
ot  his  terrihlc  ixpcriencc  in  and  around  the  crater.  .And 
aftt  r  that  Ada  Wren  confessed  to  nie  one  dav  that  she 
hail  not  written  the  second  letter  to  liim.  So  you  can 
imagine  h<>w  n  iieved  I  was  when  I  found  tjiat  he  liad 
forgotten  me.      Tli:it   is  all,  Mr.  MacLcan." 

■■  Ivxtiaordinary  !  "  exclaimed  the  mighty  hunter. 
'■  \'ou  ])I;iyed  wiih  lire,  my  dear  girl,  and  <  scajx'd  a 
hiirning  only  hy  lh<-  chance  of  [)oor  .\rchi  r"s  loss  of 
iiuiiiory.  Will  w(ie  reekliss.  Vou  say  that  V(ju  did 
not  |o\-c  him  ".' 

■■  Not  111  the  le;!st.  \<vcr.  Hut  I  was  very  fond  of 
hini."" 

■  \'(  rv  fond  of  him,  hut  not  in  tiic  least  in  love  with 
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'"'"  '•'      ^"•-  nrc    I  MO  (1,  ,  j)  \\,r  inc.  Mi-,^  June  -  like  y<jur 
(Mli<-r\   1,M..I,..      I'.iit    !i,-   !.,\c.i    \,,ii  '!  " 

"^'•>.      At    iia-.t    In-   thiiiiLrlif    so — scciiif!   1(1   lie  (juitc 

Mill     ..|'   It.    " 

■■  Ami  v\  I,. Hi  '.'.  ill  y.iii  >\i>  il  he  >-ii(M(iily  rcMMiulit  is  '.'  " 
'''"'■<■  i^  ii'i  ihiiiL;cr  III  tha'.  so  li.na  as  In-  is  iiot 
'■"  ''I'"!;!.  .|  .,r  it  111  any  uaw  Ol  li.rv.  :.(  he-  woi.M  liavo 
n-iiHMi!,crc,|  i.,f.,r.  tli  -.  lint  il  that  sl,,,ul.i  r\>  v  liapprn. 
t'"  'I  I  ^li;i!i  iia-  .  f  .  trii  Jiiii.  Ihc  truth.  I  Jhiiik  (hat  he 
^^"iiMh  \  (■  (•(  :  .-.i  to  can  r.ii-  iiic  I  ;v  ti;at  t  iiiif.  aii\\sa\-. 
'I'hr  !iiaiii  ii:;_'i,l  li.i  ii  Ih-  picfuif  a-aili.  l.iit  Wv  hcail 
^^""i'l  h  :\c  i(Co\(ic,l  I'loiii  Ik. ill  wh.tcstT  w ,  s  the 
'"''''•'■  \'i'li  it.  I'.ul  v.h  't\.r  ha{.]).  IIS.  1  ufii  not 
<"i|f,'a;/cil  to  iiiiii.  lioi-  u:i\lhin;j  t-lsf.  and  nc\(r  was." 

\'><\]  carr  I'of  soiiH   ,,thri-  soMii  ;•     oi  sailor      I  think."' 

'"  \o.      Well.   iii>t    <\,rtl\    no.      I    h.i\i'  a  vu  ,pi(  ion   ,,f 

^OIlK-t  hillL;.    " 

"  ^' 1    'Uc:.    to  y..u.   anyw  'y  -  ami   Kt    lis   h'j)c  that 

ptM)r  yoiiii','  \\.i!!;i(    iii\i-i-  t >  ii:in,l.(  rs  lKlit\iiii:  hniiMll' 
(MiLraLiC  I  ti.  \ .  u." 
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•  \    •      t  have  Science,  marhincrv  and  the  pfTfection  of  technique 
rhnini.ilcj  Ch  met?  from  that  li       "  nr.     ficiieral  X —   ,  the 

conunander  uf  a  diviMDn  of  luf.i:  i;)  the  hahit  of  msjK  'titiK 

his  front  line  tr>*nchi'.s  on  the  si.,,:,.|  vi.iy  ami  sixtt-nith  dav  of 
every  month.  On  t}i'"i"'''"id  "f  Juiu- lie  wtnt  uptntho  positions  of 
his  fi;r\vard  Ijattali'  K-d  liv  oni"  cf  Ins  aides-do-camp  ami 

tl»e  rommandmt;  ■  .  -'i  his  brigades.     It  was  a  perfect 

Slimmer  morning,  and  binis  were  ain^^mi;  in  Sanctuarv  W'ocxI 
The  sudden  (urv  of  the  fierman  boml^ardment  >hiit  them  oH  m  a 
moment,  is^jlated  them  from  their  friends  an<i  supp'  rts  as  if  they 
vi't're  "f  ;i-,  .»!,,. r  md  l'>st  world.     Th"    n  I- .i  •  •  .r  ■■  sv  i-.  kdled  ; 

the  br  i!  w.ir*  wounded  to  he!  dX 

•Aispi.   .   :i.    ;  i,,ii.-d  by  tfieconcussK.ns ...    ■.,....,...,    ...... 

\V!p"i  t!,'- '  i.'rman  infantr\-  flo<Mled  in  acrns'.  the  obhtcrated  triiiches 
;li-v  .lid   ii'it  hill  a  major  •■•  •    I     but  an   '•-    ■    !   ;ind  de.Klly 
lirsthan  1  killer  \.ho  h  ul  f^  hat  the  ■  '  .-f  a  division 

had  ever  been  his.     They    u-p.it   ;ird  him  at  i..  t  .    nut  he  took  a 
lif'!   fur  cverv  wound   he  receivtiJ     ....     This   was  Chance. 

\V!iv  do  wc  prt-tend   t  rstition  ? 

(      ,    ,  .>   IS   thf""   mttiTTi  it    kffps 
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Till',  ;<-.it  nf  rrc;iti\r  ciiiiiposil  ion  slnif  the  tli-iiii^lit  of 
l-i^lii  r  I.  ii  rk  out  <r|"  Jiihtrs  Ic  aii.  and  ki  jit  his  liudy 
;ini|  ills  ;iii"j)tf(l  (iau^'lit'  r  in  New  VUrk  t'«ir  tin  days 
Jifttr  .Iiiiu's  (Midc.--i<.n  I"  tlii  ir  im^t.  11'  \\"ik(<l  in 
ills  iMiiiii  cvcrv  riii>i  iiiii'.r  jiiid  t\i'ry  nl't*  rn. "  ii.  lippc'iti  d 
lit  the  diinicr  tulil.  in  hiuh  sjimts  and  n  fn  id  t^i  i|iii(t 
diiuii    hrf'i.rc    iiiidiiiLilit.      The    nit'rnin>,'    ;ind    at'ti  iiiihiii 
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<:rtHtly  [:<  his  vitiM'acticn.  SIm-  ki  pt  In-  ii.iinl  cff  .Ii.|in\ 
Inxiks.  Al'ti-f  ililiiicr  til''  time  ucut  ;il)(.ut  ti  iL''t  her. 
'•n  t  h''  \\  ii<cls  mT  (jiiick  whin  is  iiistc-nd  m1  |.;l,i)|-i(ius  j)!;ui^  ; 
1'.  ill  still  tl;.-  i'ir>-^  ;i)icl  tlir  puMic  iiii  mined  in  it^ni 'ranee 
'•!'  Ilii'  l'i<-t  tli:it  tills  cxiiidKr  (if  iiiKliilinLT  'list  met  inn 
\\  s^  in  t  III  ir  nihl  ,t ,  .■iimI  t  he  int'-llcel  nuK  ^k-imcIciI  tn  t  liini,' 
111' the  pi-o\iniily  "I' t  lie  ant  leir  (if  77/(  .S'/),,v',-  i/t  llir  Sl,ull, 
and  'I'li-nris  I',  licw.ird  snutrlit  liis  Inst  enii^in  in  \ain. 
'I'h'iiii.is  (  niplovcd  a  dt  tret i\c  ;  Imt  wlid  eii.-Micf  h.-.s 
a  ditcclivc  a^aind  ih;'-'  ii;itnial  Li'a  nt'  :icri(i(  iit  wlueli 
\\r  call  (  lianee  ' 

In  tli<-  iniantinie.  Captain  Hnhcii  Sa\  Ir.  M.C.  and  his 
Miiii  'I'. .Ill  Sniek'-n  (late  .")<i;r_".),s.  IMi-.  Sim  k.  n.  'I'iins.) 
•■inned  in  \( w  \'i.rk,  mi  th'ir  \\,i\  tn  I'l  lur  (  i< ck. 
ISi'l)  di<l  imi  |V,  1  sdcialiy  inclined,  li(  v.  iiImI  to  have 
a  Wold  with  .latiirs  Ki wai.l  and  tin  n  sho\f  jdon^  i,n  his 
own  ;dfiir  of  tinionshmc.  IT  did  n^t  \\.iiil  to  ^cc  or 
tdk  to  his  raniiiv  nr  that  < -i'  .laim  ■.  Hi  ward.  lie  had 
iMitJii  I  lathri'  imr  niothi  r  to  i^d  tn  now.  and  lii^  sifters 
Were  rich  and  inaiind.  ,iiid  rich  a  mii.  ami  doiilitliss 
lin-\  and  liapp\.  aii>l  donlttli--s  |'ii]|  ,,i'  pits  |',,i-  hini.  of 
ad\ci-c  eiitieisin  of  his  icci  nt  wa\  s  of  Id'-,  and  of 
eiiMosity  coiiccriiinL'  his  aff  iir>.  H,-  kiuw  thd  th'  A' 
Would  pdy  hini  licc.uisc  of  Ins  disinlicritancc  .md  th:;t  he 
Would  f<  el  hnnnlialion  a  laKc  humiliation  .in  iL'lmlilc 
icilcetion  ot'  then-  pit}  foi-  his  di>.millioiKd  e.'dition. 
That  he  could  ind  slinnl  foc.  lie  \\onld  not  ii>k,  lie 
li.d  no  reason  i  tins  conne(dion.  at  le.ist — tn  let  1 
humiliation  or  sh..me.  If  he  hit  aiiv  ^luime  foi  tliis 
:  ffair.  it  was  not  for  his  ..wn  pait  m  it.  lie  had  Ikcm 
disinherited  Ix  (Mii-e  of  the  line^t  actions  of  jiis  JitV.  lie 
ii.d    i  eta    imsuniii  1  siood    and    (iiso\'.nid    because    of   hi.S 
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vcnrs  ()f  ;iinif(l  (■li:iiii]i!(>ii'>lii|)  of  the  v/nrM's  tViiilmii 
ajjiiiii-t  !liiiiii>li  iniuiit  ;iii(l  riiocifx'.  imd  in-'  -1:ii!.l  \''<v 
])crs(iii:;i  iniili.in  ;i<,Mn!.t  j):if  ii'inil  ;i!il  li' Mit  y  nnd  Id.-iii- 
(IinIiiikii!.  !['■  w.i^  jiruiul  i>\'  tluM-  iiuuL,'^.  '1'"  t' <  1 
hiitJiili:!' i'lii  I'M'  tlirtii  wtiuld  l'^  liRi-  di  iiynii,'  lu^  c.i'unil. 
iir  ii  I'li^iiii,'  diitv,  iir  iailiiiif  i<>  '-ii]ii)i>ii  a  cuMirjidi  m  u 
lijilit  oi.r:i  r.  Huf  \\hat  did  Iiin  uiiiiiuddird.  iini-,iidi  il, 
fiiil-iVd.  s'll'-Mit  ist'ud.  1)(  iiiilli()!ii(|  ^-i^tt-rs  kii"\v  i^flhisf 
tilings.  iftAcii  lii^  I'jdiitT  IiihI  <ji<]\<-  ill  ij,Mi(>r''Ji<'r  ultluir 

liitrh  '-i;r"il"'i'i''''  •' 

||,-  w.iil  t(i  till'  otVicis  of  S;i\Ir  tV  Si  ,if  ntul  was 
inruiiii'd.  I)\-  a  clifk  t  luit  Mr.  .Tatii' ■.  Hcu.ird  was  nut  of 
town  mill  that  t  li'-  date  ol  his  nt  urn  was  not  a  ct  liaint  y. 
This  \\:s  11')  sort  ot"  shock  to  I'oh  and  im  mI  -li.ick  i o  his 
plans.  lI''  iiou}.di1  a  nuinlx  r  ot'  maps  on  ins  way  hack 
to  his  hotfl.  and  en  his  arn\';d  t  hi  r(  warmd  Sna'kiii 
!-  ]\:  \i-  tiiintls  ready  for  a  nio\-f  ni'\t  inoniin<_r.  lii- 
dri  aii'd  no!  to  call  dm  any  of  his  old  iViiiids  ;  tor  la  n-  in 
his  nat  w  >■  r\\v  },<•  f.  It  I  he  pal*  nii'ss  ot'  p.  i  imia;  v  iiila  rit  - 
anvf  as  it'  hi  liool  s  w  iii  ah'cady  worn  dnwn  .it  I  Iir  la  ■  Is. 
.Vftii-  Imi'Mi  hi'  wtnt  out  for  an  aunlrss  walk. 'a  it  h  just 
an  afli  iniii>n  and  a  nii/hl  nf  Ni  w  \'ork  alaad  "f  him. 
II>'  l)i'licvcd  that  his  ilianurcd  .appciiani'i'  would  sa\c 
h.ni  iVi'in  I'ccoirnit  aui  l.\-  imrc  aciju  antann  s.  l\,  st  roll,  d 
around  d la n a  rc\-  I'ark.  smokii  ;:  ■■  ^ari  t  ti  s.  I-'rom  t  here 
ho  wand' nd  m'"  I'ltih  Aniiimi-.  Hi  was  |iM.kiii<:  in  a 
crystal  window  a.t  a  display  ot  Iumiii' mis  hooks,  and 
thinkimj  ol"  his  own  small  hut  t  \ci  11- iit  library  l)o\.  d 
awav  in  London,  win  u  In  prist  n!  ly  Iccainc  awan  o|  t  hi- 
scniHnv  of  :i  man  in  a  irny  suit  who  had  haltid  Inside 
hin.  n  irlanci  d  at  tic  stiaiiL'ir.  .and  the  str.anijrr 
iustuutlv    I'a.Z' d    H!*"    t  hi      i\iiidow.      Hi-    limiHii    tins 
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jjlancc  to  tho  !;.,oks  ami  tin-  i.tli-  r  inii.icdiaUly  luokcd 
si'lrw  i>c  at    liiiii   ajj.iii'i. 

■"Old  s.)ldi(  r,"'  said    I!(il>  \\itlii,Mt  InriMiiL:  his  head. 

''Surest   tliiiiLT  ill  the  wcrld.'"  s^nl  tlic  man   in  lm-cv. 

Satnc  Id  \  I  ill."' 

T'lcy  fared  caeli  nthei',  simliiifi;  cant  musK  .  The  smiles 
expanded. 

n"n't  tell  111'.'"  said  the  man  in  ^rev.  "  I'll  place 
ymi  in  t  wo  ticks." 

I  ha\-(  ii"t  ;,'.,t  it  \et.  my-(  |i'."'  ret  ni  lied  Hn!».  "'  Spiiiiy 
<'l  I"  '•''  ^<'^.  that's  it.  I  iiK  f  yiiii  niK'e  niL'ht.  I 
think.  \'e>.  i!  \\a>  at  ni<_di{.  and  dnrimr  ;i  -f^r-p. 
Voii  ii'v  a  tan;  .liaii  .'  ThaC-.  it.  I  wa.  on  i>ur 
left  Hank,  and  the  Canadian--  were  on  our  left,  on  tJH> 
ri<lLre." 

\  oil  have  d.  Those  iiuinnries  CMino  lia(  k  to  nie — 
the  fi^litini:  memories  hy  dt  Lfrees.  \'ou  hail  the  coin- 
paiiy  oil  my  liijiit.      .So  \i,u  iivo  l-ji:j!idi  '.'  "" 

■■  No.  i  am  ,■  New  NOrk.  r.  I'nl  I  was  -n  F,n;.di-liniaa 
for     mihl.Lry     piirpM, -,      i-N>e\     IJi^imuit.      I     was     m 

Loud'  >n    W  hell    t  h<-    W.iT   st;n  ted." 

"  I  am  of  this  I'M  I  )Wii.  til,. :  iiiit  I  went  over  with  the 
first  lut  of  t  .madiaiis.  Wallace  is  my  luMiie-- Arehcr 
>N"allaer  ;  and  now  I  iia\'-  \oii  clear.  We  hroihdit  our 
flanks  into  loiieh  in  a  sh.  IMiole.  (r\(iii  remenilu  r  ■/-— 
and  yoii  wt  re  Meediiii,'  at  tin  :h  ek.  luit  didiTt  sf,iii 
much  hurt,  and  one  of  your  idiaps  di, ,!  in  that  h-le  and 
I  fill' tl  \\<.y  eiLT.arette-case  tioiu  a  hox  \(ui  had  in  \our 
pack.  And  li-rc  yon  .•ire  on  tiie  a\en!ie  and  not  a  droji 
of  hlood  m  sjtrht  I  Tliis  calls  for  somelhim:.  old  son  I 
This  is  an  ociMsioii  I 

>■     '  •  '•     aiiii    ii'.iV    liVv    ■\">  I      ill    ori>ri\e    li    Y       M\     uaiiics 
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Saylc.  ;inil  T  hunliil  >'(  >tci(l;i.y  aiiil  ;ui)  L,"'iiiL,'  i.'Tth  to- 
il i'lri-' r.v.      \\'!:;li    ;iImiu(    ;i  n-uiii'.n  .linin  r  ".''  "' 

'I'll'-  lt--;ill  (if  this  •iiL'^rt-^t  i')!!  w  :is  ;i  (iiMiK  1'  ;lI  flic 
clni)  wii'ic  M;ij(ii'  \V;il';u'r  li\ri!.  It  I'.i'k  |)!;i<'<'  ill  a 
|)ri\Mli'    T'liiiii.      'Dm-   (limi-^   wcif   li^ht    ill    i.iiiiilicr.   and 

n  -''i  Sa\  Ir  v\as  lllf  LTilrsI  nf  li(}|iMUr.  With  '<l\r  i-xap- 
ti'iii,  all  !ia:|  hci-n  acti\'rly  aii'!  I'urw  aii!i\-  t  ii^aytd  in  the 
(jjtat  War.  Two  were  juni'ir  ol'iccr-^  ><\'  the  I'lutfd 
Sta''-^  \a\  \  :  <iin-  \\a'-  a  vi  ry  yoinii:  Scot^iiiaii,  a 
inaj'ir.  late  <■!'  tlic  i{o\al  Air  I-'mc-c.  witii  li'rcc  woinul- 
sti)j)r-.  the  1).S.()..  yiX  .  and  l.e^riiiii  of  Ihiji'  iir.  a  j)r()ud 
a:id  wfilth}  aunt  m  Nf.v  \'oik.  and  I'liK  i  n--  K  ^' ;  t\vo 
Wfic  suhaltern-  '■!'  tfu-  Scwnlh  l)i\"i-^ion.  A.K.F..  and 
two  wort'  (  aptain  Kohcrt  Sa\lc.  M.(  ..  laic  nt' th.c  l',s^i-x 
Hc'iiiiicnt.  and  Major  Archei'  Wallace,  I).S.().,  late 
lanaluiii  Infantiy.  Mr.  I.in  Mad. can.  that  iniulity 
l.iiiitii'.  was  1  he  exceptional  civilian.  Had  W;:l!ace 
kiioun  ot"  I.in's  uiR-sts.  .!(  hii  (\v  la  I{(\\ari!  w..!i!d  ha\e 
hcei!  till  re,  too:  hut  >  ou  may  Ic  muc  that  thi'  hunter 
said  iii'thin.:  t-'  tfie  naior  a' out  tli^  de  la  llewards. 
The  dime  r  \'ai  a  nccc  s.  'I'iic  >!iiii.-,  increa-cd  in 
t"orro.  .'iid  tin  coUNCis  tion  in  w.t.  a  the  dmin  r  j)ro- 
urc>'<i(l.  Ian  Macl.ean  tuld  '^<'n  e  '1'  his  iin'st  i  xi'itinij 
adventurc>  u,tii  li^ns  and  tiucrs  and  \\iltl  pn:^  in  -uch  a 
thiilliiiL'  '-txle  that  the  i  cprc-entat  i\  c-  •!'  tli'-  .^eu'iith 
I)i\!  i'>i.  i'clt  th' ir  scalps  crawl,  and  \]v  eyes  oi"  tlic  .Scot 
who  had  ol!iciall\-  crash'il  t\-.el\('  li^'clic  "jjliiiics  stuck 
out  witli  hoiTc'-.  and  Hoh  Sayle  was  th  nl.ftil  tliat  his 
spaci('us  y^uth  arid  adxenturous  -piiit  ji.ad  ne\e:-  led 
liini  into  th  I  pnih.,is  lirld  ut'  ■-]> -it.  It  was  |.,!e  uJicn 
t  h'   party  c  n:c  to  an  end. 


(  Haiti: i{  ix 
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IX   ^p'\\r   (if   til'-    -loll   a'1'1    c:i<c   "f   till'   ;iiH'i(iit    niiii.'iu. 
Jc- >ii'  Saliu'i^.  tiir  w.iiiini  ill  Jhmcs  l?r\s  aid's  ^iiuiililrr 

l)rli;ivrl      Vrry      iiU'lls.        AltllMll^h      H,,-      l.ullct-JM.lr      lis.   If 

loiikcil  Will  f!iMiiL'h  I'lM'  a  I'c'A-  (lays,  t  lii-  pat  i'  lit  V  1  (■nip<-'';i- 
tiirc  went  ii|-).  Jiisl  hiiw  hiL'ii  it  well*  .Icsic  dill  not 
ktiiw.  I'lT  sli''  was  lint  ciiui j)j>i-il  with  a  clinical  thcr- 
iiiimictiT.  Al'lcr  llic  iii-st  liftx-  hniirs  ot'  lit  r  a<!iiiiiiist  ra- 
tion,   wji'ii   Jaiic's   iMiraii   til   talk   wiMIn'   a'pj    tlii1t(i'   lii> 

'.all'js.     s|ic     WMlilil     flalh'     liilNC     S'llt     tn     till-     SI  t  t  Irlliillts 

f.  ir  a  ilncti.r  it'  lliiic  had  1h-iii  aii\"iic  tn  sen. I.  She 
C'liilil  hut  I'liil  iiair  iinr  hide,  lnuii  i  ,1'  h  iw  .  i  ■!'  Inf  snu  i  ii' 
I'nd  IJrward.  Sh''  ^\lllt  In  Xm  I's  plan  in  s,;^;,.]i  i.l' 
till  ;u  ;  and  vvh-  n  'die  -aw  h'i\\  tic  cahiii  had  In  •  ii  tdcarcd 
dt"  |)r"\iMiins.  and  her  cannc  and  James"  caime  and 
niiMit  taken,  she  undcrstiMid  si  iM.et  liilii:  'if  what  hivd 
irippeiiid.  Thai  dc\il.  I'liil.  fiad  run  .i way.  taking'  pm'r 
\\c;d<  X'lel  'dnnL,'  \'.  it  h  hiin.  I'l'"!'.  himiless  Xncll 
She  did  lint  w.ist*'  a  th"UL-ht  <'ii  the  diicetinii  III"  their 
lh:.:ht.  W  Isat  niattcrid  it  t"  h.cr.  "r  t'>  tli-'  sjck  in m, 
wliethci  thev  had  ih  d  u])  strciiii  ov  i\<>\\\\.  s.i  |i'ii>,f  as 
thev     Were    iii.t     to    t'C    found    when    she    ii' cdcd    tliciii   ? 

tat;  p  i.t  i.t  .i!  !  '  Pi! 

i  i . .  t  i     ■'in      t  •  •"  i  I  u  i     Tie   ii  i .     t !  i  i  i  i  M  li  ■  lii  »   i  \'    '  'Ii    \  l\i      u^  ii  '     •'  'I     ill' 
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disci  i\ir\-  tliat  !hi\   ucir  i/nrif.  nnird' r  wnuld  li;vf  Ixtm 
dniic  i.n  l-"isli(  r  (ii  (  k  :i--  siidd' iily  and  cwiix  irwmLf!>'  ;is 

it    ll.'id    I  \<  T   l)tCIi    (iiilr     tllcli     IT   t  K'   ull'   I'l-. 

She  }\iutriit  .fiiu's  fi  \>  I'  will)  ill  ill  tc;!s,  m  niii  t  iim  s  Imt 
aiid  as  ol'ttn  r..Id.  .Mid  cmm  ;  iiini  d  \i>  liatii--  llif  Wi'Und 
Uith  liiTWs  ;uid  (  < 'iiij)ri  ^^' >  of  I'imiN  and  l'a\i.s.  ."^lii" 
iifV'  r  !'  rt  Ml'-  '-id'-  I'l'  lii-r  jit  ■■-■III  "s  Iniiik  t'l'i'  inun'  lliaii 
(i!'ti.-n  nv  t\vi!i'\-  iiiimii'^  a1  a  tiiur.  day  <>r  iii^'ld.  ;ind 
til'  a  i)iil\  ti>  2'!  lVr~.!i  wati  r  tVniii  tin-  sjinnt,'  <>v  to  ^rt 
tV'-^li  111  Ills.  S!i'-  \s;->  -II  iild  .'lud  Ma-  ■III  d  that  -hi-  did 
not  Net-Ill  til  III-,  d  iiiiii-li  >!i([>.  and  tin-  liMli'  fliat  sh.-  had 
to  have  sh<'  1mi  .k  ii  \^.v  I'mni  •  i'  fat -nai)-..  .Iiin'-.  Inut.sj- 
iiMiitcr  !>!'  \M>!ds.  Ill'  til'-  sh'jlifist  ni'i\  I  iiii-nt  ul'  hi.^  lint 
h' ad  ii!'  ri'stli'-s  hand-.  al'>\a\s  hruMLlhl  h<l"  \\;d'-  awake 
Shi'  \v;is  a  nil!--'-  !»\  instinct  a-  \vill  ;is  li\'  hint;,  thi'ii^di 
unprul"cs>i'in  1.  trainini::  , -.nd  iinw  she  spared  ii"  (  ftfit 
IT  latigue  vv  tiiun^dit  to  lirini^'  tin-  casi-  iii  hand  In  a 
su.  ci  ssfiil  -ssii.-.  This  was  lar^ilx'  t'lf  .[..iii' s  Hcward's 
;  Im!  p:'rtl\-  t'l'!-  t  hr  s.ki  nl'Niiil  Saliali-.  Shr  was 
af'niid.  >>li'-  li'!M\id  ih'*  if  Janus  Hi  ward  \si  it  t  -  •  di.- 
of  th.'it  wound.  1  hi-  niiLild  nj'  t  iu'  law  \s  >  mid  cniiH-  t  huiid  •  - 
iu<^  und  p!\;i!i;-  up  i'lshi  !'  (Mi  k.  asking'  awkward  ipiis- 
timis  and  piu\  in'_i;  awkward  (linns  and  di^'LjinL;  up  aw  k- 
■  lid  pasts.  Siic  riar(d  I'l.r  N-mI.  \h  ^vas  a  ntinnt 
;•  ';■  '^      'ai'  h'    h    d  li\  1  d  a  Iniin  t inif. 

MHiiiiicr  cjimc  lii'l  a.nd  liasty:  aim  nn '-ipiit .  n  s.  and 
th' s  111'  various  s.iit>.  Iirca.ni'-  cxt  la' 'idinanix  a'-1i\T. 
I'lit     iild    .Ji --ii-    sat    tjifht     a.iid    I'.aiuht     thi-    tins     with 

"  sliiudc;'  -  "     :ind     'M'-     !r'.'-|'     with     li|'i-Ws     i.i'     ImI'I.s.        So 

ti'.'    da\s  and  nights  ])a-s.  (h   and   in   that    tini''  sh''  did 
Ii  •       M,    I  thi-r   huiii.'.n   htiui,'  tiiaii   la  r  jiatniit.      \o 


.  .     •  I . . .    »•.>  »»<.!»_•«»»  'i._  I  i ! ! !     \\  :  ■  ^-    *-.':!!  i      t    \'  i  ■  V  \' 
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;l;iA-  iVmii  hi-.  iiii<l-iui'iiiiii<:  a\v,;kiiiL,'  until  sv.  11  past 
i,,„iii  ;  i.iit  wii.  II  hi--  iiiiinl  Nva-  d.  ar  .  iiDiiL'h  I";-  I  h.  ,ujj;lit 
;t?iil  :.|)ri  >']i  li"  ^^.v^  .'liMti-i  t"M  \>.<iik  Im  alt  H'ulat'-.  His 
dirt  uas  I  \ti''iii'  i\'  \'>\\.  I'lir  tlinr  \v,l-^  ii"  milk  lUi  I'lsjur 
(■(•i,  k  aiil  ii'i  In-i  I'  111'  iiiuttun  I"!  ill'  lii;'.kiiiL,'  <'!'  I'lniii, 
All  th.-  ii.iiiii- Kiiii  lit  h.-  <i>>[  \\a>  111  tlif  liutaiiu.ii  coii- 
Cdcl  Kills  ^li'-  p'liirifl  (!m\v!i  lii>  uiili  sjsl  iiiLT  thi'i^at.  I 
h;,\r  :;ii  I'I'.i  thai  th'-  "M  M-iu-cv  km  \s  prtlty  marly 
<\arll\  v\hat  -h''  \>- a^  a  Im  iiit .  Wh'  ii-  \ '  r  .1  iiii  'li  niaiidcd 
htrt,'!-  piatti  1-.  lull  (>\  Incil  ii.icin  ami  jiaiu-aki  s  siu'  was 
as  (IfaT  as  a  n<>s!  :  aiiil  wliMi  -^h'  rudkiil  --iiiiaii  im-als 
I'l.C  hi  I'  "V,;.  ccii  •Uiiipt  mil  she  did  vu  u\  a  lin  nulsidi-, 
SI.  as  1(1  span    hmi  IIh'  •  \cili  iin  nt  ol  tlii-  ndiaiis. 

Thr  sjidiildi  T  luraliic  ilitlaiii'd  and  swoli.a  and  llif 
p.un  111  it  Willi  u])  till-  n-  ck  and  dnwii  to  ihc  linni  r-l  ips — 
l,lil  t  hi  nid  ini.diciiii  -u-iiiiaii  did  nut  lusc  jiiait  ur  iaith 
in  111'-  fiH.iiiiL;  .iiid  h<-alii:LJ  \  Hi  urs  ul'  In  r  wild  in  rbs. 
SIm-  iiici'asrd  the  I'l-i  tpii  n«->  I'l'  the  hat  iniit:  •  and  tlir 
strriiijth  nt'  till-  piiiiUicts.  ^h'  had  cuiilrd  111'-  tii'rs  and 
riitur(ii  th'-  swilhnir--  "I  niui'--  turniidalih  inirts  tiian 
tills.  liip  scnncc.  liarmd  trniii  Inr  i,':'andiiiii1  ii'-r.  ^\  as 
as  old  as  tin-  r.-u  i  .  It  <  xn  i  di  d  In  r  sim-i-  ufundKiiial 
prupi  rills  1»\-  a  Lfi<'at  dial  as  did  In  r  i  \pi  riiin  rs  as  a 
ill  .u't  it  nun  I.  alsii.  l-'nr  iiistaiii-r.  sin  iiad  hrniiLiht  hack 
1,1  a  InaltliN  ciiiiditniii  vsnrsr  wnunds  than  this  diic 
|,v  I  In-  Use  (if  th'-  root  ol  a  rare  swamp  plant  callid 
(■liiskap'siiaiid  :  lui*  nut  a  frairii!'  lit  ul'  this  root  was 
in    Inr    jinssrssion    and    ^In     ruiild    not    ^(■(     aii\     \vay    ot 

<  lol  ailii  n>i    I  i  ■ 

.Six  nijihts  ;  I'ti  r  lin-  niizht  ol'  lii'  wnundini:  oi  Janus 
Htward.  wInn  tin-  h'sl  n  d  tlaki-  <<\  tin  '-1111^  ran  had 
sutisidt-d    i)(ii!iid   tin     i)iaik    aiils   and    iiu-   cirai    i\Niiigiir 
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was  (iii-kiii;,r  to  ;uiil)(  r,  a  caiim-  nnst.l  tin-  inuti  dh  Pud 
HiWar.i"--  tVi'lif,  aii>l  t  \sn  liuu  sfi|iiic.l  a'.h'ilT.  'I'iif 
I'laii  \\lii>  iiad  'n-cii|(i'ii  llic  lio\\-  ul  tiic  caii'n  was  .vaiuls', 
111  III' iliuiii  h'li^hl,  '-niid'  r  ami  wuii  a  liriavn  (,'lii\'c  mi 
his  l'!l  iiaiiil.  II'  iiii)\-i(i  h->  |~"iri-;inii  W' ">(l.'!il\  .  'i'iic 
(itlur  was  iall.r  :i!iii  lii'na.l.  r  ihaii  in-  'omj^au' ni,  hut 
lean  I  iiiiiiL.'Ii.  Till  y  ]i'.illi  i|  1  iir  carioi-  mit  of  t li'-  rurr.  iit 
aii'i  tiiiik  till  i>;itii  Itadmi,'  tu  lii.  shacl^.  iiic  tallir  in 
li'iiit.  'I'll'  iliH.r  I, I  till'  sii.ick  V.  as  i>j)rii  ;  ainl  ulil  Jissir 
sau  lliuii  utn.ii  liiiy  is>u>  d  I'ri'Ui  tlic  iriii^'t-  nt"  alii"  is  at 
til'  iiiji  III  llii  l»aiii^.  Slii-  \\:!s  liiildmi,'  a  iiiii:'  tn  iiiT 
j>at  II  at 's  li[)s  ai  t  iic  1  mn-.  ami  sin  dicl  iini  \'  il  iidiaw  I  lie 
liiULT  "''  ciiaMi,'!    Ji.  r  ]iii>nioM  liy  an  mi'li. 

Hn!)  Sayir  liail  iii  on  i  li''  I  iinsiiniii  and  {!■■(.  red  mio  t  hr 
catjin. 

(ii  Mill  (  \■(■lllllL,^""  ill'  said. 

iliAsdy,'"  i(  uirmd  liir  annrnt  sipiaw. 

>tiiiiii.ody  ili  ■.'  Soiip  l.ndy  s'civ  ■.'  "  ii,'  a>l;<-d.  widcn- 
ini:  tils  i,M/,c  against  tin  du-l<  o|'  tlic  ill  til-  mi.  rior  and 
st I II ijhiil;  i'i.r\\ard. 

\  IS.      \t<\i  diH'mr.  maylic  '.■'    I'lini'    in,""  -in   said, 
liiiii  sliw.ilv  Ills  lii-ad  imt  ad\an('i  d  a  !'■  \v  pans  into  the 
cahfu. 

W  iio  t  iir  di  \'ii  lia\  ■  >  I'll  t  In  ic  !  "'  ill'  (  xiiairiK  (1,  star- 
iiiK'  al  till  niau  in  tin-  Ininlv.  ■■(.Dod  hiavms,  is  it 
.laiiii  s  Ivi  uaid  '.'    Mr.  Iwwani.  i-  il   \ mi  ? 

\  I  s,  .I,i.!ii.  s  Riward  ol  \i  \\  N'liik."  aiiswiiN  d  t  he 
lii^  Ml. in.  ■■  H' IT  I  iitii.  Afcidiiit.  .Sick.  Xicf  ]il;irc 
-to  lie  s,,-k  III.  Hut  wiio  an-  you  .'  i  kii'iw  _\  ou  vcs, 
\  I  ry  \S(.ll.  \  oicr  very  lannliar.  (  uTt  s,  i-  ynu.  Conic 
•  ii'Mi'  and  lit  nil'  liav  a  look  at  \ou.  iJol)  Saylc  ! 
>h'  i.  it  1\  \,  1  ■.'    Is  it  \ou.  IJol)  .'  ■ 
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•"Of  ('(.in^^c  it  1--.  .liiii.  It's  Hdl)  Suyli'.  as  ^\uv  us 
Villi  uii-  Imni.  M\  h.it  I  \'\iv  liainl  i-  a-  lii.t  a^  a  ci'a!. 
And  \iiur  'Ji'iuidci-.  Jnii  .'  W' ''.iiKicd.  1'}  timnd'Tl 
'I'lii-i  !->  ail  a  iii\'^l(  ry  t'>  luc  1  a^krd  \'i<v  y^ii  iii  New 
\'"!k.  at  (he  iiIIkt.  'I'licy  -aid  _\i'U  \s<ir  "nt  nf  t^wii, 
l»iit  tlic\'  didn't  niciiln'!!  tln'  wixni,.  1  hiidnd  tiit-  ^Imst 
I  il'  an  idta  \'i  'U  u  cic  hrfc  li'  i  r,  i if  all  jdacf-^  m  t  he  \m  ii  Id. 
Whai  lia  .  iii'-iipi  lad  t<i  \  i,u.  .liiii  ■.'  and  \"  liat  \  tlic  sjaint? 
— and   uii'i  is  \"iir  lail\    I'licnd  .' 

■"She  IS  ,I( --:r  >aliatis.  my  ductnr  and  inir^c  (aiiie 
in  iicii;  last  Wfik  an<l  ^o!  iniit  tiist  tinn:j-  sJi,  ,t  tliiniio;h 
tin-  .sliiiuld(i.  I'liin  1rm<-.  yiiu  kn.nu-  Inn^  tinic  iiLjt). 
Canic  til  ^(<'  my  <ild  man.  (dad  yi>u  cami-.  Ho),  I'nr 
I  was  alVaid  ynii  wcit-  tVclmL'  siiir.  Mu'-t  talk  to  y<iu  to- 
morrow and  t\))lain  f\  ii\  thing-- ahout  tliut  \sill,  vuu 
know.      I'm  your  tVi'iid,   IJol).'' 

■■  I  nf\(r  di  iihtrd  it.  .I;m.  Nii\\  yoii  had  licttt  r  kri'p 
()iiirt,  hadiTt  \  on.  and  ^'o  to  she})  i>r  sdmrthmL,'.  ^^  c 
can  talk  t o-nioiidw."" 

■■  W-s,  in  thi'  inosiiinLr.  Ft  (  linj,'  a  I'it  liu/,/\  now  — 
(•i'iam\'  and  \-iLnu'  in  the  hi'ad.  Ni-t  unci  imi"i'ital)lc. 
liathi-r  plea-ant.  in  I'ac;.  Don't -!,M\'c-a-d;;nin  sort  of 
fcrlintr.  Hut  I'd  hkc  to  know  what  ludufht  you  licrc, 
Hoi).  W  '  '  told  you  I  was  hric  ".'  l3id  yoii  ^ay  tlicy  tuld 
you  at  t  he  ollicc  ? 

■"No  I  hadn't  tin-  i^ho-t  of  a  thoiiLrht  tliat  you  were 
liei'c.  I  didn't  conic  up  heii  lookiii"  for  \  ou  init  I  am 
^lad  I  lia\c  I'oiind  \  ou.  IMea-c  ifo  to  >lee])  now,  tlicre's 
a  ij<  lod  fi  lio\\.     ,S,  r  Son  ui  the  iikii  nmu'-" 

Jim  piote-  ti  d  t  hickU  ,  liut  Ho!)  rt  t  irt d  fioui  tlie  cabin 
and  |iiined  'i'om  .Snu  ki  n  otitsidc-.  The  t  uo  <  \-n.ilitary 
men    wiut    down    to   their   caUoc   and    [)itciieil   tiuir  tcut 
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rlo."  I».  -hli  thr  str.  Mill,  'rh-  y  iiiailr  a  firt  .  ;in<l  T>>iii 
t.>  work  ^vitli  t'r>inir-,  I'V  nnd  rnffr(-])..t .  \Vli.  ii  t  h.- l):i(M.n 
'.v;i,  curliiii:  at  1h<-  '  iIl"  ^  :•"'!  :.t  t  ract  mu'  ^v|tK  ;!-■  tV;.!:;  aMCf 
ill  thr  \vm</(  il  tliiiit:-^  "T  'hi-  wild,  nu  s^.  old  Ji -sic 
appcir-d  arxl  n.iurst.d  iMl-arc,..  .>lir  -ai.!  thai  .Inn 
H,uard\  ciir.u-s  had  no  Mial.h  tu  thna.  ]l<\>  hid 
ImI, •.(•(■..  (.f  <rv<ral  virlcti.s  th.  kinds  Ik  and  T-'MI 
siiu-kcd.  an<i  nth'T  kinds  to  u'lv  away.  .I'--;i'  t-.ok  a 
c<\i,-  (,r  oM"  of  til''  ot!i<  !•  kinds  a  l.lark  and  sMf.aili  tit 
iiiixinrr  ;>din!;-;d)lr  ;ilik<-  for  sh.w  conilnisl  jon  in  a  j)!!"- 
and  for  slow  nniiiil'lin':  l.'tu.-cn  spar-.ly  to,,thi<l  ja\\s. 
Siir  s,a  <lown  i.y  th.'  !itv.  lilhd  h(  r  pii".-  and  look-,! 
(out.  niplati\.  ly  at   tlu-  tVyin-j-p.aii. 

•■  .\ftrr  an  hour's  n -^1 .  I  shall  start  down  s[r.-;>tn  to  «:(  t 
a  doctor   iVoni   the  si  tth'iii.n's    for   Mr.    ir  ward."   said 

I}o!.. 

Tii<-  .'UK'irnt  Mjua\.  shook  lur  h';id. 

••Don't  iio  to-niL'!lt,"  sjic  n  plird.  ••  Wait  one.  two 
(lav  ih'U  fjo  for  do  tor.  iiiaylir.  Mo.  J,  s-ic  Sal)atis, 
one  (hiinn  Uiv  doctor,  (io  huni  ntw  in<  didn.-  to-nitdit 
— nuL'htv  £;oo<l  iiicdicin''  -n'  you  nui---  .Inn  how  1  t.rll 
voii.  ■.Nur-o  .Tim  a,ll  the  tini'  .  no  tinp  !o  hunt  nu  dicmc. 
Kind  U'">'l  ni-(li<'in.'  to-niiih*.  ni.  yhc  (.luskiip'sdiand. 
Mak  •  .Tim  well  one.  two  day.  Curo  h' np  wors(  fcvrr 
ail'     wor.c     shoidiolr     with     him     pd.n'y     tina-.       Voii 

wait." 

l{oI.  was  s'-rptical  of  the  old  diiip's  alalitio  a>  .1 
ni.dic'a!  pra<-1ition.r.  Im'  l-y  tin-  tmi.  .all  lh<  l':M-on  from 
til"  pan  was  (  onsum.  •!  and  Wv  coff.r  poi  ,rii])ti..(!.  <\\>- 
I'ad  ta!k<  d  him  mto  tru  .ImLr  lar  ho,t  h  a.s  a  <h.ctor  .-ii.l  a 
Woman.  II''  po.s,  ss,d  tia-  op' n  nund  :  nd  tla-  "l"  u 
h'-art.  ;is  we  ahiM'iy  kno^v.     So  hi   \m  n!  to  iii<.  .shack  .lur. 
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attciulc]  {,,  f}i(-  ^]cl:  mail  arofirflinjj  t"  ifi-  iiisri  uction^^, 
aiid  she  went  iiit'.  tlie  w-mrls  witii  h  htth  lia^k<t.  a  short 
1k-!(-..\c  an<i  a  'uiitcni. 

U(T')ic  tlic  (ifx-ii  (li.i.r  of  the  -^h,■u•k  I'linnd  a  dear  lire 
iif  <lrv  umiiiI  |(,i-  illiitiiiiiat  iiiLT  imip.si  ,  and  a  srmiilm'  to 
krcj)  Die  llics  an. I  m.  i-.juil "c  -  awav.  'I'hc  sunKi^c  a 
Odic  (if  tir«  iiarik<il  w  itli  (lamp  riiM--s  and  mm|s  ■  j)a'i  and 
sprci  i  a  cl.iiid  "f  chokiiiii  ■  iik.I-c  that  hiiriicd  tin-  l(-.s 
rourav'f'i'i^  of  the  iiiwuJiiiLr  insrct--,  d;i/,(  (|  \\\,'  others  and 
alinirt  vt'aiiiflcd  H,,l.  and  his  [«  li.nl.  .Iim  Ifcv.ard 
awokc  (|(  hri'.iis  after  a  short  sleep.  He  t..  -cd  from 
'-i'l''  '''  shii  a'  d  L'al'l)led  incoherrntK-.  Hoi)  lathed  his 
fae.  an  .  ja\c  him  plenty  of  heili-tea  to  drink,  aecordi-;;,' 
to  inst  nicti.ins.  "'lie  hittei'  smoke  fidin  the  smudge 
l)ccam('  si(d<enini/.  and  )'.ol>  f.  It  iire  that  the  torture  of 
it  uicrease-l  .Tim's  fever.  .\t  l.'.t  lie  e|i  scd  the  door 
tiirht.  sjiiittiiii,'  out  the  !i;:hl  as  well  :.s  t  he  sm,  ,ke.  ft  Nvas 
a  windless.  li,,t  nitfht.  N'ou  that  tlie  d..or  was  -hut  the 
little  ealMU  Itceame  like  :i  moderate  own  an  oven  just 
riLTJit  foi-  liakim,'  wdh.>ut  liurniuL'.  The  darkmiss  s^.^.tncd 
to  :u\<\  \^(  iidit  to  tiie  heat.  Old  Je-ic  had  waiiied  Holt 
that  tiie;e  W(  -c  no  candles  in  the  |)la('e  1  el'orc  dc  partirirj 
with  the  only  lantern.  ]]"\,  stripped  jmno  II'  to  his 
thimied  shitt  and  sat  \  (  r\  still,  sniokinv.  The  per- 
spira'H-n  ran  d'.wn  hjin.  front  ami  liaid-:.  in  iieklirii,' 
trickle-.      Tic   ■  lek  man  ItahMed  an<i  li.sscd  and  sujlh d. 

"  I  can't  stand  this  I  "  e\idainicd  \],<\,  at  1;.  t.  '•  Hi  tt.  r 
he  stranc'cd  than  suffocateij  .-m,!  I.iked." 

He  pulled  .'jx-n  the  door  atid  lit  the  l,ea\  \-  smoke 
t'l.iwl  in.  He  sat  down  beside  tlie  <lo.ir.  and  there  Toiii 
Snickrn    joined    Inm. 

1    never     aw    -neh   eiiats   liefiire    in   all   mv    hie.    sii." 
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^iii'l  T-.m.  '■  Tluy  liavc  tivkni  tlir  lent  ;in.l  consolidatf.l 
Wv'w  pd^itioii.  Sonic  nf  '.III  i)ro(l  ;i^  witli  li;i\  i  and 
some  sIhnIi  :i^  witli  kiu)l)k<Tri.'s  and  otlitTN  !)it<'  lik<-  .1..^'.. 
I  }ian(lc(l  <.vrr  \]\c  tmt.  -ir.  witlmnt  wiiitinu  t'<«r  ;i  rrccipt. 
and  l-  !"t  thciii  (utiiiu'  it.  Tluy  duii't  srcin  ti.  !..•  opcrut niu' 
in  siU'li  t'iir("(    Ik  re."" 

••  Wluit  v.iu  iHcd  !■>  a  Mnudu'i-.'"  -aid  Hoi).  ■■  ('n\n>- 
rvlon..f  and  \'\\  make  nn.-  for  you.  Vnu  niu--t  ^.t  y.-ur 
^l.rp,  old  tiiini:.  or  yonMl  ._'"  -^K'k  IxCor.-  \'-u  hfcniiu- 
;ii'C  1st   lui'-d    t'>   this   --"it    di"   lili'. 

\\r  niadf  a  -^niudu't  i"  tin-  tctit  tliat  tor  >li'(  r  off(  nMV<- 
nc  ,  l.cut  anvthini:  "f  tin-  Umd  rvcr  licforc  known  in 
tl.at  CMuntiy.'  Tl.c  l.of.  rs  and  hit.T  ll.d.  Thm  Hoi) 
.Atinu'iiislir.l  tli<-  smoulder  of  r..ttcd  !.;iv.-.  lac-d  Tom 
in  for  llic  iMudit  and  rctunnd  to  tlic  >-]iark. 

In   thr  ni.antlinr  "Id   .Irs,i.:  SaL.ltls  ClUlsrd   tll.^   Uoods, 

witli  the  huitcfu  ^lowin;,'  hcsidc  lur  likr  a  hiu'  lirrdly. 
In  (\rry  low.  damp  spot  wli.  n-  alders  ^mtw  she  juins.  d 
Ir.  ,|ii,  utly.  stoopinj,'  and  pt-rin^.  I'Vu-^  ami  inoscpnto.-s 
l)lunt(d  tluir  nipp.vs  and  beaks  on  her  l.urkdike  skin. 
Shr  intirruiited  muoli  ^ood  hunt  mi:,  awoke  many  sliv 
l.irds  in  tlieir  secret  coverts.  ;vInio?,t  stepped  on  tlie  hrilsli 
olii  io\  iin<l  stiirted  a  l»iu  moose  from  his  he.l  o|  Imliau 
willous.  Slie  s(.uijht  a  swamp  in  uhich  -hi-  had  found 
speeim.  ns  of  the  ran-,  f.  ver-alhiymu'  I'kmt  .'iilh'd 
(;hisLip"-hand  m.ui\  N-nt'  years  ii^'o.  II,  -  pro^MTss  was 
sl,,\v  and  at  times  slir  f.ll  doiil)ttul  al-.at  the  course  to 
fake,  lor  that  parti. Miiar  swump  was  -mall,  slie  had 
never  h.  fore  sou'jht  it  at  nis-dit.and  many  oft  h-  landmarks 
hv  wliieh  slic  mi!/ht  liavc  lecoirm/.ed  the  way  had  changed 
or  vanlshe.l  und.  r  the  r.  enrrum  ll"ods  ..f  life  and  .hath 
*,.  t],,,  tvlhlcrilCSS        ^   --!•!!-.!■  '..'f  une-  !  t  ijut  \',  of  licwdihr- 
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UK  lit.  a\M'kr  in  li(  r  ]i<;iit  ;!ii<l  mxw.  Th.  tnifli  i^  she 
\\;is  iirid.  IkmIv  .•;ii(I  lii-.'ini.  ^V,■l!s  df  «  iiv\-  lixin.jdii  the 
Ki  s(  r\-;itiiiii  had  sMrt(n<'!  Im  r.  and  I  lie  d;:\s  ;,nil  niLdits 
•  if  wiiik  and  an\i(  t\  cvrr  Jam.  s  1{. waid  h.:d  diM  uv.  red 
thai  la-'l  ttihcr.  H.i- jji-ca!  sp.iit  had  snlT-  ;  rd.  t.x ,.  J-'(,r 
<fi'  lii"'{  liiii'-  111  h'  r  iMiiir  111',  da  !'  It  ih(  nl  <,:  lii-'  r  i\  k'^s 
iiiiihl   and  of  i  'a-  pat  hh-  ^  ua'd'  ria  ^v. 

'•'"!■  flic-  lil'sli  tina-  a  dainp,  lu-li.  a  M-a-idioke  I  li..ll..\v 
raii.((l  ..'!  .!(  sm.  's  h..j).  s  :  aial  |..r  th.  .il'iJi  { Jnii  h.  ;  Jii.p*  s 
were  da.sh' d  l.y  Ih.  disM.Miv  Ihd  th-  swaiiij)  uf 
(;liiska|)'-,diaiid  was  11..I  \  rt  r.  a-la  d.  Tl,.  dfth  dcdh  to 
h.  I  h..|»<  s  was  i.n.  t  la^.  <ly  to.)  ;iiaii\  icr  hi'  phd->s<  .pliv. 
Shr   sank   d'.wii    m    ila-   tan'/!.-  dl'  s,,jip\    tluiiLis.   <.n    i  hf 

• I    l'la.K    mud.    aial    v..  pi     I,k<-    a    (laid.    caK  a  ss    and 

NiI'l;,  t  ful  i.|  t  he  (hiiiia  y  nl'  la  r  w  jsi|,,m  aial  h.  r  trrcal  a<'r, 
Th<-  lant.in.  uhah  had  I...11  h  t  Idl  lath.r  than  s.t 
d'i\sii.  s\\a\t(l  drunk.  id\  I'.i-  a  si(i,)al  ..i  iwn,  Ih'ii 
t"pj)lid  and  r.iliid  >'\<r.  .'^h•  withdii'/.  a  haial  I'lotu 
lar  I'ac.'  1".  .r  t  ii.  r.-c  .\  ,|_\  .,i'  t  h.  laal .  1 11.  w  h,.h  j.i  \  -i^r.iinst 
a  ciumi)  nf  pulpy  st(n;s  ;  and  ;  s  sJiT-  s.a  oil  lis  icisc  she 
sau.  liy  its  murky  L'l<ani.  ih.  |ii|..  .Ii.H.plnij.  n  is-hapcn 
I'll  II HM  1 1|'  t  ha  plant  sla-  s.  ui,'lii . 

Ill  l'"d  l{.  ward's  cLaMii-j  .-n  l|a  .:■<■.  k.  i!..l»  Savla 
dnilniu.  d  t.i  d.,  i.  ittl.'  aL,'auist  luat  ami  tli.  s  uiul  smoke, 
and  ;it  Ihr  sana  t  ma  I,,  pcilorm  liis  duly  towards  Jaincs 
1 1  (Ward.  .lami  s  did  U'ltiiin;,'  li.  maki-  t  hr  mat  It  r  casicc. 
!!■  '\  <-•  11'  \«  I-  at  ..ii((  (pu<t  and  -aj.  nt  fur  more  than  t.n 
"iiuiit.  .  at  a  tiaa,  il.  .Kmandi  I  driiik  i  1  ■ -pa  nt  |\-. 
s.im.lMiirs  m  t.iias  <.|  i-ool  saiutx'  ami  al  nthir  luncs 
in  a  NouT  .if  dcliriutii.  Hob  drriiiicd  iiuiijriils  of  h.  rl. 
(«  a  inio  him,  .'uviirdinf:  to  his  insfruil  ions,  tnoisli  ni  d  I  hr 
dn.s.sing  <>ii   in-  shouidii    .aai    im   in.l   his  lit-ud  juui   lact  . 
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11-  t;ilk"i  ;i  tli-'  at  (l':il.  in  a  v;.;  i.  t  y  nl' voicrs  au'l  iii;inurrs. 
s,,  l!i,.t  l)oI)  was  wwv  (|ui1r  -^ni'-  uli'ii  h--  w:i^  spt  -ikiiifT 
s,  riiMiviv  an<l  whcti  wiMly  i- n  tir.-  iiiat>  talk.-,l  or 
u  !i!!i  the  iVvcr.      l''i>i'  imi''h  >>l'  t  li'-  t  nii"  h<-  scnn  d  roiitnit 

with      his      ni<Hin'..ir;|,-   ;        lnii       <    :  <   VV      linW      Ulni      r.'VUW      il<' 

aiLh-r.^si-il  hints' ir  |)..iiif.il>  !■>  HmI)  an^l  .hmmiUd  a 
fplv.    inistakiiiLr   'liin   a|u  i\s   l'>r   M.iiP"n'    <  !m  . 

•■  Whi!  LT'iM-l  i-.  \.iiir  iiiMM.  y  t^  y^ii  i\i<\\  ?  "'  h.'  saiJ. 
talkin;:  \'i  ry  f.is*.  "  \  mi  'hiiTt  wwik  I'T  it .  l-uf  yoii-^tili 
worry  iJioiii  it  you  hi\<  so  imich  thai  y.u  d'u't  rvtn 
know  what  it  look-  hki  ;  ti.i  >  ou  p.iy  ui'  thirl  \  thoii-anfl 
a  V.  ar  to  ln-lp  ><'U  k'  <  })  track  o!  it .  I)  <  ^  a  ili.  ijiir  !or  a 
iiHlhou  Jook  hk--  a  luilhon  <i. .liars  ?  Not  o;i  \our  lite. 
A  ni  iloti  .lollars  is  i-arfs  full  of  iloM.  I5ut  I  t^l!  you. 
a  Mian  u  ho  h<,'hts  for  oth'Ts  ihniks  foi-  hiinsc!!".  \  "U  h  ul 
more  CO!  union  si  asc  twtiit  \-tivc  yi  ar->  airo  than  you  have 
now.  \'.,ii  think  that  y<ai  can"l  I'c  wro;-!,'.  I-^n't  that 
>o  •'  V,.u  think  tlial  y.u  an-  always  r;;;ht.  I^l^t  that 
-I  '.'    \\'ii\-  <h.:i'1    you  aiiswa  I'  m-   '.' 

••  I'crlV'-tiy  tru'  .'"  s,!|,|  Boh.      '•  Tak-    a  sip  of  t  iiis." 
•■  Ifs  a  lie  :  ■■  cnc.i  the  sick  man  :   au'l  then  h<-  ilrani-d 
the  niut:  which  l?o!>  h  1.1  to  h's  ho*  hp^.  siuhd.  sunk  hack 
atul   k'  pt    ijUi   t    for  a   te\\-  minute^. 

Wh'  n  h  •  spoke  a^'ain  it  was  about  his  father 
•  Tiial  ohi  i'lnl  is  scare'!  of  me."  he  said.  'lie 
ner  lu't  lie.  lie  isiihad  old  fellow.  .Ir^s^e,  l)ut  I  wouldn't 
hurt  a  hair  of  his  vile  old  head.  11  :  i  !■  1  to  kill  me  - 
hut  1  was  too  smart  for  h;m.  I  was  always  too  smart 
for  him  -  andf.-rthd  wiji.ian.  too.  \Vh  d  was  he  diii-^ing 
hir.  I  woMih  r." 

lioh  doztil  aii'l  his  chin  sank  upou  his  chest. 

"  Wakf    up  ;  '      cvciaiuad    iiic    man    in    in-     i.UiiK. 
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"  ^Vak  ■  ui)  aiii]  Ii^♦t'n  to  nu-.  LiiV  lias  ])C(i\  to'i  fasj- 
fur  y>',\i.  U  !ias  hi  (  n  iiiadi  for  voii  ]tv  a.  [rood  tailor — 
likr  a  •-uif  of  clolhi  -.  And  you'll  iicmt  1t;'r  th;it  vuit, 
nor  <^'(  t  it  runi|,ii  il  (  \-(n.  Trn-.t  you  to  la  ,  p  it  spifl;  and 
span  and  foriiri ,  \'i mi  nvi-  (ricat  coiiirort s  t o  sour  mother 
liotli  .if  you      l)ut   you  lose  somcMiini,'."' 

"  \Vliat  di)  I  lose?"  ask(  d  '  il>.  tr\ii!L'  t'^  krcp  Ins 
irund  all  it  against  the  d«  af(  iun<,'  attack^  of  ■>h  ,  p  and 
sniokc 

"  \Vho  air  \(,u  'f  "  rclurufd  Hie  '>ick  niai,,  briskly. 

"  I  am   Hoi)  Stvlc." 

"Hoi.  Sayl,  .  ^■outl^  Hoi).  \V,  II.  1  hkr  you  -  hut 
you  have  [ila\id  Ui'  d(\il  wiili  \  our  six  million  dollar 
suit  of  clut  lies.  \'on  \vi  re  riLrlit .  H  was  madr  too  sniall 
lor  you.  I'd  liaxt'  'ippcd  it  m\--(lf  in  the  <arcumst  aiiccs. 
Hut  I  lu^t  me.  ril  hiiiiL'  ill'  old  man  around  to  your 
way  of  I'M, king  at  IliiiiLTs.  Don't  think  that  I  a.ni  a 
parly  of  this  tjamc  of  li\in<j  up  a  wilV  !'or  Vou  when 
vou'ri'  not  lookiii;:.  I  t'i\<  \iiii  my  wnrd  I'll  not  have 
.any  t  hill  ij  to  do  with  it.  I  am  not  looking  I'ifV  hig  money 
in  the  I'amily  not  for  .a  ci  nt  mon  than  I  can  make 
m\  s-  if  ;  and  I  tell  vmi.  Huh  is  Hot  the  kind  to  vtand  I'or 
t  hat  sort  oi'  thiiiLT.      \'ou  must  hi   hi ind  ana  mad  |o  think 

Noll    can    nut    -uiv  t  iiimr    liki     lint    o\-i  r   mi    him         Do    \()U 

im.igiih      you    can    frighlin     him    into    it     ?      I'rii/littu 
niithini,'  ! 

"Do  yoii  know  mi  ?  Are  \ou  ri  ally  siivinij  sonic- 
thing.  ,Tim.  or  are  you  jiist  talking  t  hroutfh  \"ur  hat  ? 

"  ^!y  hat.  \\  hi  r  "s  mv  hat  '.'  (oinme  m\  hat.  I 
niu-t  go  I.  ,1  ,ind  li'i'k  lo)  old  I'od.  lie  is  my  father. 
>i>u  know.      (Jimnie  a  drink,  Jessie." 

.V  I'll  it  h  o|  I,  Mil  Ml-  drilli  d  aeiii--  •  t  he  \\  ildi  rn<  ss  troiu 
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tlir  first  Tifirrnw  ^Ht  of  the  jjlas^-olefir  dawn  alonj;  the 
f.ist.  It  (Idodfd  softly  into  thr  slinek  ;wid  ])ut  Jitii 
Hcwurd  to  sl(([).  Mob  S;i\  h-  lillfd  his  hintrs  with  it  a 
dozen  tm.f^.  tluii  shd  to  tlie  Hour  itnd  sK  pt  like  ;i  loy. 

\\'licn  Boh  :i\voke  tlir  sun  wus  hi^lt  and  old  Jessie 
Sahatis  was  working  over  ih'>  rusty  stove.  IJoh  sat 
11(1  and  vawivd.  and  Ji'ssie  turned  and  look'-d  at  him 
with  luiijlit   eyes. 

"  I'oiind  "urn."  said  the  old  scju-iw.  •"  Found  'iini. 
(iniskap's-liaml.      \o\v  you   ^it    out." 

I'.iid  .'hevcd.  Ih'  j')ined  Tom  Sniek'U,  wlio  iiad 
hreakfa-t  readv  for  i\im  down  hv  th<'  ert-ek. 


(  IlAITKl?    X 


A  (;i)r»  >  (.irr 


Ti:s.SIK   SAI'-ATIS   H- 

<J     ii'MMi,  uii'i  i!  -■  siini  rn 


'!  \\i>'  1  ii;^'  111'  il;i'iiic  t '  1  \v<).  k  Iiy 
i})(  rn  ',  hi'.'iliiii,'  and  -uDt  Iiiii:_'  f|ii;i!it  i<>s 
l)c;f;ui  !"  make  I  'mni  -<l\  c^  (a  iilt  iit  in  Jim  I{' ward's  mn- 
ditiiiii  uifiiiii  twcUc  li'.iirs"  tiiiic.  Hul)  saw  with  r<-liff 
and  :iiiia/cnnnt  and  L'a\c  up  all  tlimitrli'  (if  rrtiirninjx  to 
till'  s.  ttlcnn  nts  fill'  a  doctor.  He  hnii'^'  alifuit  tin-  sha'"k 
and  watclicd  Ih*-  old  sipiaw  Ijicw  and  a])pl\'  ii'  r  niayical 
tiririk-  and  I-  it  ions. 

.Jessie  iiiade  'i^e  I't'eVii'V  part  of  the  plants  wluch  she 
had  hrouirhl  I'lMin  the  kitle  swamp,  ."^'le  hoih^l  the 
leaves  and  n>'ils  sei).iratelv  the  pulpy  jjreen  stems  witli 
the  1:  a\es  :v]'\  skiiiiuieii  Ix'tli  xc^s.^ls  t'oiistantly  as 
the\"  li"il.(l.  Till'  le:il'-lea  w.is  s(i,.n  ready,  and  without 
waiting'  l'"r  it  to  rMul  sjie  pouie  1  m  liitl.-  'A'  it  into  a 
mu<^,  d  I'lted  it  wit  J  Mile  (if  her  cumnioner  hrew^.  and 
admini-!'  re  1  lib'  d''>  •  to  her  pdieiil.  .She  repciiti-d  tho 
dose  in  1  wo  hi'ii  ,  I'he  (lefiei  ic  m  o!  roiit^  was  not  to 
Ik  r  likiiij  until  elo^e  npiii  sunset.  Tiieii  she  skimmed 
it  lor  the  iat  tune,  and  pomcd  it  iVoiii  tlie  stew-paii  into 
an  eaitheii  heati-jar  wi'ii  a  eoNcr.  .She  carried  tin-  jar 
(tut  to  the  spnipj  ani'Me,'  the  willows  and  cooled  it 
(juicki'.     i>\    '  uI'meiLiinj,'   it    to   tjie   iirun    m    the   icf-c.>id 
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\\;itti-.     She  hutiK'il  JiiuV  u-und  with  this  puiigciit  j'.iul 
ami"  !■  ii(iu(>r. 

Hoh  ;ui(i  T"iii  retired  tn  tlicii  tent  e.-uly.  juid  Hoi-  -lept 
he:i\  il\  untiliiearniichiijjlit  :  a  vliift  nt'aiit  railed  thcMiioke 
(if  the  Miiud;:e  away  iVoiii  t  lie  tent .  and  Huli  was  awakt  ned 
and  dri\in  into  the  (>|Hn  l.>  tin  (MiMihined  activities  of 
li!a''k-!lu  ■~.  inosipiittHs  and  l.ite-uni-n<'-see-uiiis.  Ik- 
went  to  the  sliaek  and  foiuul  Ji --i(  in  the  act  of  (hes^inj,' 
.Tini"s  wound  auaiii.  She  ijlaiiet  d  uj)  at  hi.>  entiaiiee 
l)ut  dill  not  pause  in  h<  i  w..ik.  -\Vl;en  ^lif  had  hatlied 
the  shoulder  thorotiuhly.  hack  and  i'ront.  ^he  stooped 
and  tiHik  two  li.iiL'.  waxen  hh-'ins  fr-.ni  a  nest  of  damp 
Ui<"-    1"  neatli    the    hunk. 

•  What   tnno  you  make  'urn  '.'  "  sh<    a^ked. 

l)..!)  looked  at  his  watch. 

•Thiee  minutis  past  twehe,"  he  said. 

She  placed  the  Ijlo-soins  on  the  wounds,  one  wjiero  th(^ 
hiili't  iiad  entered  the  shoulder  and  one  whiic  it  had 
ennii-  out,  and  i)ouiid  tjieni  in  place  with  a  han(hi;^'e 
sttcpi-  1  in  the  potent  li(pior. 

■  That   li\  ■|ni."  slic  said.       "  Draw   all  tlie  poison." 

■■  Is  it  ma^icj  or  medicine  '.'  '"  asked  Holt. 

••(io,,d  medicine,"  she  itj)lied.  '"  I'.est  m  liie  world. 
Diiu't  know  "um  where  you  eome  fiMm,  hi'y  '.' 

Ih-  assured  her  that  lie  had  ne\er  se.'U  nor  lieard  of 
such  medicine  where  he  came  from,  and  !)et:L'(-d  her  to 
tell  him  all  ahout  it.  She  lit  li<r  jupe.  scatid  lierM-lf  m 
tlieojK  II  d'.orwav  in  the  r(  <k  of  a  modi  rat(  smudge  ami 
told  what  siie  kiu-w  of  (iluskap's-hand.  1  his  is  tli<' 
siihstance   of  wliat    she   ti'ld  : 

(duskap,  the  uod  of  tJK'  Mahse(ts  m  the  ohh  n  days, 
spent  most  of  his  tune  uitii  lus  people  and  \  er>   hitie  ni 
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it  with  Ills  !)ii.t  lur  ^'otis.  Hr  loved  hutiuin  beings  more 
t!i;i!i  the  iiiiL^hty  I'ulk  of  his  nwii  kiiiti.  For  huiulreiis 
and  )iiui(li'e(i->  dT  vt  ;krs  he  h\e(l  with  his  j)i'i)])le  Miiuiner 
and  wiiittr.  hut  n,  so  luuny  different  Torius  and  shajns 
that  ihtv  did  not  oflen  reco;,'nize  Iiini  as  a  j,"'ih  He 
lo\ed  [>eaee  ;tiid  sueh  siiiijih'  t  hini,'s  as  t  hesin*  11  <  >reiiokin)ij- 
hres  and  thi-  I  ilhn</ oi"  stones  in  tlie  lodijis  of  liark  on 
winter  niifhts  :  l.ut  he  foui,dit  niaiiy  hattles  on  tin-  earth 
an<l  m  the  air.  I'or  h<  was  ever  the  champion  of  thi  weak 
aLjaiiist  tlie  shiiML'.  Somelimcs  he  look  upon  Inn. self 
the  foiiii  of  ;i  im;.dit)'  warrior  and  wi  iit  and  killed 
v\i\  nuiLricians  wlio  plotted  ajainst  his  j)eople.  In  tlio 
lirst  days  of  the  woihh  for  hundreds  of  years,  he  was  the 
^od  of  the  iitasK  and  liirds,  as  well  as  of  (he  humans 
throughout  all  this  country.  In  those  days  tlie  heasts 
wer(  many  t  inu-s  as  lari'c  as  t  iiey  are  now.  The)  did  not 
liiml  and  kill  one  aiioth'r,  for  (duskap  WA  all  niouths  of 
beasi  and  man  in  lho^e  ^food  days,  and  tliev  did  not 
fijjlit.  for  tha'  \\ic-kedness  was  not  horn  in  those  ^rood 
day-,  aud  they  did  not  h<,dit.  for  that  wicked;  -s  was  not 
horn  in  t  in  ir  lieart  s.  .\l't  ii-  eiiil  iiries.  evi!  folk -magicians 
and  little  U'xls  r.nd  the  like  whi^pired  to  some  of  tlie 
^^reat  beasts  that  they  were  nuudny  and  the  master'  of 
tlie  earth.  .\l  this  thought,  which  they  alhtwed  their 
nnnds  to  dwell  upon,  their  liearts  ijrcw  proud.  They  l"(  II 
upon  their  lesM-r  brethri n  and  hunted  the  sons  of  me/i 
into  narrow  ca\erns.  Then  (.luskap  came  lionii'  from 
an  (  xjx-iliti  -n  to  the  .-.outli  and  told  the  ;,'r(at  luasts  of 
the  irror  of  their  ways  ;  but  the  hearts  uf  thi-  beasts 
were  liiLjli  ami  haid,  and  their  br;Mns  wen-  (doiulcd,  for 
thev  had  tasted  blood  and  power.  So  the\'  hiUizhcd 
ut  the  wurils  of  Iduskan.  each  in  his  (.,wn  terrible  voice. 
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Tlu  rtupoii  \hv  Muster  (,mt\v  to  twic<-  the  iicight  of  a 
])iiu  lrt'<',  iiiid  a.s  wnlc  iii  th(  sliuiildcrs  as  a  lull,  aiul  thr 
I'rathi  Is  <>r  his  (Tts!  were  lik<  rid  inapKs,  and  his  eyes 
\vt  rr  like  lire  and  icr,  and  wilh  his  ri^fjit  h;ind  as  lJi^  as 
a  caiioc  dl'  t  lie  sra-voyaging  Micniaes  h''  sini'tr  ti.  j^M'cat 
beasts  on  ihf  n( ck  and  nose.  Thr  beasts  iVIl  a  Mielfinfj; 
in  t  h<  u'  bwnes  and  chili  in  their  Idood.  Tluii'  legs  I'aih-d 
them  and  jtnde  slid  out  of  their  hearts  They  dwindled, 
tottered,  shivered  and  shrank  ;nul  so  dinmiislitd  to  the 
statures  |)(^ssessed  by  their  kiinis  m  tins  da}'. 

Hill  id  It  <|s  i)f  years  jiassed.  and  ages  \s  (  nt  ovt  r  t  he  world 
like  the-  siiadows  of  I'louds,  and  the  jMiWt  r  ol'  <iluskaj)'.s 
1  lu  lilies  grew  with  till'  agi  ing  of  things,  for  v,  ickeihu  ss 
and  hair  wen  ever  on  the  merease.  The  Masti  r  wit  hlield 
his  angel-  and  seorn  from  nothing  that  was  e\il,  from 
nil  one  who  menaetd  the  happiness  ol  his  p((>j)|e.  He 
auix' ri  d  rnaiiv  mighty  ones  crafty  magieians  and 
llll^e^llJlulous  gods.  The  subtleties  of  ills  <  iicmies  theW 
sti'iiit;  and  tigiit  around  him.  and  at  last  he  saw  that  lie 
iiiusl  vDiiii  b(  o">  eft hr()^vn  and  his  power  suspt  nded  for  a 
thousand  Sears.  So  he  made  a  gift  of  liealmuf  tor  his 
penpie  whieli  winild  r.  iiiain  with  them  whih-  he  lay  asleep 
and  powerless  under  the  weight  of  the  black  mountain. 
\N  h<  n  his  hands  wen-  moist  with  sweat  he  took  lilaek 
loam  beiw(en  his  palms  and  idlled  it  ami  work(d  it 
until  a  part  oi'  ids  lii'e  passed  into  it.  and  this  in-  thrust 
into  the  sofi  earth  with  iiis  linger.  He  did  tins  in  six 
seori-  swampy  ])laees  :  arnl  cNerywInre.  on  tiie  n(  \t 
midniiflit.  a  jta'.e  green  jiiant  can;  '  np  an(i  unfojdid  its 
loni_f.  pale  lilooin.  .\nd  tins  is  (iluskap'sdiand,  th" 
irreati^i  nit  dicine  in  tlie  world.  Not  onlv  doi  s  it  cure 
the  ills  and  luirts  of  tlie  Ixdv,  imt  lovers  and  warriors 
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iiiul  liuiilris  will.  till. I  its  p.tic  llnucr  hv  ui<;lit  arc  .■trnicd 
aiz.uii^l  !iiis;i(lv.  uhuT  l.y  tin'  u<iitlc  iii.iyic  '<i'  tlir  ^\<  <  j.iu^' 

M.istd-. 

\\n\,      1,   ft      JllIlKs      HrW, ir<l      s|.(].illl,'      ;ill<l      «il<l      J-  s^i'' 
Mliuklll<,r    h,  r    ].li)r    :i!ul    sllll    111'  ■  li  i  ,l1  ill  U^    .'H    til-'    U..,„lll,-,S 

anil    iirialiiiss   df  (.lii-kap.      Il<     w.nt    l>a(k   t<>  Uir  ttut, 
rradjust' il  t!i<'  >iiiuil;:<    ..nd  Icll  :isl(  cp. 

.T;uiit-  1{<  wa-il'.s  cniKlitiwii  sli,iv...l  marked  iiiil)r<>V('- 
tiicnt  rr  \t  (la\.  and  1J<>''  and  Tmih  t'(  It  tVii-  [,,  !.  av.'  the 
VH'initx  <-r  ;lir  caliin  !<ir  hours  at  .'.  tinir.  IJ'.h  was 
))UZ/1(  d  at  not  sciini;'  or  lit  annj,'  an_\  t  liiii^'  of  John  df  la 
i;,\.;id  and  h.^  dauiilit'r  hut  he  <lid  not  (lu.stioil 
J.ssic  Sahalis.  li.  i^-iK-s'd  Up  tinlh  thai  they  wvrr 
hriakm^f    th.ir    joum.  y    in    N'tw     \'oik.      So    h.     \\(.nt 

tishinif. 

On  Ihf  niorninu  of  Ihi  thiid  day  after  tht-  lindin!,'  of  ihc 
hij,r  ni-duan.'  l»y  .1- -M' .  th-  si<'k  man  was  ahlc  to  sit  np 
111  his  Inmk  and  an;,'ii,.  nt  his  di.  t  <.f  li-i-h  leas  with 
malteil    m:ik   from    Hol/s   (IdMuatc   slorc   of  prosisions. 

He    was    I  inn    hnt    t I.    and    his    (  y.  s    wwr    cha.r.      His 

calm  <  \  t -  look,  .i  out  upon  a  calm  world  o\  >  r  a,  tan<,'lc  of 
wh'sk.  s.  Ih  drank  malhil  miik  :  and  with  the  nuif? 
still  cjiilchcd  111  his  1h,;,  iianil  lad.  maiidcil  pancadas  and 
trout  fried  uith  haa  on.  Jessi^•  promised  him  suup  in 
a  da\'  or  t  v  o. 


■■  Soil])  I 


am   inl 


.(f  s(»uit.'     he   r'  tovtt  d.      ■■  \Vh:it'^ 


all  this  siulf  l'\<-  liecn  swiilmj^r  (  \<  r  sine.  I  fjot  hen'  l<ut 
soiij)  ?  Do  \..ii  nil  an  luoth  ".'  somethim:  with  a  founda- 
tion to  it  With  na  at  in  it  V  Somellimj,'  of  that  kind 
wouldn't  \><  hud  to  tad^e.  Make  it  uo. ,d  and  thick. 
J.ssi.-.  wiili  lumps  (if  naat   in  it.  f-r  I  am  s;ek  ami  tired 

of     l)llufe.       Ihll     where     wdl     \  ou     e;t  t      til.      meat     Ul     tlU- 


MOONSHINE 


118 


pi.'icc.  at  thi->  time  di  year '.'  Hcttt-r  <firimifr  liac<»n.  Hoi), 
(in  \i';i  tliiiik  a  t'»',(l  (if  liaiMiii  ami  trout  ami  pam'akcs 
\\ oiilil  hint    iiic  '.' 

■■  \'i>.  1  <li',""  replied  IJiil).  •■  It  would  kill  you.  Hut 
e\eM  it'  1  tliouLrlit  it  wnuldiri  liUI't  voii  I  wouMn't  tell 
yi'U  ^o.  Jim.  I'm  I  am  i.ot  a  doi-tor  and  .Jt'ssio  i>.  She  is 
the  di'ctor  wild  has  saxcd  \our  lit'e,  old  s^m  -and  slie  is 
boNs  ill  tliis  camp,     ."^o  you  l)c-  j,'ood." 

"Hut  Tiu  hun;,My.  I  tell  yi>u  hun^'ry.  Fin  empty. 
M;.  tuuuny  h  )lle!->  for  soinetliiiiL,'  to  work  on.  AVliat's 
the  veiiM'  of  sa\  iHii  iiif  i'ldiii  death  Ity  I'ever  aud  a  liullct 
hole  and  then  star\  in;,'  me  to  death?  1  want  to  chew 
on  .-oiiieliun^  sDiiiethnii,'  I  <'iin  fi-el  uith  my  teeth. 
I'm  (U;i^\  sick  of  stuff  that  slips  down  my  throat  lik'; 
II'  it  !i;iiu'  at  all." 

■■')oirt  lie  ehildish.  Jim.  This  heroic  old  ^'irl  1ms 
p,  you  through,  or  almost   throuj^di,  a  \'cry  serious 

illii.  N.  at  yrcat  inconvenience  and  disconifort  to  hersell", 
a'ld  hert'  yo'i  are  yowling  and  wiiinint^  about  heinjj 
hungry,  as  if  noljody  t  Isc  in  the  world  had  ever  felt 
hunger.      I'ldl  y<t     ^ilf  loirether,  Jim.  or  I'll  shift  eaiiip." 

"■  .shil't  eaiu]*  I  \\"i  11.  wluU,  of  it  ?  Voii  didn't  come 
In  ri  to  loi»k  lor  uie  (^r  after  m<'—  didn't  know  1  was  here, 
>'iu  s;i:d.  I'd  like  to  know  wiuil  brought  you  to  this 
lor>aken  hole.  It"s  the  last  place  on  earth  I  ever  thou^dit 
to  see  you  in." 

I5i<b  siiiilid  and  came  to  a  sudden  decision.  He  had 
inteiiiled  to  ask  Heward  it'  h'-  knew  anything  of  the  two 
j)'-,iple  whi'in  h>-  leui  I'tiilowed  from  London;  and  now 
h'-  d> cided  that  h'-  wmild  not  so  nnu  h  as  mention  the 
nauii  s  of  these  ])t     j)le  !o  James   I{iwaril. 

1  am  heie,  anyway,  so  you  11  have  to  make  the  best 
H 
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(•r  iiic."  Ill-  siid.  '■  I  woiTt  L'o  avv;iy  h.-t'.  n-c  I  i\u\  r<  ady 
t').  VMii  .•:in  Int  Mil  tli;it  ;   iiiid  I  niii  ciiImcI)  at  \  -in  s.  rvicc 

111   til.-   mr;uit  line.        Wil  -M   .Ii  SMI-   ^U>s  yi.U   CiU   ;id(l    Uri^lit 

iiiid  kick  \n  y.'iir  rii't.  til.  11  Ml  u'.  t  ..III.  fhinu'  l"i"  1"«" 
to  put  111  tli<'  sM.ip  if  I  liH\-(  to  nr.jvk  IV.  iv  ;jiii  ><  liw  ill 
the  pr.iN  inci.'."" 

He  t  unii'.l  to  .1.  ssit;. 

■■  ll;ivi    vol!  .iiiN  t  limuf  to  shoot   witli  '.'  "  lie  ;isk' d. 

She  showed  hiiu    l*"d   K. ■wind's  ritl.-  aiid   N'h-I"-.  <hick- 

^'11  n. 

'I'',vo  (L'iys  hit.  T  H.it)  ufiit  up  strcMiii.  witli  hur.iu  and 
ten  cnoMdi  t'lir  a  (oupl.-  ot'  d:ly^.  liis  listiiiiLT  r'>d  ami 
|»od"s  iillc.  He  started  before  sutuise.  aloue.  |e;iVlIl}T 
Toll!  Suiek.il  liehiiid  to  hel])  th'  au(!<-iit  -.piaw  h.ok 
{it'tcT  the  ..un-alese.-nt  luillioiKiiK  .  It  \\ as  ]ii-,  inteuti.>n 
to  tiud  a;id  kdl  r»  d  meat  Lt  Jmii's  e..iisu!npt i..ii.  lie  <li<i 
li.it  Ukc  h's  uii-siou.  f'T  lie  luok.  d  upou  the  iM.akiiij,' 
of  .f.Hui.'  hi\Ns  as  a  iiio-t  iiusporl  .liiaiihke  pr. '(•.•'■. hnj,'. 
lie  kept  eh.se  ni-slioic  p.'huu  up  easy  wat.  r.  I'V  no. mi  lie 
caiia:   ti>    whiti-    wat.r   ami    was    forced  i"    make    a    lou.U 

TT  1  I  11  1_         l  I    \  .,...1       ..  »  )       ...        >'..,.      I 1       ..(■ 

tlu-  ])orta'.;<"-  H''  '■>>  "'i  'l''>'  '""'-s  ami  l.ioKed  out 
o\er  tlie  sunlit  stream  and  ih.oiuiht  of  t)ie  m.M.nshim- 
that  had  lu-oiiirht  him  s. .  f:ii-.  lie  u<.ml.i-cd  :l"  h  Jl.iwniL,' 
the  ui"oushiiie  lia.l  lii.iuudit  him  an\'  ueaier  t'.  the  moou. 
He  felt  sal  isli.'d  that  it  ha.l  m  sjupit.  e\.!i  if  it  had  n..t  in 
li, id\.  Hni  uh\  uorrv  '.'  I  le  kii.u  t  lia't  h- liist  .jlimps.' 
..f  her  woahl  not  ]ia\-i'  h.  eii  uraMtc^l  to  him  if  thi-  lal<-s 
ha.l  ii'it  mNii.ied  that  he  di-ui.l  timi  lier  s,.me  day  for 
(  vcr.  It  is  a  iiu  :  thiu^  to  kii'.w  an.!  I?ol>  knew.  Kveii 
reas.m  eanu'.l  stau.l  a'_'ain>l   knouli.lue. 

H..l(  lav  on  the  (h'v  ni.iss  .•■ml  stared  inr^'eim:  :cr..s>. 
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flic  trc  Mil  ;  :\ni\  ulnt  uilli  tin'  siin^luin-  in  liis  oycs  and 
111'-  tiin, Jiishiiic  ill  lii^  luMii  a'nl  lu-arl  Ik  cauu-  uiikiiuw- 
ill^iv  ti  llu;  \<V}ir  uf  slccj).  Hi,  (;!iili  siitlcii  <lrcj)  n 
till'  ciipixd  ptlnis  (il  liis  h;niil>.  IIi^  lids  ilrm  ipcd,  Iil'lcil 
with  a  -tmt.  Ilickcrfil  ;in(l  (hu.ipcd  .'ifani.  He  did  not. 
know  that  his  Hrhl  nf  \isi,in  li:  il  chaii'^Mvl.  had  lucri 
^hoiNiifil  I  1  the  ciirt.i.iii  ot'  111-  cIo^cmI  lid-,  for  hi:  ('on- 
tiiricd  to  s<.c  pict.irc^  tlial  \\^■v^■  niort-  vi\  id  and  a'ivc 
aii'l  iimI  tliaii  \]ir  uliitr  ami  hhick  \\,.tcr  Ijicakini;  uiuhr 
t  h-'  '.va^-li  of  \cl!n\v  s  :niiifhf .  lI'-  --aw  pict  un-s  ol'  Lon(h»n 
ajaiii4  tlu-  -crccn  <>['  hi-  closed  lyi-did^. 

SonirtliiiiLT  struck  auMin^t  his  1.  ft  N'u'  and  l)roiii,dit 
him  l>,ick  iVmiii  |,..ii(i')ii  in  ;i  i)r(.Mthk-^s.  Ihisiiinu  frui^nit-nt 
of  a  -ccoiuL  li''  t  iiriicd  o\rr  and  ^at  up  in  less  time  than 
Null  fan  sa\'  it.  and  sau  a  >mall  hit  (tl  ^nt-y  .tout'  on  tJic 
nri>>  li( ->idi-  hiiii.  He  hiok(.-d  swiftly  up  at  the  strep, 
l>ii-h\'  fiee  .  .i  the  hank  :il'ove  tiie  poi  t  i^e  and  saw  a  little 
spiirt  (■!  |iH  ,-(  rarlh  t  ill  t  nekliiit,'.  Asp'>t  on  the  -  i  face 
of  a  Hiieket  <4  youny  spruces  hecanie  stii!.  e\-en  as  lie 
stai'-d  at  it . 

p.,.;,  ,_t,.{  ).;  ].,;.  r...^.[  \.,  ithout  movinir  his  ijaze  from  tliij 
fr^nt  Mfthe  Inusliy  eu\'ert  al»o\e  him. 

■'Who  i,  there'.'"'  he  called.  ""  Wlio  is  up  there  in 
the  hashes  '.'  "' 

No  Mile  answered.  Xothini;  slincd.  The  liroken 
white  and  black  waters  uf  the  ra|Md,  and  two  black  and 
vi  Ijciu  but teillies  c.n  a  L'i'ey  rock,  seemed  to  be  the  only 
li\inu'  unni/s  in  that   snnslnny   woild. 

Ifit  i- a  :nan.  why  ihics  he  hide  ;  and  if  it  is  an  animal, 
wh.  '  kind  of  animal  cm  it  be.  wonden-d  Hob.  He 
became  suddenly  e,oiisir;o;is  of  th<'  daiintiiii;  loneliness  of 
flou.iing  sunhyiit  over  miles  aiul  iii)le>  of  vsild  wuixi  and 
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lull  Jiiiil  r-,'k\  wa-^lc  under  tlu'  ^li<cr  l)luc  lire  (.fancniiity 
skv.  Il(  |...|s  M).  tl,.-  -tnhr  tl.iit  hu'l  vtriul;  hi'^  leu  iiihi 
tliivu  it  with  \'<ivv  into  tin-  thicket  near  the  t..],  ,,!  the 
I  aiik.  l!  ^Hitk  m  th.-  denM  -r.  ^  ii  :is  in  deep  uati'i.  and 
M.-thinu  hapixned.  lie  iMund  a  larger  -tun.  and  Imrled 
it  at  the  ^aine  wi'le  taiu'et.  udh  ti.-'  -anie  .||sc,,net  il  mi,' 
lack   of    ii-snlt.      \'"    one      [.-ke.      N.^ihin^    -.lipp.  d    Inr- 

ll\(  l\  .    IT    l.rnk<-    \  b'lellt  iv.    IV'HM    <  ti\  (  r. 

•It  \'.a>  •onietliinj,'  l>i)ij:er  than  a  l"\.'"  ^aid  I'.^li. 
'•A  inar.  very  likely,  that  \va>  on  it-,  way  duwn  |..  Ii-li 
wlien  I  uol  '■  i.p  and  seared  d  . 

He  lii'd  in;'<!e  tlie  poit.-i^'e  m  two  tups,  eiiiix mu  the 
ciinuc  in  the  lii-t  iiid  liis  dunn.  i:e  in  the  s,,',.nd.  His 
possessions  1.  y  I  eside  him  m'W  ,n  the  iiari..w.  sl"pm),' 
terrace  1.e1\\e<li  t  la-  stivnni  ;md  t  h«  .u^).;.  d  upper  hank. 
Hi'.  I'lanktts  and  pr>.\ish.ns  and  inhlxr  ^n.und-shcct 
were  in  n  lie;.i)  witii  th--  nlle  :,nd  en.Ms(  d  li~liinj:-i<'d 
\y  lU'j  ,  eic  th.  n,.  He  hftc  d  tlie  cm.  (  l.>  tlic  middle 
1  ur  and  without  diMwlderm^'  it  earned  it  d-v.n  t.'  ih»- 
sniouth  w;.lcr  ulH.\e  the  Lrci^k  <.l  the  i.pul.  'i'iit  ic  lie 
<lcp.)sitr<l  t  i.n  a  strip  of  hv.l  shinyle.  He  turned  t..  ^'.) 
lack  for  the  (l\iiinaK'c.  '"•  k  'in-  sl<p  and  then  stood 
iuoti(«nlesv,  starinu. 

Ufsid.'  tlic  l.lankets  and  grnh  stood  an  old  man  h'ok- 
inu  down  at  him.  Tl>«  old  man  held  Hn-  nllc  li^litlv 
l.alanced  in  Ins  Iw.t  liauds.  Uv  wa^  a  nud<ile-si/c(l, 
,],.,,,,  (.|„.stf'fl.  slopni^i  slioulder'd.  1  aiidy  le-^ed  old 
i!  \is  \\»re  sinaU  and  unnaturally  Imeht  and 
his  lact'  \vtts  wild,  with  whiskers  of  a  m.iU.I  ^ny  tint. 
No  wonder  Hol>  stood  still  and  stared. 

^' Don't   ye  move  hand  or  I'ool .   ..r   Id   -lnu.t    a  iiolc 
tlironuli  vcr  eternal  gj/zard.     Mud  tin    strani;cr. 
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Till'  V'-icc  })r('k('  the  s]h-1!  "f  fist'tiii-lunciit   thnl    lull 

lirM      Hob      for     ft     ^^•^\'     ^CCnllds.        His      \'n:\'     tlusfii-  I    With 

iii'iiLriiii' !"!i.  hi^  iiiii-rlc^  rcl.'xcil  ;ii^l  he  drt'w  a  (!(i'|) 
liitMth.  Ilf  a'lv.iii''<-(l  ;i  pari-  mill  up  (-imr  tli.-  iillr. 
Ilr  Irill.'d. 

■'M'".;-    au'iii     lUMvr    aii'itli'r    iiwii  -  au.l    I    shoot  ! 
crif'l  t  !i'-  1  '!'l  111. III. 

••  \\]v>  th.-  .'.  vil  aiv  you  ?  ••  jiskr,!   !'.  >'m. 

""Never  ve  iinnij.  \''  know  who  1  he  tor  it  s  me 
ve'vf  conie  np  I'oi'.  \r  i^'A\vv  ti,i\fi  \>\  iii^lit  t-)  eofeh 
til".  yo'iM-.;  iVil.T.  Statid  str.iiirhl  that-  au'  I'll  wliistlc 
for  a  iVicii'l  to  coiiir  a  r  tii'  ><■  ui»  a!l  -ai'r  an"  haii  ly  I'ov 
takiti'  into  ca'ti;*.      l^it  if  ve  move  a.uin  >  <■  i''  'ha  I  iiu  at! 

ir    wipstlcd   [>iiTcinu''y  "11  liis  ii!i::c;>. 

■■  I  ilicliTt  coMu-  up  li'Tc  i'or  \o',i.'"  -ai.l  I'.oh.  '  I  fame 
ti)  kill  a  'If' r  lot-  a  ^nk  man  who  h;i^  to  rit  i.'l  iiniit  — 
so  it"  vou  ;iri'  a  u'.imi'  uanlfii  \  ou  kiio'\  it  iiow  ai;.!  can 
eolleet  tlie  tiiif  a^  su.iii  a^  I  •_'<■'  the  dn  r."" 

••  Ve're  a  lia'."  n-phel  ttie  other,  aii.l  Ahistle.l  a^'aii). 

Hoi)  jumped  and  fell  forwa'il  up  the  rocky  slope, 
heatiii.r  thf  cKplosioti  of  the  rille  l>y  a  fraetiou  of 
soooiil.  II  rain"  up  a:,'am  like  a  jaek-in-the-box 
within  a  vanl  of  the  old  man  and  fill  npoii  him  lik<'  an 
overi^rown  wild  eat.  Ilis  speeil  wa-^  bi'wildi-rin-,'.  The 
old  man  found  a  hand  of  iron  on  his  windpipe  and  anotlu  r 
on  thf  rille  before  hf  eouM  realise  what  ha  1  ]iaj»p<-ned. 
Wl\d  chance  ha  1  thf  old  bra^'u'Hrt  Mi  ti.  with  all  his 
trickery  and  hardihood  and    knowh- !  ;  oui.'h-anil- 

tuuible  ?  Not  a  ;,'host  of  a  chance.  .No  more  chance 
tiian  if  a  whole  battali<»n  of  the  Kssc\  l{e;,Mmetil  rilKs, 
bombs  and  Lewis-t:nns  was  after  him.  He  staut'creii 
like  one  cauj»jit  in  u  whirlwin  i      !lis  knees  l)uckle(l  and 
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(Idur,   !.i'  w.iit    with  tl;r  i(!-iil)l(    y>:iiii  "  man  dii  top  "f 

lli!!)         ,lll    t<\■^■V    !i,!M. 

Ainl   ili(  II   iii'    '    Ii!    ll<'  \Viis  ;mi.\v.  red   \>\    1  tO  ])i'nii(l<  r.\ 
]''Vi-  M:ili^'  <  t  on  I  li<-  !  .'I'-k  mI'  liis  .•uitaL.''  'iii'-t  "s  m  ck. 

Ill  tlnc"  iiiiiintcs  llicy  liuil  \'>"h  S;i\!<'  I-cuikI  li.'Uid 
aii.l  r<M.t.  His  m:.i1|)  iv.ul  i'arv  M'  d  a  little  in  -pi  t  .  1  'it 
Ii<  w  ;i>  frorisciou'^  aii'l  i;ii  uhiliK  (1.  In  a  \ii:c(  i.j  antul 
caln:  !:'•  ti.ld  liis  fap!"!'  \\liat  \\ou!'l  iiaiip'ii  tn  tin  in 
•-.i:.ir  hiv  if  1hr\  didii"'  iwilnirl  liiiii  iii.n.<ii;;i' <  !}  .  Tiny 
li>tfncti  aUciiti'  (  !\-  :  aiMl  (  vt-n  i^M  l*"il  IN  ^\:l|■ll  vs;;.-  iii.- 
pri'sscil.  As  for  X'kI  :a')ai!--.  ii'  t  r<nil!i«i  in  his 
inocrasiiis.  H'lt  iliey  d  •!(!»■(!  1"  tak'  <•!(  .nci  on  Ihc 
fiifun-  rati''  i-  1i:an  Ihf  p;Ts<  iit.  ii  r  ■■nu-c  I'r  acn>m- 
pany  thuu  'i':ictl\'  it"  tl,  >  Kntii.ui;>!  iiiiu  now.  dui  not 
satislV  tli(ni.  So  tiic>-  took  hini  \,\  th-  htt  1  and  head 
and  (•  irr'-d  hini  d-  wn  to  lijs  own  canor.  Not  1  t mliark.d 
V.  iih  liif.;.  and  V"<\  liron^ht  another  canuc  froii:  t  h( 
IiUsIk  .,  ,kMil  all  \M  nt  np  tiiaiu  at,'ain>t  llif  strong', 
smooth  wall!-. 


(HAI'TKH    XT 

A   i.r.TrKK  T')   Ai.it  r.  mw  aud 

W^'I'''-''  •'■^'""^  K.v.-;iril  h-iii-a  tli;ii  Hoi)  S;iylchH'ltr"nc 
W  iit)-.|  Kiiiii  in  M-arch  "['  i\  dri  r.  his  ti^^t  sensation 
u;isot',|,  1,^'iit  hilt  his  sfcoinl  N\;is  o;';uino>anc<-.  Thont'ht 
1.1  {\\  .ti  v<iiiv(i>  iiiii<i''  hi--  mouth  wiitrr  ii'ui  nil  the  pap- 
It  I  tissiif,  ol'  his  l)Oil\-  stir  with  rULrrinrss  htit  ]iis  riiiinl 
now  hii'l  a  H'l  (1  mid  u  ux-  tor  l{ol».  \\hi<'h  ihil  not  jail 
III  cxifiU'  uitii  tlic  holly's  ciM^inu  t'or  vr>\  tm-at. 

Iv, '  ,  sine-  (ihiskiip's-hiind  liad  yot  tii'-  Ixtti-r  ot'  t  he 
I't'Vcr  in  Ills  hiool  iiiul  thf  hi--  in  Ins  ;iiin,  hi  innni  had 
hren  dt-.ilinu'  with  the  inaMrr  of  Hoh's  dis:n)i(i  itiiiicf  ; 
and  hist  nii:ht.  \shilr  old  .»r-sic  sh  pt  on  tlp'  tlo(,r  hki-  a 
lir.'d  (\'"^.  hi'  had  written  a  letter  to  his  diintzliter.  Aliee. 
Me  had  put  this  lethi  in  an  inner  and  an  outer  fnvi.'lo|»e. 
and  had  ad«ln-s-ed  the  liist  to  Ahee  and  the  second  to 
the  olUee  in  Fulton  Str<et.  Now  he  xvanted  Hob  to 
tal"  '  tlie  letter  down  to  the  post  oiliee  iit  Piaster  l{o<'k. 
He  was  inipalK  nt   for  il   to  leacli  Ins  datiLditer\  hand. 

The  letter  wa>  Ihe  result  of  rnneh  clear.  <ieep  and 
kmdlv  thouifht.  He  now  felt  Imnself  to  he  tnor<-  tlian 
ever  IJoh's  friend  and  adnur«r  :  he  wanted  Hoh  to  h.ive 
every  cent  of  the  fftrtune  tliat  liad  onee  heen  int(  nded 
f(M-    h.m  ;     and    after   considering    the   ohvioiis    way    of 
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l"'iiiuiir_'  lliis  ;il)()nt  t'roni  (-xmiv  aiiyic.  ii'iM  w  Ih  an  njicn 
riiiiiil,  he  iioiu-^tl\-  l)(lic\C(i  t  hf  i.i)vi<  'iis  w  ;iy  \<i  \u  t  1m-  Ih'sI, 
\sav.  It  Was  what  HMh">  fatlHi'  had  Hit  ctidr!!  -'hut  t  h-" 
soniiir  Suylc  had  iiscd  lu-a\  y-haiidcii  and  h' >ii' -In  ndcd 
incthiid^. 

Ill-  did  not  int-nticn  I'ul*  Sii\  !'■  in  llic  Icttci'  T  r  he  km-w 
Ahi'c  ahh'pst  as  wril  a>  h<'  l"\'''i  hi  i'.  11'  tnld  hd' 
\\  hii(  li.-  w  ;is.  t  hat  lie  had  ^\'AU  nd  i  1 1,  a -^  and  an  acridtiil . 
fr<'iii  ImiIIi  (if  \\liic!i  li''  Was  M-c' '\  i-rini:  ln'illiant  ly.  and 
that  111-  w;iutrd  jirr  li;  join  jiini  in  tin;  wfi'd-.  He  lold 
Jin-  what  1m  hriiit,'  in  the  way  ot'  outfit,  ifw  to  prt  ^o 
I ''a  \vv  l\i  fk.  I  id  t  ( 1  cx])!  ct  a  man  and  canoe  to  na-i  t  licr 
th'ic  on  th  •  •  lofninur  ot'  thr  tciitli  da\  'V'  ni  thr  da'''  of 
the    letter.  Till-    ii:an     will     waii     nalil    \ou     arrive 

(-!•  aleltiT  I'onics  tVoni  yoii.  mi  hurry  alont'.  hut  don  t 
worrw"  he  wrote.  "l)oii"t  sa\-  a  \M'rd  aliout  wiio 
\(>M  an-  or  w]icr<-  vou  a'c  hoiind  t'or  to  the  jk-i  pie 
in  llir  X'illaL''-.  T<-ll  your  ni"!h<-|-  I  aiu  ha\'iii^  a 
iTood  tnm-." 

■■  Why  didiTt  h<-  tell  ni<-  hf  wa>  LToiie,'  -hoot  in;;  to-(iay," 
he  (■onij)lairnd  to  nld  .Tissic.  alter  he  had  1  ireakfasted  on 
malted  milk.  ""  Th's  hiter  is  important  -  and  one  day 
more  or  less  of  -taivation  doe-nl  niatlei"  to  u  starvint; 
man.  Wliv  the  de\il  ilidn'l  h<'  tro  afltr  (i«(  r  \\\n  days 
av;o '.'  Het  h'-  doe^M"!  -.ho..t  aM'.thiie.'  tit  \<<  i  al ,  any- 
way I 

"  Tom  takf  your  \>  I  tt  r.  maylu  .""  sut^irestid  the  squaw. 

.Tamr.  shoutfd  thiouijh  the  open  door  for  Toni 
Sieckiii.  wli"  eame  into  ^ijiht  from  the  diieetion  ol'tlie 
Iciil  with  a  shec  of  hutteisd  toa^t  in  one  iiand.  At  a 
(lau'cer  tzlanee  from  .Ir-ir  \\r  eoiieeali'ti  tlii-  toast  lu  hind 
lio  1  a-'k. 
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••  \Vli;it    li.'ivr  y.,u   li:i'l   \nr  hrciikfu^'     T  .111  ?  ■"   :i-k<Ml 
Mr.   W    u.i    1. 

A    iritl-   of  !);i'MMK    sir.   i\n  \   a    Kttic   ir<-ut    or    I  wo." 
siiid  Tom. 

••  Oil.  :i  little  Iroul  o;-  'wo  I      Ami     oMir  hutti M'l'il  to:i-t, 

wli.'il   '.'  '■ 

•  \        .,r.    :i   slice   of  toa>t.     Tli'    liitt'T    in"!    very 

^' i-"  , 

■■  .1.  -sie,  u  iiv  Hie  <U-\-i!  I'U'i  i    I  linve  .•  shee  ,>\  \>nA  ;iiui 

hutter'.'  I  .lon't  can-  il't'i'-  li.iit.-!'  isn't  umo.I.  Vom  ure 
(Irivitm  tlii^  ■t'':nu-  lmh!  t  ..  h  ir  1  ;i'el  \':i.\  oM  irirl. 
I'ii  I't  vo;i  see  tliu'  I  hmi  urll  11  u\ .  aibl  lli;.l  nM  i  nerd 
now  is  rood?  Wliiit  alio  it  imm-  i.tti.  tio^ii  ?  Toiii.  do 
you  think  t!i;i'  ii  tnoi-..|  of  nal  i'....d  wo.ild  <io  iiie  iuiy 
lini-T'i  !io\v  Y  lloii,-  tly.  'i'oMi  '  1  .'.d;  yon  ;is  ;i  s..i.lier." 
A'ls'.vrrinv'  'i^  -^  s,,ldiir.  sir.  all  I  e;iM  ;i\-  i>  tli;i'  I'm 
not  tl^  ^l.^.  .J'  --1''  is  ill  e  iiiiiiiiiud  oi'  t'i:s  hii-[);t;il.  sir, 
:\n<\  se.  Ills  lo  kn  i\v  it.  \V,i>  th.it  all  >•>  i  w.iiil.d  <>i  \iv\ 
M-.  R    v.ird  •.'  " 

■  N  ..  that  i-n't  wha'  I  wa'it.l  mI'  yx  i  at  all.  Ke.p 
tliat  darii'd  toa>t  out  oi  .i.'iil  I  I  iiave  an  nup  irtant 
!.-tter  here  wliieh  \  w.iiit  milled  :tt  l*la-.ter  IJoek  us  soon 
as  pos>il)le  — to-d.ay.  il  it  cm  l)e  done.  IT  I  hu  I  known 
that  tlu- Captain  uvant  to  -,'o  up-slream  this  morniny 
!  wo  lid  hav«'  aske<l  hmi  to  put  off  that  trip  t'  >r  a  eonple 
'i!"  dav>  aid  ta\i-  tie  letter  insttwl.  \ 's.  it  i>  as 
i:nportant  as  all  that.     What  do  you  suijgcst  '!" 

\     'heCipfain  is  a'va.-.   I  am  at  yt^ur  ser\  ,e.  ,  sir. 
1         ,.     take  the  IcUlt.      It  woaf  ^r,,  ,jiiite  a^  last  as  if 

(aptaia    ha<t    it — hut    the    water  is    {jo.xl    ail    1  he 

wav    down.      I'll   lure  s.une.iiie  lit  the    villa.:'"    '>'    li'lp 

1.  the  III  tilth  of   this    stre.am    on   \\v  r't'irn 
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iniini.\,  an  I  r,.,;a  th-rr  I'll  bo  al)if    t,)  t';\v  thr  mnof 

Mp."    ^ 

^  iiij  .-■re  :ii  hric!..  Tdin  I  '"  cxrhiiiiiril   I  in-  iiiillii  >ii;urc. 

^  "11    (li'-(.\c    ;ill    tile    l)uttiii-il    tii;i>l     in     ilic    v\orl(l, 

;'!i(I   iii.j.l    Ml'  til. ■  liific  li-(Piit.        Mav   \(>i   111  \(r   frJ   tli.> 

])urii,'s  (V    liiiiii,"-!'  1 1;-   has'c  .J(-sif  Sil'iiiis   lnv  \iiiir  iiiirsf 

ilUil  iliicti.r.        Heir  l>  t!|f  Ictt'-r       .'illtl  j;<Tc-  i^  soiin'  llli>!lcV 

yi'.i  iiijiv  innl.  Ki'tp  ii-ifiiinj.',  lilt  (i/'i't  vtr.-iin  \ciiir 
.•ii!M.  If  VMii  ^1  (  ;i,'iy  l'(cM.-;ik  at  Piairi-  i{..ck.  !)iiy 
atli'uik  .1' it  a'l'l  f'-t.^h  it  alwii'^.  Aii'l  .!>  ;i"i  -a\-  a  \\"r<l 
ak'Til  me  to  til'-  I'd'ivN  ill  tlif  \!lla:.'«',  wlial''  .r  viii  dn. 
If  '!ii-  po^i  :ii:i-tcr  a-k^  ymi  a:i>'  (j'lc^t  ;i  ,iis  aii'-'At-r  liiin 
w  ill;  'ti  iifi's  jiImiuI  li,  i\\  _\  (.11  uiiii  llii'  (  apta:!\  woii  I  lie  war." 
S'l  'r.iiii  Snii'kcn  sf.iwcil  tlir  iiujuirlaiit  Irtti-r  .way 
ill  lii^  lirca-t  ainl  ^ct  ■.!:!  I'. m'  the  pi-.t  mIIkm  .  w  itli  f;....!  iu\>[ 
(•iLraic!  to  ;.n(i  tc.  cnnML^k  in  tin-  i-;uim(  t"  kist  liiin  tlici'"' 
ami  ka-'k.  I  Ic  p  i.liili-i|  \ci->  stiillw  l>i;l  ii^t  \:v\\v  \\<r  n 
\v '>"'li  11  a'.-nic'i  pi'i  i'lii'iii'T.  Hy  krcpin'i  in  the  cliaiin' I. 
where  the  i'Ui-;'eiit   ran    -tia'.'jlit   arhi  stiMJi;,.  lie  i-.a!ia<je<l 

tn    klliM'k    Kill     ;i    p  u'e    «,!'    e|(]se    lipun     I'k'.W    niilcS    III)    linlir. 

Toiii  had  ne\i  r  i-eall\  Irariictl  t"  paikUe  a  eau'e.  i  \,  n  as 
a  t  \'.(i-haiiil<  1  iiiaii.  !»iil  he  was  irni  ol'  Ijinst  iVllwws  uhi) 
kn'(V\  en(iiii,'Ii  ah'iiit  e\er\  '  liiiii,'  t<>  he  akli-  (.,  make  a 
i"a  i-l\  siieei  ssfiil  shut  at  an\  thill',',  lie  Ind  kariiid  to 
•  h'  ^11  many  tiiinijs  in  tlie  war  as  well  as  t!ii  \-  possibly 
coiikl  be  done  nndei-  flu  eirciinistariei  s  am!  \\lth  t  he 
nri'i  r,.d^  at  hand,  that  Ii^w  he  kiaw  !m'\\  i..  paddle  ;i 
can."'  With  '  .'le  n  al  arm  ;iiid  oia  that  was  aitdieial  ii'iiu 
the  elliow  to  th,-  ',iirf  Imijefd  ip^.  And  \  et  he  iiad  iii  \er 
hvvn  called  ii]i"n  to  peilorm  in  i  ciii'm  in  l"ranee  or 
I'laiideis  fhoii._'h  t  h.  re  hid  iVe(|ia  nt  l\  In  in  wrtip 
t-ndUL'ii  m  his  tniuh,  hea\.  ii  know.  !      I  think  la    wiiiihl 
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n(V(  r  have  di-tin^niislifd  liiinsilf  as  a  canoi-inan  m  his 
i.!<i  t\v.i-li.!iid<  <1  <llly^  :  l)iit  as  a,  ..lu-Iiaiidct!  pi  ifcriiuT 
hi'  \v;i>  tii-st-ratf.  Ih-  was  a.  in.ist<r  of  luakrshift .  Tic 
t<M,k  i]v  l"u-  i^iip  'Ml  ih--  paddle,  just  al.nvt'  \]v  sh'-uldcr 
oi  thr  Mad.  V.  ith  his  luHid  Ml"  jl.sh  .ind  hv.  hdiir  ;  and 
hv  iiiauaiird  t  li<  iippi  i-  ijnp  ^•^iWi  ih*  ciiMik  nl  his  .  Ihow 
;nid  !i;v  (  h.  .^  >n  ][<■  ])iii<l  liiiiisrir  al.ni,'  and  stmul 
u:th  skill. 

Ur  l.tiidrd  above  llie  viHiii:'  ■  l"liiiid  a  -^vni  ii  "f  Irishes, 
larly  in  tli--  afiertnH.ti.  Tiiere  lie  sh<'«.k  tlie  wrinkles 
carefiilb.'  "lit  '■!'  Iiis  ti-ous'i-s,  fasft  ned  h:s  soft  ('•iilar 
and  1i<d  a  i.da^!nu  I'eu'inu  nt  al  tie.  doniied  his  eo;d  and 
hi  a  ei^'arette  in  ;i  Iw^.  sk\-  l>lue  tuhe.  Then  he  '<t 
(.lit  for  the  r.'st  (Miiee.  He  \'<>\)ud  Dan  Wii:den"s  store 
;ind   pi's<,,l   .laniis    lo  ward's   litter. 

Dun  laitiped  Mr.  .Nniek<  n  in  ;•.  s,  eond.  you  m.-ty  be  sure, 
and  liaiiiil  o\  <  r  the  countef  to  liini  with  an  iiiLuatiat  ing 
smile. 

'•  I'll  hev  t!ie  oullit  all  r.  ady  for  \  on  folks  l.\  tlint- 
thnt\.""  he  Slid.  ••  Thert  ainf  aiiotii.r  si ,  ,]•(  k<  t  pi  r 
ill  t.\'!i  ei.uld  h'V  d"ne  it.  tlion<:h  I  -^  <  z  d  who 
-  'i'iii!iln"l .'" 

•  What  outlit  ?  '"  Jisked  T<un.  holding  his  rcniarkablr 
ci^'.an  tte  tiilje  in  his  gloved  hand  and  tittmg  a  I'n  -li  Miioke 
i  do  it  with  tlu'  other. 

.\in't  you  one  i'\'  the  pa  ty  i  hat  conn-  i:i  fr'un  Noo 
\'ork  hist  niglit  '.'  "  ad<ed  W  h  d.  n.  •  yen,- tin  e|,,\ed  land 
curiiiush. 

"  Not    lU.  ." 

■•  Von  ain't  1  1  reek^m  "  you  wa .,  I'^r  suri  .  Somcthin' 
tlu*  iniittcr  with  vor  hand.  Mii-t<  r  : 


Ve-,       It 


!s  hur.    (1, 


I'Jt 


moon'siiixf: 


'■  niiri'.l  ''.  Voii  (1.1,  "i  -;iy  I  How  (I've  liuun  hmiid, 
iiiivjcr  ■.'  "■ 

III  I-'I;mi.1its.     Tiiis  (iiir  i^  ^lioj)-T)ia'l<'.      !)<>  \-nii  kii'^w 
of  H   iii;i!i    f   c'ui    iiii'''   to   jK.dilr   111,    np   ri\(  r  ulioiif    ten 

niiirs   ■.■'        I      WHllt      to     :,'(•!      a\V,iy     liy     livr     o"rlnck.        H<"II 

hav  !o  walk  Iimimc      (.-r    if,  \v(mI|i  a  t(ii  dolkir  lull  to 
liiin."" 

■■  S-irc  I  kno\\-  a  iiia'i.  T<n  inil''  up  ri\'<  r.  von  sav  ? 
Tlia'  would  'akc  \-om  pr-'ty  iiiirli  tin-  inonth  of  l-"i^li,r 
(  rirk.  D'ye  happ  M  !o  In-  ^om"  np  tiic  n'ck-  i/\-  am- 
nia'iiur  ol'  cli.k!!  •(■  ? 

I   \\:iiit    io  i^ro  oti  ii,i-!   till-  <-i-c<k.  ,f  yoi!  don't   niinti. 

o'd  tkillL:.       Wr  iiad  ImI  tci-  (Mil  if    r.Mirt.  rll  liiilcs  -  aiid  siv 

a  doliai-  lor  i  adi  niilc.     !Io\v  is  tha'  ".'     Xainc  \-()ur  luaii, 

(JMIck.    for    I    lia\i'   '-oiiir   slioppiii^r  «,,  dii."" 

I''oillt«-c|i     iiidrs  ?       'riici-.\    sdiili-    '_'ood     pooh     th-  rc- 

aI)onts.      Did  voii  coiiii'  down  stream  lo-da\'  '.'     And  liow 
loiii,'  d'ye  cariatr  to  siop  on  tji'-  ii\rr  '.' 

Von  arc  ad^iiii,'  for  >o:n'!  hiii':  — i>'it  I  am  iiurcifid. 
;is  [  am  si  roni:.  and  -o  won't  say  it.  I  Wouldn't  dis'url) 
the  d'K'k-wrrd  on  y  IT  pond  I'or  th<-  chaiiiir  ot  a  tivr- 
poiind  not.-  ai'icr  l);iyin>r  up  yoiir  stock.  If  voii  talked 
l)citcr  EuLjkdi  I'd  th  ik  von  wcrc  a  •  j)\ .  I  wa^i  two 
\y.\\r^  of  llo'ir.  ten  tin-,  of  con  lc'i>M.d  nulk.  ten  ponnds 
of  lia'^on  a  pick  of  i)riin('s.  a  man  wlio  can  paddle 
a    ciiuof    for  a   tift,/cii-r|.>l!;if   jo!)   ail    any   otliei-    Utile 


tliiiiL,'  >"'i    (Mil    th  nk  of  lieforc    live 


I  P  Cl'  H 


k.     Ai 


e      Voil 


iIoniLT     biisines'-.     oh    Ai'cli.hald.     or     pin-t     I     hie     inc 

(.'1  sew  ill' IT   ?  *' 

"  Siiro  I'm  doin'  h-isincss."  return-  d  Whaleii.  wJi  .  was 
puzzled  l>nt  no!  displeased,  for  Tom  Snieken's  nianncr 
was    as    lihiMi!    a-    jii,    -Pill,         ■    '!'!»..    ii.;.  >    <■••.••.     •.-.  ■.-.-.^     :. 
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ri«.'lit  lure  snim  \\  Ik  r<--.  I'll  i^ivc  him  i\  IioIKt.  IIi'V 
tliin-  M;;I  :      Mid  l)a\is.  T  uaiuli.!-  !  " 

A  i  '!  u'  ti;:  IK  aii|)ra!i.i  iii  an  ipni  (i<M,r  at  tlu  l^ack 
el'  ti,c  -'(>ri  iunl  ajtjiri  ailn  il  al  a  i^ait  littwitn  a  sloucli 
aiul  a  -IiKflli'. 

■■  Mai.  \cu  lie  ii.  ](■  ;i(  t.  II  ic  li\c.  ^Iiarj).  to  carry  this 

t.'rllt"'-   J.'il,li   (I'lUIl    til   his   c.UH  >  .""   s;i!(l    Wlialtii.         ■"  Thl'U 

\"\\    fj,i'Uvv    n:ii    h!iii    loiiiti)!,    ii'.il)     n|»    n\<r   and    lioof 

\(1-     \^  ;i\-     h'^lli'.        Till  II     s     nciul     IlH'lliy     ill     it,     Mai—  SI) 

(i'lii't    I'mult   it." 

■'(iii(-s  ril  ;\ail  liuht  li<i<-  til!  I'M  t(i  live,"  ^ik](\  tlu; 
U>llg  youiii:  n.an.  ci  ii,])*'  iiii;  hiii.-cii  i>\\  a  --ackdl  Inaii^. 
"  TI:r  ri>l!  ami  hitm"  a',  iln  -iaiii.  !.tn,iiic  luivc  a  pluji; 
(if  chrwiir.  will  y<-.  .Mi^'cr  Whalm  '! 

Wlialt  n  ])asM(l  out  the  ti'hatc-o  and  Ma!  bit  off  a  cormr 
(if  it. 

■  What  di.  y.iu  call  liini  Mai  for  ?  "  a^kt  d  Snirkcn.  ryc- 
iiiLT  the  Idiii.'  lad  curitni- ly.  What  mmI  of  a  name  is 
that  '.'     An\thiii!j;  t(i  dd  \\  [\]i  nial-di    iiici' V 

"It's  lii>  iiuiiif.  tliat's  \sliv."  said  tin-  stuir-kt  cjxT, 
■■.^ii'.rt  fill  the  naiiic  In-  was  i'!iiist(ii<d  li\  .  winch  was 
^hlla(•lll.  .Small  maii  in  a  can; c.  is  this  Imk  Mai.  h'F 
all  he  lo(.k>>  kiuiicr  ian<_fy  and  jcinty.  lie  dunt  hcldtif; 
to  these  parts  exactly,  hut  he"s  ^hapin"  to  make  u  good 
citiziu.     Sliiw-  hut  si;i,  ,  that's  Mai." 

■■  I'm   tciddlinLT."   '-aid   Tom   staitinj:  for   the  door. 

Ih  ii-aehi  d  til'  d  I  •('!•.  \>  li  (h  st  (i"d  cpi  ii.  sunuitancously 
with  a  p'lsoii  ii'.m  iiutsidi-;  and  as  that  peisi.ii  was  u 
wi^man.  Tuin  s,d<  - -t  i  ppi  il  witli  ala<'rit\.  Tluii.  as  siie 
tjlanet  il  at  lijrn.  lie  n  eneni/.i d  h(  r.  lli  t'-'ihlied  at  lii.s 
hat.  tilt  n  t  ried  !  d  hick  as  if  lie  had  Ik ci!  sniiply  st  lai^htcn- 

llur    1  t^    1,11     1  .  i  >,    I,,    Mil  SI"'    1  !   11 '.1  l(  Ir   .  I     lillii     W  ■  t  1  1    ILIUIl./ll    lllul 
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(ii(|iiiimL;  (yi->.   ;i  fl'-'l  iiii,'  --mil.'  aiul  ;i  i^'mst   nf  a  Ixiw, 
as    .slit-    {ms'.cd    i|ii!i.      ,Si,r    \\;i-    f'l.ili  .u  rd    rl'iMiy    hy    tin' 

(Tfllf  Ii  MKlll    ii    lllr     \]\\','-    Icit    liut.    .Uhl    liV   .■.    st  llfdiiv  -iiUllt, 

iiiiiic    liijkii   iiiiil'l!i'-;i;i(   1   |)ii-.i>ii   III   :.'iiy  ll;iiiin  !  trousers 
JiM'l  ;i  .\'i!l''ilk  j;ick((,  \\,'|.)iii  Tiiiii  liHil  111  «  •  i   ^' cti  bffori'. 

'I'''lll     Wrllf     I  illt  ~.i(i'-. 

It's  her,"  ll<'  sjiid.       "'  'I'lic   (uiit.iili  \\;i-,   ritflif.       (JihkI 

stiiff  work :  ■■ 

He  w;ilk'(l  ;iw.iy  ;i  clo/.i  !i  ,);ir"cs.  tmiwd  ;iud  \s;ilki'l 
\)i»vk  JiLZiiMi.  If  \v;is  four  o'clock  Ini!  '(;i-1imi'  v.;;.  I'or- 
^■'itcM.  1I(  I'l  -ciitcrcil  I  111-  -^loic  wi' h  t  lie  ;;;r  o|' (i:i(  who 
li.ld  t'or<,rutt  CM  soiiict  iiiML'  HMd  round  Wliutcii  A>\])  in 
hi--  liiic^t  line  of  l;dk  \.itli  !iic  ^iii  iind  h-T  compuriions, 
;i:i  1  Mai  l);i\is  do/iii.,r  ,,11  tiic  s;ii-k  of  Iw  juis.  Th.'  ^lorc- 
kt  c|).  r  ^l;lll(■cd  hi  -   \\;i\  . 

"Add  icii  -ten  !ii;ijif,'«jffrs--to  l!i;it  Old'  r  oi'  iiiinc, 
pkasr."  he  saiil. 

*■  Sure.""  rctiiiiud.  \\"ii;d.  !i.  "■'I'm  uli.d  \'.a--  it  \-ou 
s;iid  :  •■ 

|*o(  -  of  s!  ,-;i\v!)cn  \    );i;u,""  ^;iid  Toiii. 

\\]i;i'cii  II  iildcil  ;iiid  \v:,,t.  oil  :i  |);u!  which  lie  held  in 
f»nc  fa'  )i;ilni.  'I'hc  sluut  iii;i!i.  \vho  hiid  |,'l;inecd  \i]>  for  ;; 
liioinc'it.  e  'ill  ,11'ud  to  -ay  tliiiii:-..  Jiiid  Wliahn  wcii!  oil 
talkiiiLT  ami  writing.  .John  dc  la  K'W;u(l  >lood  li^teniufj. 
TIic  L;ii't  turned  one  of  her  -,liouldci'-  to  the  '_qoup  ami 
sliul  ;i  eorucr-cyed  'ilanec  at  Tom.  li  hit.  Tom  felt 
it  I  houyli  lic  did  not  sec  it . 

Tom  stood  i^a/.iuii'  into  a  ■-h"N\  ca-i  at  do/.-n^  oi  1  ,iit  tons 
oi' ail  sorts  and  --i/.es  siun  on  to  liluc  cards,  iu-,  tca-timo 
iitt.  A\  for^roit-  1.  •"  U.  ir  sht  is."  he  rclji  etcd  :  ■■  and 
iio\\  w  ha'  llic  dc\il  \'.ili  111'  I  aptain  do  nc\t  .' "'  Tliis 
thiUj^  lut)k.ei.l  si'iious   to   hiiu,    !'oi-   he    knew   t  he  t'a!>t;diK 
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Hi'  wiiiiil.irrii  wli  1  the  Iti'j  r.-Mow  was  witli  tli<-  round, 
siiii-t;i;iMi '1  r.u'c  jiMil  till  ■_[,]].  r;vl  look  of  autlii  Mii  v,  will- 
jMiwcr  uiul  i>;i'l\-  iii'iDcy.  II  •  cuuiitcd  u  iiard  i>l  littlo 
^'.■^l!^  r  hut  toil  ■>  ;i.'i:l  iiiiiil'-  twi  mI  \-!'oiir  nj"  t  lu  rii  ;  ;iiul  tli'-ii 
In-  iillowfd  luMi>i  It'  a  \>\-\r{'  sidi-Lrlancc.  He  stuii(<l 
sli^ditly,  iiir  sin-  ua>  wiiliin  a  yard  ni  Imii.  In  r  cNi-s  uu 
111'-  al)sorliiin^  show-i-asi". 

DoiTf  |.»ik  startli-d,  [dea-c.""  she  said.  ""  liut  speak 
t  1  ;iii'.  !iki-  a  <,'"  'd-iia!  Mird  ^haiij,'-  r.  and  '•■11  me  mhiu-- 
thiiu:  ait'iiit  fhf  kind  nl'  IH-^  t'l  use  mh  th'-^,-  risers."" 

Ti'in  Siick.-ii  liliiiki-d  his  cyr^  <jui<'ki\',  piuclwd  hiiiiscif 
and  t'ouml  !  lial  li''  did  ..t  si,  ,  p  and  di-am.  II'-  Id't-d 
Ils  hat  di'ihtly. 

■•  Fi  iiinj,'.""  hi-  ^aid.  "  (>  i  taiiily.  Tlif><-  riv'-r^  arc 
!'ill  oi'  lidiin','  ■>,  lish.  1  nR-an.  Speckled  beantics,  us 
t  h--  if'iidi  d)..Mks  ^iiy." 

She  looked  ai  liiiii  ;jravly  and  kindly,  and  he  lookc-d 
back  as  lon;j  a>  he  d,a;-id  and  then  returned  his  ga/.e 
to  the  li;;tt.,:iv. 

^  ••''  .i\  inilli  !s  an,-  riu'ht  on  tlit-M-  watt-rs."  she  said 
I"  ■  ''l''!!'  Viiic.  •■  [  t!iM!i^Jit  sM.""  In  a  loui  r  \oice  she 
coMtiinnd.  ••>![■.  Mai'l.  an  has  hi>  ey.-  mi  ne-.  He  is 
iiuldly  i:it<-!-(  -till  ill  what  !  am  sayiiiij.  \''>'.i  arc  a  friend 
ol  t'a!>!ain   iv.b.ii    ^a\  Ic.  ar.-n't   v>>\\  '!  " 

■  "^      ■    d:^.     and  his  servant.      \\v  were  togetlur  in 
Fiaii^i-.'" 

<  Ml.  hi.-  soUlier-servant.  I  kii<w  v<,m  were  a  su'.dirr  - 
bs-  \  >nr  eyes  as  rnneh  a^  by  yuir  hand.  I  kinw  it  tlint 
day  you  apconipaiiied  mi\-  l"ath<  r  an.]  nie  out  to  Karbs 
(cirt.  .\ma  say  .soniethiii'i  altont  !i-,hir.;T  aond  and 
loud  and  th>-M  t<-ll  me  wli.  re  voiir  t'riend  is  Captain 
Savl.  ."" 
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"  Tlic  lilt  Ic  \yn\\\  arc  !  rt  tcr  i-al  hil'  t  liaiM  he  hi.j  r,i|,  ,\«. -,, 
Fill-  dill '^  I  htil  nui  aJi'Hit  CI  M  lit  to  a  hicakfast  ;i!<  (lie  Iks  t. 
'I'll' y  arc  my  |'a\-.)ii;  i,(  -.  Ifc  ,s  up  l^'is],,-!-  (  icck  and  iii 
^•>i>,\  licalth."" 

\\  li\   1 1  111  yi  111  coinc  til  l-"isli<  1-  (  icck  '!  '" 

lie   cailcl   at    ymir   liiiiisc  ami   xmi  xmtc  a'A  iiw      Ifc 

luiiclicd     with    youi-     t'illlicr.     ai'il    (Apcctcil     tn     l.c     itiMtid 

arniiiid  ;ii:a:ii.  Hut  In-  v.a-irt.  Wlicii  lie  caJIcil  aLfaili 
> ""  ^\'i'<'  hII  l'i'Ik-  \Mtli.iiit  lc;i.\iiii;  ;ui\  a<lili<--^-  uitli 
tlic  s<T\iiiits.  Ill-  was  (li.wii  \i!\-  liiw  until  lie 
I'ciiicinl/crcil  sniiicl  liMi.j  till'  iilil  \-Miu'  father  lia  !  ^aid 
Jihiiut  iuiikiiiL;  II])  sdiiHldidy  at  a  pia'c  called  l-"ishcr 
^  '■'■'■I';,      in     th.s     CKimli'y.       Sn     \\  c     cauic     li\'         ,v    (if 

New     \(i|k.  litre      ('(iliu-s       the      l)ii_r     ci,\-c.         \(S.     siiIJic 

"I  lli'iii  nm  In  Ihiec  )MiiiniU,  I  cj^c  \,,ii  mx-  wcrd. 
'Flic  '~il\cr  dnctnr  is  a  lirst -i-ati-  lly  I'-.r  tlic  liit( 
fliap-."" 

Mr.  Ian  Mad.eaii.  the  mii^hty  liiinlcr,  st,,,,,!  hc-:dc 
t  hcin. 

r.'ic  L'<-ntlciiian  rccniiiiiieiiils  iniljcrs  and  the  siKcp 
diiftnr  i'ni  these  waters,  and  sa\s  Ituic  :'.!•■  i>!'ii*''  of 
lish    cxcryu  lieic."'     said    June. 

Tlie  iiii;  chhTly  man  and  tin-  small  ymiiiLr  .nan  Ixiwcd 
111  caeli  •  'I  her. 

••  Ilaxc  ymi  hslicd  a  stream  called  l-"isher  ficck  ?  " 
ad^ed  .Ma'I.can. 

■■  ^  es.  and  have  t'nnnd  it  ^cnd.  and  liu  lai  Ihcr  np  you 
^o  tlic  more  I! u melons.  h\i-ly  and  wciLrhtN  aic  the  trout." 
replied  'I'om. 

'■  Ale  you  al-iic  ",'      Ai.Hie  mi  the  ri\-ei-.  1  mean."" 

■■  Not    exactly.     Thai    is.    more   or   less.     Oiu-   mi;,dit 

sa\'   sotciet  In.ies.*' 
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Mr.  Ma"L.aii  |ookr-<]  sl,arply  into  t}„.  innornit,  Miiiling 

■■^''"""  "•  'r'i<'-  -■•••  Ih-  sHi,!.  -W,.  are  I.mviu;: 
pn.vis.ons.  M-.st  ...,  auay  t,.-n.uht.  \,..  ^,.u  .r:,,,^ 
in  or  coning'  (,ul  .'  ""  .         .-,       ^ 

■•  '  •■iiii  n.niiuK  i,,/'  p.pi,(.,i  ')',„,,  pi,,.i.j^„ti^. 

-ConuntM..  ?  Ah.  I  MT.  W.l..  jroo,|  lurk.  I  must 
SI  I)'  ai.'Mi/. 

••  W.itri,  your  St. ■]),••  vai,l  To,,,,  with  a  htti,-  how  atul 
l''^  li;i[i;.icst  -niih-. 

Mr.  Ma..I,,.an  w)„-h.l  a,,       ..  Ton,  1..,^^,..|  a-ain 

'"'''    ^'"■'•■■' ;^^=^^".     Th..    nnuhU  t...    ^,,;„K.l    ,„,.! 

nturnrd  to  Dan  Whah'U  an<l  the  an. mo,,  of  6V  am!  Ihr 
Ii"ttnjlu,.  .hnu-  v.inke.i  at  Ton,  and  lollou,.!  ih.^  n,'^rl,t  v 
'""'tcr.  Ton,  laisf.l  his  hat  with  a  flourish  nn<l  h-ft  the 
.^j'Mr,,,,th.^eeomltin,e.  H.'  hurried  t..  the  hotel  ami 
cicm.n.i.-.l  tea.  Tiiev  u.foruud  him  with  a  knowing 
air.   that    s,,pp<,.   ,,;,,„-t   ,,..^,|,._     j,,.  ,^,.^^,,_^,   ,^^^,^.,   ^j^^^. 

^'"Pi.K,|  nun  uilh  a  hn.u,,  p,.t  of  te;,  *hat  tost.d  a^  if 
"'   I'Hd  I,,..,,  iH't  ov..r  from  the  lavt  (  hu.eh  soeia!  and  a 
'''•■\'    '■•  l-tlered  toa.t.     Tom\  ti^rhtmtr  hlood  was  up 
-•    ..    diau.ed  the  lea-pot.     If.  had  tasted  tra  almost 
ii-  tad  in  the  ilre-treneh. 

••Tha'  -,to,,(  nomrjris  is  t r^ho^rtrauina  f,,r  ;.  hump" 
i-  ^.tid.  ■•  f  don-t  like  him.  Do.-,  he  thmk  ],-■  made  the 
^^'■'id  .'  or  uhodoes  h.-  think  he  is'.'  Th.-  ehauees  ..f 
-■methm;.  sudd.M  and  vio|,.„t  hap,),  nm,.  to  him  h.t^.re 
I'--  pets  h.-wK  to  h:s  lu^,.nu(  aiv  al.out  ninetv-nine  t.. 
-!'C.      Riitlmsky.  as  they  sav  ,n  th.-  A.K.F.       Thmks  ),.• 

1-ksKOo.i  (..,,,;..  does  h.V      Th, .n,r  he  ,.  u.foini.d 

'■'  the  faet   th.-d    In-  is  m  i]„.  uroui:  ireneh.s    tl,..  l„.f ..... 
'"=    -'I'    con'vim-.i.     .She    IS    th,-  Captain's    uirl-    an, I    if 
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she  \v;i'-ii"t  shcM  he  iiiiiir,  il  1  h;i'l  to  n  iiwimcc  my  rluss 
ami  l)rc()iiic  ;iii  <\'irl  tn  win  ii<  r  l.y  Uir  liod^  (.1  \v;ir  ; 
I'lihiips  he.  thinks  lie  is  worth  iiioiicy.  Mont-y  !  How- 
would  ju'  lotik  if  he  lovt  live  niilliun.  aiui  iiiiH  lniiiiiiid 
■  iiwl  iiincty-niiu-  tliuii->:iiuls,  lik<-  tin'  C  iii>Uiiii '.''  li'  <! 
lnok  liUc  nunus  six  niillions.  I'ut  it  dHln't  lii'lhii  u-.. 
W'r  arc  still  point;.     ^Vt■  (iiilii  t  \ku  mu  rye." 

Ilr  wint  h.'ick  to  Whalf-n's  storo  and  found  the  things 
he  liad  ordri'v'd  all  ready  in  ^-ucks  .-uid  Ix.xi  s,  unil  Malachi 
Davis  wailing  on  the  ^.u  k  it  'mun-.  lie  paid  the  bill. 
\Viir)i-n  told  him  that  Mr.  .Marxians  p-uty  -  tin-  thrte 
sports,  one  giddc  and  twn  canoes  \\(  re  in  stiul  up  riv<  r 
in  half-an-hour.  II  ■  aid  he  wasn't  interested  in  Mr. 
Ma''F.ian.  Tiicit  he  looked  at  ihc  long  youtj'  who  was 
to  take  lum  part  way  home. 

"' Malaclii.  old  soMicr,  nnfa-iii  \wuis..l!'  irom  the 
lire-step  and  stand  to"  he  said.  "  H's  the  truth -K>ut 
it'  you're  ashanico  1   pioniise  ii"l    to  say  anything 

more  about  it.  \\(  ll  .dl  be  ashamed  to  a<lnut  it  live 
years  from  now,  excepl  in  whispers  ijclnnd  crlosed  doors.' 
They  loaded  the  canoe  and  embarked.  Tom  sat 
t'orward  at  his  ease,  wntli  his  baik  f"  the  bow.  and 
smoked  cigarettes.  Mai  stCH»d  up  al't  ami  plied  a  long 
pole 

"Don't  the  pei>|)U-  licro  know  that  yr.u  are  an  old 
soldier  ?  "  asked  Tom. 

"No,  tliey  don't — l)eeanse  I  ain't."  r<pli(<l  Malaelu. 
"  You'll  liurt  your  jaw  talking  like  that    old  son." 
"  Like  uliat.  mistt  I 

"  Ami'I  and  the  n -.1  ol  il.  Hut  d,.ii:  nrter  uic, 
Maiaeiii.  I"'"  "  ■•  ••'<•:!  i  ^'•.  ^  ,i  .'  ^l  i  :■  -  .  and  iic\'|- 
was." 
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uv.uuivs.  (^ivzinj,'  straij.'ht  ;iiu;i.i  ..f  lu!n  ov.r  fl-,-  shimtiT 

'"•■''•;'■•       -^^    '''^t    J"-   !'>wr:c,l    |,:>   ,.y,.s   a,„|    kci   stru.l.lv 

a'    ills  i'ti]p|(i\-(r. 

'"^^i'>     ''"    yi"   (iiirik    I    ;mi     .-ui    ..Jd    s.,!,!,,,-  y  '*      |,,. 

••  F.rst  r.!  all.  hccausf  I  krv.w  voii  arc  tmt  th.  m-wsv 
1' i-hulKVrker  you  pn-tcnd  to  hr  ;  sccmul.  lu-cuu.se  y.,u 
carry  yn,,r  watrli  in  your  nuckit  hut  take  a  l(.-,k  at  y.,ur 
'''  '  '"'■  '■'"•  ''■'"•  «l,ir(l.  hrcausc  I  s;uv  tu.,  ..r  t"luv.- 
^iuapn.l  ^^..n„,|s,,M  y.-ur  sh.MiMrrs  hv  ixcpn.if  ,|„wn  the 
l>a(-k  of  your  cllar  ;  and  Inurtli.  hccausc  l"i,  nu-mhoi 
^<'t'in<r  you  soniowluTf  at  tlir  war." 

"You    rion't    rfMii    Mih.r    \0),  n-  ?  •" 

I'riiiaps  you  ;uv  iiL'ht.  It  von  art'.  \,,u  arr  th.-  ,.,,!v 
l'"-">  in  this  part  ot'  thr  u..rl.i  wh,.  :.."  I),.  v.„,  ,,,,„;] 
i'v-"[\m,r  it,  <,v.Tlookii,<r  ,f  ?  V,.„  ,v.,|  ,;i,j.^„.  ,,,^. 
,-r.atly  hy  doing  so.  I  jrivc  yoii  my  word  that  1  hav<  n't 
I't  tiie  service  down,  or  done  anylhiiii;  like  that  l.ut  | 
liavc  trnuhlcs   of  toy   own." 

"  Trust  nir."  nfurned  Tom.  Ml  kc.  p  niv  suspicions 
to  inysrlt.  \ou  n.nln't  w.rvy  ahout  rue  -unk-ss  vou 
are  contcniplatinu  some  sort  ..('  dirty  work  ;tt  flic  rross- 
r<iads.'" 

'  Ti'i  iiol.  "pon  honour  I  am  harmless.  .  i -inks 
\'  ry  liitifh.  old  top." 

"DoM-t  mention  .t.      1  am  v,,rrv  vou  jiave  troubles 
Hy  ti„-  way.  th<'  lady  you  saw  in  \Vhalen\  shop  to-dav 
<oesnt  happcu  t  >  l,c  your  trouhic,  or  the  cause  of  ,t" 
tloesshe?     because  if  she  is  or  d..r-,  look  out  r,.r  me  "    ' 


•        .»  -  ■•  1  1  !<•       \   I  HJ  , 


I    uev«r    saw    her    l)e|or«'.      \, 
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such  luck.      \n\\-     In  i       _\  .ni  arc     a]i.  w ii.'it  ubwul  your- 

M-lt".' ■■ 

•  \'t  - .  and  no  an.l  n"t  c\acl!y  sn.  Maladii. 

At  ciirlii  ->"cl'  <k  tin  y  wi-nt  a^lioic  ami  ni:ulc  a  lire  i.nd 
had  snpiicr.  Hv  tlii-  tinir  tlicy  wcic  \-cr\-  iZ"*'<l  IVicnds. 
Tnm  did  tlic  conking'.  At  tm  they  ica'di^d  the  ni<-uth  of 
l-'i'-hcr  (reek. 

••  In  111 f,"  '•aid  Tom.  '  I  t.ld  V.halen  fMiirteon 
indc-^.  hecanse  that  i^  wliat  I  want  liim  to  l.-lic\-e.  Will 
yon  take  nic  all  thr  way  r  eiirhl  miles  up?  Fni  not 
miuli    of   a    hand    a^ain-t    swift    water."' 

"  Witdit  \ou  arc."'  ut^reed  Malaclii. 
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''TOM  .in,!  l,i.  i„-a  fririi,!  iv;icli.-,i  I',,.l  1{,  uar.l\  phioc 
>>li'Tlly  utter  ..lie  M"cl,,rk  ill  the  iiioiiiini,'.  .Muhichi 
:tti!V(l  to  111,-  t.iit  .Hill  ..nc  ..r  IJob  Siiyl.'s  i.luiikrts.  :ui,l 
I'll  ;is|.-r»)  iiiniir.liutrly  ;  ;iii<l  Tom  wnit  up  to  thr  shack 
;i;i.l  R'i  :c,l  t<.  Jiimts  IJruani.  He  i',,i;nJ  Jaiucs 
>iUi!i<T  uj.  •()()!  aii.i  >trMiii,r  and  iiuiitfry,  siM<.kinir  a  i'ii,':n- 
:i!il  u-adinK^  Ji  p;qHT-c..v.r.-.l  i-ditioii  "cf  Tl,r  MZonstanc. 
I'Mti  did  n,,t  iii.iitioM  tin-  pci.p!,-  )„.  had  v.cii  in  Dan 
\\li:il(u\  ....IV.  {'or  hr  d:d  rmt  know  how  t  h<- inf,.riiiai  ion 
'•r  thvir  int  Midcd  vi^it  to  thr  (  ivck  nnyht  he  iccciv.-d. 
\\h«th(r  <.!•  not  Mr.  !{,  v^aid  txpfctcd  fhcin  or  knew 
tli.t  Mr.  .1  hn  dc  la  l{,-uard  ua-  lonkini,'  t'..!-  u  coumu 
!!i  llic  wo<'ds.  iif  did  not  know  ;  hilt  he  i'.lt  sure  tliat 
'lu'Ciiptain  would  he  ^hul  (.,  h.l\  e  tliem  o|,  l-'isiier  Creek. 
Thint.'-.  were  workiM>,r  jnsi  a,  th  Captain  had  pianii.  d. 
^ ' !  •     F.e!   t hem  work  I 

■■^D.d  \,>ii  |,niiir  n\  some  iVesh  Uieat   .'  "■  a>ked  IJeuard. 

T..ni  started  leuitdy.  remend>ernijj[  rre>h  meat  IheJi  lor 
tlie  tird  tinje  since  early  morntnL' 

It      doesn't     nialter,"     e.ntmued      1{(  ward.      "  The 
(aptainudi    soon    ]„■   here    \>ith   some.    I    suppose,      lie 


rr ' 


13  t 


MOONSHINK 


■  IIa>ti't    lie   Ixin   Iniihc  since  iiiu: iiintj.  sir  '.''  "'  askiil 
Titiii   aiixiowsly. 

uitli  ,ui  .-icr;,!,  lit  ■/  Hut  tli;it's  II'. t  lik.ls.  H-'  liaii<il<-, 
u  caiioc  U(  n.  lie  \Miit  up  stii-aiii,  sn  yni  t"M  nic  this 
mi n'MiiiLT.      I   \si-ii  li''  lui'l  i^iiur  s.niu-  nthcr  way. 

■  Why.    sir'.'      Is    thric   aii>t  lnuu'    par!  icukiiis     wioii;,' 
\s  it  h  t  hal   ill'  cct  ii  III  '.' 

■■  'rhnc  may  lie.  'I'hctc  arc  a  ('otiplc  ofciucrr  <'haiartcrs 
ill  th(  M-  wo.,. I-  un'c-s  they  \\::\c  u'l'ne  dean  "Ut  <<{'  the 
cMiiiiiy.  \\  th'\-  haMii't  ^kippcl  t!ir  ciuuliy.  thiii 
thr  ciiance--  aie  th'\'  arc  up  'Hi  thi  lii  ail\\  it  c  r-  "t  tins 
creek.  ll'  I  N'.a--  stinu'/ir  IM  u.'>  up  aiii  k'^'k  ai^utri 
fiif  whe.M  1  -a}  (pi'i-r  eharaettr.  I  lue.ui  ikinu'Tmis 
cliaractf  is."' 

"  ril  statt   lip  stream  lir  t  tiiin-  iit  the  in<u-iiiM<r." 

■■  \  Mil  I    With  i'n!\   "lie  aim.  kui  1      N-.  we  mii^t  tiuiik 
<i|'  sdiiiet liiii<^    Ixtttf    than    tha'. 

'I'dUi    (lid    nnt    atu'"'     tli''    p"l!i1-        il'     \\ellt     to    tii'-    tent 

and  hi-'kcl  in  at  thit  l-n^^  \.'.th.  wli<.  slept  (piietly. 
'I'in  It  he  carried  np  must  t.l'  the  mw  provisions  from  tlic 
eaie  .  .  Ih'  appriaehed  the  sliucU  s,\rial  times;  and 
linallv.  upon  serm^^r  tli.i.1  i.otli  tie-  patient  and  thi'  n'ir>e 
were  a^lecj).  hceiiten  1  oii  tip  toe  and  possessed  hnnsell 
of  N'oel''-  (hick-^nm.  It  \\as  a  L'ood  ^mn  hut  wiierc 
wcie  tht  (■aitrid<.'es  for  it.'  He  liuntctl  c\  er>w  h.re, 
hnt  in  vain.  Ili  I'oMud  nothinL!  in  the  way  of  amniuni- 
tioii  except  a  1'. w  ih./eti  rounds  of  rille  ammunition 
and  the  nl!e  bvA  already  j^one  nj)  strcatn  with  the 
(•ai)tain.  lie  icphiccd  the  j,run  noiseh-ssly  in  iIn  C'^iier 
and  \v«iit  hack  to  the  tent.      He  woukl  ..'o.  an\  wa\  .  even 

.1  .  I         1     .  r     

\N  ll  iiolit       li        »\  (   liji"    ii  .inii       til-    ll'    ,        >•        ill's         .i- 
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(I'lsvn  nil  li!>  M.uik.  t>  jiiiii  Mii'ikcl  ;  uii.l  every  imw  awl 
afjaia  he  exaniiiiel  t  h''  l';iee  ni'  his  watch  iiy  t  h'- 1  iny  hi;ap 
lit'  hi>  cit,Mr«-tte. 

At  liaif-past  I'mui.  'r..!ii  \\e'it  n  itsidr  aivl  liuili  »j)  the 
iin.'.  put  water  on  tn  iM>,l  fur  t^-a  aiid  jilaeed  the  iiean- 
crock  in  tlie  eil;,fe  oi'  the  tile  ti  iieat .  Th'!!  ht-  arun-^ed 
the  loiiir  youth  Mahiohi.  \Vii:le  they  '.reakla^ted.  Tojn 
told  a  ijood  deal  al)i)ut  hiiii>eit'  ais  1  Captain  Sayles. 
and  ^<tnu•thin^  of  tiie  Captain"'-  loMiatit ic  re.'.^in  tor 
coniinix  to  Fisher  ("reek,  and  "l"  thi- Captain's  Inp  n]) 
stream  ami  failure  to  return. 

■■I'm  (.'oilier  after  him."  li'-  -.ul.  "  li  I  ean't  i,'i  t 
'  'iiieiine  with  two  arms  to  j^o  wiUi  ni'.  th'U  I  ha\  e  to 
JO  aloiic  with  only  one  arm." 

'■  I'erhaps  \  ou  will  have  room  m  your  canoe  l"or  ine," 
.    :    \l.alaehi. 

■'  I)(»  Vo  1  im  an  it  '.' 

■■  I  do.  I  am  wit  1 1  \  ou  on  t  Ins  relief,  \ptdit  i'  'ii.  What 
will  \<iiu'  frietld  up  at  the  shaek  lia\i-  to  say  .i')  ■  it  it 
wfi.  !i  he  h-arns  thai   you  ha\e  liopp.d  it   .' "" 

!'       ii    ;i     \Mlh     wiiat     tie     iias    to    say!         He    seems 
i        .»      '; '  il      I  III    LroiiiLT    up    lor     ti.'-  C'.iptain    it 

•iille      ui       liie       way       e.lUsfs       the       deatil       of     a 

j,un(|.Mian  like  James  Reward.  The  C'ai)tain  was 
tuv  platoon  conunander.  and  I'o,  a  uiide  he  was 
e(tnj[)ariy  Ct)iiimaiid'  r.  and  th'U  f-'-  m  'le  than  a 
year  In-forc  we  left  Ih''  !»attalion  1  v^.i-.  hi^  srrvanf 
and  he  is  a  num  m  a  iinllion.  \  on  were  nev(  r  an 
o!1i<'fr*s  servant.  NIalaeiii.  so  vun  don't  fullv  iinih  r- 
I  and  iiow  I  fed.  \"o!i  have  serv/d  in  the  laii^s. 
though — but  you  to.ik  a  cadet  com  i  and  ^ot  your 
{•o!!>.!!iisHion." 
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r.al»l»Ii-  aw.'iy  to  y.iiif  hc.'>it"s  coiit  ciit ,  T'liii      unlc-^s 
\'Mi    iiiij)j)iii   III  1-r   III  a  liuiry   Id  1(  sciic  y.iir   fiKiiii." 

Tli-'V  rolled  t'(iM(l  ;iii(l  lVyiij;,'-|)ar!  and  kiltic  in  HK-ir 
blankets,  and  t!ir  blankets  in  a  luhhi  r  mnind  sheet, 
and  sti.wed  all  alxiard  the  ('anoe,  in  ten  ininntes. 
Malaehi  1  )a\  i-  t « k ik  t  lie  st ern  (if  f  h-  cani'e  If'  paddled 
nntil  they  were  out  o|'  siirht  of  the  shack  and  tlieii  he 
^tood  ii]>  and  u<'t  th<'  lonir  pole  to  work.  With  e\cry 
thiiist    li.'  jnni]H'd  the  li_rht   cral't    clear  of  the  \,.tter  tor 

half  hei'    leniith. 

\\  ill  le  the  relief  exped  it  loll  sni'tjcd  11  j)  t  he  st  ream.  I  {oh 
Sayle  awohe  m  a  ca\e  and  I'enieinliered  what  ha;l 
liapp(  lied  to  hini  w  d  h  a  'inkinL'  sensation  at  the  ])it  of 
his  stomach.  1  lis  hands  and  feet  w  ere  st  ill  l.ound.  He 
^;d  M]i  .and  look-  d  alio, it  hnii  liy  thi-  iliin  liL'ht  ;  .u;<l  !  he 
li^Iit  .and  e.iptiiif.  the  journey  ;is  a  prisoner,  and  the 
walk  lioiii  the  canoe  to  the  eaxc.  returned  \i\idi\-  to 
liis  niiiKJ.  They  had  treed  his  leet  for  the  walk  m.  to 
save  t  heiiiMl\-e-,  the  lai:  of  carrying  him.  but  had  tied 
tlnni  seciiiely  a^fain  tin  nioineiit  t  li(  \'  hivd  mirodueed 
liini  |o  lii>,  present  ipiarteis.  Then  the\  iiad  askt  d  h:iii 
<ji lest  lolls  \\  hi  'h  he  had  been  far  t  oo  indii,qiant  i.i  an  -wer. 
'I'hey  had  fed  liini  bet^ic  siinset.  ami  made  Inm  a  bed  of 
m.'S,.  and  Lriseii  hiiii  .a  lilank<  I  :  and  he  iiad  s|,p' 
soiindl;.-  e\er  sme,  .      The  ea\e  was  111  a  d'\  .  rock\    hili- 

sid'   .        lie    had    no',     iieell    botht  red    b\-    llu  s    or    (no- 1  p.ltoeS 

d;iri:i^  his  sleej). 

He  fonnd  hiiiiscll'  aloiie  in  the  ca\c.  11.  lolNd  o\er 
..nd  kn<  It  up.  and  eomm,  need  to  hop  lalioni.ii- 1\-  on 
Ills  knees  fc.w.ards  the  patch  of  t,'io\v  iiij^r  hjjl.t  thirt\  let  t 
a\va\.      Me   had    madi-   only    three   hops    when    the   hiihl 

illll'lil        wis       s  :  II  li  ii'll  I  \'        I  >l  >s.  M  I  l-i..  I  II..       i  >  .  .  I  I  ....  i  I    1  I  .  .1  I  ^wl>I' 
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t<i  cirti  .  >ti-;ii;,'li<'"ni'<l  <>ut  hi--  knees  and  lti\"  on  his  h;u'k. 

Noel  Saliiitis  cnlcifd  the  r;ive.  stouind  dinilric  and 
arinc'l  witii  uii  axe.  lie  advanced  \  erv  slowiv,  j,n\  in;^  liis 
fVfs  tune  tn  adjust  tlieinselves  t<>  tht^  )^h)Oni  ;  t'>>r  he 
was  sLandin^'  in  his  own  hi,dit. 

"  Vou    there  V  ■"    he    asked. 

■■<)!'    eiiiiisc     I'lii     hefe,"'     I'ephed     l?ul);       ""  a!l(l     UmIosS 

>  "II  e'lt  this<-  ciii'ds  (dear  ami  i,d\'e  tne  iny  eanne  and 
kit .  I  am  hki'ly  to  !>••  here  until  my  lVi>-nds  come  t'ot  mo  — 
until  this  al'tenmun."" 

■"I'lieMds  don't  kiinu.  You  ^i ■(  min<'y.  hev  ? — one 
twi)  hundred  d'  iliar  ? 

VfN  ;  hut  il  l^n"l  \'iv  yoi;  tw.i  did  pirates,  as  I  iiavc 
.'ihiady  told  yoiM'  eumpanio!i  in  crime."' 

I'l.d  LTo  sjir  H  ,t  iii'  fur  deer,"  whispered  Noel,  s(]u;vttin^ 
beside  thi  prisoner  aiid  pecnuL'  elosch-  mto  his  t'ace. 
"  1' >  1  oue  damn  had  old  m.;:i.  He  i;- 1  shontuT  way 
hick  oil  thi    hlaci.  woods  now.      Had  man.  I'od  Heward." 

•■  l*o(l  H.war.l  ".'  So  that's  who  he  is  !  .)im\  I'athi-r, 
I  s||])pos.  .  Well.  I  (loud  like  hiui  aiid  t  hi  oidy  pc-ople 
I  <,'i\i'  nioui  y  to  are  j»coplc  I  hke.  .\s  \\,r  \-ou,  Vou 
miseral)le  o]d  joil.  you'll  ne\'er  see  a  dollar  ot"  mine 
e\(!l     !'  y.'U  kii  p  uie  here  till  hell  freezes  o\er." 

And  tiitii  Holt's  kne(  s  caiiie  up  (juick  as  h;,rhtmn^, 
hoth  torfethcr.  With  all  the  str.-n^th  of  his  hack  and  hi[)S 
behind  th'-m.  an  I  om-  ,,\'  them  cau;,dit  N'oel  .Sal);itis 
on  t)ie  j)onit  of  t  he  chin. 

.\o(  1  u'runteii.  topplcil  backward  and  lay  motiouiess. 

Hob  hiteiicd  hinisell'  o\er  to  the  a\e  whi(di  Noel  had 
let  r.iM,  tuimd  it  blade  upuard  with  Ins  bound  haiuls, 
lield  it    ;n  position  with  his  kuei-s  and  sawed  the  bonds 
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hi--  IkuhIs  iVi'f.  hf  smiii  cut  tlu'iiMLfh  l!ii'  InsliiiiL's  ;it 
liis  Hiikli's.  ill-  ^biiici  tl  ;.l  \.ii-l  S;i!i.i,' i^  ;iii.i  >;iw  tli.it 
lie  li.i'l  ii'.i  i,..\-.i.  lie  <1,.'  n<  t  ]''"k  r\-  (P.  fur  U-.iV 
tli.'it  tin  (.1,1  t'.'ll,,\v  wu-s  (!c;i.  i.  A\''  111  li.ui'i  h'-  went  to 
11h-  iii'ih!ii  ill'  till'  cfive  Hii'l  [)i;i:'c;l  c.-iul  iou-ly  ijiit,  l;r-,t 
sur\  ex  i;i._f  I  iic  slopiuLj  liilKiik*  str;u;,'lit  iii  I'l'iiit .  tlicn  loi  .k- 
iiii:  to  tii.'  |.n   Hii'i  till  11  to  the  ri'_;lit . 

\Vli;it  15. il)  -,i,\v  I'll  111-  ri'iiit  i';i.i-ril  him  tn  ilufk  (jiiick 
a-,  a  wink.  II  •  lay  \  <  ry  clw-r  Id  thr  ni">-  miM  \vrii.'LzI'"'l 
l'.u'k\\;uil  :!,  I'lM.f  i)r  so.  wishing  !'<  rvcntiy  t  h  ;t  h'-  !ial 
l.ioL.-l  !,,  Ill,-  il_.l,}  l,,r.,n-  to  the  front  ;'jnl  l^-l'i  :  lor 
tluTc  sal  olil  !•.,.!  Ilcward  ahout  trii  xards  away,  with 
liis  I)ack  aL;.un>l  a  u'rcv  rock,  the  rill'-  across  hi-  la|i  and 
his  lace  towards  tlic  entrance  to  tlic  cave. 

I'o!)  lay  niotioiiless  for  a  ininit'-.  w  ■  .n  U  i  in'j  il"  tlie 
watcher  !iad  spoiled  him.  .\  -  n'ltli.icj  liaj>iM  n^d  in  ilu^ 
ininntc  to  enlighten  him  on  tjii-  Iwad,  lie  slnrted  caiiti'.us- 
!>■  forward  auMin  and  oltlrndel  a  furtive  pinjilf  lieyond 
thr  Hank  of  rock,  .\uain  \\r  -aw  \\.A.  Tie- -Id  f.'Uow 
had  ii"l  ino\(  d  since  hi-  iii-t  .i_:hi  o|'  Immi.  II;-  ey<- 
Asei-e  -h'l;.  ih  was  adeep.  15. .li  xu-i^fizled  f.-rward 
nntd  he  was  clear  of  the  cave  hy  lialf  his  leiiLitn  ;  and 
still  the  old  pir.at-  with  tlw  rille  (hd  n  -t  lift  a  l,ii.  I'.ol) 
lay  low  then  for  a  little  \\lnl«'  and  stndied  tin-  natuial 
feature-  of  the  unomi  1  |o,,kinLr  for  eo\ci'  hetweeii 
himself  and  tlie  sl.t'pe:.  Wli.',!  he  w;uiled  was  cover 
from  lire  as  well  a>.  from  \  ;ew  -  u  lir-t-iate  defen-ive 
position.  N'othiiiu  iA'  the  kind  was  to  he  seen  :  -->  he 
«!ecided  t"  chance  a  frontal  attack.  H-'  crawled  on  jiis 
Imi'  .  ])!i-lii!e.!  till-  a\e  aion^r  in  hi-  riifht  hand.  He 
crawled   one   >.ard.   t  .\  o  yard-,   tlinr   y.ud-.    without    a 
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Tin-  new.  cUar  d.aKL'lit  s\v;uii  li  \(1  au'l  lif'j:lit  («\-cr  the 
scene,  hih!  r\  (  I  y  tiiiii  lihuli-  <.!'  v.ild  uiu^s  in  I'nl'^  jcitli 
Lf!i^1<'iu-.l  witli  (!<u.  l-\riir  yai'K  I  livt-  y:in!s  !  ■  he  was 
li;i!f-\v;i\'  then-.      'I'x', .)  jtiin])s  N'.'HiM  ])ut  liiiii  in  pov^(■>si«ln 

nf   tllr    llllc        Ilf    illTW     IiIn    IcL'^    Up    r,ll'l>   r    llilll    Ulnl    ItC^'im 

to  r.iisc  lii^  \M  i^'ht  (111  hi^  iVct  .  lie  rc!f:iM-(l  tlic  iixc 
t'i..in    his    iiiiu'trs    and    iirt.d    jiis    dcw-wct    IkiikK    I'l'diu 

t  !lf   <_M(  '1111(1. 

.\t  th;it  iiH.iiMiit  tiic  slc.jx  r  ;i'_.unst  the  reck  (-])(n('<l 
Jiis  eves.  I'xil)  jiiinpcd  :  and  s' ■im  tlnii'j  lift  him  (Mi  the 
hack  cf  his  h(  ad.  His  htjs  wilted  as  he  toueh'-d  the 
LTniuiti  and  h'-  sprawled  forward  dii  the  t"})  ol  "Id  I'^d 
lu  \\  ard.  Iiiiip  and  h.'.rii'les--. 

l\'i\  ciirseil  pee\ishly  as  h'-  extraeted  hiii.-'U'  and  his 
litle  t'rdii!  hcnealh  tlic  uncdiiscidiis  l!<d).  His  nerves 
were  ail  di  tlie  twaiK,'.  He  eii-ed  Noel  .^ahutis.  who 
sh.nd  iiii-teadil\  1  (Idle  hiiii  With  a  liL'  stdiic  111  his  ri^ht 
hand  and  a  urd,L'U>  Id^k  m  hi-^  ev.  s.  X..e!  did  net  an-wer 
hack.  He  lit  the  stdlie  With  whudi  lie  had  l;a-hed  Hdh 
fall  td  the  Liidund.  sat  dd\Mi  iie-ide  it  and  nuisrd  his  head 
in  his  iiaii'U. 

■•\frr  a  dnnin-phi^ned  fodl  !  "'  eneil  l'd(l  lieward. 
■"  l\"\\  cdiiie  \e  td  let  hini  did.  anylidw  ?  an'  then  ye 
L'd  an'  hilt  ills  lie;iil  :  D'ye  want  the  police  \ip  li'ie 
a-lookin'    f-r   a   dead    man  ?      Didnt     !    t    II    ye    to    talk 

pi.lite  to  llilll  .      ..n"  here  lie  was  ;d st  a  top  of  me  l-elorc 

I  knowM  it  '      \\ii;d  the  liejl  diA  >.•  liidie  his  1;  uid  -  an' 
his   feet   foi'.   _\  e  pdie  f.  m  (1  '.' 

\d.  1    feU    iuu    sifk    td    even    attempt     a    replv  .      His 

ii.un   was  iloiitiiii,'  and  his  stoiiuicli  chr.rnin;:.     ll<   liad 

made  a  miuditv  i  I'l'dit  df  w  ill  to  di  !\  e  hi-  h'  dy  int"  actidii 

I  .     ...  i... 
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siiffcii'l  the  I'c.U'!  l>)ii.  Ill'  s\v;i\C<l  \\lic!-c  he  sat.  Hi: 
was  ooij^crioiis  d  fiiil\  i.iic  tiiiii:,'  Ik-^hIc  his  pIiNsJcul 
'iiscdufort.  an. I  tli;it  wis  the  fact  t)ia1  li-  li.i'i  liatcd 
V'u\  1{.-Av;u'(|  fwr  vr.i's  and  yc.rs.  'NCs,  and  now  lie 
liatfd  liiMi  i-\<ii  iiiMic  than  h'-  I'cai'cd  Inm. 

Thanks  to  N'drTs  j,m-()l,'i,'>'  ('"nihtiMH.  tl:i-  liack  <>[  IJoh 
Saylr's  ^k'\\\  was  still  intact.  The  -tunc  with  -.vlncli 
tlif  (lid  .^Iali>l  I  t  had  d'lUc  his  kii^ckinu'  ^'^as  ll.at  and 
Milootli  of  snil'acc.  !'i  lit  mill  cly.  Ijuli  icc  ivcrcd  coii- 
sci"  -111  ,s  wilhin  ;!.  t'cw  ni^nut'-s  i>\'  rccil\-in:;  the  MdW, 
and  'iiici^-d  his  c_\c>  for  the  scc'inil  tunc  that  nioininij 
on  IIk'  inii;iiir  .,t'  the  ca\-e.  Hi>  teet  were  iidurid  t  o- 
l^'c tiler.  Ill'-  head  was  haudaLjed  in  a  -lei  \  e  ul'  iiis  i  m\  n  slurt 
and  Pod  Reward  stood  sl.i  ipcd  o\i  r  him. 

lli'vv  d"yc  !'ecl  no\',  '.'  "  uski-d  I'od.  witii  an  offcn^ixc 
yrin. 

He!  ter  th;iM  yon  will  ;'<  il  when  I  .am  duiic  witli  von.'* 
rej)!i.-d  Hoi). 

■■  Tliar  ain't  no  call  to  reel  ii)_'lv  alu-nt  it.'"  said   I'oih 

F.iNC  an'  let  lie.  th.it's  my  niott<i-.  IT  I'olks  leuvr  iik; 
lie.  I  leave  'oiii  lu'.  \'e  liadu't  Uo  c.dl  to  fonu-  np  hcit; 
sj)\   n'  al'ttT  Us."' 

i  iia\c  told  you  tiuit  I  am  m-ithcr  a  coiistahK'  nor  a 
Lrame  uardfii."'  letortcd  Hob.  '"  When  I  liist  ^aw  you 
1  knew-  Uothiii.;  a^^amst  _\  ou  nothnii:  worse  than  I  saw 
ill  your  face  and  that  is  enough  to  IiauLT  \ou.  iint  now 
I  know  who  yoii  a!'e.  ojd  Lean,  and  wh\'  you  are  ludin^' 
up  iK-re.  \  ou  are  Jame.  Ht'N^ard's  I'at her  and  I  am 
his  friend.  Vou  are  tlu-  man  who  diot  him.  Don't 
deny  it." 

'I'o  l!ol)'s  iiorrwr.  the  old  fellow  irrinncd. 


•  \     !     -.  -  .    .  -     !  '  ! 
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Then  Hii!)  rcnlivcd  tliat  this  laic  <•!'  his  jailers  at  Ica^t 
was  ii,;i(i.  iii-anc.  Ili^-  heart  failed  liiiii  lor  the  tiisttime 
'-inee  lii>  eaj>turc  -  it  it  was  iidt  the  ^<iit  I't'  heait  to 
remain  m  that  stat.'  for  l"n<i.  He  I'oitihed  his  couia^.'e 
\vith  t:.\p^^■■^-^ill^^  of  just  i'uii^nation  :  and  old  Pod 
ciiiitiuned   to  urin. 

■■  Xdw  ve'ic  i^'ettiny  real  sa^sy,"  said  I'od.  "'  Wiall 
^"ild-rat  an"  ;,'in<:er.  same  as  me  when  I  wa^  youiij;. 
An'  smart.  t.>o~  "-ame  a'^  nie.  Shet  yer  jau  now  an'  set 
<l'iiet  a  spell  an"  Til  iVteli  ye  some  hreakfast.  IJnt  I'd 
!m -^t  tie  yer  haiuK  t  elVl'o  1  lea\e  >e."' 

■■  \'oii  li;id  hetter  not,  if  yon  set  any  \alue  on  yonr 
niiscrahle  life,"  warneil  lj<ilj.  Kecj)  your  distance.  I 
<ion*t  like  you.      I  mean  it."' 

The  old  man  hacked  away  from  liim. 
■  \o  wouldn't  lamn  me  on  the  jaw  with  yer  knees  the 
way  \f  done  that  fool  Injun,  would  ye  ".'  "'  he  asked 
api)!(  heiisivclv.  "Ain't  it  for  yer  own  \nnni  I  yot  ye 
lure.  so"s  XocI  S;'.tiatis  wnu't  slioot  ye  Y  That"^  a  liad 
Injuti.  Xiicl  .^aliati--.  an'  wu\dd  kmfe  a  man  (]iuek  as 
he'd  rolt  "iin  an"  vo!)  'im  (|U Ck  as  he'd  ^jim-  "nn  pe-iKl- 
daw  ^"e  done  jist  what  I  was  ^\aIlt!n"  to  do  myself 
\\  hen  ye  liusted  "im  in  the  jaw.  Sure,  ye  done  tliat. 
An"  what  d"\  e  want  to  harm  me  for  pore  old  Pod 
H' w.iid  driv  from  his  home  an"  hidui"  m  the  wilderness 
like  a  fo\  from  tiiem  that's  pcrseeutin'  a!id  prosecutin' 
him.      f.ook-a-heic.  did  ye  say  he  was  dead  ' 

Discretion  L,'ot  the  lietti  r  i.f  Hol)"s  anuer  and  dispiist 
and  he  suddenly  saw  that  th.e  correct  thing  to  do  under 
till-  circumstances  was  to  l)lay  a  panic  of  low  cunning. 
Jle  had  read  somewhen*  of  crafty  people's  humouring 
mad  people  and  i\t rieating  themselves  from  e.\tr(  niely 
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awkward   positions   \<y  (\'>\ui:  so     and   iliai    this  old   rip 
was   111,'id    tlicif  could    Ix-  no  doulit. 

'■  \'oii  air  I'iLdi'."  In-  ^aid.  "  I  didiTt  s.c  if  tliaf  w  av 
Ixloii-.  It's  noiif  oi'  iii\-  litisinc-ss.  an\hov.  sn  Idiv/  us 
you  L:i\('  luc  sdiiict iiiii:j  to  c.-it  iind  keep  Noc!  Sal'atis 
IVoiu  dom'.r  luc  ill.  I'ttdi  alonir  ;i  \\l|,,ic  kttt!f  of  ti-a, 
will  you      and  don't   k-t  Nod  (.'ct   \i\  \\v\c  at  nu'."' 

I'od  sfi-ii,cd  jjlcascd. 
liut   I  ;:ottt,-;'  t  (•  ycr  liands,  jist  in  rase  yr  (I'lt  '!<;ly 
aijin.""  Ill-  s.-iid.      ••  ( )r  ye  lui^iit  Liit  to  rani])aL'in'  Jonnd  an' 

Nofi   Wi'Uld  siioi.t    \c." 

I'oh  suliuuttr  1  to  the  t  \  inif  :   and  t  he  ('Id  nian  i!,adt   a 

J^Ood   jol)  o|    it. 
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r>'  man  who  has  puddled  aliout  in  the  world  has  friendships 

1  !,-  .f  :rp  TK>t  apply  the  lest  oj  tht-  goidcii  touch,     lie  values 

'    I    iiKirr   (T  less— -Ifir   the  anuuint  of   pleasure 

liniiks  from  the  tJii>u;;ht  of  ihnr  rr  r-rjrTtting 

M".  a  reason  as  tive  or  fifteen   ,  .g 

I    '  !iip   between  twn  men  who   I.  th 

.:  times  that  was  broken  by  an  attempt  to  register 

.  ,  -  •    -;i.h.     The  truth  i»,  the  Major  hadn't  the  money — 

but  the  skipper  couldn't  see  it  in   that  light.     Ask  your  fncnd 

to  •■■■'•  ^-"1  his  last  drink  and  carry  yr,u  in  en  his  back  u'^der 

re  .   (ire — but  don't  ask  him  for  a  bunch  of  Treasury 

Ni.i-.^  .i-.r  ^.t  his  private  income  is  five  times  as  much  as  tlie  [uiy 

and  allowances  of  lus    rank   and    appointment." — ,"     m    King's 

:r-  :'.       -   id  Dti  rd:i:. 

Bor,  SA^'I.H  down  iu  th'-  foul  ca\  t-  wiiitcd  Un  liis 
luoiiiiscd  breakfa'jt.  Ilf  hiy  ou  hi.^  ^idc,  t'ui  the 
I'iit'k  ui"  li!^  Jaad  uas  son'  a:>  a  bull,  and  kept  uii  <.■>  i-  on 
the  bright  iiiuuth  o?  the  cave.  He  was  thirsty  and 
hungry  and  stil:  a  tiilie  di/./.y,  but  hi;-,  spirits  \\\ic  up. 
His  spirits  were  naturally  buoyant  and  he  iiad  enjoyed 
his  inoiiungs  a  hentures.  His  lecent  talk  with  Vod 
Reward,  and  his  tlecisiuii  to  the  effect  tliat  the  old  man 
was  absolutely  balmy,  utterly  dementeil,  liad  caused  him 
to  view  the  dilbculties  of  his  position  from  a  more  hopeful 
angle  than  t!n'  -^hmt  of  the  niL'lit  I  (.•f<jre.  His  tir.st  be- 
wildenmit  and  ..iiger  hail  cooled  and  faded  away  ; 
and  now    h<'  sjiw   the    whole   misad venture  a>    a  game, 

.,..1  !',.!«•         «■!...*  1;;,  I..,.,        ..        ;,.,  ....;!,  ,.!  .4  XI  .  <  „>  i 

t-:;  ;    :^;t    l;;^^;.    :i\^   r..;;^ ".'.    v*;;;;.;;^;!   '■•w.';i;i.    lHC*  gaiiiv     tO    iiia>'    it 

tlirough  and  get  away  witli  the  put. 
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Thr-  oiiI\  tliint'  tliat  wnni(<l  him  was  anxiety  f(a-  Tom 
Suickcii.  Ilr  kiM-w  tli;it  'I'-'iii  was  already  l.iokiiiK'  for 
liiin,  aii.l  Ur  fcarcl  tl.;'t  th-'  <l.i\Mirijrlit  little  -jxatMnan 
w,.ul.l  In,.k  111  the  liL'ht  phiei  an.i  <:.'t  hiiiisrif  hurt.  The 
tin,, hi.-  -AithTMi,,  u;is  that  he  w..,i!(i  n.4  uiiderstaiul  that 
thr  !us>  (.f  ail  arm  is  an  ..li^taeh'  to  the  uu'W  streini..us 
forms  ..rphvMcal  aetivity  and  tiiat  he  wani't  iit  t..  tight 
With  liis  own  ueij,dit  m  iuyh  explosive  any  <'!d  morninj,' 
hcffpre  lue.ikfa'-t. 

Hul,  ^^ait.•d   patiently   f^r  (ifteen  or  tAsenty  jiiinntes. 
do/.ini:   uith  on.    rvi'  lialf  ..pen.  and  -till  his  hreakfa-t 

(li.l  n.,t  ( ..•.      Ile"m..ve.l  on  his  hand-  and  knees  to 

the  m<.uth  of  the  cave  and  h.oked  eauti.-usly  .Mit.  No 
r.iif  u:v.  Ill  siLdit.  and  no  sn,..ke  nent  ui)  anywhere  within 
his  ti.ld  ..f  viM..n  to  mdieat.'  a  lire.  Tlie  sun  was  hi^di 
l)v  this  time,  siiiiunu'  in  a  llawless  sun,nier  sky.  an.!  a 
jittj,-  wind  fanned  the  air.  H..1)  M-ated  luniself  openly 
in  til.'  cntrane.-  t..  the  eavf  and  eontmuc.l  t..  wait  h..pe- 
fully  H.  .hi  n-t  int.n.i  t.'ciau!  o,;t  and  -tart  a  li.i^ht 
iiHa'ii,  a-i.l  s..  up.  I  his  I'lau  .:f  Imm-.u.  mv:  1h.-  ma.l  man. 
unl.ss  h.  had  t...  Hut  he  was  \ciy  dry  and  th-.u.jht 
,,f  the  pr.'iuiM'.l  kcttl.-  ..f  tea  with  h.nKMn^'. 

[•■,-.,|,,  uh.iv  h.'  sat  he  .'ould  s<c  the  V.dN  \  of  the 
stu'iun  a'M„it  h.Vif-a  nii'e  awav  t-.  ins  front:  hut  n-. 
lla.h  -T  i;l.am  .-f  th-  stream  ds.'f.  A  low.  pnls,ng 
,„„nuur  eame  t..  hini  aer..-s  t  hi  rocky  humm..eks  and 
thm  ^'r..\es,  roUiii).'  with  un(\en  voi..'  up  from  fh<'  daik 
cleft  at  the  t"".'t  .  .f  t  lu' t  imhtrrd  liori/.on, 

At  ,a  *  V^'^\  Hrw.ii.l  apiKund  from  a!n'>n<:  »he  l.rnsh 
of  aiders  and  hirehes  on  the  left  r  H'  ni  hand.  II.  can,.' 
straiL'ht   t..  Hol>  at  a  shnmmu  run  and  :  -ked  h.m  i'  h<' 

'    '      '•'»-•'  ...  ,  ,.1,1  1,1       4 

h;id    sciii    NtI    Saiai'.s.      nnO    ,»  j»ina    liiai    m    .•;;»;;    ::■-: 
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s-cn  (it her  the  .MiilJMct  or  the  Ijr.akfast  that  had  hccii 

piwiii  -,    I  him.     'J'ii'',  I'l-niaik  s(  t mcd  to  iinj)r(.>s  the  old 

iii;i.;i  ^t roujjly. 

AiiTt  ye  ct  slncr  siin'hiwii  y.  si-  i(hi>"  ?  "  ]\r  i  xclaittn d. 

Ii  \  all  th<    fa' lit  "f  t  h  it  prcky  Ii-jiiii.      IT    put  it  clean 

init   mI"  my  hi  ail.' 

Ho   I  iniC'l   a?i'l    h'UMic'l   a\\u\'  and   wa^  s<><  a   Id.st    \o 

!!  it>\  si._:lr   in  tlic  IrM^li  (Voiii  v.hicl!  he  had  so  siiddcMdv 

iipiMiirid.      lie    re!  •.iriicd    in    aliMiij    idi    niiuiitcs,    fnllv 

li"!'".      Ill  I  !!«■  haii(i  \iv  carrii-d  a  tin  j)ia'(    wherein  lav 

t'.v.>  (mM  a'ld  s'wduy  Indkinu  tla])-jack-  ami  so\cra!  < M 

ra-hi>!>  of  1  ac.n    in  I  ho  trthcr  he  h«;ld  a  sn.Mkc-liJark!  iicd 

k<:tli'  ainl  a  tin  iMut:.  and  iiiidcr  niu-  aim  he  cniitiiiued 

'"  L':i|)  h:s  iillc.      He  dep-sitcd  1  h^^('  tliiiiL'^  ! cside  Hot) 

and  scah'  i  hitn^cif  on  the  (hy  niovs. 

I  (■  uTt    ffcj   iuxmIi'  with  mv  wrists  tied   to^'cllier,"' 

>^aid    llol 

I'od  sMiilcd  :''af(ii\-. 

•■  ni  fee  1  ye.-  he  said. 

.\  rnsi  V   two-'inrd  fork  la\-  on  thf  plate  witii  the  llap- 

jafks  and  lacoii.     The  old  man  ineked  this  np  anil  \sas 

•''"'*ii     'o    vj),  .,,,•    ;i    r;'.sh(i'    o|    haeon    u'l'-n    innnohdify 

snddi  ril\    de^eeIlde  1   upon  Intn.      I-'o|-  se\fral  "-econds  lie 

i<  niaine  I    a>    (uotionh'ss    a>    a   stone,    his    head    tnrned 

^liuditly    in    an    nttitide    of    list.nin^.    Ins    ri^ht     hand 

' Ateiided  ami  the  fork   pojsed  over  t!ie  cold   food.      The 

tork  ^lipped  from  his  linj,'ers  :    and  ni  the  ^aim"  instant 

li"'   |ii:iii't-l   t  •  ills   flit,   siiatehed   ii|)  tho  rillc.   inpp<-d   it 

to  his  •  li..  ddt  r  and   lired  at  a  jii-'nt   m  th'-  e.li/c  df  tlie 

-'""lit      sihnt     l.nivh.       .\     twiLT     l<ll,     a;id     the    (<li,,es 

ol     thr     npoit     ran     anion;^     the    roek\     lnuntnoeks. 
Ti  .  ..      :..       .1...  i.-.-i     e..~. 1        .1 
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tl.e   al.lcTN  and  y-.u.m  larrl.o  v.  itii  a   line  swislun^  "f 

hrauilH  ■^.  ,     1)    1        ••  'I'l    f 

■■Tl,.-    .hvil     lak.     him  !  ■•    cM'luini.-.l     Hwl'-  » H'^t 

uuul.iirt,  Ik  T-in  h.'  I':'  fv  =^<  ■  tl''^"'<  lu-avrn.  lur  it  .» 
t.,o  rarlv.  Th-  cIkuuh-.  .iv  that  .t  wa^rt  anythina. 
lir   ,.   sla.k.    ravin-   ukvI     t-,.   mail   Im.'   [.larhcul   pur- 

Thru    H..b    hi-akfadrl.      if.-    h'M    ti'-'    '"'1^    •"    '"'  '' 

h;„>.l.  aiM  ^turk   It    int..  th-  T 1.   -nlv  t..  Iind  that   hr 

o.Ml.l  not    ,vvriM-1hrtn:Uamlsw!.nnuthr  I.H.l  tolns 
,n,,„th      llr     l.ift.a  his  h..M  nn  thr  f^rk  an^i  n^nl  it  as 
:ui  ax.-    .•h..i.iMn.i  thr  K-atlirry   llai-jarks  an.i  rluvrU-^ 
strip.  ..!■  I.aron  so  Ni-or  .usly  an-l  pn-istrnt ly  that  Ihrv 
w,.,r    so.,n    n-.luv.l    to    rra.jinmts.      It    lookrd    an    un- 
atlra.tiv,-  nu-.s.      it    niuinanl   h.in  of  thr  lart  thai   hr 
^^.,s  UMMC  thnstv  tha,>   hnn^jrv  :     -..  !.■  "..nua   In-n,   .1 
un.l    ta.-k!r.i   thr   tm  krtt'-    vsilh    hotii    han.ls.      hy    the 
tniir  thr  iiPi-  ua.  f.iU.  thr  ni.—  for  a  >  anl  aroun.l  \sas 
p.nrrouav    spla  hr.l    v^th    r.,M    tra.     Try    v^nv^u,    tra 
w.tl,     vour     un.ts     Loun.l     t:uht     t..^.lhrr.         iin,     hr 
rrourh'r.l  hk..  a  rat    toll,.-  n,n._r.  whrrr  it   sat    iMnn-tnl 
...,  th,  .p.un.L  ana  .h-at.k   up  thr  iittr,-  krosvn  h.,nul. 
11..  wasal.ont   t..  in..vr  a.jaiiist   thr  ll.p-jark  and  han-n 
,,,,1,  ,vnruriartrr,ninat.onuhc'nthc.itlrcra<'kr<l  au'Hin 
tins  t.inr  hM.nhv.ls  of  vards  .uav  t.  hi.  ritrht  ami  tront. 

The  th..u.a.t  ..rcmrr.l  to  hnn  thai  a  pns,.,,  n.  1  o.l  lU- 
vv,p1-.  stal.-  ot  nirnta!  milI  moral  .hsan  ay  m.K'ht  not 
1.;.  ^..v  pMhriMann  thr.'hur  -fa  t:..-<t  uhrnonc. 
Iho  shn..tiMi:  iV-.vr  uas  np..i.  Itim.  Ilr  l-M.L'oi  In  ^  oUUL- 
\\.i  ;iii'l   m..\r,l   i.a.'k   int..  tli.-   mouth  o|   the  <-aN  r. 

\.run   thr   nl!c  s,,ok.-.     Th.-   report    ..l'  tlu-  r^p!o.hn^ 
..,.,,l,tr    uas    foll.Asca    i.y    u    funuhar    an-l    unpleasant 
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sound     the  long,  singiiifr,  rajf^'cti  wJune  of  a  riciichetting 
hull.t. 

'■  He  missed  whatever  he  is  shdotinu  Jit,"  sjii(i  Hdl). 
I'«;rh;i|>s  he'll  iriiictiihrr  me  and  i';>  .'Hid  cut  louse  at  a 
fixed  target,  if  he  misses  it  whatever  it  i--  a  few  more 
times.  'Diat  is  u  )iat  I  would  do  if  I  were  a  madman  w  ith 
a  rillc  and  a  grud;,"'. 

He  examined  the  many  turns  (.f  eord  at  lus  wrists 
with  a  thoui^'ht  .f  LTcttiiiu'  l»u^y  at  the  knot-,  with  his 
teeth,  oiiiy  to  lu.d  that  til--  (uafty  I'..d  had  tied  a  knot 
at  every  turn,  and  that  e\  en  tli-'  least  unaj)j)roaehal)!e 
of  theiii  ;kil  la>-  just  i'elou  the  pinch  of  hi^  ey«  -teeth, 
no  matter  how  he  heiit  hi^  arms  and  twisted  his  neck. 
He  looked  on  c.t  the  kettle,  the  tin  plate,  tJie  mug  and 
the  folk.  'I'hc  co\.  r  of  the  kettle  might  ]ia\e  an  inner 
t-d'je  -liuip  enough  for  his  purpost\  He  ertawled  out, 
pulled  it  fr..m  the  kettle  »  jth  hi-^  teeth,  got  it  into 
position  on  the  uround  and  commenced  sawing  at  it 
with  Ills  \\  lists.  He  Worked  liard.  One  of  the  turns  of 
Cord  was  slightly  frayed  and  liis  hands  weie  sticky 
\Mtli  I'lood.  whcMi  lie  wa-.  interrupted  liy  a  i-reathless 
.iiid  terrified   \«1I. 

He-  tuincd  his  head  toward  the  sound,  without  rising 
nr  changing  his  position  in  any  way,  and  Ik  h<!d  old 
.\o(l  >a;>atis  111  full  tlight  aeri/ss  the  open  ground.  I'or 
an  iustaiit  iic  >-a\\  the  ashen  iiiask  of  the  MalJscet's  face 
turned  towar.l  liiiu  as  if  ia  warning  and  llieu  \oc|  was 
gone,  vanishcil  into  the  unheeding  wilderness  of  aldeis 
and  slim  youni:  '»ireh  >  a.  if  he  Jiad  ne\«  r  Lei n. 

Moll  lay  ll.it .  ;i>  tight  to  the  mos>  as  tiie  tnoss  to  a  stonv 
soil,  and  I  .,.k(  i  past  his  shoulder  at  the  wa\  Noel  had 
come,      iie  sa»\    it  eoiiimulion   m   ijie   ijushes.  ami  tinn 
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P.,<1  Rrwanl.  The  n],!  man  uas  rv.iv.nnii  dnuyt-.lly, 
hol.liii"  111.-  111'.''  in  1"th  l.an.ls  acmss  his  Im.Iv.  H,s 
hat  was  •-...■  i'-ibl  his  n.Muth  was  open.  He  ^t'linhUd 
aii.l  ahncst   TH  t(.  his  knees  two  nv  thr<(    tii.u-.  hut   he 

,l,a    H,,t    Inuk    uU.'c-   to    th.'    ruiht    ..,     Irlt.       11. ■    .n-.U    th- 

..pen  aii.l  v.a,  inuulfe.l  l.v  th.'  hnsi^e^  uitliin  a  U-w  yiir.ls 
olth.-p.t  uh.Tctlie  Malisc'jl  lia.l  .li^-apiH'are.l. 

H:,l,  rxpan.l.  .1   lus  hiii'js  a^am  and  d.'ta.'he.l  hnn^dl 
sli..htlv    IP  n;    the   i.-.-n.   -f  M'  tl..r    Knith   an-l    l.ll   t.. 
v.,~rk   ;-..aM,   at    th.-   e.,v..r   ..1    th,-   t.a-ket  t  !<•.      One   Intn 
,,nl„,,.,,,,l  v,:..-..iap.'.lthn.n-h;a  lat  :    hnt  th.   .ian.au'e 
to  th.'  hand-  w.'.s  h.^irinnini     o  look  snious       A   Ini^ilit 
Hl.acanHtohnn.      11. ■  pnsh,  .1  I  h.   eov.r  ..n  to  a  suilae.| 
,,,■  (i.^t  lo.'k.  M-ht  sid..-  up.  ai  d  jiin.p.  d  ..n  it  l-hn.Uy  anc 
.   h.'avily   hah'-ii-.l-v.ii  lnia>.      II.-  .xainin.-.l  th.'  l-attrnd 
thin'r'lonnd  that   it  had  split   in  s.v.  ni!  pl.'U'.  >  an.i  that 
,n  ..n-  pla.'.-  a  jai:-.  d  .  .l-r  pr-trud.'.l  h.y.nd   tl..-  inn. 
This   un.  .-xa.'tlv   ^^!iat    h-'   had   hop.  .1   lor.      11.'  uonud 
at   il   with  iiis  Luces  un.l  his  Im.hu.I  an.l  torn  han.K  until 
Ur    .'ot     it     \v.-.l-«d     nito    the    .icsiied     p.-itiou     I.etw.iU 
his   kn.'.-s.      'Idien   In-   p.vk..i   an.l   s;txvcd   pati.idl\    until 
li„.  1,^,1   In-;  ot'  th--  cor.l  was  cut  thioiiudi.      ll..iui.kly 
r,,r  1  Ins  iVrt  an.l  ih.ii   iVll  to  s,,.-kin,u'  the  frayed  e.lj.'«-s 
of  his  iiati.U.      !!.■  \xas  thus  .n-ai:..!  when  a  faint  sli..ul 
(•;.,nscd  iiiui  t    I  h  .ok  Up, 

11,-  saw  P...1  U.'ward  stan.lin^'  fa.-inL'  hini  alnnit  thirty 
Nardsawav  ...i  tl,c  Ionv  ,r  sj,  ,p,.  .  .f  t  Ik-  lull  hut  he  kn.  w 
that  it  na  not  I'od  w  h  •  iiad  ho  .t.'d.  Th-  s,,un.i  ha.l 
c.Mie  iVoin  far  awav  touar.l  the  xaiiev  of  the  sti.ani. 
]\r  irasoiu-  1  thus  f\ en  as  ii.'  Ilun-  hiinsilf  to  tlic  n^dit 
iu,.l  i;.Ii  Hal  l.rhind  a  |ou .  f.  in  fiin-.-.l  '.oul.hr.  As  h.- 
lilt  the  IU..SS.  a  Ir.dl.-t  xveiit  ..v.i,  hi-h  ov.r.  an.l  spatted 
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(111  ;i,  I'l ::k  ill  the  fai^c  of  tlif  upper  siopi\  Ilr  \v;is  ^'];i(l 
to  know  that   I*o(i   w.'.-i  s|io')tinL;  wild. 

Au'ani  the  shout  ciiuic  iti  I'roiii  tlie  distant  streatn  ; 
and  this  lime  it  was  answered  li\"  a  sh<iiit  iVoiu  a  (h'lisc 
Icno!!  ot'  Npiuecs  not  one  hundred  and  lil'ty  yards  away. 
Ho')  j)eere  1  around  the  ed«,'i'  of  hi-  eo\cr  in  time  to  sec 
old  i*od  wlifi'l  and  let  loose  ;>.  shot  at  tie-  eoiic  ot'  the 
sp!i;ci^.  Till-  t'elNiw  was  not  only  (U'a/.y.  hut  lie  had  lost 
Ills  sense  ot"  woodeiM^'t  and  low  (ruiuiinu'.  !>"'•  Liiinneil 
and  felt  alio  it  .uitil  he  t;ot  liold  (pf  a  inana_'(  alile  iunij) 
.i|"  stoui-  With  eaeii  jiand.  just  in  ease  tJie  mad  man 
t"ok  it  into  his  heal  to  eharLre  his  position.  Hut  I'od 
did  lilt  chari:!'.  A  third  slidut  I'roin  the  direction  of 
the  hidden  stievMi  eau-ed  h  in  to  tuiii  ai.d.  liuiry 
toward  it. 

I?o!i  !iistantl\-  slipped  i^iom  the  shelter  ot"  tlie  houlder 
and  i"o!lo'.ved  tlu-  ojil  man.  still  jioldinu'  tin-  st.iiies  in  his 
hands.  He  ran.  st  lopinu  almost  doiihle.  hut  n^t  other- 
wise makiier  anv  effort  at  conee:dm(  :it .  He  felt  sure 
that  th<!  m.in  who  shouted  from  the  xallev  was  Torn 
Sniek''!!  :  and  h  ■  felt  <•  ju.klly  sure  th  i!  it  wa-  l'"d 
Hewaid'^  uitenti.n  to  make  a  short  and  eon-'lusi\i-  jo!) 
•  ■l'  the  sh  niter.  II-  ran  noi-ek-sslv  o\i-r  the  rouirh  hut 
niossv  (jr.iiind  and  so,,ii  had  l*oil  in  si^iit  amon.j  the 
seattered  i)ushes  ;  '  ut  the  urouth  heeame  thicker  and 
taller  as  he  nearcd  t  hi-  hottiin  of  tin-  \v'\.  Il<  lost  si^^rht 
.f  Hie  ,i|d  man  in  a  wood  of  yoiiii'.,'  Iii>  and  spr  lees. 
He  went  forward  m.oic  sl.iwlv  from  that  point  and  paused 

often  to  listen.      .\     iie  I id   11'. t   hear  unxthmi,'  of  the 

inoNcments  of  the  man  in  fr^nt.  hi-  jiaee  heeame  s|..wcr 
and  shiwer  and  he  paile  1  t  he  underlnush  w  ith  a  eiiutions 
iriiid  and  set  his  f. .  t  down  as  it  upon  CLrLr-siieiis.  expect- 
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iiitr  (tvc.vv  iiioiiicnt  to  I'c  c'liifroiiteil  l»y  the  niii/.zlc  of  tho 
rifle. 

At  l;i-t  Hull  cca^oil  to  iMO\f  fuiward  ut  ;ill  :  and  tlion 
he  licciitiic  n-Aurc  of  the  u])l)r<'Ucl;  "1  si'incdnc  (,r  suiuo- 
thiiur  tehind  him.  lie  lay  (hiun  and  Ix.kcd  Imtli  ways. 
Ih;  WHS  soon  rewarded  !iy  a  \  ieA-  <T  N'l'cl^  Ictrs.  Thr 
Mali'-rct  passcl  within  a  few  >-.ar<is  of  liim.  a\r  in  ha;id. 
Holi  ht  hitn  !_'o.  for  hv  was  imt  smvo  of  him.  That  Noel 
was  now  at  war  witli  Pod  Reward  thcr(;  niild  Icnodoiiht 

hilt  tliat  he  had  heen  xe-ry  m  leli  at  \wi''  with  Hoi)  a 
few  hours  a','o  was  (ipiidly  certain,  'i'his  was  esidently 
a  L'ame  ofexcry  man  for  hinself.  lelleeted  l!o!)  :  and 
if  old  Ke.'-aid  happen' d  to  i  <■  Ivhil:  in  amhiisli.  Xoel 
miidit  i)!ii\c  to  he  vorv  useful  hv  drawing  his  lire. 

Ai^ain  the  sh"ut  came  from  the  directiMU  of  the  stream. 
It  was  T'lin  Snieken's  voice,  and  it  eame  from  Ic-s  than  a 
hundred  \ards  away.  It  was  auswercil  lt\-  the  crack  of 
I'lhTs  nlle  ju'-t  ahead,  then  a  cfashim,'  and  swishini:  of 
undcrhrush  and  irrnnts  and  curses.  Hnh  dashi-d  to  the 
point  of  disturhanee  and  found  the  two  old  nun  rujlinj,' 
toLU'ther  in  a  mossy  hollow.  Noel  lia  I  diMppeii  h  s  iwc, 
hut  Tod  c.oiit  lined  t.>  cMm:  to  the  rille.  They  l-oth  clun^' 
t,,  th(  rille  ea'-Ii  a  hanil  on  th<  rille  and  ;i  han<l  "ii  the 
other's  throal.  IJoh  stood  o\er  the  I'liht.  hroke  I'od's 
hold  then  \ai\ked  the  weapon  fr..i,i  N...  1.  1!<  snatched 
up  t  he  discarded  a\c  w  it  h  his  left  hand  and  da  lii-d  awny 
at  top  speeil.  shoutmir  the  name  "\  Toin  Snu  ken. 

|',<1.  and  the  relief  eNpedif  ion  of  two  ^o, .;,  |.-iued.  ;'.nd 
IJoii  hrielK-  outlni"  1  his  misadv cnt  uies  ;is  t  he>  made  thi-ir 
wav  to  the  canoe.  Tom  ami  Malaclu  had  coine  ashoie 
:!.*  ♦!>••  tail  o!  I  he  i>oo|  I  iclou  t  he  fall  w  hich  I'ol*  had.  heard 
from  the  ea\c     the  end   of  naviuahle  water  on    I'lsher 
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f'rcck.  TIu'V  Iiiid  seen  iK.thinu  <-f  the  »»tlur  canoes. 
The  iliice  Avere  iihoiit  to  ciiihivrk.  wlien  Xoel  Suhatis 
v.iuiv  -h.liii;,'  (ioun  tlio  I'JUik  to  thetii.  He  \v;is  piilliiiR 
iiunl  ;uiil  lii-  (hi^ky  i'.'iee  wiis  hleedini,'. 

•■  I,<riime  j^o  too.'"  he  eriecK     '■  l\<d\  ^ovv  ni;i(hler"n 
lie^l.      Lemine  eoiiie,  <>v  \\h\  kill  inc.      Sliow  yoii  cjMioe." 
■  We"ll  tiiki-  him."'  -iii-l  Hoh.      ■"  ^^■llat   he  says  :il)out 
llu-  «.»her  o!<l  uiiik  is  riu'ht  -  and  \v<    iii:u   as  well  eolU-et 
iiiv  eani-e.     Where  is  it  ?  "  hi-  a^ked.  turninu  to  Noel. 
■•  Vou  colli,    an'  fetch   iitle."  said  N<<eh 
"Me    [,.<>.•■    siud    Tom.     '•Vou    wait    hen-.    Mnlachi, 
uitii  ou(;  eve  on  tliis  caiKu-  imd  t"other  "U  the  landscape, 
and  the  a\(-  held  li^d)tly  l)nt  lirnly  hctwecii  tlic  thund) 
and  foiciiimer  of  lioth  hands." 

1),,!.  and  T<.in  followrd  the  Maliscct  a  few  yards  ii]onp. 
thecdu'c  ot'thc  pool  and  then  up  the    teep  l^ank. 
••  Hide  "inn  here,""  said  Noel. 

They  looked  down  into  a  narrc.w  p(^eket  in  the  l)ank 
just  ii\  time  to  s(-e  sonicthin<;  vanish  over  tlie  ed<,u-  of  it. 
Tlicic  lay  l?..t)"s  canoe,  her  l>ack  i^n-kcn  Ixyond  repair 
l)V  !i  tifty-j'onnd  ro<-k. 

•■  1'.  1(1  uit  here  iirst."    said  N'oei. 

,\.  th<  V  went  hack  to  the  canne  at  t'..  i.,..t  of  the  pool. 
To, II  s;u.i  casually.  ■•  I  -^aw  the  jjentl man  ;n  the  white 
hn'  ;ind  his  daughter  at  Tla^ter  IJock.  sir.  TImv  \\ere 
hf."  I'd  Itiis  \\ay  and  may  he  at  the  shack  hy  this  time. 
Sh<-  r''i-"unii/.'d  im-.  sir,  and  asked  ;d't<-r  you." 
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Mil.  MxcLIvW  was  II iiii!l>  t!ic  !c;i  i-i- -r  I  !„■  ;.ai  ty 
that  T.. Ill  iMct.it  riH-tc:-  li'^rk.  I-..;.  ,.,-  Mr.'.I.,li"n 
(\v  \i\  iJewaiil  wa-  ofa  iiKidc-t  (li•^])l'•':tiMli.  ]]\A  the  n;i;» 
m  t  ]\v  wliite  hat  was  the  loal  Imi^s.  'J'hc  ijnidr  \\as  a  \  i-rv 
^(1(1(1  rivcniian  named  Anios  I)iii^f!c.  lil'ty  xcai-s  of  ;il'<'. 
wiio  Jiad  ixoiic  ti>  tin;  war  witli  his  tlntc  st  ns  and  ictiirncd 
wit li  (inly  (ini-  <if  thcin. 

.Iiinc  did  her  l)rst  t<i  t.'<t  the  paily  awa\-  iVniii  IMaslir 
Rock  that  eviMiinfr.  I»iit  faded  owini:  tu  the  ra<-t  that  the 
}jiiide  had  jfone  to  sec  a  lu'othcr  of  1  is  ;:iid  \'.i,!ii(|  ii,.t  he 
ready  to  cinliark  on  the  up-iixcr  trip  until  si\  i."c!<iek 
in  tiic  iiiornin^'.  So  June  w\nt  to  l-e  1  s(..iii  afti  r  supper. 
.Tolm  and  laii  s;it  up  till  ten.  siiiwkinLT  and  tiLditiji^  llics 
(Ml  the  vcraiwhih  of  tlic  hotel.  'I'liey  weic  not  dis- 
turlicd.  for  the  people  of  tlie  \ilia:  e  tli.i:inl,f  1h(  ni  i'lst 
ordinary  ""  sports.'"  K\( n  l);ui  \\  lia'm  i\]tl  iict  suspect 
t  If  man  in  t  he  w  iiit''  hat.  Ironi  .\e\\  \'m|  k,  of  fdnL:  coii- 
nceted  in  any  way  w  it  h  t  he  loony  old  ]',i;L'li  hnian  of  1  he 
disjointed  name  who  was  looking  for  a  eiiii-jn.  .loiui 
had  deeideil,  while  in  .Vrw  York,  to  lo.  k  hi^  (•■Jiisiii  o\rr 
Ini'iic  disrli  i-^ihtT  the  I  (  l;it  ioi  I'-l  1 1  p.  .-I'ld  so  had  k(  j)f  liie 
name  of  l{e\vaid  eomp!it(ly  ont  of  sl^^ht  in  I  he  iiiitler 
of   the   cxprdit  ioii. 

Ian  3IaeLean.  tiie  miudity  hnntir.  Jiad  al taeli-  ,1  him- 
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self  to  the  F,  !)-r  t'n-fk  r\p''(lit  iot)  j'(.i'  n  ;i--oii>  df  hi-,  own, 
wliich  \v.\,  i|-.ii!)tlrss  ilivcl.isi-  tlic'ii^ch-cs  IP.  the  (•i)ur-(' 
of  t  !i'-  iiurra'  \  <•. 

The  miL,'lityh*intrr  Mid  tlie  autliordf  6'<J  aud  iJir  liiilttr- 
flies  sat  i.n  tlie  \-cran(lah  si^'.i-  by  side  in  womicn  nickins,'- 
cliaiis.  MiiDkinLT  and  smackinf;  Hies.  For  a  hav^  linu- 
tlicv  sat  in  sjh-iif-c.  v\v\\  I'liUuw  ini:  his  own  thnuiihts. 
Jiihn's  thoii;rlits  went  deep  into  his  licait  and  mind  and 
then  tat-  and  wide  oxer  tlie  \'."i!d.  lan's  thoii^dits  did 
not  !,'()  so  deep  as  liis  frienil's,  hdi-  yet  si>  j'ar. 

'"  Jnni'  is  very  n'. M)d-nat'.n-ed.""  said   Ian. 

■■  \'iTv.""  said  John.  iVoin  t'ar  aiield. 

■■  Ahnost   too  i,Mod-natnred.'"  said  Ian. 

■■  Ahnosi."  {i'iice(l  Jolm. 

■■  Are  yon  lister.iiijf  to  mo  ?  "  asked  the  otli<T  turning 
sha''j)ly. 

■•  I  am  sojiy."  repUed  .Tohn.  *"  Fm  afraid  I  (Uihi't  liear 
yoii.      I   was  wool-fjatheiiiiu'.     \N  hat   (hd   \ou  say  t  '' 

■■  I  said  that  June  is  too  u'ood-natuied.  too  friendly 
with  stianucrs.  Tliat  is  what  I  was  working'  uj)  to. 
Fffeet  of  tlic  war,  I  siipp<i>-e.      I  don't  hke  it." 

■'  \ou  don't  hke  the  effect  of  the  war  ".'  " 

••  I  don't  hke  yonin  ladies  to  he  affected  hy  the  war 
in  tliat  wa\.  ^'oll  know  what  I  mean.  John.  \''\\  saw 
her  talkinu'  to  that  young  fellow  in  the  store  to-day — 
some  Tom.  Dick  or  Harry.  lie  had  a  stnii-k  on  his  face. 
Struck  \\\i-  as  a  ^ery  inferior  sort  of  pers(.n.  ^  our 
dau;.r!iler  is  no  longer  a  child." 

*■  \'ou  an-  verv  oliservant.  Ma''.  I  think  you  shuuid 
warn  her  airainst  talking'  to  stJdiers  she  has  not  keen 
jM'iperlv  int  rodui  el  to." 

•■  \\\w  ilo  vou  think  that  fellow  wa^  a  M,]dier  ■.'  '' 
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'■  T  kiifw  it  at  ;i,  1,'lariro  —and  least  uf  all  Ity  hi--  artificial 
lianii  aii'l  riiic-ariii.  Hut  yi'ii  mu-t  iii.t  l.c  two  haril  on 
.I'liic.  f. !!•  she  tiioaii.  well.  Slic  i.  iiat'.irally  fric^iidly, 
lik<;  a  pup.  \'nM  ^liM  dil  ti-Il  her  th:it  ^In-  is  im  I'  iiycM-  a 
})ii|<.  .S.'ii-  wii  :1(1  h'lt  jc't  nil  yi.!ir  nev\('^  a^  slir  i\'H->  it' 
voii  kiic.v  li<r  a>  \>t'll  a>  I  ili>.  my  drar  fftllou." 

Mr.  .Mad.c  HI  Icani'd  sideways  fi'itn  hi-  ehair  a!id  stared 
at  his  friend. 

'■  ^'(llI  Millet  lie  era/,y  I  "  lie  exclaimed. 
■■  \'ery  likcK'.""  ictiniied  .loiin.  pha-.uit  ly.  ""  Tlieie 
arc  so  many  \va\  ^  uf  Ixim','  er,;/.y.  and  sn  inan\'  re:i-'ins 
t'nr  LTiiiri!/  era'w  thai  1  i'ear  \'iii  are  ri;_dit.  ll'it  we  were 
talking'  abont  m\'  ad'iptcil  daughter.  [,et  us  cnns-der 
her  as  a  reasuii  I'nr  (.'uinLT  cra/y  <>r  ['ny  makin;,'  a  hnil  of 
(incscir  aliout,  at  least.  I)(i/,(;ns  oi'  men  ha\  c  dene  it. 
old  anil  \onnj.  and  ^hc  d'H-sifi  •^ic  it.  She  is  as  natural 
as  a  liltU-  t;iil  oi"  ten  ^o  doa"!  .sjioil  her.  She  is  ihe 
friend   of  all  the;  world."" 

"  .Toll'.,  yoii  are  i'uprael  ieal.  and  I  do  1  (  lic\c  you  arc 
as  ii.,nioiant  of  life  as  the  ^toif  keeper.  \\'ha!cn.  IIow  a 
man  ".\h'>  has  knoek'-'i  ahoul  ,;^  vou  ln\e  can  know  m» 
lit  t  le  of  t  he  w  a\'s  of  the  woi-id  iN  a  mys!t:ry  to  me.  \'onr 
wits  .are  .ah'.  a\s  \s  ool-ijat  henni:.  \  on  aie  far  too  imprac- 
tical to  have  th-'  sole  eha'i:''  and  rc^poiixihijity  of  a  yoniii; 
!a<ly  like  Juic-.'" 

■■  (  )ii.  m\  ha'  !  ""  e\cl;iimc'd  t  he  oth'-r.  Tlien  he  .addcil. 
\(>r\  _'<-ntlv.  "Mac.  m\-  dear  old  f,iei\d.  'uarc  hoh-s. 
Also  W.ire  a  hriek  w.iU  alio  it  ten  feel  liiL'h.  aLT.'.inst 
whicli  vo';  air  in  ilan^r'  i'  "f  cra-hiiur-  i"  "thrr  words, 
L'o  slow  I  Do  you  und'i' -land  me,  .Mac'.'  Chaiigo 
dirccliou  ! 

'•  1    don't    understand   vou,   .John."' 
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master  of  \«>iir  n  vn  life  hiuI  fwit'Ui''.      ^'<lU^  health  lias 
al'vavs   lieen  L!"''ii.      In   f'Tty-niiM-  \eitrs  y<iii   ha\  e  slint 
a  (I'l/eii  eiei)hants.   'iin're  m-  less,  :>.  !'ev,    hen-  and  tiixcrs 
and   hr.u's.  and  tuie  mu'-k  "\  ;    uiiUd  ;i  lew  tlmu^ands 
of  (l')lhirs  til  \«i;!i-  tmnch'ed--  ••!'  thonsand-  liy  aceideut  ; 
and  what  et-e  '.'      In  tin-  sanw  xcry  con-ideraMe  j)erii>d  of 
time  \oii  have  Mot   m.'.iried.  \  ou  have  not   fa'lK^ed  any 
child    of  voiir   own    oi-   ;>.n  lihi/s.    vo'i    ha",  e   not    risked 
voiir  life  in  anv  usef'il  i-v  pa' riot  i(r  ;id^ '.'Ml  ure.      M}'  poor 
Mae.  I  hat>;  to  ^.iN'  it .  })n!  you  are  and  ha\  e  a!u;i,ys  licen  a 
Coward  and  a  enfii!>erer  of  the  earth.      If  you  liave  l)een 
practjeal.  I'leii   I    Ihank   dod  that    I   have  not    heen   so. 
I    liave  failc'fl   to   kill   an  e'ephant .    hit    I    li;v\-c   killed 
l)iil   let  tha*    ijo.      I   l)red   two  ne-ti   who  ha\e  I'on^ht    in 
Flanders.      I    wa^  tiieie  my-elf.   to  see  ul  iirst  hand  the 
workiiiLTs  of  a  eerlam  liand  iienade  in  actual  wirfire     - 
an  invtMi'ion  of  my  own.      h\  sh'>r*,  Mac.  I  iVi  1  myself 
(|nite  ;i->  .'i'lie  ti>  look  ai'ter  my  adopted  dau-^hter  now  as 
I  have  alwavs  Iieen.  and  a>  I   ha'.''  pro\<'d  myself  ai'Ie 
to  hriuLTup  ni\'  ot  her  dan!jht<',s  :  all'!  if  I  didn  t  1  ;.  -.ivf  you 
that  I  slio  lidiTt  look  to  you  for  help      to  a  iirui  wlio   !i;is 
not  done  anythiuij  in  sixtv  years  more  le-t  !ul  or  dillicult 
or  dauLTC!  ous  -  or   practical      than  kill  a  fcv  eiejihan's." 
■  HealK'.   .lohn      if  I   tliniLflit    you   wer^      erious      if  I 
tJiout,dit    this    your    real    opiiT'ii    of    i  ■ .     character      I 
woidd      it   would    lo  \  cry   awkward." 

■■  TluMi  do:\"t  think  it.  Mae.      I'm  oif  to  lic(l."' 
"  \\\'\  sliowed  ;i  t'.iK'li  of  temper  lh.it   I  didn't  suspect 
\  ou  of." 
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Tin;  t\\i>  cm  .'■,  ii;  i'li-  ,i!i  r.irly  ^t;irt  I'nc  Fi-nr;   I  ifck, 

with    .JmIiII    ;UI   I    .filili-    !!l    iillC    :'U'\     Alll'i^     DiliLfli-    .-lnl     Ml'. 

.M;u'L(Mii  i!i  t  he  u!  !■(■;■.  .rihu  f\(-  |;i  I'cw  ;ufl  \'.  :is  an  itxpciL 
caiiMc  iiiati.  lie  ->f  •  M,  )il  tip  111  I  111-  [)m|i-.  (Ncii  ill  iiic  swilicst 
wat'T.  \\  it  li  a-^  iii'icli  r ■■<.'!■  a'ul  ciiiluran'-f  a  -  iIhI  t  h^-  ',Miilc 
in  till-  (itlii-r  ca!!'"'-.  'l"\'i<-  iw  'iilU  n\'  !'i-iii'i-  Cn  k  was 
rcac'iol  slnrth,-  al'ici'  ii'ui;i.  ainl  tiic;'.-  iJii'  cauirrs  wire 
run  asiiurc  anl  .".  lii''-  "..'a-  T 'liti  I  l>  !i"M  t'lc  ki.lllc  I'it 
lunf'h.  Jilm  ■  j;ic-.' i' lue  1  Aihds  a'lwit  l-'i-^lici-  Creek, 
anij  the  e  .'intry  it  watcrcl.  The  Ljiiiilc  wa^  ii't  \ciy 
ra'niliar  with  l!ie  suiijirt.  It  wa^  ten  seal's  or  inure 
since  h<-  ha  I  la  I  hern  :i)i  the  eieek.  I'm-  it  was  n<  it  ex'eu 
H  see  iii'l-class  sal;i.Hi--.t!ea!ii.  It  lia'l  |)|i-:it\'  i^f  '^ond 
])i)'i|>.  lint.  I'di"  rea-  lUs  unknoun  to  Ani.i--.  \ery  I'lW  h'-h. 
Iiiiin')eiinfn  ha  I  tak'^n  what  f'Ti'-t  hii-s  ha'l  li-l't 
of  its  lii'_r  tiin'if  r  yeavs  ■.\_ui.  The  ci  mtry  ahnut 
its  ii|)j)tT  waters  \'>a-.  I'ui-  the  ino^t  pait.  haiTon  and 
l)OLf  an'l  ->va'ii|)  an  1  I'^eky  kn-ill.  a  likely  ^imuikI  t"i>r 
(iarihfin.  Tiie  laii'l  was  uni  u\'  the  (]ii,',lit}'  t'>  attraet 
setllers. 

'■  Theie  i'.in'l  x'.liat  vniM  e.i,|l  a  farm  uu  tli<'  wliole 
lenu'th  ol'  t-e.'  --h-cini.""  s;iil  Aiiios  I)inL.'K".  'I'.icre's  a 
few  In  j  nis  ntt  t  h'  ic.  or  "'ist  t  n  l;e.  trappin*  i"'.r  an^l  lisliiir, 
ixni{  theie  'va^  u  uhit-  man  ijiin"  t'le  sane  a^  the  Injuns 
airl  l)i-ea'vin"  the  LTrkUie  law-.  !  o-ile  .'" 

■■  I  th'iiL'ht  there  wa>  an  oM  s.-ltlenient  un  the  (Ueek." 
saiil  .]"hn. 

■'  ()nl\  a  ('''w  Inj  ;n-  an^l  \h'-  white  nian  I  1"M  y^n  df. 
He  \\  a>  1"  irn  nn  t  ii<-  e:  i.'k.  \  \  r  li'Mi  <l  :  and  it'  \  <  mi  di  -n't 
want  til  Ills.-  \-<i'ir  tfn*>-  an  i  eunoes.  let"-  hii|)e  h''  'is  ihaij 
h\  this  tnu''.     lAe  leaid  I",  ii^s  sav  as  that   1\h\   Heward 
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uaMi't    nlidvc    loliliiiT    an    liij'ii    ex  en.     Tlitrc's    Iiijim 
liliii'ii   in  hin.."" 

•■  Ah  I  ■'  f\(  laiiiu'd  Jdliii.  ■■  Iii(iia!i  Mood,  you  >ay  — 
uiul  :il>(>  sonic  of  llic  i.cst  Mo;i(l  o:.t  ;  t'  K nijlaiul."" 

•'S..  I'm-  Keen  toI<l,  ^Ir.  \\\\\.  the  tni.\t!:!v  llil.^  ir.a<lc 
the  \\uv<[  white  man  tha!  \>aN  i  \  t  r  ^(  (ii  in  '.!.;■•  priits, 
so  \\r  h.  ard  iclh  In  liis  chiy  he  \\aN  th<-  ^marttst 
choj.ju-f  and  >tria',:-iiri\  (I-,  and  tlir  niosl  (ianL'trous 
chararlcr.  in  tht-c  lure  \\o(.ds.  l>nt  y<u>  nanic  sir? 
I  heard  it.  hut  I  (h(hrt  .-..LJ/ackly  catcli  i1  all  Soiindtd 
kinder   furrin"  to   :  l^.t    now    thai    1   tliinu    i1    o\tr   I 

'•o|t  ot"  rtcollcct  a  kiniji  i'  i';i!iiiiiar  ■-onnd  to  ii."" 

••  l)r  hi  II. van!."  -aid  tin-  otlur.  slo\sly  and  dis- 
tinctly. 

'■  Snffcrin"  (  als  :  "  c.\clainn-i'.  Ani(.>-.  ""  iJcward  ! 
Ha\ f  \'ou  conic  to  see  liiin  ? 

.lohn  11'  ildcih  viniliiiu'. 

•■  \'cs  l-nt  kcp  it  under  your  hat."  lie  said.  "  It 
proniisi's  to  1  c  c\-'n  more  inti-icstiiii,'  than  1  hoped.  Tlic 
dc-.ccnt  ol"  n.an.  with  a  \  (•iiuH'auce."" 

Thcv  rc-cnd'arked.  Thcic  is  a  yrcat  (Ui\\  of  deep 
uatci'  on  the  lower  half  of  I'ishci-  Creek  :  and  in  several 
j)laee->  the  cunent  lies  almost  (had  h-r  se\tTal  miles. 
In  tlicse  stretches  of  still  water  and  mudd\-  shore  the 
iniii  in  the  sterns  of  ihv  canoes  laid  aside  tlu-ir  ptiU  s  and 
took  to  the  padilles. 

Thcv  I'caehed  Pod's  clt\'irinu  in  niid-afternoon.  June 
was  the  iirst  ashore.  Imt  John  pa- -(d  hci'  hcfore  she 
jrained  the  top  of  the  l.ushy  Itauk.  Joliii  udanced  into 
the  einpt\  tent,  ".en  'cirried  towaiil  the  shack.  lie  sav 
a  I'iLf  man  sittiie:  'U  'he  dom-  oi'  the  shack.  sni()kin<j;  a 
(•itjar     a  clean   innldle-au'cd.   ei\  ili/.ed-a[ipearini,'  jiersiin. 
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licyiui'l  I  lif  l)i'_  iii.Mi  he  s;i\v  a  \ .  ry  old.  dnskx'.  I  liiii  wonian 
JiHikiii  ;  <r,it  ut  !iiii!  Willi  rxtniwnliiiaiy  hiiLliI  Mai-k  eves. 

(.'Hi(i  (la\/'  viid  'Ii.-  iiiaii  Hi  tlic  (i.ni.  "  \\  liat  can 
1    i\>>    t'lir   \tiii  ? 

I  am  liiMkiiiL'  l"r  a  n.aii  <A'  th--  iiainc  (,l  lu-wanl," 
r<'|'.if(i  .1.  Jin.  with  hi  ,  u-iial  di-ai  iiii/iL'  sjuilc.      ""  iVihaps 

VdU    can     Icll     !lic     W  111   IC    li<      1|\  ,s   ■.' 

I''  ii'i:t|>'.""  -ai  1  till-  utln  r.  '  sd  d"\Mi.  wnti't  you  — - 
"II  111''  '•'i  '|i|»iii';  \',<<cU  llicii-';  \'i.,i  ri.iist  i\v\]sc  liic 
<'"i'  ''"t  L'Hiiii,'-  up.  hut  I  iiavc  1,1  111  ill.  .!(  ssir.  my 
ciL'.u -ca-r  1^  111  ill.-  I,iiiil..  I'|>u-'  "fl'  I  [\\r  ^' lit  Itri  laii  a 
ciMJir." 

'i'l)i-  w|  1  Will  I,  an  did  a-  ■  tic  was  ti'(|iicslrd,  and  I  lie  \  Isitdi- 
arcci-lid  a  ci'.;.'.!'.  Ill  if.  and  vat  d^wn  en  t  he  chi  .j)|»in^' 
lili'ck  ;    and  .l.nixs  (\cd  .I.lm   k(  i  ni       dl  the  while 

"  -^  "  \  i.n  h  •Mkin_'  I'di  any  i.ni'  1{(  w ;.,  !  in  j.art  iriila!'  ".'  "' 
askrd    ,la!i:'    . 

I  dl  .'lid  !  <■  Lila  I  Im  s(  (■  any  Kin-,  aid.  ont  1  came  I'.crt: 
i"  '!i'    !i"!"    "I"  liinhiiL,'   l'i.ddMi';t"n.""   Kplitd  Jnhn. 

The  Iul;  !i.a!i  hnikcd  i(lic\(d. 

I  kn"\\  yiMi  {\-<\\."  lir  -^.id.  '  N'l.'.i  ;.ic  tiii-  n.i.inlirr 
of  the  t  la  la  la  t .  m  .t  ami  l.:aiicli  -l'  l!;c  lainily  in  Knirlantl 
\vho:i  'divs-,  d  ;..  hll,  I  i,i  Hi'   in  \rw  \<'\k.    .\!ii  I  iiL'lit  ■'  "' 

■■  1   llinik  s...      I  ant  .f..lin    '■•  la  lu  ward."" 

'*  Sliukc  hands.  I  ani  Jaii's  lv(  \.aid.  Iinni  \.  w  \  .pik. 
M.\  i'.iIIk!.  111.-  h^al  .  r  th.  I'ainily  mi  tins  side  u\'  the 
woiM.  Iia-  l.iLcii  til  the  wiii.ds  Imt  hi  mr  \v(  Iciinc  \iin 
ti>  Ml.  I'ainily  'fat.  Sit  dnwn.  .Make  Niniiself  ut 
huiiic." 

.loliM   Jan^lied  and  sho,  k   hands  \Mth  Jatm  s. 

'■^|>||   arc   \t  r\    kind.  "    he   '.aid.      '"  rxcusr   nie   while 

!,  —    *..    *!..     ...t   A  : ..  .      1-  .        .      •> 
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.\rt(  r  the  ttiits  were  pitclud,  .J(Jiii  (If  I;i  Wcward  intro- 
(liicid  till  (ii!i(  r  iiuiiiiH  r^  i>\  his  party  to  .Iiiiii(>  Heward 
ami  did  .!(  >^i<-  Saliat,-..  Aim-.  DiiiLric  Imd  heard  of 
J.iiin  .  JMii^  a^'i"  as  ii  lit  t  Ic  III  iv  who  had  Ikhii  drixi  ii  ti  oiu 
holm  hy  flir  ci'iiilt}'  of  his  I'ai  h'  I'  and  ^i  cji-iiiot  Ik  r,  and 
Was  dr.  j)i\  iiii|)!<  ssiij  hy  t  hr  --iizht  ol'  hiiii  hij,'  ami  alivt' 
ami  s'iioi,iiii_r  a  t  \s(!il_\  cent  ci^^'ar.  .Jaim  s  fold  Ihciii  that 
hi-  hail  cmm-  into  the  \'.  ildi  rmss  lo  mc  hi--  fatlnr  aftrr  a 
SI  parati<in  of  forty  ycais.  and  that  his  father  was  so 
drtcrnnm'd  and  conllinrd  a  rcchisc  that  lie  had  iinnic- 
diatrly  padilli-il  uwny:  and  hi-  nirnt  ii.ncd  a  shnotinji,' 
Jiccidtnt  and  loM  of  ihc  hi  roic  cxcitions  of  .lessji;  at 
hni^th. 

"  lias  Jessie  i,(cii  yi.iir  o]iJ\  c  diipuiuon  all  throuj^h 
\  iiMr  dlness  '.'  "  asked  June. 

"  \o.  I  had  t\\o  other  eoiiipanions  nntd  yesterdav," 
replied  .laiues,  ""  ( )iu  went  Up  stnatn  yesterday  inorn- 
iiiL'.  t<»  ti>  to  hud  soint  thin;,'  for  me  to  tat.  lie  didn't 
Collie  iiaek,  so  the  other  wiiit  after  him  the  darm d 
yoiun,'  I'ool  !  I  am  worried  alxMit  them;  and  if  they 
diin't  shi)\^-  up  to-niL.dit  I  shall  ha\c-  to  ask  \u\\  people 
to  oij^'iiii/e  a  ^laich  party."' 

"  ( )i'  I'oiirsi'.  we  will  look  for  \oiir  I'nends,  whenever 
\  oil  sa\  the  word."  said  John  tie  lu  l{<  wanl.  '"  \\  hat  do 
\oii  think  has  ha|)peii(  d  to  them  ? 

"  I  am  afraid  that  .■sayle,  who  went  away  lir't,  lias 
nut  \Nith  troid)le."'  said  .hinii's.  "'i'liere  are  some 
ti  (lesome  eharaeltis  loose  in  these  woods  jiist  now, 
a  .  I  fear  that  he  has  run  foul  of  th<  ni.  Hut  he  wivs 
anm  I  :  and  if  any  man  siu»uUi  know  how  to  use  a  ritlc, 
h<'  IS  t  he  man.  ' 


100 


M()()N>HIXE 


h 


"  I'lilcss  my  iiHiii'irv  plays  nir  i'nUc,  that  is  tlic  nanie  of 
Vac  Vdiiiiij  tPiiii  uliM  fust  iiiiulr  me  nwui't-  (if  voiir  exist- 
ence. .Jjiiii's.  lie  was  a  iiiilitaiy  ii.an  a  ea|ttaiii  :  yes, 
aiwl  ill-  lui'l  Iccii  awaid'd  tln'  Militai'y  (  inss.  He  eallcd 
(111  IIU-.  in  I.iiU'iiiii.  an!  tdld  iiic  <il"  yn'i.  I  thnik  I 
iiicnt  i.iiKil  lii>  \isit  t'l  y^.u  at    the  tinir.  Jun<   '.■' 

■  \  I  s.  thank  ynii  and  yon  h.st  his  adchis-.,"  r<  jiiied 
.Jnnc. 

■ 'I'iia'  !■>  the  \ci'\  nian.  ('a]»tain  Hi;li(  it  Sayl<  ."  said 
Jani's.  ■"  ilc  i^  t  hf  s..n  ol'  my  hite  ein])lii\(r.  lie 
hapiirncd  al'ni:  h'tf  s.m  n  .•il'ttr  1  iii<\  hnit.  (jnitr  ly 
chance.  Iie\\a-!i"t  h m .kini;  f"i- mc.  lh"U<^!i  it  was  impor- 
tant thai  lie  sh'i  dd  s<  (•  iiie  on  a  \  ery  impoitant  n  alter 
of  l.ii-incs.  He  (h<hi't  know  1  was  here.  \\<\\  sj^y  that 
he  is  a  t'liiiid  of  yoiirs.  Julm  ? 

"  I  should  Ic  clad  to  su\  -o.  thouiih  wf  nit  I  (uiy 
onec."" 

■■  Did  he  know    \oii  and  Mi--s  .June  j)hinned  a  trij)  to 

l-'l^hrl-    (    ock   •.'     ■ 

■"  I  ma>.  iia\c  told  him  sd.  wir  n  \m'  w  i  ir  talkin;,^  over 
the    l'.uiiil>'." 

'■  In  he  a  tViiiel  ot'  yours.  Miss  .lime  '.'  " 

"'  1  ha\  f  III  \  er  met  him." 

^Il•.  NIacI.ean  x'.eiit  li'-hniL'.  takiii;,'  the  uniih-  with  him. 
.luiii'  refused  the  imL.dit\  hueitei's  ineitatioii  to  ueeoin- 
paiiN  him  aiid  made  t.a  inst(  ad.  .lolm  drank  a  miii,'  of 
tea  and  K  tired  |o  hi>  l<nt  to  jot  down  notes  lor  a  new 
|.o;i|.;  which  was  to  !..•  entitled  i\nii<Ui  l)i\i-iiil.  and  of 
uliieh  hi-  (^n-i!!  !';iddin;:f on  was  lo  !>(•  the  inspiration 
and  I  h<  aiinimeiit.  .It ---.ir  toM  her  patent  to  retire  to 
Ills  luink.  and  .liiiii  went  <lown  to  the  stiiani  and  sal 
on  i  lie  (op  oj  I  jir  i  'aiiK.       i  i  site  iiii<  i  ^i.uK  ei  i  tiow  n  sT  i«  uiei 
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— ^sl'ich  >hr.  didirt  -  si  !•  wniiM  have  seen  the  niiphty 
lii!(it(  i-  NlaiKliiii:  iipriLrht  in  a  cjiiux:  and  makiiii;  hriiliant 
casts  (if  tr.indy  suliiion-tlic^  with  one  hand  while  he 
enished  iiioscjiiitoes  nn  liis  I'aee  and  nock  witli  the  otlicr  : 
and  if  slir  haii  liccn  as  near  to  him  as  the  ^uide  was  she 
U'lidd  ha\-e  heai'd  a  lot  of  \  i\id  lani,'nat;e.  Hut  she  sat 
and  L'aze(l  strnddy  up  stream,  <nit  of  car-shot  of  lan's 
mood  and  Iircdk-ss  of  his  whenahonts. 

A   canoe  came  aro'nifl   a   hiaek   point    into   ihe  girls 
tirid  of  \ivj(,ii.      It  eontainrd  fotir  men.     One  who  sat 
amidships  hail  a  liamhii:'-  of  some  sort  around  his  head. 
.Tiinr^  ^<,t   to  her  i'eet   and   harked  a  hlth-  -.va\    into  the 
hushes,  hui    not   far  enoujjii  to  |o>e  sj^jit   ,,\'  the  <:ano(>. 
Presently  she  recoirni/ed  the  e\-s(.l(her  with  whom  she 
had   spnki  n    in    Dan   NVhaUiTs  store  at    IMa^ter   Kock  ; 
and.  a  moment  later,  she  kn<  w  the  man  with  tIic  l);in- 
da','t  d  luad  for  tlir  persun  who  had  cauj.dit   her  ey<'  on 
se\(ral  occasions  in  London.     She  j)ccred  out  and  down 
a!  him  Coolly  for  a  sci-i.iid  or  two.  amused  at  the  situation; 
•■Mid  then  she  sud.|eid\    realised  that   he.  an  •xperienced 
and  t'ull-;.;rown  nian.  one  Lrtd  to  N'(  w    \'.irk  and   I'aris 
and  f,(iii(i..n  and  the  l>at  th  tields  i  .|'  I'urojx-.  had  lome  to 
tiiis   forsaken    ri\(i    for   no   o*Iier    reas(.n    in   tlu-    world 
tli.iii  the  chance  of  lindiii;:  heic  a  person  whom  Ik-  had 
se<  II  on|\   twice  III  his  life  and  with  whom  h<'  had  never 
exchanged    a    word     and    that    she    was    that     person. 
'rii»'!c  \sas  siMiiet  hiui,'  fearful  in  U\\>.      Slu'  fi  It  a  siiddi'ii, 
•  ■lioking  jjlow,  then  a  chill  of  ti-rror.     What    did    it    all 
uiean  '.'      What  had  he  seen  in  her  <  yes,  away  hack  there 
in  I.on<|oii  •.'     .she  felt   that   s(.tii<thinj,'  was  at   wurk  for 
>\hieh    she    was    not    respunsiMe.    somi  thing   sh''    couM 
n>itiier   Control    i-or    uiuhrstand.    sonHthing    thai    was 
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beyond  hi-r  intention  as  it  was  Ijoyond  iicr  kn<Avl»'(lj7e, 
Her  amusement  vva  .  turned  to  feur.  Slir  strppcd  hiiek 
into  tlie  sereen  of  willows,  turned  and  hiiniid  to  the 
tent  wlierr  John  de  la  Reward  was  writiuLT. 

.Joiui  looke(i  up  at  her,  tJien  jumped  to  his  IVet. 

'■  My  dear  girl  !  "  he  exelaimed.  ""  Sit  down  heri". 
here  is  my  llasl-  ?  What  has  ]ia])pened  ."  Jlere, 
swallow  a  good  n      of  this.     Are  you  ill  ?  "' 

She  ^at  down  on  a  dunnage  bag  ami  eover<'d  her  faee 
with  her  liands. 

"  Arc  you  laughing  i>r  <'rving  .''  ""  ;isked  .lolm.  ''  M\ 
dear  girl  I  M}-  dear  ehiiil  !  'I'ake  just  a  sip.  df  thi->  and 
then  tell  me  about  it."' 

She  withdrew  her  bonds  .  nd  lonki  d  up  at  hnn.  snuling. 

'■  I   was  laughing.*"  she  said. 

"Thank  heaven!"  he  e.velanued.  "■  T<  II  uv  the 
joke." 

Hut  she  didn't   tell  him -Ixeausr  sh.    didn"!   know. 


CHAPTEll   XV 


T 


COINCIDENCE 

]\r    rvnoc  ran  a^-hore  and  Tom  Snickon  s?(  j)p(il  ovrr 
i.'r    how  and  lookori  up  at  the  Avliitc  tops  (.f  the 

t.  Ilts. 

"  Th<  \  arr  here,  sir,"  he  saif!. 

■  And  what  about  my  faee  ?  '"  askt-d  Hob.  following 
hmi.     ■■  Is  if   too  hadly  chipped  to  stand  a  shavt;  ?  " 

"  I  can  iiiana'^c  it,"  n  phed  Tom.  •'  And  we  must 
find  a  elean  'oanda^e  for  your  lirad.  Sneak  for  our  tent, 
sir.  and  ril  follow  in  a  minute." 

Holi  rt  ached  his  t(  nt  withf>ut  meeting'  anyonf.  He 
h'ard  a  low  murmur  of  two  voiees  from  thi-  new  tent  on 
hi^  rii^ht.  He  sat  down  on  an  np-endid  hiseuit  box 
and  wondered  what  was  likely  to  happen  next.  Was 
ho  playiii^f  with  moon'shine  or  light mng  ?  \\hat  reason 
Nv.i,  he  to  j^ive  to  John  de  la  Hcward  for  Inin^i  •"»  Tisher 
Creek  ''  A  n\nid)er  uf  other  daunting  details  oeeurred 
to  him  little  thing's  which  had  been  entirely  overlooked 
in  the  big.  general  sweep  of  his  madness. 

Tom  entered  tlie  tent. 

"  Xoel  Sal'atis  has  toddled  nlnni'  to  the  shack  tf)  hear 

\Oiat   his  mother  thinks  of  hin.     and.   Muljirjii   has  irone 

•  lown  t,)  Plaster  Kock,"  he  whispered.     "  I've  trusted 
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liim  witli  tlio  roiioc,  mt.  ll.'ll  ]>nu<^  it  Lnrk  in  a  Tr-Av 
(la\--.  \\<  i'.  (Nprctiii^  s()inclliiii<i  at  I'l;ixf( f  Unvk,  sir. 
I  should  likr  to  know  what  it  is.  lU  .In.sn't  look  Hkc 
a  man  \vith  a  tiiNstcry,  sir." 

•■  \a\\-  itvclf  is  a  iiiyslrry."  said  H.'l>.  ■•  Death  is 
anoth'-r  :  and  our  friend  Maku'hi  i^rt  tlu'  only  oih<r. 
Tom.  my  \vin(l  is  up',  and  \  rt  until  1  -aw  thosr  two 
tfnts  I  wn■^  hold  as  a  lion.  Tlifn  is  anotlur  my-tcry 
for  von.  How  am  I  to  look  a^  if  I  came  Urn-  l.y  accident 
^\  iicn  she  '-ces  mr  ?  "" 

••  Don"t  worrv  alxmt  that,  -ir."  -a^.l  Tom  cjiceifnlly. 
'■  Vo\n-  face  looks  tli<-  ])art.  Aoeiderit  i>  the  word. 
ril  uct  some  warm  water  from  old  J<  --le  and  ■>.  e  what 
I  can  do  with  it  :  and  while  Tm  t,'oiH  >  ou  had  Ix  tti.r 
make  a  handa^'c  out  of  >onr  clean  shirt,  sir.  ' 

Tom  was  ffone  for  fidly  twenty  minute-,  nwinjr  to  the 
(inestions  which  w.  re  ]u;l  t-)  ium  I  y  James  Hcward. 
While  h<-  was  rway.  Hol»  looked  uj)  i\  clean  -jiiit  and  tore 
a  strip  .-ut  of  tlie  lui'-k  of  it.  Il*  wavtrviuL^  to  tie  this 
aroimd  lii^  hca-l  when  s,)in<'onc  scratched  on  the  closed 
Hap  of  llie  tent,  lie  invited  tlie  scratclier  in  and  .John 
i\e  la  lU'ward  entered,  snulin^'  his  kindia  st  su.ilc. 

I?ol)  feiunci]  astonishment. 

*•  Vou.  sn-  •'  ■'  ho  exclaimed.  ■'  \'<\\  on  risli<r  Crrrk  ! 
Yon  arc  .Mr.  John  <le  la  Reward,  whoni  I  once  met  m 
London,  aien't   yo'i  ? 

••  rn<'nd)ted!y  so.  my  dear  fi  llow."'  replied  John, 
shakini!  hand-,  cordially.  "1  heard  a  little  while  at!-, 
from  y<-ur  old  fiieiid  James  H,  ward,  that  yon  were  hire. 
This  is  a  ha)>pv  »'oineitlcnce.  our  Aisilimr  I'isher  (reek 
ill    iiie   same   liiCn  .       i  ^•"^4    i>-';\   .i  ■    ..    .• 

liiZht." 
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Hub  SiiW  safety  in  the  .subject  <jf  the  n|,'ht.  He 
iiaiTiileil  his  iidveiitiires  nftlic  lust  tliirty  h<'iii>  in  detail. 

■■  I  '!'•  n-'t  u. iiiilerat  James's  anxiety  abmit  liis  father,"' 
said  Jiihn.  "  S'l  that  is  what  rodtbn^d.m  is  (h)inj,'. 
And  yon  ^ay  ]v  is  iii:id  Y  'J'Ikt'-  is  n"  insanity  on  the 
Reward  dde  wf  lii^  fijui!)'.  that  I  liav<-  ev.  r  luard  of. 
What  a  \^oild  it  i-.  I  eramnied  witli  extraordinary 
Nitwations  and  i.ceidtuts  as  well  a-,  uiiii  astonishinj^ 
eouieiiienc'-^.  \  oil  niav  r(  iiu  niber.  niy  (Kar  (  ai>t.iin 
.^ayle.  thai  we  wtir  talknii,'  of  I'oddin^don  I'.ruard  in 
London,  at  tin-  time  of  our  iir>t  and  only  j>i(  \mius 
iiieetinir  ;  and  now  wlu-n  we  aeeidcntally  meet  a^'ain, 
a.vay  np  luM'e  in  ih--  woods.  1  lind  that  you  hav<  just 
escM})!  (I  willi  yo^ir  life  from  a  mad  I'uddington.  \  i  ry 
strange  I  "' 

■■  \'ou  aii:  riulit.  >ir.  It  is  an.a/iii;.'.  I  feel  be- 
wilderciL" 

'■  .Vnd  wel'  \wii  may.  Sayle.  Life  is  a  eliapfer  of 
aeeideiits.  K'lave  aud  j^i^y .  I.ittle  dhi  1  dreftin  that  I 
should  meet  _\  ou  liere  wjicn  we  talked  about  I- ish(  r 
I'nx'k  in  London.  " 

Hob  o|)ined  lu>  mouth,  but  closed  il  atrain  witjioiit 
^[•eakuij/. 

■"The  faet  that  up  to  llu-u  you  had  n<'t  eonteuij>'aled 
a  trij)  to  I'lshei'  (reek  riia'ces  tlie  coineidenec  of  our 
uieetuii;  heic  now  all  the  more  reuiarkabl'-,"  eoutinucd 
J.-hn. 

■■  I  I  hink  SI),  t  Oil.'"  sjvid  Hob. 

T  iUi  .Sni«:ken  <-ntered  the  teiil  at  that  monieut.  witii 
a  ki  Itle  ol'  wat<i'  in  his  juiiul.  and  found  .^lr.  dr  la  Reward 
ehuekliu:;  and  Hob's  red,  dauiUL^i-d  face  r'  ddi  iied  witii 
eonfuMon. 


IGG 


MOOXSHIM-: 


^ 


"  Tlu)ii<,'li  c.\]»l()(lo(l  as  an  instance  of  coiiicidtncc,  yc  t 
it  rciiiaiiis  a  wvy  iiitcrcstiiii,'  situation.'"  ^aul  Jnim. 

Then  ]ir  left  flic  tent,  still  cliiieklin«:. 

■'  Wlial  makes  him  iVel  so  good  '!  "'  asked  Tom.  "  Did 
you  erack  a  joke,  sir.  or  did  he  ? 

'■  It's  on  iMf.  \vhoever  craekcd  it."  ^aid  l^,l».  "He 
knows  tJial  I  eaine  Ik  re  looking'  for  liim  whieli  means 
I'or  licr  unless  he's  a  Took  I  toUl  liiiii  so.  (iave  him 
th<'  lip  hke  a  liuneli  of  flowers.  Lai<l  it  in  his  arms. 
What   do  yiiii  suppose  he  thinks  of  my  elieek  '.'  " 

'■  lie  doesn't  seem  to  mind  it  much.  sir.  Perliaps 
lie  doesn't  talcc  it  as  sciiousjy  as  we  do;  for  lie  must 
know  tliat  you  and  the  younif  lady  ha\'e  never  nut.  I 
must  say.  sir.  that  if  you  try  to  see  it  I'rotu  his  point 
of  view,  it  doesn't  look  very  serious  lu^t  very  serious, 
even  as  a  hit  of  i-hcek." 

"  J)on"t  you  take  il  seriously  ?  "  demanded  IJoh. 

'■  No.  sir  !  Vou  know  I  do.  Hut  1  am  on  the 
inside,  so  to  speak.  1  saw  lur  look  at  you  one-' ;  and 
1  am  neither  \i<-v  fatlu  r  or  ado[)ted  fatlur.  If  --he  (;ver 
lamped  me  like  that  all  the  ele\  er  uenfs  in  Who's  ll'fio 
mijrlit  le.iiLjh  till  they  hu-t  themsehcs.  for  all  I'd  care." 

The  ;iltempt  ;it  sh;t*,  in;;  was  not  a  sucet'ss.  fir  Hoh's 
fVee  had    heen    ii.irked    or    j)unetured    in    half-a-do/eu 

])Iaees.       He      liad      reeei\ed      these      injuries     after     Noel 

Sal).-'.!  is  had  hit  hiui  <mi  1  he  h.u  k  <  <i  t  h--  head  and  lie  had 
falk  II  int'i  To  I  |{i-\\ard's  lap.  Tom  toit  into  strips  what 
remained  of  1  he  clean  shirt  and  handiiL'cd  t  lie  face  as  well 
as  the  head.  He  iirou^ht  Huh's  supper  til  him  in  the 
tent. 

Noel  Sa!  atis  was  m  distrraee.  Three  tunes  duiiiu.:  the 
e\enin^',    old    Je-,sii-    to   k    him    out    nfi  ear-shot    of   tlii' 
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fitlu-rs  and  ti.ld  him  what  slit-  tliought  of  liis  behavioiir 
an<l  ffarc(|  for  hi^  fuliirc  if  he  p(rsi>te(l  in  the  error 
<>1"  his  \\a\s.  On  oiic  of  thc^e  occasion--  James  Itowanl 
snalclicd  from  the  lire  and  (h-vourcd  four  slices  of  bacon. 
Aft<  r  this  cNpl.'it  he  sat  very  still  and  (juiet  fur  an  hour, 
\\ith  the  air  of  <>ne  ujio  awaits  the  blowing  of  a  mine 
at  some  uncertain  ])(>int  in  his  immediate  vieinit\  ;  but 
as  nothin;,'  untoward  happened  within  the  hour,  he 
vjipped  away  to  the  <,nnde's  lire  and  sampled  the  bacon 
their.  After  tliat  !ie  drank  ;i  pint  of  .Jessie's  linh  tea 
without  a  woi'd  of  protest  fnd  joined  .John  and  June 
and  the  miL;hty  linnter  at  tlieir  eveiung  meal.  Tiiere 
JcNsie  found  him  and  s;it  down  beside  him,  determined  to 
sa\("  him  fr-in  his  own  appetite. 

X<i<'l  ma  ie  hiuiclf  at  home  witli  Amos  and  Tom  when 
deserted  i>y  his  inotln  r.  He  sat  Very  clo.se  to  Amos, 
wlio  was  twice  as  l)iiras  Tom  ;  and  as  the  niuht  advanced 
and  th<.-  daikncss  increased  he  edged  lumsclf  nearer 
aud  nearer  to  the  lire.  lie  was  afraid.  For  him  all  the 
(hirkness  aroimd  wa>  haunted  by  Pod  Reward.  In  the 
(  xeitcUKiit  wf  the  day  lie  had  openly  flaunted  liis  rt;al 
ftrlinj^fs  tow;u-d  Tod  in  the  lace  of  Pod.  had  drawn  the 
lire  of  that  te!ril)le  f.  How  and  brazenly  gri|ip<tl  that  devil 
liv  the  w  ind-pipe  Isut  now  the  cNcitement  had  died  away 
like  the  din  of  a  lost  battle,  and  the  sun  was  Itelow  tlie 
edge  of  th'-  woild.  and  e\il  things  wtre  abroad  under 
eo\  i'V  of  the  dark. 

i'.oit  si'.l  ;!i  his  tent  and  li-t'iied  to  the  voices  at  the 
lir-  -  without.  Till  «;uide'-,  hn  was  fairly  l)etween  him 
and  till-  ii\i  r.  thi-  other  lire  a  do/en  >ards  to  the  light, 
and  the  waviiing  \ellow  radiance  danced  on  the  slop- 
ing roof  ol    liis  tent  and  a  little  of  it  seeped  through 
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the  c.uivas.      It  wus  a  tiiiii-  lor  serious  tlHui^hl.  ami  so 

Ik'     'li<l      lli^      I'l'st      t(i        llillk         !lllf      Willldllt      IlllK'll     success. 

He  t'cit  I'atJici-  tliau  th..u<jlil.  lie  Irl,  as  an  cxpinni-  in  a 
straii^rc  land  inisiht  feci  upon  su<l.l'iily  icali/inu'  thai  ht' 
had  jr.iiK  ;i  u,-c.i.t  (leal  faiilK  r  and  fasti  r  than  he  kn>  w  ; 
or  as  a  reckless  hunter  follow  ni<i  tin  tiack  <.f  a  df  r  ;rid 
suihieidy  confrcjiited  l,y  a  tip'r;  oi  as  a  li^'htd  ated 
hayoiiet-iiian  lookiii;,'  fo  souvenirs  and  lindin^f  a  h'-stile 
iii;i(  hine-uuu  nest.  In  sh(iit.  he  fell  the  seri(,usness 
of  his  j)ositi(,n.  lie  had  hnnted.  e(.ns;dcr-^^  onl\-  him- 
self arid  the  lin,-  excitements  (.!  the  chas"  :  ;ind  now 
lie  realized  that  tlic  (piarry  was  to  he  reckoned  with. 
lie  Jiad  trailed  moonsliine  :  and  n  w  lie  knew  that  wlieii 
one  lays  hands  on  moonshine  it  chaii,'  s  in  a  Iwinkhnj; 
to  somethinLT  of  substance  or  slips  awa\  from  the  ea^er 
lini,'crs  to  nothinj,'.  It  can  no  |oi!i:i  ;■  Ix  nothinLT  hut 
tnoonsliine,  which  is  sinipl\-  a  trick  of  tiie  sun  and  tho 
human  eye  and  the  dead  moon's  face.  It  n;nst  la-conu; 
more-  or  less,  something  or  Jiothini,'. 

His  tV;lini.fs  were  takim:  him  bcNoiul  his  depth.  He 
si.irhi'd  and  iil  his  pipe  and  wished  that  Tom  wotdd 
look  in  and  cheer  him  up.  .\  bulky  sliadow  showed  on 
the  (lap  of  the  tent  and  ^omeoiu'  fjinist  a  head  in.  It 
was  James  Hewr.rd. 

James  conirratulatt'd  Hob  on  liis  escape  from  l*..dding- 
ton  Heward.  He  aiirt'ed  w  ith  liob  that  the  old  man  was 
mad. 

■■  I  must  catch  him  and  then  lin.l  keepers  tor  him  <;ood 
men  lik'-  .\mos  I)in<:le  and  lea\<-  him  u|)  here  in  I^m- 
v»oods."'  he  said.  ■•  It  Would  !><•  wors(>  than  minder 
to  put  the  poor  old  de\il  in  an  insane  as\lum  :  it  would 
Ix'  puftmj,'  lum  m  lel!  bt^fore  his  time.      lb    will  kill  his 
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k((])i-i->.  I  sui)i)i)sr  :  !>ut  I  am  willint^  to  pay  thciii  well 
to  take  thf  chaiK'c.  Hf  tlirt\s  a  |)r(>i)(r  scan;  into  Noel 
Saijalis.  Well,  I  imi^t  ^vl  al'tc-r  the  old  boy  a>  soon  hs 
1  t'('(l  Ik  \n\  strodifcr  i>n  my  lt';^'s.  Will  you  he  Iiltc  to 
1   n\  me  a  hiuid  in  tlu;  cli.i-f  ;    do  you  thii\k  ?  " 

■■  I  think  so,  "  replied  H>)l).      ""  i  hope  so. 

"Don't   y'lii   know'.''      \'«>ii  are  a  iiccv  man,    l?o!).'" 

'■  IJut    I'm    nstlcss." 

■■  Tliat  is  natural  cnouuh.  Wi.at  do  you  think  of  luy 
new  cousins,  tile  dc  l;i  Rewards  '.''  Vou  know  them, 
(jiiiri    vou  '.''     Some  cousins,   what  .' 

"  Ves.  I  think  they  are  very  intere>tintr  people." 

•"Tliat's  wliat    I   th()uj,'ht   y.ui   th<.ught.   Hob." 

■■  Wluit  do  you  mean,  Jiui  .''  "' 

■■  1  mean  that  an_\-  man  wlii  was  lucky  cnout,'h  to 
know  that  younij  woman  would  thmk  her  interestinj^. 

■  S,'c  J  '  re,  Jim.  if  you  want  mc  to  tell  you  honie- 
thmu.  ask  mc.  Hut  \  ou  needn't  trouble  yourself.  I'll 
tell  yiu  what  you  evidently  want  to  know,  as  we  are 
old  fi  'ids.  I  nut  Mr.  lic  la  I{cw;ird  once,  in  London. 
I  calle  i  on  him-  and  he  returned  the;  call  to-day.  1 
have  niver  met  or  spoken  io  the  ^'iil,  Init  I  havt;  seen 
her.  I  saw  her  in  a  c:-ow<l,  in  a  public  place,  iu  Lomhtn. 
She  looked  at  mc  and  1  looked  at  her  -  and  a  fat  man 
stamped  on  my  toes,  ami  a  thin  lady  picked  my  pockets, 
Without  distracting,'  ni)'  attention.  I  looked  some  more 
and  she  looked  some  more.  1-atcr  1  saw  her  afjain 
under  very  similar  circumstances  :  and  again  she  looked 
at  me  a-id  I  looked  at  her.' 

•■  W-  re  Sou  drunk  Y  " 

■■  I  wasn't  :  &\id  I  don't  think  le-  was.  She  didn't 
look  it." 
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"  Ami  flicii  you  li.'ij)])(;n((l  to  iiifit  lur  r;illur."' 
'■  \o.  I  (lidirt.  Tom  sliadourd  tli(  in.  tracked  tliciu 
lioiiic.  Iraiucd  his  iiaiiic  and  looked  liiin  up  in  IHk/s 
li  ltd.  Thru  I  calh'd  -  in  cold  I)1'H)i1  ;  and  in  cold  blood 
I  i)r.f(iidrd  that  I  wanted  to  know  if  .Mr.  John  de  la 
Itewar  1  was  related  t(j  my  friend  .Mr.  James  Heward  c)f 
New  ^'ork.  John  and  I  hit  it  (.ff  very  well  tcjgctiur; 
and  he  j)romiscd  to  in\i1c  me  to  dinner  ;  and  1  iefi  my 
adtlress  with  him.  The  dinner  invit;.tion  ne\-er  e;inie, 
So  I  ealk'il  ;iyain  ami  f"und  tlu-m  ^'oiie.  Th<n  I  renieni- 
heird  what  lie  had  said  al)out  his  eoii>,in  in  the  woods  ; 
und  that  is  th<-  wjiojc  story.  I  liojx-  you  like  it  Jim  — 
and  I  (h)n't  ^u\c  a  damn  if  yon  do  or  not  I  If  yuu  are 
point,'  to  c  ill  nu'  a  fool  I "11  sa\'e  you  tJir  tronMe  by  apree- 
ini,'  with  you  licfore  you  s:iy  it.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
may  as  well  tell  you  now  that  I  don't  cousidi'r  my  j,'oinjfs 
aiiil  eominifs  to  he  a.ny  i)iisiness  of  yours.  I  ;im  niv  own 
niaslcr  ;  and  what  iiioik  y  I  have  is  my  own  ;  and  wlun 
I  m-cd  nion-  I'll  m;;kc  it." 

Don't  knock  me  ai»out  your  moiicv,  Uoh.  for  I 
stood  your  frinid  in  that  matter  from  the  Ijejfinninf,'.  I 
Want  \i,  t  dk  business  with  ymi  to-morrow,  if  \ou  feel 
iij)  lo  it  by  then.  Husiuv-ss.  mind  y<iu  ;  for  I  don't  think 
this  other  matter  is  worth  talkinj,'  about.  I  ha\e  heard 
of  titrhteeii-N  ear-old  bo\s  doiiiif  that  sort  of  lliiiiL' — 
aii'l  iiaif-wits  and  ordinary  damn  fools.  \o  si^nc  man 
'■oald  take  it  vei'iously  enoiiuli  to  waste  live  words  on  it. 
1  Mipj)ose  yi.u  hive  done  the  s.iiuc  sort  of  thinp  lit'ty 
times  duriiiLj  the  war.  Rot  !  I'ure  idiocy  I  So  utterly 
foolish  as  to  i)e  harmless.  If  I  saw  a.n\dliinL'  to  worry 
about  I  mLdit  take  it  serion-^h-.  .So  we  won't  talk  about 
it." 
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■"  Hiuhto  :      III    that    cast',    may    I    ask    if  yo\i    have 

rii 

tiiiishtul  tellin;,'  nu-  all   the  thing's  you  aren't  <,'"i"Ji  *" 

'a' 

say  ab(Hit  it  '.'  "' 

ni 

•'  Goixl-niyht,  Hut)." 

la 

'■  Goud-niylit,    Jim.     Duii't    fi.rirci    llu"   l)iisiiu->>.-5    talk 

Df 

t.«-inuni)\v.     Hv  the  \\ay.   is  it    my   husiiKs^,  or  your's 

ut.'  arc  to  discuss  '.' 

■■  What  arc  you  driviufi  at  ?     Vo'.irs.  of  course." 
■•  Just  as  you  say.  Juu.     If  I  have  any  business  that 
vou  know  auythini,'  al)out.  wdl  discuss  it  -hut  if  y<  u  • 
nil.   fori^et    it  I      (io  to   lied. 

Hob  SayUr  kept   to  his  tent   all   thr  next   dny.     His 

t'iice  was  much  better.  l)ut  his  head  was  so  sore  tliat  it 

hurt  like  a  tootlviche  riuht  through  to  his  eye^.     James 

IJeward    did    not    call    to   discuss    Bob's    business,    but 

was  kci>t  to  his  bunk  by  ;i  sli<;ht  return  of  l\\c-r  and  the 

iiaid  hand  of  old  Jessie.      Hceent  excitement  had  been 

1u(t  much  for  him  in  his  enfci-bleil  state— and  perhaps 

the  bacon  had   bet  n  an   iniliscrt-tioii.     The  day   passed 

i|iuetl>-.     Ji'hn  tie  la  IJewanl  told  his  new  ct)iisin  that  it 

v\a>   his    liiiii    intention   to   remain    on   the   creek   until 

I'oddinijton   was   fouiid.     Jt.hn   also   paid   a   short    and 

ehcery  call  on   Hol>.   took  a   short   walk   in   the  woods, 

went    for  a  swim,  e\ehanm-d  a  ft  w  of  his  views  on  life 

Aith    Je     ie    and    wrote    three    liases    of   Duul   (itUtiah 

and   live  of  Fdiiiilij  Dt.^Cini.       .June  ami   Mr.   MucLean 

went  fishinir  in  the  mornin!,'.  j^niardvil    by  Amos  Din^dc 

with  tlie  ride  and  Tom  Snieken.     Nod  Sabatis  kept  close 

to   his    mother's    scanty    skirts    and    looked    fre(piently 

over  his  shoulder.     Poor  N'oei  \      Ili^  neek  was  stiff  and 

i>aiMfiil  and   his  nerves  were  on  cdLf. 

Tlie  lishinii  was  fair.     Two  small  salmon  and  u  flozen 
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li  iir-|)uiiii(l  troiif  \s.--c  cnimlit  :  hnt  t  i^  was  not  (jond 
i..i:(»u^''i  I' a-  Mr.  .Mjfl.cui.  li.-  \\;i^  a^-i-ns  .,mi-.l  to  larv''  r 
gaiMc.  aii'l  .aid  Ml.  II,-  CMii -,(|iT((l  I'isliir  (n^'k  a  pour 
pici-c  (>r  wiilc!'.  and  aid-o.  Tiuiiist  ti-hiiiu  in  tin- wi.rld 
w  >>  net  .-MitiMi,'  en  Mudi  I'm!-  },Mn.  lie  said,      lie  \sas  n^rd 
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111  a   spif-  •■{'  dan<:cr   in   it.     .Innc   paid    i 
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t  I  1       -j  M  J| 

■■^'''■i''i":i  *■'  iiiin.  IJi..:..|i  cMi-y  K|-i,,|||,|,.  \\;i^  aiJilM^scd 
to  lici-  acio~.  til,-  naiio,,  stiip  ..i'  ual<'|-  ir;  t\v((ii  tlic  two 
'liit't  iiiif  caiioi  ~. 

I :  :l  l^  cxc, 1 1  iiK  lit  \ ,  ,11  .11 ,.  1  ,.,kii|.r  I',  ,|-_  sir.  .'ill  \  l»|^\•(■ 


ot   t. 


I  do   IS   -n  t  .'J  .(  i:i 


I'   t'  M  n.il'  .  up  -trcani.  nnariii!,!.  and 
'"!"■"''    ''"■   I'i'li!    adioi,-   til  ■:■(•.■■    s;ii,|   'r,,iii   .Snick. ii. 

l*''".''-  r<plu,l  t  hi  iiii:.ht\  )i;nil<r.  lilai  rinu'  ucio'-s 
•'''  ""■  ii"l'-  '■'■ll"^.-  wlio  liiaua^rd  th--  iipp(  r  ],..|d  on  his 
pad  II.  \>y  ;:rippiiu  *wtii  h.s  <h.o\v  m  tcil  .,|'  witli  his 
hand. 

■■  luaily   ai;fi    hid'/.""   aiis\(i<(l   Toin. 
Diinni:  tiic  al't,  in.„,ii.  .Inn,'  mm  I  T'.ni  and  a^kcd  w  hv 
Ik'  ii  id   l.t'cn   iMil'-  t'i  Mr.   ^lal■l,l•.■^ll. 

■■   n.-r;i:iN,       |      d,,ut      !ikr     llUll.      M,s,     .j,       1.,      Kcuaid,'" 

^;iid  'I'.ini. 

•■  l;-;!     a1i>   •.'  ■■    du     a.k.'d. 

i  ''.nd  1  n'.\'.  \  .-I  mil.  ..  il  is  tin  I  \u-  r.  miiids  inc  ol' 
Ji  scr;|vMiit-iiiaj,,r  I  ,,iir.  I.m  '%  I,.  ii,\  i-.,sl  hut  I  |Vil 
that   i!   1 ,  ii;  ,ii-  t  han  Ih  it  .'" 

Th''  c.iiiip  na>  .ini.l  liy  Ln  o'i|,.'!v  tlial  iinjlil.  At 
(•!t'\-cn-lhirt\-  the  ilih:il>ila!,:  -  .,!'  Ih.  t.nU  \'.  n.  aw  ai..  n.-d 
hy  sjiiiil  \.-!|^.  T  II  y  Inini-d  out  and  riishcij  to  thr 
^''■^■•■'  '.'.  il."  Ih's  I'.. I, lid  ,>1,1  .hs-if  Sal. at  is  y,  ||iii:r  and 
li^'htut!.;-  a  hiT  that  ciiilrd  and  i.  anl  a'.'ain- I  t'.-  ..ntcr 
wail   on   til-  idf. 


(  FIATTKH    XM 


Tinisf;    TO    iM'.Mr.Mnr." 


...  A.JOH  AIU  in'.lJ  \\  \I.1.\(  !■:  w.-.s  ;il  ..!i".-..ih  ..ffho 
i  VI  nios^  lisn-]))  il>lr  aii'l  flic  i-f  t  lir  ni'  I'-l  iiii})i'i\  ioii^  of 
tncii  inipcrv  iiiii--  to  llif  mmdNiiiLr  tliiiKinds  of  u-.w  .-md 
Misccpf  jliic  tu  till'  <<iiiall\  iimi<l\  iiiLt  inllii'iircs  of 
I'liiiinin''     charm-. 

The  -nil  ol'ii  \vcli-to-(h)  New  \'  nkcr  of  an  aihciitiu-oiis 
(hspiisitiun.  Archer  hft'l  l)i'i  n  lircd  c:irl\  to  a  straitrhf- 
thinkinL'.  sf  r.amlit -hitliiiL'.  hard  richnj.'  \\iiy  of  hfc  :  and 
Ml.  |)iMm|ilcd  l)v  lichcf>  and  'ast(>  that  had  Iccn  hntn 
an<l  lirod  in  him.  he  had  joined  a  I-at tah^n  ot"  I'anadia:! 
int'a:itr\-  in  iiu  carl\  da;/^  <<f  thr  (ircat  War.  lie  liad 
s(i\('(l  with  ih>tinctiiin  aliont  \  |>rc-.  !  d'orc  Mc-^incs, 
on  tlu-  .Soiunic.  at  an<l  around  N'imy  and  atrnin  in  tlie 
north,  .\dinircd  atid  hivcd  h\  hi  >  comrades  of  all  r.'inks. 
•Mid  pointed  ont  liv  them  as  one  who  li\cd  a  charmed 
hl'c  ('Ain't  I  seen  stuff  ho)*  off  him  ;  s  if  he  wns  a  pill- 
hox."  <>nid  a  scr'icant  whose  word  it  would  ln'  suicule 
to  (juestioii)  he  at  last  suffered  a  teiritic  experience 
\\hieh  no  .>ue  less  hard)  ani!  Ie>s  lucky  would  ha\e 
sur\ived  for  a  da\  .  Aicher  side  stepped  the  erii'-e  and 
recovi  red  his  healih.  side-stepped  insanit\  and  recovered 
his  wits  ;   and  t  hen,  tindme  himself  w  h.ih  a^ain  in  i\  cry- 
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tiling?  hilt  moiiuirv.  he  went  chocTfuIIy  al)OMt  the  business 
of  lil'c  jiml  lioj)C(i  j'i)r  (he  I. est.  Ill-  comforted  himself 
nith  the  rell('eti(  ii  that  licyomi  a  doubt  inaiiy  of  the 
IhiuL's  for<;ottei»  wvvr  better  not   leiiieiiibeiecb 

\iv  sodu  (iiseo\(red  that  li<ld  liicinorirs  came  back 
to  him  easily,  'i'li  see  one  faee  familiar  to  him  in 
rranf-e  and  Manders  w,  s  t<i  jrive  back  to  his  brair.,  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  all  his  old  knowlerl^'c  of  a 
battery  or  a  balt.dion  or  sfiue  particular  lif,dit  or  niorry- 
makin^'.  'J'his  disco\cry  caused  him  anxiety  at  first, 
for  he  h  (I  no  ui^h  to  reinemb<r  the  del  lis  of  'Jiat 
ferrih;-  expeneiiee  Ihil  h.id  crushed  und  tortui'ij  Iiis 
mind  to  blaiikness  :  but  reas.iu  e(.nd"orted  him  on  that 
score.  ii<iintin{,'  o\it  that  as  he  \sas  the  s,,le  sur\i\"or  of 
thd  experienec  he  N\as  safe  from  the  inisehaiiei-  of  an 
munuiiatin!,'  euei.un'er.  ile  iciueml ;ei<'d  his  ])re-\\ar 
j)ast--e\  eryt  hmi/  up  \<>  hi-  (irsf  \\<^\\\  ;  and  ius  ti^^dits 
e::me  back  I"  hiiu  iii  eireum '<'iibed  ImiI  L^lnwiuL'  pictures 
as  he  met  li^hlin;,'  cinuades.  Um  the  key  to  his  piiitdv 
peaceful  days  and  uichts  of  war-linie  hfe  seemed  to  Ite 
iirevocabl\-  l..>t.  lb-  ku<.  w  that  he  harl  ^'one  on  lea\r 
to  I'jijrlaiid  (»u  '^\'^ry  oppurtunity — unee  in  'b').  twice 
in  "Hi  well.  Ip.e  i.r  -ix  times  in  all:  au'i  >et  for  all 
]\r  c.r.i!  leniendxr  of  those  wnnd.Tful  ll.i'-iiesof  life 
he  mi!/ht  J  isf  as  well  have  remained  with  his  battali(»n. 
Not  a  balh,  iii't  .1  dmner.  not  .1  show  cnuld  In  remembrr 
of  all    ill-   ie;!\<s:     ;,ii<i    he    knew    himself  well   emni^h    to 

suspect    that    he    li  i<l    fur^'otten    someJhiiiy   e\-en    more 
v.orlli  while  than  dinners  and  shows. 

One  at'ternoon  fii<  ^btJ.ll  went  to  sev^  the  pii^dity 
hunter,  because  he  felt  rt  sfl.  s.,  .nid  b.ire<l  with  him«-«^d}. 
and  could   not    think  of  an\  t  Inn;,'  be»ter  tu  do  at       laf 


MOOXSIITXK 


17.3 


particiiliir  moment.  He  was  in  that  mood  when  even 
the  chani^e  from  l;einp  bored  l>y  oneself  to  i)einy  tj  issed 
l)\'  someone  eKe  is  a  relief.  His  l>afr  was  ready  picked 
fo;  <he  seaside,  at  .v  certain  point  r.f  whicli  he  had 
an.'n;;ed  to  come  in  contact  with  his  ile\oted  parents 
some  time  durinj,'  tlie  next  d  i\  .  liut  he  was  iint  keen 
about  the  sciside,  or  about  any  place  in  particular.  He 
was  lonely  for  a  life  that  he  and  the  world  had  outlived 
and  a  company  that  had  disj;«rscd.  How  gr.o('  to 
him  iiKiV  would  look  the  worst  Canadian  infmtrynian 
\\  lio  h  .(1  ever  served  with  liim.  how  wise  ;ind  sjinc  the 
tliirhtiest  sidrltt-ni  who  had  ever  argued  with  lum.  how 
reasonui)le  and  dear  even  a  divisional  crinunan.dcr 
l"okini;  hopefidly  f'>r  pohsherl  brass  in  the  (iic-trench. 
\'i'i  who  knew  theiu  know  I 

He  e.dli-d  dii  l,in  MacI.ean  brc.iusc  the  mi^dity  hunter's 
stories  .-du.iys  amuse(l  him.  <  >r  wns  it  the  ui.'U  hiiiiself 
\v  ho  .unused  him  '.' 

The  butler  came  to  thr  door  .uiti  informed  the  Major 
thit   Mr.   MacLe.iii  li.d  yonc  away. 

Tiien  liea\en  help  !lie  lions  and  tij^'ei,  I  "  pxehiimetl 
.\ieher. 

■  Vou  are  mist  iken.  sir."  .said  tlir  buMer  lie  };as 
j,'oii(  to  Cm.;!!'!,  witii  Mr.  hkI  Miss  de  hi  Hew  .i(|.  who 
were  our  quests  for  a  time,  sir.  He  has  t  ikeii  a  number 
of  lishinij-rodN.' 

■•  Mr.  .b'lm  de  I;!  Hew  ird  '.'  " 

■  I'he  s.'une.  sir.      A  very  great  m:'n.     They  have  j^otie 

t  I    ;v    j)Iaee    called    I'isher    (reek.    sir.    "ii    tie-    'J'.,! m- 

Hiver.  in  New    Hiunswiek." 

Arclifu-  Went  to  his  club.  w;ilkini!  all  the  w.tv  with  an 
lit  rospreti\-e    l.x^k     in     his    eye        lit      ;  several 
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priiplr  lie  knew  \\!lli'i;i(  scfini,'  fiinr..  II"'  ^al  fi'T  n, 
l')ii<r  tiiur  in  III''  silent  iTii(!iii^-r(."iii  uitli  il  iio's  Who 
'ij)cii  hcfDrc  him.  Sii(lil<rily  In-  start'  I  \i<'l<!itly  \n  his 
rhnir  so  violciitK'  thai  a  ^'f  lit |rni;  ii  rca<ii!iL,'  a  ii(iii?ui 
volume  (if  Pmirh  a^  a  iiear-li\'  tahle  lot  i cd  ii]>  e!i(|uiiiii!'!\-. 
What  fhe  nader  of  I'lmch  -aw  ctused  luiri  to  f  ,s\\  ,tly 
to  Jiis  iVet  a!i(l  liieak  the  mil'  ot' sil(  nee. 

"Are  you  ill.  Wallaee  ■.'  ■'  he  rv\ri].  stauuu  :  aivl 
even  a-  h''  stainl  the  roli'ur  eaiiu  1  a<'k  to  the  olher'.-i 
fa<'e. 

■"  \o.  Tni  all  iifht.  thank-. ■■  replie<i  .\ii'her.  nmIii  an 
eniliana^seij -mile.  ■  Heimni!'  red  voui!  '  liiie-  Middclily, 
tliat's  a!l  soiiict  hiUL'  iiiip"r1aii'  th;i'  !  had  tonjotleii 
ever  sine.-  1  \\a->  hurt  that  tinie.  y«.u  l^n''\<. 

He  wen!  out  o|'  tin  io..:m  hurriedlv.  le;i\inu'  tlu  fat 
red  lio.ik  o])e)i  on  the  tal>'e.  'I'lie  nader  <'\'  J'iniih  left 
his  ov  n  t.al'li-  and  siUL'ht  in  vain  m  tin-  t  \'  o  pat'e-  under 

his    e\r    t'nr    a    slIt^'.festioM    Couei'I  llilPJ    til''    nalPle    i1     liie 

Major's  sudden  memory. 

Arehi-r  \^(nt  !o  his  rooiiis  and  pact-.' il  !  w  o  more  1  au's 
and  still  a  Imi;^  le|(<_'iani  t>t  his  ipollHr.  Ih  tiird  to 
(piiel    his   h<a:  !    ami    stead-,    his   hiain    \\iih    ^^l:l-k^. 

On  till'  t  lain  lietureu  Ni  w  ^■.llkau'l  i'ostoi.  the  ciiair 
aeros'.  thr  ai-h-  I'loni  Arelu  r"s  ehan-  was  occupied  hy  a 
vountj  \' oman  of  rnusujilh  at!  raeti\e  appi  inance. 
Aielier  noticed  h«  r.  in  -pitr  ..t"  the  excifenierit  ol'  that 
sudden  uiipctrtant  iii<  inoiw  Teihaps  his  (\<'iten:')it 
sh..\\(  d  in  hi  .  I'aee,  lor  ouee  in  ijlane-  d  at  hi  r  and  t'ound 
le  I  looking'  Hi  h;ni.  Hut  th.t'  dKliTf  hapj.i-n  aiiain. 
Archer  found  his  seal  in  the  l'ullmi>n  on  the  iiorth-hoiind 
train  from  Mostoji.  sat  ilown  m  it  for  hu^r  ciiou;di  to  Id! 
his  (  .irar«  tie  ciise  from  a  Itox  jp  nui   ■■!  his  bajjs.  and  tlicti 
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st.ufcd  r  r  the  smokc-rooin  at  tlio  cud  of  tlu;  car.  He 
inailc  iiih  st<'j»  -and  then  hi^  i^lancc  encountered,  for 
a  liaetion  ni'  n  stc.md,  flie  j^lunce  of  an  extraordinarily 
att  i;ieti\  (•-Iiiolviiii^f  yoiinj,'  woman  in  th<-  scat  opptrsitc. 
It  was  tiie  i,'iil  iiftjie  eliair  across  fho  way.  .She  was  the 
!ii>,t  to  'oicak  tlif  ^fiance,  wiiieh  was  in  danger  of  Itcconi- 
tiiiS  a  stare.  Archer  made  anoth<r  start  and  reached  tlic 
siiii)|xcr. 

A  frei^'lit  train  f^ocs  from  a  town  that  icposcs  at  a  point 
'ijihty  mil"  s  from  the  south  of  the  iiij;  river  man\'  mdes 
farther  up  to  thi  \  illat'e  of  I'l.ister  Hock.  Its  accommo- 
dation for  j)assfii:,f(i  -  is  nut  cxtcJisivc  or  chihordc,  hnt 
there  Is  no  hiw  or  lAcdaw  ai'aiiist  vonr  huviii"  a  ticket 
and  ti\inir  it-  In  speed  it  has  the  ;i\cra^rc  Icavc-train 
lietwecn  HcthuHi-  and  I'onlonrne  hcaten  liy  scverai  miles 
ill  t  111   In  lur. 

Ai-elier  Wallace  eidered  that  part  of  the  tiain  that 
st.'iMds  for  someone's  e\pressi,.n  of  passenger  aceoiu- 
iiiiMl.ition  and  immc(iiateiy  heh(  id  his  opposite 
ii'Miil.er  of  tjie  j»arloiir-car  and  the  I'ldlman.  .She 
^al  with  h'-r  attractive  Itacl:  to  hiru.  si\  scats 
iroin  the  do  u.  Ife  he>-date«l  f..|-  a  moment, 
then  went  feuward.  confr. -nted  her  faiii\  .and  lifted 
his  hat. 

!'|i'a>e  don't  think  tha'  I  am  tiyiiii:  ♦■•  '»e  fresh."  he 
""'lid.  "■  It  i>  all  chance,  .is  far  a^  !  .uii  comcriicd.  I 
am  hound   f'-r   Plaster   l{oek." 

She  sunled  ;    and  he  s.i^  down  in  fr-nt  of  \\iv. 
•So  am  I,"  she  said. 

Hut  I  think  it  is  a  junipin>j  «>ff  place  for  lishiiit,'  and 
•ill    'lia  -f  tliinu'."    he  M»id.      "  IVoplc   usually   tjo 

111   parties.    I    hclievc." 
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'•  My  party  is  ulrcHtly  up  there  somewhere,  and 
I  am  to    be  met   by    a  guide  and  a  eanne  at    IMaster 

Uoek." 

"  Vou  are  lucky.     I  am  K'<^ing  u[)  in  search  of  peui)k' 

who  are  not  exjiecting  nie.'' 

"•  That  is  a  service  Itad^'c.  isn't  it  Y  " 

•"  \es.  I  doirt  wear  jt  usually,  there  ar^.  su  many 
badges  of  sorts  knocking  about  town  ;  but  1  [)ut  it  up 
last   night.     It  is  a  Canadian   badge."' 

'■  1  thought  you  wen-  an  American." 

"  I  am  though  I  t;ant  unagine  how  you  guessed  it. 
Ihit  1  I'ougiit  With  tlie  Caiuidians.  My  name  is  Wallace 
and  my  home  is  Nt:w  \  ork.  ' 

"]  used  to  know  a  New  \'<»rk  man  \\]u>  joineii  an 
English  regiment.  I  wonder  d  y(ju  nii-t  him  over  there. 
It  sounds  silly,  1  know— but  there  is  just  a  eiiance  tlmt 

you  did."' 

'•  A  chance  in  several  millions.  No,  the  chance  is 
less  than  that— the  chance  <»1"  knowing  it  1  mi  t  him. 
at  hast,  lor  my  memory  is  not  what  it  usetl  to  I'c.  liut 
I'll  do  my  best.' 

•'  His  name  is  Robert  .Sayle,  and  he  was  a  captain 
when  1  last  heard  "f  him.  and  they  gave  him  a  Military 
I'riiss." 

••  .S;iyk  ,'  That  IS  the  name,  ot  course  1  .So  you  have 
seen  him  lately,  and  he  has  tolii  you  ai^.ut  our  meetings 
;ind  thr  dinutr  I  gave  him.      Isii  t  that  so  .'  " 

1  ha\rn"t  seen  luni  l"<>r  y<  ars  ;  and  I  am  sure 
ihiIhuIv  has  ever  mentioned  >i.u  to  me.  Hut  yo\i 
know    lum  .' 

••  1  have  luet  liun  fwiec  the  Hrst  time  at  N'miy,  two 
vears  ago.  and  the  other  day  -n  N<  w  York.     N^w  that 


MOOXSniXE 


179 


I  come  to  think  of  it,  lie  may  be  somewhere  up  in  these 
woods,  for  he  told  me  hi-  was  i^oing  north  to  Xew 
lirunswiek,  to  a  j)hiee  ealled  Fisherman's  (reek— or  it 
may  havi-  F)een  Fishfr  (reck.  I  won(K'r  if  it  u as 
Fish.'r  Creek  ?  " 

■■  Hut  don't  you  know  ?  " 

'■  I  don't,  lionest.  I  (hchi't  pay  uuieh  atttntion  to 
what  he  said  at  tlie  time,  and  only  rcmcmhtird  it  after- 
wards." 

He  told  her  of  his  encounter  with  Moh  .Savie  on  Lower 
Tifth  .V\i'nue  and  of  the  dijuier  in  liob's  honour  at 
which    Ian    MaeLean,  the    mi^jhty    liunter,  had   been  a 

truest. 

**  And  now  I  am  wonderinrr  if  he  doesn't  liappen  to 
l)(  a  member  of  ttie  party  you  are  K'oing  to  join  ?  "  he 
concluded. 

■"  Then  you  had  better  wonder  about  something  else, 
for  he  df)esn't  liappen  to  be  one;  of  my  party,"  she  replied. 
"  If  he  is  on  th(;  river,  it  is  news  to  me.  I'ntil  you  told 
me  that  you  had  seen  him  recently  in  Xcw  \ork,  I 
thoui»ht  he  was  still  in  Kni,dand.  J{ut  whv  did  vou 
mention  Fisher  Cn-ck.  if  he  told  yo.i  he  was  j^'oing  to 
Fi>h(rman's  Creek  ?  What  do  vou  know  of  FisJier 
(reck  •.'  " 

•■X"tliiiig  beyond  the  fact  that  it  is  my  destination. 
I  don  t  suppose  it  happens  to  l>e  yours,  too,  by  any 
happy  ehan<<'  ?  " 

"  In  th.-t  rase  we  may  meet  again."  she  replied,  and 
looked  t  lioughtfidly  out  of  the  window. 

Archer,  too,  suddeidy  felt  introspect ivels-  inclined. 
He  excuse.l  himself  and  went  forward  1o  the  ba.r,r;i(fe 
car  and  ,iad  a  sm..ke  with  the  conductor.     He  wuiidered 
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wliy  the  ^irl  li;vl  not  toM  liiiu  her  n;im(\  She  liad 
tuh'l  iiMtluii<:  aliniit  herself  iK-t  even  the  name  of  the 
iilaee  she  was  Im>iiii<I  for  heyoml  IMa'-ter  Hoek.  W  liat 
(U-l  -he  sus])eef  hini  of.'  She  luul  seemed  friendly 
(•Mniii,di.  When  he  iitmin-d  to  the  ..thef  ear  lu-  found 
t''e  yiii  preteiidinir  to  lie  asleep.  He  knew  she  was 
l)reteiirlniLr.  l)eeanse  h.r  head  did  not  roll  and  shp  idioiit 
ajfaiiist  tjic  haek  ofthese.it  with  th-'  roekiiiL' and  j.iltiiif,' 

of  the  tram.      She  lnld  it  ( iposed  .and  mot  loidess.  hut 

with  a  muscular  effort  that  was  jxreept  ihl<-  to  a  <'lose 
()b>er\ir.  So  he  seated  himself  a  lon^'  way  off  and  pre- 
tended to  read  a  hook.  Sportive  jumps  of  the  train 
frr(iueallv  e.ime  within  a  lirmer-pmeh  of  yaid^int'  the 
volume  aw.av  from  him  hut  he  hecame  iiKli^^nant  and 
stuhhorn  and  stuck  to  it.  When  tiie  yirl  preteiuled  to 
wake  uj).  he  closed  the  l>ook  and  pretended  to  sleep  ; 
and  while  he  ]>retended  to  sl<-ep  he  fhoutjht  of  the 
nma/.iiiK  cause  of  lus  journey  to  Fi-her  (reek.  He 
thoui^dit  of  .June  de  la  Heuanl  and  London,  jrradually 
reeallinu  to  mind  more  and  more  of  these  t  hiniis.  lint 
he  did  not  reiuemticr  all.  and  he  failed  to  yet  .lune'.s 
fivee  clear  for  niv n-  than  a  second  at  a  time  to  his  mind's 

eye. 

At  last  .Vreh<'r  aetually  went  to  sleep.  Hut  it  was  not 
hir  loiiu'.  No  sooner  wci-e  his  muscles  thorou^dily  relaxed 
and  his  watchful  l)rain  off  wool-^atherin^f  than  an 
e\(U'ptionall\  \  loleiit  and  tricky  jolt  ami  scjuirm  eomhined 
shot  him  hall-way  out  of  the  scat.  He  })ulled  iiim^elf 
toj^i-ther  and  looked  at  the  ^'irl.  She  l.iUf,dietl.  He 
staL'i;ered  toward  her. 

•■  \'i>u  took  a  i:r;i\c  risk  when  you  really  let  yoursell 
go  to  slei'p."'  she  said. 
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•liist  then  the  train  cninnK'ncod  hninpint,'  itself  to  a 
standstill.  Koiir  humps  ami  three  jniiips  and  a  clatter- 
Iw^  slide  l)ii)iii,'ht  it  t(t  rest  amid  ])iles  of  sawn  liuiiher. 
Tlie  ciindiietor  looked  in  from  the  liaL'u'a.ire  car  and 
iMinoiUKH'd  Piaster  Hock.  A  larue.  hearded  man  enteretl 
and  murmured  a  feu-  words  to  th(  Ljiri  and  then  pieked 
up  her  tiays.  Slu'  followed  him  from  the  train  to  the 
platform,  without  a  \vor(l  of  farewell  to  .Major  .\reher 
Wallace. 

The  I'i;,'  fellow  with  the  heard  was  Amns  I)in;;le.  who 
had  receivc<l  .^I^.  John  de  la  Reward's  permission  to 
cnn\(^y  .Mr.  James  Kc'vard  from  Fisher  Crck  to  the 
\illaj,'e  and  l»aek  af;ain.  Amos  had  served  his  country 
al)road  with  shaven  chm  and  cheeks  ,  hut  now  he  let 
hair  jjrow  on  him  wherescr  it  saw  fit.  in  the  first 
reaction  of  unmihtary  conditions  tr>in<j  to  hide  a 
(.rood  soldier  behind  wild  l)ut  indifferent  whiskers. 
Hut  he  shaved  them  off  aj^ain  before  autunni  atul 
fou^dit  a  man  from  across  the  lu-iyht-of-land  for 
refusitiLj  to  believe  that  he  had  Ijcen  a  serj,n'ant  in 
the  army. 

Amos  led  .Mice  Reward  straijjht  throujjh  the  village 
and  beyond  it  to  where  the  canoe  lay  half  out  of  the 
water  bf-hind  a  scre<'n  of  wilhtws.  Near  the  cai»oe  sat  a 
man  wiffiout  whiskc-rs  or  moustache,  smoking'  a  ci^'ar. 
lie  was  framc<l  as  IultIi  and  liroad  as  .\mos.  but  lie 
carried  just  enouijh  tlesh  to  keep  his  skin  from  sticking; 
to  his  bones.  He  wore  one  arm  in  a  sliu^  ;  and  upon 
eitchint,'  sii/ht  of  .\licc  which  was  not  until  she  had 
riiiuiiled  the  willows  within  a  fi'w  yards  of  him  he 
juiriped  to  hi^  frrt  and  emliraeed  her  with  his  free  arm. 
.slie  struLTL'lcd  vjolentlv. 
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'■  (...(1(1  in  avciis  !  ■■  lie  ciicfl.  ■  ^\'<'n't  you  let  your 
poor  f;itli(i-  ki'^s  \(>u  ?  "  ""  I  didn't  know  you,'"  shr 
said.  ■■  How  ill  \()U  iiinst  lia\'c  liccn.  poor  man  !  \<ni 
used  to  lie  so  tliick  and  now  :  ))iit  yon  look  \cr\'  dis- 
tint,Miivln(|  a'^  you  arc.  da(l."" 

'■  .M\-  child,  feast  \()ur  (•> cs  now  on  my  distintruisluvl 
ai)p('aran(:('  while  xcu  have  the  chance,  for  III  he  as 
thick  and  undist  inuniislied  as  ever  I  was  in  three  weeks' 
time.  !l"  eating'  (;\ crythini:  I  can  lay  my  hands  on  will 
thick'  n  me." 

The  sun  was  at  the  c'k'e  of  the  western  hills.  They 
emharked  :  the  father  and  dau<,diter  amidships,  hack 
to  hack,  Alices  liai/ijaLTe  in  the  how.  and  .Vmos  l)in;_de 
in  the  stern  to  do  the  work.  Tlu-y  were  to  nn  ashore  in 
an  hour  or  so  and  hoil  the  kctHe  and  dine  in  peace.  In 
the  meantime  .Mice  ate  soda  cr.ickers  ;vnd  chei-sc  which 
Amos  had  houudit  at  the  store  for  her  and  drank  linie- 
jui('e  from  a  tiask. 

James  told  his  dau<jlitcr  the  truth  al>out  liis  wounded 
shoulder  and  the  present  situation  and  suspect e<l  nuiital 
condition  of  her  L'ran(lfather.  He  sketched  his  own 
cluldliood  and  I'oddinirti  n"s  cliaraeter  liLditly.  Tlie 
information  concerning'  her  trrandfatlicr  was  a  sliock  to 
Alice,  for  all  she  had  evi-r  hear.l  hefore  of  her  father's 
ori«,'in  w.is  thai  it  was  hcith  humhle  and  rural.  .latncs 
told     iicr    not     to    feel    t.io    hadlv    ahout     her     Hewanl 


"The  Hewards  were  trreat  folk  in  the  past,  and  in 
Enu'land  they  are  ureal  folk  still."  he  said  :  and  he  told 
her  of  (  ousin  .lohn  who  e\ en  now  sat  writing;  by  candle 
lif^ht  in  a  tent  on  I'isher  (reek,  of  John's  adopted 
daughter  .Iimc,   and   of  all  J(.hn   liad   told   lum   of  the 
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iiiilhlv  icspcctafile  and  soinctiiiics  (listiiiKiiiNlu-<l  family 
of  .!(;"  l.i  IJcuanl.  He  talked  of  eld  Jfssir  Sahati>,  wli<» 
had  doetorcd  and  nursed  liini  with  so  much  skill  and 
(lcvoti..r>.  and  -'f  her  .-Id  snn  S'>v\  who  had  bt-cn  a 
crony  nf  l'.)d(lin;rt.,n"s  for  years.  l>ut  who  now  lived  in 
tirn.r  everv  moment  of  hi^  ex-companion.  Last  ol  all, 
he  informed  her  of  the  fact  that  Hob  Saylc  was  «.n  Fisher 

Creek. 

Alice  started  slightly,  but  did  not  speak  immediately. 

'•  Did  you  send  for  him  •'  "'  she  asked,  after  a  silence 
during,'  which  James  puffed  with  nervous  haste  at  his 
ei^jar. 

•■  .\i).  lb-  came  here  without  any  hint  or  suggestion 
on    m\     part -not    knowing    I    was   anywhere    in    this 

country."' 

••  It    was   ehanee,    then  ?  " 

He  let  that  p  iss.  pretending  not  to  hear  it. 

'■  V..U  rememi)er  his  fjitlier's  nonsense.  Dad.  Do  yoii 
think  that  he  was  ever  foolish  enough  tu  talk  tliat  way  to 
Hub  ?  •' 

••  I  believe  he  was.  lie  frightened  Hob  in  some  way. 
Vou  know  what  I  mean,  kid,  s(.  I  won't  ajx.logise.  Ik- 
threatened  Hol/s  freedom  with  a  wife  of  his  choosing  — 
and  Hob  didn't  want  a  wife  then,  even  of  his  own  choice. 
.\s  f..r  v.. II  wrll.  he  ha^rt  seen  you  for  nearly  seven 
years  -or  is  it  long-r  ?  Think  of  it!  Vou  were  not 
"ev.-n  a  Mapper  then,  and  Hob  is  no  nn.re  of  a  prophet 
than  ..ther  voung  men.  He'll  get  the  surprise  of  his 
life  when  lit    sees  ycu  to-morrow  morning."' 

••Are    you    thinking    t)f   throwing   me  at    his   head, 

dad  ".'"'" 

••  Whv  nut  ?     Vou  arc  hcart-frcc  ami  he  is  the  best 
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mail  1)1'  his  a;,'(-  riiid  wriLrhi   I  know,      lli-  is  a  line  FcIIdw, 
Alice  ;    ami   it    wuiild  hclj)  Jiiiii." 

Tlu-y  Jaiidrd  witliin  a  iVu  miles  nf  t  li<-  moutii  <A'  I"i slier 
Creek  ami  Arims  maiie  a  lire  and  Jiuiii.'  a  kittle  to  imi]. 
'J'hey  emiiarki'il  ai,'aiii  witliiii  the  lii.ur.  It  was  a  dark, 
windless  iii;,'ht.  with   lew  stars. 

Jaiix  s  ti>ld  (if  Holi  Sa)  le's  ad\cntnres  on  the  hea<l- 
wafers  of  the  stream  with  tl^e  riia<l  I'oddiiijL'toii,  and  of 
tlur  mysterious  lire  against  the  outei'  wall  of  the  sluiek. 
and  of  XoeTs  constant  fear  <>{'  IseinL!  attacki-d  from 
amlmsli.  He  loM  her  that  sinee  tli'ii  lire  guards  were 
set  evry  niirht,  foi-  i'mv  of  her  eu'-r^'elie  Lrrandfat her  ; 
and  tJiat  John  de  la  lieward  was  wrilinj,'  a  i)ook  al'out 
tlur  hea(l  of  tlu;  Canadian  branch  of  the  house,  to  he 
entitled  Fdiiiili/  Disarit.  He  told  her  about  the  mi^dity 
hunter  I'ioui  Xew  ^'ork  wh"  had  conn  in  with  the  de  la 
Ht'wards  and  of  his  lirst  nieetiiiL:  \\iih  l)ol>  Sa\  le  on  tlu; 
Creek.  Holi  had  been  alile  to  shave  at  last  and  had 
presi-nteii  himself  to  the  de  la  Keuard  party  for  the 
lirst  time  in  the  middle  of  I  he  mid-day  meal,  and  before 
he  could  s;iy  liou -d'yi'-do  this  fellow  Mael.eaii  had 
^'r.abbed  him  by  the  collar  and  demanded  his  diamonds. 
Of  course,  Hob  hadn't  his  diamonds  :  but  bet  ween  I  heui 
they  tolo  the  story  of  the  after-(linner  party  at  t  he 
Iiuntir's    house. 

■"It  is  aiisunl  I  "  exelaiuied  Alier,  ■  Am  I  drejiminj; 
or  is  the  world  only  a  mili'  round'.''  or  is  the  entire 
population  of  Xew  \'ork  eomme  to  this  rixir.'  Dad.  I 
hear<l  aliout  that  party  arul  Mr.  ^Iat■I,^an  s  Hia/ilian 
diamoii<|s.  to-diiy  on  the  tram.  Who  was  the  man 
\s  ho  i,'a\  e  t  he  orijjfinal  dmni  r  the])ait\  that  bi  g.m  it 
all  '.'  ■' 
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•■  Mnjor  Arch'T  Wnllarr.  tlic  chap  ^vllo  live  il  all  alcn*- 
in  N'o-iiian"s-l:tiiil  fi>r  a  wcc-k  or  more,  wuundtd.  He 
!ii(  t  i;.'')  oil  til''  aNi'iuicand  rcinciubcrcd  havinnhorroui'd 
cii'arcili  s  friMi  liini  oiicc  in  tin-  iiuddl*'  of  a  tiL'ht.  So 
lie  iiavc  the  diiuuT  in  Holt's  lionour  and  iiivitttl  MacLran. 

Who  told  yoM  ;ibolit   it    ?  " 

••  The  Major  hiins«  If.  He  t(^ld  nic  lii^  naiiu-  va> 
W:illacr.  He  i>  hack,  tlurc  at  IMaslcr  iJock  now  unless 
he  i>  ;ilr.ady  on  liis  way  up  \lv  is  cotning  to  Fisher 
("rifk  to  see  some  p<>ople  who  don't  e.xpeet  hiui.  I 
WdUiler    wlio    th'v    are  '! 

..   .  .  .1  1  <•       1  .: I     t.,.^ '•   If  ,  /^.i.^  »».>i>«- 


no  niMic  than  a  w.t  whispt  r  ot  sound,  l-irc-liies  saued 
an  occji^iunal  sp.irk  against  the  walls  of  darkixss.  The 
skv  was  ..idy  a  f .  w  shad",  li},diter  than  th-  wooded 
hanks.  .\  mdc  fnit h- r  up.  the  euin  nt  ran  swift,  r  hut 
th-'  tr'iid'  st'iek  to  his  paddle.  .\lie<'  do/,ed  u  little. 
Turtive  s,.un«Is  e  uiu  to  th<ni  from  the  shores.  ;ind  here 
and  thrre  fhr  stream  uhispereil  over  u  knoh  of  rock, 
and  now  ;ind  au'ain  a  lisli  jumpi-<l  and  f'li  haek  with  a 
tinkliiiL'  tlop.  Th<'  :iir  was  sweet  an<l  racy  w  d  h  t  he 
sceiitv   ,,(■   f.  rris   und    spruce-tips   and   Nviid   Krass<  s   and 
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wild  cjiuiis.  A  uhi|)-piM-)r-\vi!l  hhw  his  melancholy  flulc 
in  the  f.istn<s>  of  uncii  nt  cedars.  The  current  slowed 
aj,Min.  and  airain  (jiiickriied  ;  and  still  Amos  the  tireless 
one  sent  the  <•  ino(  nj)  and  up  toward  the  ancient  clearing 
that  I'od  I{(  ward's  father  had  made  in  the  wilderness 
for  himself  ami  his  wife  Molly. 

About  three  miles  Itelow  the  clearinfj.  for  a  distance 
of  close  upon  a  mile,  the  water  ran  slower  ami  deeper  than 
anvwh<re  eK<'  in  the  whole  lemrth  of  the  rive  Here  old 
cedars,  und(  rmined  by  many  floods,  aired  clawing  roots 
and  hung  their  In  ads  far  oid  over  the  water.  In  the 
depths  |,iy  great  trout,  dark-skinned,  lilack-niouthed, 
with    \(llow.    (  arth  llavoured    Ih  sii. 

Alice  was  do/ing  with  both  eves  closed  when  the  canoe 
came  into  this  deep  and  slow  water.  A  f<w  stars  showed 
pah-  overhead.  I)ut  no  gleam  reached  the  black  surface 
of  the  stream. 

"  .Sit  •^teady.  Miss."'  said  Amos  Dingle. 

Alice  opened  her  eves,  wondering  who  hail  spoken  and 
what  had  !)(•(  ii  said.  She  felt  bewildered  for  a  niomeut, 
forgetting  v^here  she  was. 

•'What  are  you  doing,  kid  ?  "  asketl  her  father. 

"  Are  we  fold  of  a  snag  or  some  thin'.  Miss  ?  "  asked 
the  gui<le. 

"  I  don't  know."  sh(  answ(  red  ;  and  tlu  ti.  "  sonuthing 
has  h<i!d  of  the  eanoe  '.•'  "  she  «uied. 

'•St<ady."  s.iid  Amos.  •"  Strike  a  match.  Mister. 
Ki.'k  out   at  it.   Miss      but  don't  uj)s(  t  us." 

The  cano,.  lifted  to  the  left  shar})ly.  .\liee  f.  It  somc- 
thiuLT  w(t  ilni)  on  her  ankles.  She  snatched  her  foot 
back  and  shot    it    straiirht   out    with  all  the  force  of  her 


»!.:..„    ._;..!;. I    •■•»:!    iliV!'         Sh«> 
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kick'..l  a<:ain  :  ;in(i  jnst  tlun  the  canoe  righhd  and  the 
tlainc  of.Iinrs  match  Hand  <>n  the  (hirk  and  ma  !•  '.little 
eirch'  of  y(  How  litjht.  Soiiuthiiirr  splashid.  Amos  dug 
his  paddle  (It  (  j)  and  put  liis  I'ack  and  shouhhrs  ai.d  hips 
into  thr  stroke  The  canoe  jumped  forward  and  mighty 
(ddies  span  away  i'lom  the  j»addlc. 

No    one    spoke    until   that    mile   of  deep    water   was 
astern. 


CIIAI'TEU    XVII 


WHAT  \v;v,  it  ?  ■'  a-^knl  Alice. 
■•  Thr  <lrvil.  I  think/'  said  Jaiiu-.      ••  A  (le\il 

dl"  SdlllC   SOlt      fur  SUIT 

*■  .Ma\l)c  it  was  a  Ix  ar."  said  Amos  Dingle. 

Thi\-  U(  lit  ashore  and  inaih'  cam])  hait'-a-mih-  Inhiw 
the  cliarini:.  for  thr\-  did  not  want  to  (hsturl)  the  ethers 
at  that  iiMiir.  Th-v  pitchi  d  a  small  tent  for  Alice  that 
the  !,"iide  had  l)roun;ht  ill  from  the  viiia<,'e.  and  tlie  ni(  n 
lav  down  on  their  iilankets  liy  tiie  lire.  James  Reward 
did  noi  slrcj).  l\<v  the  adventure  in  th''  dai'k  h.ad  sh;ikeii 
liis  ner\c.  As  snoii  as  Amos  Ik  yan  to  snore.  .laiiii  s  sat 
ii)».  Thill  he  c.irrii  <1  th''  caiH"  np  to  w.tiun  six  fet  t 
(if  the  teiit.  He  },'atliin(l  wood  for  the  tire  and  found 
a    waler-uorn    root    that    would    do    for    a  cluh  if  need 

he.  Al'llleil     with    the    cllll).     lie    s;it     doW  11     l)(t\\.ell    the 

fire  and  t  h'    front  of  the  t    nt  and  sinoki  d  and  \s;iit.(l  for 
daw  n. 

\Vh'  n  ila\  hu'ht  was  fn!l\-  esta'ihsln  d.  .Jam-  s  a\\ak(  n-  d 
Amo-,   ,111(1    |.i\     !i:ic-k    to   -d,  ,  |)    unhi    the   coffee   ;i|id    haeoii 

'-  .  t  .1.111  .1 

Wire  riati\  .       it  s(_(  nieii  io  imu  iiuu   ir    ii.i'i  iie.  iii'.ii   ;i;a:i 

1  .s.s 
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i'!i,s((i  Ills  (  \is  1><  fore  In-  \\i\s  shakt  11  wide  awake  l>y  a 
iiiiisciilar  liaiul.  lie  sat  ii]>  ami  fi-iiiKl  Iinakfast  ri  aily 
ainl  Alice  \'<  'Mmu  Maiiket  ^. 

■"  Wa^  it  y.ni  hrouLjhl  the  caii'M  iij>  li;  n  .  ini^ter  ■.'' "' 
askeii  Aiii"-'. 

Jaiue^    nuilded.      "' Th'-Ufjlit    it    uouM    \)v    sal'i  r.""    he 

said. 

•■  That's  riirht  (  iiiiK<,di.  sir     but  w  hnsla-^iied  hi  r  tlir.  niuh 

and  thn>u^'h  '.■'  "'  asked  thi'  other. 

James  sfiMiuliled  t.>  his  fct-t  and  lockdl  at  I  he  tMUnc. 
.Sure  (  nuiif^li  a  knife  liad  Ixcn  shjjped  h.lweeii  ht  r  ril)s, 
chaii   thi'Dii^di   hi  r  nilid   and   variiisiied   rainas.   in    live 

phiOfs. 

■"  Tliere  is  vuiir  Odiit'oundtMi  In  ar.  attain."  la- 
said. 

Tliey  did  a  t(in])orary  y>h  on  the  cuts  witli  gum 
from  the  spruc(  s  idctse  at  liand.  then  struck  camp 
and  tiiiishi  d  their  jnuriuy.  Tliey  \\eie  V(  r\  early, 
and      oiilv     .I(ssu'     Sal>atis     was     awake     to     w^lei-mc 

tlieni. 

James  looki  li  into  l{i.h  Sayh's  teiit  and  I'uund  l>oth 
its  (iccupaiits  sound  aslet  p.  They  had  \nvti  on  ijuard 
all  nitjht.  lie  filtered,  woke  Uol)  and  told  iiiin  in  an 
apolojretic  whisper  that  Alice  had  arri\ed. 

•'  I  thought  I'd  warn  you.  Hoi).  I'or  I  know  your 
father  used  to  worry  yu  with  some  non^i  use 
ahout  her."'  he  explained.  "■  I  \\anf  yoti  to  forget 
.ill  that  and  like  h<  r  if  \  ou  fe.  I  tiiat  way.  She 
has  grown  a  !"t  since  you  s:iw  h'-r  last.  I  sent 
for  h<-r  while  I  was  still  feeling  sick.  >ou  know, 
.she  didn't  know  you  were  here  until  I  told  her  so  last 
iiigiii . 
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"  Slir  w.is  a  vrr\  chai  iiiiiiLf  ki'l,  a^  I  riiii' 'nlni  In  r."' 
said  I5iil>.  '■  I  h'i[)i  \M'  can  maki  If  •  c.  .mr,  tit  alil(  Ih  re. 
1  iliin'l  MippiiM  vh(  kiic,\\>  aiixthiiii:  i'liowt  that  i\n>\ 
iilca  I  >r  my  tat  lit  rV. 

'■  IJiit  sill-  ill  ic^.  That  is  \\  h\'  shi'  I'l  <  1-  a  hit  sh\  aJHiut 
iiicitint,'  Villi,  .she  i>  aliaiil  that  yuu  will  think  that  I 
am  t  hri'\\  ill!,'  lur  a'  ymir  hi  ail."' 

'"  HardK'  iliat,  uii'li  r  the  circuiiistaiici  s,  |?y 
the  \\a\'.  Jiiii,  \nii  spdkr  <it"  vaiitiiiLT  to  havr  a 
hiisiiii  ss  talk  uith  111'-  si>mr  day^  au'".  'I'll''  idra 
has  just  pnppid  iiit't  my  hi  ad  that  thr  liiisirirss 
Villi  Iia\r  m  mind  may  pnssiMy  ha\r  to  do  \vitii 
till-  milliiiiis  my  fat  In  r  didn't  h  a\f  nn  .  \\  iiat  about 
it  ?  ■" 

■  'Soil  aif  rijiht.   l?ol)."" 

"  IVrhaps  tliifi  is  a  striiif;'  to  my  disinlu  ritancc  ? 
I'cihaps  it  is  not  u  r(\  ocalily  lost  ? 

■■  Soil  an-  riL'ht  ai.:ain.   Hoii." 

■■  Th'  II  all   I   ha\i    to  s;iy  is 

■■()ii(  iii'immt  I  Diiiit  say  it  I  Vnu  jiavr  a  rij^dit 
to  demand  an  explanation  IV.iui  me  iiut  I  Ix-i^ 
\iiu  no'  to  do  so  now.  Boh.  I  lu^f  you  to  wait. 
I  |)riimise  to  teil  you  (\er\tluni,r  and  show  \  ou 
i\  ei\  Ihini,'.  w  hi  n  \m'  return  to  N't  \\  ^'oik.  ^'oll 
will  lose  iintliinLr  li>'  waitinij:  and  tin  chaiici  s  arc 
that  \ou  will  Lfain  notiiiiiLr;  Imt  1  a^k  Nmi  to  wait. 
1  u.as  not  a  pait\'  to  yiMir  I'atliir's  will  intintioued 
hut  iiut  t'l  Ills  plans  for  _\our  I'ulun-.  or  to  his 
tffiirts  to  i^uidi  \.iii  in  till-  jiast.  I  swiar  if  ;  ami  I 
also  swear  that  1  was  U'^t  at  all  in  sympath\  witli 
Ills  attitude  t'lward  you.  Will  you  oliline  uie  in  this 
mai  i  (.r.    iioii  .' 
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•or  CM.irM'  ril  wail  :  ril  wait  lifty  vdu-s,  if 
\(ju  sav  SI)  fur  till'  hii^iiii  s>  (|(i(  s  iii't  iiitrrcNi 
m<'  ill  the  1' a^t .  I  ]ia\c  iiiv  tin  t  hi 'iisainl  ;  uiul 
1  (liiii't  care  a  hm'l  in  Ip  11  wiin  li.i^  the  rt  st  I  My 
fatlur  trtatcd  iiir  liki-  a  tliiiil  lufmr  his  drath. 
ami — (ill,  fiirii't  it  I  I'll  lir  Mui  in  twi>  shak(  s  to 
wclcniiir  Alice  to  this  (  xt  rai 'ii  liiiaiy  cainp.  1  suppose 
she  (lues  her  hair  up  ii'»w.  aiiil  all  that  M'lt  nf 
till  lit:  •' 

■"  TJiank  \iMi,  Ho!).  Wni  are  a  ^'tiurous  man.  \  <  s, 
she  (li)(  s  her  hair  up." 

Xiithin;:  enuld  iia\c  lietn  iiinii  iiatuial  than  Alie(^ 
Kewanrs  (juiek  and  pleased  smile  at  siijht  nf  Hfl)  Sayk-. 
.sill'  ran  furward  [<>  nu(t  him.  and  tin  ela^p  nt"  her  hand 
was  frank  and  \  ^ornus.  She  had  lui  n  prmid  of  iuni 
\iars  a^^K,  Ixfore  he  had  di'in  aiisthiiii:  tn  lie  prmid 
(if;  and  umW  she  was  very  prmid  of  him.  She 
laui,'hed  at  the  asti luishmeiit  whieh  in  r  \astly 
alt(  I'ed  appiaranee  eaii^id  liim.  Thi  n  the  same 
thuiii^ht  Hashed  iii  Id.tli  their  minds  ;ind  (  aeji  saw- 
it  in  tin-  dther's  i  yt  s.  Sn  tlu\  imlh  t;i!k<d  v(  ry 
fast  fur  a  few  minutes,  until  that  thuuuht  was 
wel'  masked.  Thin  Hi'l)  mtrndueid  lu  i-  to  In  r 
new  euiisins  Jnhn  and  June,  ami  to  Mr.  Ian 
Mael,(  an. 

I5iil)  and  June  were  ijittinu  aluiii,'  [irnmisiuLrly  on 
rather  unusual  ttrius.  Neithi  r  had  ^aid  a  word 
to  the  other  alioiit  pri\ii'Us  <  iiei lunti  is  IJol)  had 
nut  menti'imd  his  call  mi  .Ii'hii  in  rondnti.  and 
.luiie  had  not  rt  lei  Ti  d  to  it.  .'^hi  had  net  asked 
him     Ills    ri  asoii    I'.ir    eom  nt:    to    I'idur    Cri  i  k.    and    he 
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tliat  h<-  knew  thai  she  kiuw.  IJntli  u(  ic  pl.tyini:  the 
j,M.iiic.  aii'l  the  --aiiR'  i^M.'iir,  by  iniitii;!  I.nt  iiiispi  .k(  ii 
a;ir(  tint  iil . 

'I'lHii  Siiickcii  was  lift  so  ntictiif.  ln>\s( m  r.  He  frc- 
(iiiciitly  spoke  to  .luiH-  "f  thr  aiiia/iiii:  tlnm:  tliat  had 
hapjxiH  (1  so  -^uddi  iil>-  to  tin  (ajjtaiii.  ill  l';ira\\ay 
I,oii(lon:  anil  sh<-  iicxi  r  r(  fiis(  d  to  h-t'  ii. 

•■  And  from  t  hr  lirst  iiisiaiit  I  saw  yon  I  undirslood 
and  was  with  liiin."  h^  once  t.iM  lirr.  "Of  rouiM  it 
was  iiiv  dnty  to  tdl  him  \\v  was  a  foo|  l,i,t  m  ithe  r  of  ns 
l.ihcvid  it  for  a  nionu  nt.  11<-  didn't  car.  any  more 
for  what    I    saiil    than    for    wJiat    his  iruv'r.or   wrote   to 

him."" 

On  these  occasions  tli<-  girl  hstciud  l»nt  r<  framed  from 

asking'  (jnestions. 

After  intro(hicinK'  AHee  to  tlie  i'tlwr^.  F,.il>  and 
Tom  l)nakfa'^ted  hnrru'dly  and  W(iit  nj)  -^tnam  in 
a  caiioe  witli  tlie  ritle  and  a  coil  of  ro])(  .  in 
(juest  of  Pod  Hewiird.  They  spt  nt  most  of  their 
time  now,  day  and  niirlit.  in  huiitmi,'  for  tlic 
old  l\  How  or  in  piiardin^f  tlie  e;imi)  a!j;ainst 
him.  The  two  ^nrls  and  the  mighty  hiint(  r  went 
lishing,  afoot.  with  explicit  orders  from  James 
and  John  not  to  ^'o  out  of  tar-shot  of  tlie  charing. 
J,,hn  de  la  Ht  ward  and  Amos  Dinule  went  mlaiid, 
als.)  with  a  small  coil  of  rope.  K  a\  iii^'  old  .Ii  vsic  and 
Norl  and  James  Heward  in  camj).  N'oi  1  had  his 
diick-mm  r(ad\'.  y'>ii  may  he  sure.  Janes  irtired 
to  hi^  liimk,  tirid  from  yi-t^rday's  extrtions  and 
cxcitt  lliellts. 

To  ntnni  to  Maj.r  Archer  Wallace  and   Plasb  r  lJo(k 
and  tiir  cNiiiunj  "tKlure.     Aieiu  i    si;inn,,nd  t<>  tin    uotv  i 
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\Mtll    Ills    liHirs    ;ii|(l    ( !(  IIKIIK  led    supp.  r.    a    ciii<i.,    a    caiUiC 
.'Ui.l    a    cainpiii-    out  lit.      They    mtv,-    luiu    siipj)^-    first. 

Al'tir    hr    ||;i.|    cat.!!    luartih.    the    llnt(l-kl(  p(  r    sat     (inWH 

at    the  talil.'. 

■■  \<>u  n-iLrlit  ['<  \vi\<  t(l.  i,rraplicil  in  for  a  i,nii,ic  two 
w,  <  ks  ai:".  sir."  h.  s;ii,|,  ■■  That's  |„,\v  ni,,st  (.fflir  sports 
•  l'"s.  Tip  re  ain't  iiiaii\  n^'Mar  sportin'  tT'iidts  h<rc. 
an  now  tlay'ic  ail  <  iiirau«  <1.  Mayl>r  ycr  iK.t  uaiitin' 
to  LT"  .'1  iTi  at  \\a\  s  lip  ".'  ■' 

""  N'ot  iiiofc  than  tw-nfy  tiiilrs.'"  n  jili.d  Archer,  wlio 
ha'i  stialicil  tln'  map. 

"I  L'"t  ;i  canor  and  t(  lit  and  Mank.  ts  I  km  hire 
out  to  yon  I'mi-  two  dollars  a.  day.  and  yoiintr  Mtilachi 
l)a\i>  s;i\s  ip.'ii  \;^i,.  y,„|  ,,p  river,  lint  lie  udji't 
'^top  a\va\  from  IMasti  r  IJoek  more'ii  a  eouph'  of 
days  at  a.  tinu."  s^id  the  other.  ""  llowM  tJiat  smt 
yoii  ■/ 

■Fine."  -(iiiriied  Archer  ••('an  he  pet  away  to- 
riiLrht  ■.' 

"■  Ther.  ain't  a  moon.  'S'oird  !>.  sf  wait  till  nioriim' 
iMih  ss  yt  r  in  a  alMiicd  (hsp(  rate  hnrrv.  Hut  I'll  pit 
•Malaelu  to  coine  and  talk  to  \oii.  He  ain't  a  rep'lar 
piiide  and  he's  a  luw-conu  r  to  thest  parts  from  (1o\mi 
<'ii  the  main  ri\(  r.  I  piiess  hut  lie's  a  smart  man  in  a 
raiioe." 

'I'he  hoi,  |-k(  epcr  left  the  room.  The  sun  was  down 
ix'hind  tlie  hills  and  the  dnsk  was  deepening.  A  woman 
I'rourrlit  in  ;.  li£r],|,.,i  hiPip  and  }»laced  it  on  .\rch(  r's 
talile.  lie  a^ked  f. ir  .•Miotlur  Clip  of  eoff(»'  and  lit  ,i 
cipaniie.  The  woman  n  turned  with  tlu  coffee  and  a 
i:re(  n  j)aper  shade  for  the  lam[).  .She  jjlaced  the 
Mia'ie.     sayinir  :     ■•  I     |,a\  c     noticed    tluit     voii     people 


191 


MOONSIIINK 


iVorii  th<-  fitics  (loiTt  likr  ;i  ulnr.-  m  ynv  (■><-.  NN  f 
^'ot  <|r.'tri.'  liu'li'  n>\v,  uirc.l  n\tr  I'rum  tli'^  mill  l)ul 
it\  |„(ii  ..lit  of  nr.l.r  siiKT  Siiii(l;i\.  MhIik  hi  Davis 
is  at    the  (I'.i.r  and   uaiils   fi.    kiiuvs    uill   h'-    <"in<     iiL'iit 

111  •.'  " 

'•   Vcs,      pi.  asr.        Vnii      ai(       very      kiii.l.        n  i'li«  d 

Arch.  r. 

Siiiiic.dic  came  tn  the  tali!.'. 

"  Sit  (lo^vii  and  liavf  a  (  iu'ant  t.-.""  said  Arclu  r. 

Malachi  sat  down  at  the  ..th.r  si.K  -.1'  tin-  nair.-w 
taiilc. 

'•  1  li..p.'  \<>u  have  ii'i  .i!)j.cti"ii  t"  s|;iitiiiu'  up  n\<r 
t.i-iiiylit."'  i'oiiliiiii.<l  Aivji- I-.  ■■  \V,-  can  i:i\'.iiar  if 
w  ('  come  to  bud  watt  r. 

Malaclii  l);.vis  did  not  ansv.r.  11.  was  a->  mum  as 
if  he  hadn't  lizard  a  w.rd.  Arch,  r  j:l.inc<  d  a.T.is>  at 
Jiim  iii.iuirimjK-.  th.  n  moxci  ilf  laiiip  a  iVw  uicIk  s  t.. 
..nc  sid.'  an.l  t'ilt.d  til.-  sha-l.-  so  tliat  t  lu  li-ht  to,uli.<l 
the  other's  t'ae<  . 

••  Sliut  lip.  Nhijor  :  Ifs  mc.  riuht  en..M.^di  I'ut  phase 
don't  y.ll  a!. out  it."  .sai.l  th.'  lon.^  \outli.  •■  Drink  u}) 
yoiir  colf.e  and  onie  t'.>i-  a  walk,  aii.l  I'll  I.  II  \"\\  ;dl 
aliout  it,  sir." 

•■  !5ut  wfiat  tlic  d.  All  ?  And  w  h>  Mdaclii  Davis".' 
An.l  v.'ur  shirt  ■.'  \i>\\  h>nk  hke  tli.-  \  lU^.u't'  idiot.  I'etcr," 
(  \ehi,iiiK(l  .\re!e  r. 

••.S,,rt  p.dal  wilh  the  l''i<r.  pi.  as.."  whis]..  r.  d  the 
oth'T.  }:lancinu'  .>\(  r  his  sh.iuld.  r.  ""  i'm  le'l  .JoiiiLr  this 
(iitinlv  f.T  ('in.  yiuyv.  nor  ..n  a,  1-L  Drink  u])  and 
(".line  .lut .      We  can't   talk  Iv  r<'. 

Areh.r  ol..\t.l.  Th'')-  walk.  .1  l.e>oii,l  tin-  null  :.iid 
sat  down  on  !  \\.r  Lank  ot  t  Jif  ii\t  r. 
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'■  Ainl  iio'.v,  my  y'.iiiiy  I'liind.  pli  asc  tell  iiic  what 
fiHilcry  you  an  pt  rp-t  rat  iti-.,'  in  this  piar(  fiil  spot,"  said 
Ari'luT.  ■■  Hut  lirst  df  all.  It  t  u\r  CMiifTratiilatc  you  on 
liciiii;  ali\('.  cNcii  if  ymi  lia\c  l.ist  your  uaiuc.  I  was 
without  luy  UH  iiioiy  t'iir  a  \^hil(•.  i>ut  I  iicxcr  (•<  ased  to 
coML'rat  ulat'    nuscll'  on   Im  iuLT  ;'li\c." 

Tiny  ^llol)k  ha!i'is  hiartily. 

I  h'-ard  aliont  thi-  <|oiii},'  you  pot."  saiil  thi-  loiijj 
\oiith.  ■■  I  was  with  till-  Stok's  at  th'-  time.  The 
la>t  time  I  saw  you.  Major,  was  \\h<n  I  ( ain«  hack 
to  th<'  liatt.ilioii  with  uiy  coninnssiou.  just  In  fore 
I  \\(  lit  o\(  r  to  the  .stokes  outht.  Well,  it  all  st fiiis 
a  lou^  tiiiii-  a^'o  and  li'i-.-  wi  arc  on  tiic  T<il>i(juc. 
Ami  I  wisli  I  |ia<hi"t  K  t"t  the  army,  hy  thuniU'r. 
I'd  ha\c  had  m}-  third  pip  m  another  wi  tk.  I 
came  home  caily  in  the  .priuLT.  I  »^;i'^  a  darned 
tool.  I  had  ;i  LMiardian.  you  kn</\\  I  ri'(  an  \oii 
diin"t    kno^^.      Will.    I   jiad.  an\wa\." 

"111  take  yiiur  word  for  il.  l*e!u'.  W'iial  ah(jut 
him  ■.■' 

lie  was  a  swin,  ;  and  lu  is  oik  st  dj,  a,s  far  ;,s  I  know. 
1  !iop(  sii.  an\  way.  I  am  an  orphan,  and  so  is  ni\  sister. 
;uid  i  h"  L'liaidiaii  is  oui'  nnele.  Onr  i>ld  man  lett  us 
<put'  u  I'uneh  of  moiK  \  ;uid  a  couph^  of  mills  and  a 
few  mdi  s  ( .f  t  iiiiiii  r  -all  in  Xo\.-:  Scotia,  where  I  l>e|on^, 
I  |ef|  I'mi'  the  wai'  whe;i  you  di(l.  \'  hieli  was  a  few  month.s 
l)e|'ori'  1  was  of  a^'c.  I  am  t(lliup  this  like  a  uar-diary 
with"Ut  th''  weather  reports,  .\htj(.r.  I  }S^n\.  tiircc  letters 
all  in  t'le  s.-iii..  niad  from  liiy  si  ,ter.  oiu-  fat*  !"ul  dav, 
telhu!,'  UK  that  (tur  i,">'"iidian  was  playiny  ducks  and 
drak(  s  with  our  money  and  our  proptrty  and  t"  c(;mc 

tlOUiC         tC'Ut   S"vVC"(  t.  .~m"h     i  >    \ijiiiiL;(  i    liuiu    i   .till   ;     i»ui    I 
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thoii^lit   she   had   \n<>r-  sciisr  than    1    havr.   so    I   cuiiic 
What  she  said  w;.-,  trnc.  iiiiii<l  >i)U      hut  (  vni  at  tiic  fjainc 
he  was  phivinj,'  hr  coiddii^t    liavc  chan*  <1  us  out    i?isi(h' 
unothd-    V(  ar.      1    caii^jrht    Imn    ruhl.      He    \vas    {-Ik cky  ; 
and  hf  callrd  nic  a  har  ;    and  h''  tmc  around  cussinjr  f,,r 
a   few    nunutcs  and   at   last    pull.d   a   pistol   on   un\      I 
hit  liini  h(  fore  lie  ci.uld  m  t  into  a(  tidi  :    and  h  ■  kiKX'kt  d 
his  hla-tcd  litad  a^'ainst  the  corner  of  th'-  ^ai'v.     On  my 
\\ay   to    IMasur    Hock    I    saw    Nancy    for   tdi    nuinitcs. 
Malaclii  Davis  is  her  idea,  and  so  is  tliis  place  as  a  retreat. 
I   was  ii|t  Ik  re  with  my  old  man  ten  y(  ars  ayo.  lishiny. 
Nancy  has  written  to  me  twice.     Our  uu.-iniia      is  sti.l 
havmt,'  IK  w  tiacks  litttd  [<<  his  h.  ad  an<l  the  police  arc 
sidl    looknifT   for   me   in    l!i<     uo..,i,   of  hoiin  .      I'll   stick 
this  life  another  w  ei  k  or  two.  ;in<i   then    I'd  I  "-t   loose 
wliither    he     is     alive    or    deail.       That's     tii.      story. 
Maj'ir.       AikI    p.hw.    as    M.alaehi    Davis,    p.  rmit     me    to 
snpjTtst     that     we    start    for     our    up-stream     ohjectivc 
after   an    (i^rlv     breakfast     in    thi'    luorninp    instead    of 

to-nitjht." 

'•  What  Will  hapixn  wIk  n  your  precious  iineh'  rico\crs 

his  iKalth  .'  "  ask<  <1   .\re!ier. 

'•  Nan<v  will  jail  him.  (piick  as  a  wink.  Ilcr 
hlood  is  u]).  and  she  has  him  surrounded  on  six 
sides."" 

"  An<l    if    he    doesiVt    recover  ?  " 

"That's  tht  (pKstion.  I  am  1(  avint:  it  to  Nancy. 
South  America  tor  youny  Malaclii  Davis.  I  think  ;  arid 
she  would  sell  out   and   join  me."' 

••  Voiir  sister  s(cms  to  \n  a  m  ry  ca[);d>le  and  couiau'eous 
vouMi,'  lady.   I'e'er." 

••    \'....     )...!■..    ...11,1     i<        M:lliil- 
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Archer  rctunud  to  liis  Imtt  1  for  the  night  nnd  M.ihichi, 
So  calkd.  got  evcrythinir  ready  for  the  early  start  and 
then  went  hoiiif  to  his  little  room  at  Widow  (■ar^»t)I^s. 
He  was  in  hed  ixfore  the  thought  occurred  to  him  that 
he  had  f(ngottin  t<>  a-k  the  Major  where  he  was  hoiind 
fur. 
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B()li  .sA^'l,l^  anil  Toiii  Snickcn  w.rit-^ix  iiui<  ^  np- 
slrcaiii  and  ran  tUi'  caniir  a^h•||(■.  'Vluy  grazed 
around  tlicni  at  locl.  and  wodd  and  wat'  r  with  tlic  air 
(ifliavnif,'  seen  tlitsc  tliin;,'s  Ix  i'luc  a'\d  ol'ttii.      Thcv   lit 

(•if,'HI(t  tcs. 

■■  ]\  we  Will  n"t  >>i>  damn  fdnscK  nf  ion^,  sir.  we'd 
ill'  down  on  our  ha'ks  now  and  t:o  to  sl(  ij).  "  said 
loin. 

"  \'ou  arc  riijlif,  Srufk.""  a'iiird    Hull. 

'■  What  Would  we  do  d'  Uf  spotitd  IIk  old  joker?" 
«'ontinucd  'i'oin.  "  Suppo-vc  \\i  Inniptd  hini  this  \  <  vy 
iniindr.  sir.  on  the  otlnr  sidr  of  tin-  strram,  twenty 
yards  away.  Wiiat  should  \s''  do  .dxiut  it  '!  1  d<  n't 
know.  W'l  coiddn"!  open  lire  on  him  witli  the  lillc 
htrausc  wr  nii.jh!  hit  him.  and  Mr.  H(Avard  has 
cliar'ii  d  U'-  \iiy  [KLilnularl)  not  to  h:iit  him.  \<iu 
w.iidd  ordt  r  an  ad\an(f.  -ir.  and  \.t"d  I'otli  iuovr 
forwaid  in  ihr  iir-^t  wa\c  and  jump  into  the  driiik  ; 
and    where   do    \..u   suppose   Master   I'oddinyton   wduld 
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);ist  ?       I     (IniTt     know     \hr     country      well      cnouyli 
to   russ  al    tl;<-  aiiswrv.      15ut    what  if  we  spotted  him 
(,n  this  si,lr  ol"  th.    stnuui?-    nj)  there    in    the    bushes, 
for    in^tunee.       Wliut     if    we    did?       Nothing.       He'd 
lie  liid<l(  n  'o<  fore  we  trot  to  the  top  (..f  the  hank.      \Vi  "ve 
crnt    tiie   hull    !)>    the    wrong   liorn.    sir.       Hunting  isn't 
the    uiuue    to    phiy    with    that     okl    fox     nor    treneii- 
w;irfare   nor   open    warfare.       He    has   the   whoh-    hally 
world  to    d.Mlg.     us    in.       The    oidy    way    to    get    liini 
is  to  trap  him.      If  Not  1  Sahatis  would  let  us  use  him  for 
l.;ut   weM  soon  ha\e  the  humiliating  relative  where  we 
want  liiiu." 

••  I  h(  ht  \e  \.iu.  .Sniek  hut  we  must  continue  to  do 
our  <lMt\  as  Jim  i?.\\ard  se(  s  it.  Wf  arc  accustomed 
t..  ha\inur  otiitr  peoj)!.'  write  our  operation  orders. 
It  (-(.inf.. Its  Mr.  i{ew;ird  to  know  that  we  are  scoiiting 
aroumi  h;innie^s|y  ;i,n<r  his  l.almy  papa.  Now  I  am 
gdinu  to  walk  m  two  or  thref  nul<  s,  just  tt.  see 
what  I  <an  iind  p<  rhaj)s  the  ( m  niy's  advanced 
h.ad(|uavt(  rs  or  his  footprints  on  the  sands  of  time, 
or  thi  a<!ll!•es^  of  Ih-'  lun.it.e  asylum  In-  should  lie 
ill  HU'l  >  ou  Ht  ti..,di'  and  guard  the  canoe.  If 
h,  (alls  on  >ou  with  hostile  intintions,  flon"t 
hit     him      with     aii>  thing    wiighing     more     than     one 

])ound." 

'•\ir\  u-.d.  sir.  Are  yo»i  taking  the  iill(  with 
w.'reli  \t.u  ma\  le-l  pot  him  <  \ «  ii  if  \ou  hui)p<  ii  to 
pull  tli.  t,n.-  ehanee  m  a  hillion  of  s( ciiig  him.  or  the 
n,p,-  lo  lie  him   up    w'th    if    yt.u    find    hmi    asle*  p,    t.r 

hot!..'"" 

"  I'll  takr  till  r.jw.  .\  rope  is  on<-  t,f  those  things 
,..,,. I,., ."I  ..it.  1.  ...  .■<!  I.ut  vou  reduirc  more  tlmn  un\  thing 
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else  yoii  can  think  df  whiii  yon  do.  Aiid  it  diKsii't 
\v<i},'}i  iiinch.' 

'•  Aiid  the  salt.  sir.  for  his  tad  ?  " 

Hob  walkfd  straiirht  away  for  a  mdi'.  stttinc^ 
his  course  hy^  tlir  sun.  His  way  hd  through  a 
variity  of  country.  I>u!  Iv  saw  nothinc,'  to  su^'t'cst 
liiat  any  human  l»i  in^  had  ever  Ixin  o\  <  r  the 
j:round  1)1  fore  liim.  'ucs  had  hceii  tli<  re  ami 
(l<\astatin','  j^'alcs  of  wind,  consununtr  the  soil  to 
the  rocky  rilis  of  the  worM  in  jilaces.  in  otiicr  phiccs 
uprooting'  tall  titnlur  and  hiyinif  it  prone  in  {Tijjrjiutic 
winrows. 

He  cunic  to  thi'  edue  of  a  hij,'  swamp  of  varied 
grtens.  moved  alonif  into  it  to  the  riyht  for  a 
hundred  yards  or  s..  and  then  struck  strai^rht  into 
.t.  .\Idi  i>  and  swauip-w  ilJow  s  liMed  that  place  of 
stajjnant  air  an<l  sta;,Miant  water  with  hdjows  of 
jjrcen  foliaLfc  and  tanijh  s  ,,f  hrown  stems.  ( oarsc 
f,'rasses  III  a  pale  \(t  Mvid  <,'r(  i  n  stood  knec- 
hi},di  in  the  cliis.r  lanj,des.  and  (lumps  of  sappv 
weeds  with  y(  llow  lilocins  tricvv  waist  hijj;li  ahout 
the    lips     of     lilack     mud     holes.      (,rcy     •'  raiiij>ikcs  " 

the  lindiless  and  lil'i  li  ss  trunks  ol'  ancient  pines 
that  no  wind  had  het  n  stioiij^r  cuouj^h  to  throw- 
down  !iard(ii(d  and  siasoiud  \<y  hie  and  frost 
imd  ram  to\\.r((l  Iroiu  the  swanipx  t,'re<  ii  hit,di 
;ind  straiehl  into  the  simshme.  Ilerc  and  tin  re 
Jil'iiiiKd  a  dark  crov\d  of  I'uikh  al  ci  dais,  ami 
here  and  there  a  ft  u  sender  poplars  derided  their 
({(■^olatc  surroundings  with  tht  (puck  pla\  of  fhur 
heart  shaped  h  ;iv  t  s. 

Huh   Suv  le   <h<!    not    hk-    Miv   ^.\Kii'.:.'.\         TK    -Is-   .A'  ^n.  rtf 


«.  1 1    1 1  t  .  I  11 

i' 


MOONSHINE 


201 


l.iroiKliiitT  sta<^iuiti(iii  was  not  in  tuiu'  with  lus  nuxxl. 
It  s(iin(*i  sinister  to  liiia- -  its  j.'r((  ii-scrtciK  d  pits 
of  black,  its  cliokiiif;.  crowdid  growths  that  did 
not  soar,  its  wide  and  j)afhi(ss  monotony.  its  low 
tan;.'!'  s  trax.'  a  tin<i;c  of  unrcuhty  to  thr  iKaii  sun- 
sh'  .  Hoi)  tlioiiL'ht  tliat  this  phicr  ini^'ht  hide 
a  iian  from  the  world  for  {v<r.  vvi.u  against  his 
will.  H-'  wiindiiid  if  old  I'oil  Reward  had 
moved  iiis  hi  adcjuarters  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
cave  to  some  >uch  joy-forsaken  desolation  as  this.  He 
did  not  tiiink  it  was  likely.  He  pictureel  the  old  m;in  as 
sleeping  e\'ery  day  in  a  diffiTirit  jilace.  haunting  tin- 
vicinity  of  (he  clearing  every  night,  and  visiting  his 
hidden  store  of  food  n<>w  and  then,  lio!)  had  s<-en 
with  his  own  eyes  (he  had  forc'd  the  territied  Nod 
to  act  a>  guide)  that  l'->d  ha<l  (L  anid  i\er\thing  out 
of  the  retreat  which  he  had  sliartd  witii  Noel  up  near 
llu'  falls. 

Hob  explored  a  few  acres  of  the  swamp.  Imt  with 
no  hope  of  tinding  any  track  or  sign  of  the  madnum. 
Then  If  sat  down  at  the  foot  of  a  rampik(  .  lit  a  cigart  tte 
and  ht  his  wh.lc  mind  turn  to  the  joyous  occupation 
of  thinking  about  June  dc  la  Iteward.  If  Pod  had 
appeareil  d'liing  the  smoking  of  that  cigarette,  Hob 
wnuld  \i  r\  likels  ha\-e  asked  him  to  go  away.  .\s  he 
gi>t  to  his  f<(t  he  sudih  uly  reali/ed  that  he  had  b(  in 
ga/ing  lixedlv  for  si  \(  ral  mimitts  at  a  l"iig.  pale  bloom 
which  ghanud  from  the  shade  within  two  \aids  of 
him.  It  had  c:i'!ght  his  eyes  bt  fore  it  !iad  touched  his 
consciousness.  He  stooped  close  and  recognized  it  as  a 
bloou'    of   the    wi.ndiiful    plant    with    which    old    J<  smc 
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\\\c  wiiiiikI  ill  his  sIuniMi  r.  He  r.  liitiiihii'cd  it>  ikuik — 
(.1  isk,i[)"s-li;iu(l  — :ui(l  thr  sl-uy  sli-'  hu'l  tnM  him  d"  its 
(iiii;iti  aii'l  it-^  luaijic  (jiiaht  if>,. 

Hi-    fniiiKl    three    (if  the    plants    tii(re.    izriiwiiig   close 

tnirrther.       'I'vv.i    of    theiu     \'..|c    ill     hlossi,!)!.       He    pulletl 

till-  two  aiiil  thiiisi  thi  111  into  a  pocki  t.  lonK  .".iiil  alh 
Til.  II  he  iiiadr  liis  way  IVoni  tlie  swamp  ami  hack 
(he  |(UiL'  mile  to  \\h<re  li.  h;i.!i  hi!  Toiii  ami  the 
(•alloc. 

"  Is  that  tir  olil  man  IrinuiiiLr  out  of  \our  pocket, 
Mr  '.''  '"  ask<  (j  'Pom. 

'■  ThMl's   olil   Ji  ssie\   tiitr  m'di(  iiu/"    >aiii    i»oii.      "■  It 

is     It i     maL'le,     so     1     hroiiLrht     it     aloliLT.       1    liH\e    heeii 

in  a  \n'j^  swamp  tift\  madiie  n  coiiM  iii.i''  for  lillv 
Veai-s.  \ol  a  si^ii  of  I'o.i.  lie  .lnhri  eail  on  \ou,  I 
suppose." 

.Iiist  what  h<-  di.l.  sir.  11.-  t'lrm.l  up  on  the 
other  side  .ahoul  an  hour  at'o  and  iriuainnl  httein 
minut-s,  Uc  old  hliiriiter  1  Ih'  tri<d  to  scare  me 
iiy  makiri','  fiecs  and  yowlim:  hke  a  lat  :  an<l 
h-  Slice,  .ded.  l)ut  1  didn'l  t<li  him  he  liad  my 
wind  up.  'I'll' II  he  sl.irtcd  in  h  a\ini^-  sI.iiks  at 
mc  :  aud  I  found  out  that  \v  is  in  ttcr  at  that 
iram-'  than  I  am.  lie  made  t.\o  .iiri  rt  hit-.  Tliat 
eiieoiia'-.d  him  s..  that  Ic  uad'd  in.  spJashiiiLr  like  a 
f,,iiil.iui.  Tip  n  I  said  to  m\s.lf.  •  Tli  1 1  v  one  more 
thro'A.  and  if  Mill  <|o.  sn"!  slop  lum  I'll  :.'.•!  I^usy  uilh  t  he 
idle  and  s|i,i..l  Mr.  If.u.krd-  diiucii!.!  sire  as  full 
ot'  holes  as  a  .swi.s  ehf  s,-  and  ha\e  hiin  s,  eur.  ly 
hiin.d  I.,  fore  Ih.  C'apte.in's  i  ct  urn.  .and  t  (  II  him  that 
if  JM'  h  aid  an\  shofs  I  was  sh'^otnej;  at  a  dn  k\  l>ird. 
\'es.    S11-.    m\     wind    was    up   and    iu>    mind    \vas   matie 
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tip:  I'lit.  foitiiiiatf  Iv  f'lr  tli;i,t  I'M  ii;iti.  the  Hfxt 
Iniii])  "I"  r<'(k  (  h'>\(  int  him  fail-  in  thi  stmiiucli. 
II<'  \^;i-  u;i-li' (1  (I'lV.M  --trc'mi  nlnnit  t\\(iit\  \  ;U(1^ 
Ik  t'di-i'    hi-    (kuM     s(i\tini)l'-     (lilt      ;iii<l     I     liH'.cnt     s<  i  ii 

!lMll    Mlirr." 

■■'riiafs  li'tttr.""  -aid  li"!).  "■ 'I'iiat  n:a.y  ti  acli  liiiil  n 
|i>--<'ii.  \Vi-  lia\(  iji'iic  (  II' i'.i!_'li  I'.'i'  oil'  (lay,  dKiTt  you 
think  ^'>  ■■'  I'll  maki  a  nnHhlicd  rcpoit  ct'tlic  incidint 
ti)  .lana  s   !{< wai'd." 

'I'hi  \  (iiii(aik(d  and  drift((i  (hiwii  with  the  swil'i 
ciiiiciit.  Til*  Nliia.iii  vv.vs  sd  ^halldW.  and  the  water 
>-(>  (liar,  that  \(iii  cdiild  sec  i  \ »  r\  htflist  luiuht  pclihlc 
in  thi'  I'-,  d  i<\  it.  and  th'-  daitmu  iMinncws  ;in<|  lii<,' 
tiMMt  KiiiLj  with  'iiniiMiL'  irills  II!  the  unil.i  r  ^hadcws 
lit'  stmii  '^. 

Thi\  had  (liil'tid  a!)('Ut  thr<c  niih  s.  with  iii>  liU'i'i- 
(  ffuit  tha,n  an  i  x'la-i' inal  uMidiiii,'  strike  >i\'  i'xili's  paddle. 
wh'Ti  a  raiiiiliar  \  ^km  calli  d  (n  th'iii  iVi'iii  t  h'  ii(iiit 
hank.  'I'hc  iH'  ■  of  the  <ani>c  u  a>  inn  "U  to  the  di) 
pcMiIrs  (|iiic!;  a--  a  wink  a!nl  H"!>  juMpcd  1V..111  the  -.t(  in 
and  v.  a'  ii  d  a^di'  'Vr. 

"Mr.  Ma>d.<an  iN  dulhr  than  usual  tn-day.""  said 
.Tuii'-,  "no  I  hit  ^li~-s  Hfvsard  to  iist<  n  to  hini.  >h<- 
h.r-iTt  |p  ir  !  ail  hi-  sto|-i<s.  a.nd  I  ha\c  su  that  is  lair 
t  noii!_di.  I'',\;r\  ti-'.iit  h'  caiiLrlil  iitniiid' d  him  of  soiiu' 
po.ir.  foariiiL'  l|i  'ii  h'    hail  shot ."' 

■  IImnv  .lid  \i  !  come '.'  Win  I'.'  !^  your  carntc  ?  " 
ask<  d   Hoii. 

"  I  walked.  ' 

••  Alone  ?  ■' 

"  Vos.  jiloiie.  Ihit  why  do  >ou  ask.'  What  is  the 
malt,  r.  15,,!.  ?  " 
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'■  XntiiiiiL'  il'^  voii  lire  licrc  :  h\\\  li  was  <'i  (laiipcrnus 
iiiiiiL'  t'»  <!'>•  Tlu'  nuuliiijui  is  acti\c  urniiKl  this  i)int  oi' 
the   i'i\(  r  ti>-(l,iy.      'r<Mii  s;i\v  luiii."" 

Till'  culour  ciiiuc  l»iii-k  slowly  in  l)iil>'s  faci-.  Tdiii 
Sinck(  11  ul;iiii((l  at  liini  and  -wit'tly  auay.  TIk' 
^'irl  !'Mp|.;((l  at  liim  uitli  wiilc  eyes  and  siddcnly 
liliishfd  (let]).  llcr  eyes  l.i  ijjlit  rncil  and  s,,l't(n(d 
iiia',fii'ally. 

■■  I  am  sdiTV,""  she  said.  "'  I  didn't  lliink.  1 
was  sii  anxinus  to  lind  you  tun.  and  lia\c  a  sniokc, 
and  t,'it  away  I'l-oni  tlic  iiiii:lit\'  hnnti  r.  that 
I  t'orj^fol  all  atiout  the  old  man  in  the  woods. 
I5ut  I  promise  Tom,  I  promise  yon  not  to  do  it 
a;,'ain.'" 

■•  \\v\  well.  Mis',  de  la  Reuai'<l.""  replied  Snickcii 
ifraveiw  ■■  \'oii  hear  what  s|ie  h'ls  promisid  me.  sir. 
She  won't  wander  about  in  lliese  woods  ;iL;aiii  \Mthont 
an  CMoit." 

lie  jointed  a  rod  and  waded,  into  tlie  Iniijlit  water, 
and  Hoi)  and  tlie  ^nrl  sat  amonu  ft  rns  and  \vatthed 
him. 

"   That   is  a  t^ood  man."  she  said. 

■■  One   of  the    hest    ill    the    World."    he    repli'd. 

Thev'  Wire  sd(  lit  i'or  a  minute,  hotli  staiiiiL,'  down 
at  t  lit   IisIk  rman  \v  ithtiut  set  in ir  him. 

"  \'ou  W(  nl  ^n'e\'  as  j)aj)(  r."  she  said.  "  I  thonelit  you 
were  ill." 

"It  wa^  tie  thought  of  \  ou  -AallNinL;  thn-r  milts 
aloiie.  with  that  old  ch  \ii  ioi.vc  m  ihr  wdods."  he  said, 
tiirniuij  iind  lookiiiii  at  Ik  r.  '"  l.ook  at  me.  phase; 
and  promise  a^^'ain  promise  me  what  you  promistd 
'roiu." 
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'•  I    proiuiv.      What    is    that    hatiying    cut     of    your 
jii  ickit ." 

••  (.liisk;i]i"s  luiii.l.      I  fntmd  tin  sc  two  in  a  swainp  this 

iiiorniiiLT."" 

H,,   tnlil    hi  r  all    that    h<'   kii<w.   an  I   all   that    h.    luid 
hrard   fr.-iii  .J(  ^sif  Saliatis.  alxnit   tiic  tiiat;ic  i)lant . 

■•  I   liriiiij_rht  tilt  III  \'<>v  \i>\i."  lie  foiicliiiiid. 

■■  As  iiirdii'iiic  '!  "  sli'-  asked. 

■•  Ni-.  as  iiiatrir."  lu  answnxil.  '"  Tiuy  are  pure 
inauir  til.'  last  thinL's  en  ated  i)y  (diiskap  hi  fore 
liis  (  ihiiiies  yot  liiin  down  and  placid  a  inoiui- 
tani  on  his  lueast.  \'u\\  are  now  the  inheritor 
(,t"  iiiiieh  of  lii->  wisiiom  and  ki-enness  of  eyi'. 
That  L'nd  (oid-i  sf.  tjirourrh  curtains  of  carif)uu 
vkin.  and  tlir  hark  walls  of  a  Indjjc.  He  could 
read  n  niaiTs  h' art  tjirou^h  his  II,  sh  and  ril>s 
and  th.  ])ietuns  in  lus  brain  as  it  lns  skidl  were 
Mown  of  trlass.  These  ijualities.  tu  a  ^rcat  or 
small  (htrre-  aer.'rdin^'  to  the  nicri*^  of  your 
int<ntions,  are  now  ymrs.  I  harned  most  <<['  this  from 
ol(i  ,Jes-ie  aiHi  dream*  d  tie/  red.  If  >  oii  want  to 
sir  tlirMUirh  anything  -a  skull,  or  a  cariitou  skin,  or 
a  sh,  ,  t  of  hark  you  simply  h"ld  C.hiskap'sdiand  in 
\-ouis  an<i  shut  your  eyes. 

She  took  the  sujjpy  plants  in  her  liands  and  closed 
lier  eyes  fur  a  frw  seconds.  Wlieu  she  look-  d  at  Hnhapaiu 
sh«-  f  "ind  him  gazing  at  her  with  cnehantmcnt  o.i  iiis 
face. 

■'It  is  ver\  j)ott  nt  maijic.""  she  said.  ""  and  I  t'eel  a 
prot"ound  resp' ct  f.ir  the  maf,'ivian  \\ho  in\int(d  it  — 
hut  what  I  want  now  is  your  ad\ii'e.  Hoh.  (duskap 
was  a  cjod.  1  know  —  tnii  \<>n  an-  a  uund. 
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\'<iii  st.'itc  my  case  mildly, "  lie  r(  piird. 
'■  l)ii  yiiii    !•(  hit  iiiIm  r  AitIh  r   Walliur.    uIim   was   with 
yon    ill    Mr.    .MjkI, tun's    liuiist    tin     nii^dit    tin    tliumonds 
\s  (  It   |ii-.t  '.'  '■  ^}it  aski  d. 

^  I  s,  \ti'y  Will.  'I'd  think  yon  wcic  th<ic.  nndi  r 
lh;it  ^anif  roof  I  i  lia\  t,-  thon^Iit  a  LHiat  dial 
aliout  th;d  niijlit  sinct  I  liarmd  that  ww  wcrr 
till  IT.  and  I  di'-tiiKtIy  iinuiiilur  I"' rlin;,'  a  (niions 
si'iisat  loii 

Ihit  we  ar<'  talking  aliont  .\Iaj'ir  Wajlaci  now.'" 
sh''  in! ni'ii,)! (  tl.  '  lit  is  on  his  \sa\  to  I'isht  r 
I  It  (  k.  Ill  iiia\  Jilt  liMi  to-da\.  .Mi^--  Hisvaitl  s;i.w 
lun  ;il  I'i.i.iiT  K'lck  \  <  stciday.  and  hi-  to!il  In  r  li<' 
was  comini,'  here  to  ni<  ;  t  smuh  pinplt  who  don't 
cxpccf  him." 

lie  i--  a  irond  I'l  !|o\\,"  saiil  liol'.  ""  lie  \',ill  hrl|) 
ns  chase  mil  I'od  around.  I  am  filad  In-  is  ci.mintr  h<  ic. 
Who  ;ii-f  tin  |)(  op!i  h<  wants  to  im  i  t  ".'  Is  he  looking 
r  >r  Mad-t  an  and  mi-  .' 

Ill  is  a  frii  nd  of  Ian  .MacLcan's  and  also  nf  l>ad'.s 
and  mim  .  " 

■■  Dots  h<'  know  \iiii.  .Iiini'  '  Tin  n  that  is  wh\  li<-  is 
comiutr  hill.  Ill  has  liiaid  that  vou  an-  In n  .  Did 
\  i*\\   know  him  \  i  i\    wi  II  '.' 

■"  ^  !■-.  ijiitr  \M  II  :  hnt  w  Iw  n  I  last  --aw  him 
h'  had  i'^ii^ottiii  that  \\i  km  w  im  or  had  r\(  r 
ku'Wii  mr.  That  \vas  m  a  London  ho-pital.  It 
is  this  that  I  \sant  t.i  !•  !1  you.  Iii.li,  and  ni-l 
yi'Ur  ad\iti  alurut.  1  aui  linat'y  sNonicd-  and 
I  ha\r  (•■ii!,(  to  \iiu  i'or  hi  Ij)  in^tia.d  of  ^^oint;  to 
Dad.  Ih'  is  so  intint  on  his  iu\v  honk  tliat  he 
W'M'iiini    kn.w    \\iilmi    tiii    minuus   of    m\    I' iiiii<'  ium 
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if  iiiv  st'>r\  w'vr  a  tnic  tliiiii,'  or  ii  llit'lit  cf 
his  <»\Mi  iiiKLuiii.it  iiiii.  1  mil  afiaiii  that  Ar-'lur 
\N'allac<"s  III!  iiiiMii  ^  of  iiu-  have  ci'inc  liack  to 
him  oi'.  if  tli<  >  ha\in't.  that  tiny  \^  ill  w  In  a  hf 
scfs  liii  li'  ii-.  nf  (■(lur-i,  he  nia\  prvi  r  ii  irj  mln  r  ; 
liiit  Iti  lir  I'll  piii^  ;uiil  iKCfili-  all  tin  tiim  he 
was   lu  1-.  .      lint    1    (Imh  I    want    t<>   run   a\\a\." 

■"Hun    aua\  ■'      What    sort    of  nicinorit  s   an    tin  sr 
t  hat  Mill  air  nfiaid  of  '.'' 

•'I  am  not  afraid.  I  f  < «  1  a  foot,  that  is  all. 
IMcasr  iii>n't  I'loiv  liki  that.  It  is  nali\-  all  siliim  s^ 
—a  iidiciiluMs  situatii'ii.  \N  <•  wire  \rr_\  (juod 
frirnd^.  I  thmk  I  likr.i  him  a  littl--  i.tttir  than 
snmi-  (.f  tin  (.tin  I-  nun  1  kinvs  ;  and  In-  tiiought 
that  In  was  t;  rriMy  f^nd  nf  me.  IJnt  if  h<'  had 
been,     h'-     NMiiddn't      lia\f     t'lrj^'oltm     n'  lon'i     snii 

think  SI  I  .'  " 

"  .\tit  if  hi-  Inad  had  1/rUi  knocked  clean  off."  r(})li.(l 
l{o!»  in  a  stuffx  \  cii't-.  stn.riiii:  strai^dit  in  front  of  Jiim. 
'■  Not    if  li     w  as  d(  ad. 

■■  .\ii  1  In-  (iidii't  V'  iucii.Ih  r  iin  (  \(  n  \\ln  ii  lii  saw  nit  . 
Iiiil  ;U1  his  iiMinorns  ar'  suri  t'l  rttiirn  to  him  si-inc 
day."' 

■■  \n]\  \\.'A\[  m\'  a,d\  ic(  aJxiut  siiim  tliini,'.  ^^iii  mii-~t 
t<  11  iM    w  h,  t  it   is  lit  i'd!'.    I  c;.'i  ad\  isc  \  oil."' 

■'Sin'  told  him  \' hat  sin  had  told  Ian  Mai  !,■  an  in 
X.w-   \ork. 

■■  You  a  I'    I  MLfa'ji  d  to  hull."  said   Hoh.  (lull\  . 

••  Hid  I  am  not.  ainl  1  \'  a--!i't."  sh(  cxdaiimd.  ••  I'lcasc 
don't  !'<■  st'ipid  and  ciui  I.  Uoi».  lie  thoiijjiit  I  was 
hccause  that  rat  wrote  and  tojd  hi'ii  so.  I  ilidnt  tell 
aii\oiii     wiitMi'    i    na>   eiigugeu    to.       i    Mjupiy   >,iiii    Tji.tT    i 
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was  (  iiL'-'iL'*  il  :inil  Id  thi  in  tliiiik  wjmt  tluy  waiiti.d  to 
think.  I  li;t\i'  \><\A  xou  (  \  <  rytliin},'  :  aiul  iiuw  you  must 
till  nic  \\  hut  t' )  do." 

'■    \'oil    |ll\C    ililll    '.' 

'•  \u.  Do  you  think  IM  In-  lure  iiow  if  1 
(iid  ■.'  '" 

'■  l?ut  \oii  (lid  |(i\c  him." 

'•  I  didn't.      \rv(  r  I      I  liked  him." 

"  \'on  llirt(  (1  \\  illi  him, 

'■  I  did  not.     What  do  you  nuan  !>>•  Ihrtinj: '.'' "" 

"  A  thousand  tliiiiL's.  I'l  rhaps  yoti  only  loukcd  at 
him  till'  \\a\      th^  way  you  |ook( d  at   m(  ." 

•WJunV" 

"  Tiic  lii^t   tiiiH'.     .\nd  til-'  second  time." 

••  How  did  I  look  at  you.  Hoi)  ?  \<n\  looked  at  mo 
hard  (  iiouefh.  1  don't  know  what  yo>i  mean.  I'nt  what 
am   I  to  (jo  alioiit   Areher  Wallace  '.' 

■■  Whv  do  \(i\i  ask  me  ? 

■■  Heeauvi'  I  want  you  to  know  ahnut  .\reher  and 
I  waid  \our  ad\  h c.  1  didn't  want  xou  to  hear  aiiy- 
tluMLj  al)ont    him    from    anyone   els-  ."" 

••Do  you  rememluT  thiit  iirst  time  I  sa\v  \ou. 
June  '!  " 

■■  ^'ou  looked  ;>t  UK  hard  enough  to  sec  me.  \  ou 
stared  a'  me  as  d'  >  ou  wcr*'  astonish*  d  at  sonu- 
thinu.  Hut  I  thoupht  >i>u  had  foru"tten  that  that 
accident ." 

•■  It  wasn't  ni\  accidt  nt.  I  may  for<:et  it  when  T  am 
(had  hut  I  don't  tiiink  so.  I  was  afraid  to  spi  ak  of 
it  Ix  fore  :    ■ 

■•  I'aidoii  inc.  sir.  hut  I  thiidc  we  had  hett-r  take  Miss, 
(|e  la  Keward  liaek  to  I'am])  nou  ,  he  tore  the  otlii  rs  l)ec-o,iie 
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.'inxioiis  .'ilx.iit  lur  i\n,\  s(  lul  out  search  parties."  said 
Toiii  Siiicki  n.  (Mnrroiitinji  tluin. 

"   \iiil    lire    ri'^'llt."'    s;ii(i    Hut). 

'•  Hilt  t.  II  iiic  whut  I  sliail  (In  if  Ardicr  rnnfmbers," 

W]li.Sj)rriil     111'-    ll'lil. 

'"Tell  hiiii  the  truth,  just  as  y(Mi  have  told  it 
to  iiK-  h"w  it  happened  and  tvt  r\  thintr,"  answered 
Hi.t).  •Il("ll  li;iv.'  to  take  it.  poor  cUvil  !  Tdl 
hiiii  t')  fori^'t  it.  Tiurr  isn't  any  hope  for  hiiu,  is 
til.  re  r  ■' 

She  aiiswt  ii  (1  th:it  only  with  lur  eyes. 

So  tlicy  r'  tuned  to  camp  :  and  Hob  reported 
to  J;ini.  >,  U(  a;u(1  th;»t  Tom  had  seen  old  I'od. 
He  siiid  tliiit  I'od  hid  seemed  to  he  in  ^ood 
health  and  >-i»iritN  and  stdl  hostile.  He  did  not 
iiieritjcii  Toin\  |iiek\'  shot,  or  wliat  the  madman's 
fate  u  wld  siU'eU  ha\i'  been  if  Toin  iiad  missed 
that  time.  .hiuus  felt  decidedly  bueked  by  the 
news. 

■"We'll  Ljet  him  yet."  lie  said;  ""  and  when  we  do, 
if  We  I'iikI  hiiii  hop'  lisslv  insane  i)ut  still  vigorous,  we'll 
fence  ill  a  few  aer(  -  for  him-  this  shack  and  eh  arinjj  — 
and  lure  a  couple  of  hllows  to  camp  (iUtside  the  wire 
and  look  after  him.  Amos  Diiij^de  would  be  a  good 
man  for  the  job.  He  luis  common  sens--  and  a  kind 
heart." 

June  found  that  Mr.  MacLean  had  complained  to 
John  of  h< T  lea\  iiig  him  without  a  word  to  wander  away 
uj)  stnam  by  herself.  So  .John  comnieneed  a  lecture 
on  recklessness  and  t  houifhtlessnchS,  and  then  lost 
the  thread  o|'  his  discourse  and  read  her  live  pages  of  hi.s 
Farnilif  IJt  set  nt. 
(J 
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A  caiK.c  rcntainin^'  Major  Anlu  r  Wullacc  and 
vcHiiiir  Malachi  Davis  was  inn  ashuiv  <.n  Pod 
H.-svard's  front  at  six  .)"cln,k  tiiat  (A.niiii:.  Aiice 
Avas  th-'  lirst  to  s( c  thr  cannc  and  wtlc'in.-  the 
Major.  Slir  paid  ii"  att.iilion  t<.  Wv  lanky 
frpidc  :  I. lit  lu  looked  at  h<r  iVcpi.  n(ly  and 
att.  iitivily     whdc   lu-    nuloadi-d    tli<     canoi-    and    hl'l<  d 

it  asliorc. 

••  Now  I  know  \\\v>  y(.u  arc  and  why  yon  have  conic 
lure.'"  shr  s;iid.  '•  1  lia\c  h'ard  al.'out  \ou  Ir-ni  \<.ur 
IViind    Mr.  Mad-can. "" 

•  MacLcan  ?  He  doesn't  know  anxtlnnj:.  my 
dear  yonn^'  lady."  r<  plied  \hr  .Major.  ••  Kxcej.t 
enonf^di  to  Conic  to  i'lsh.  r  (  r(  ek.  And  }>(  rhap. 
he        knows        >onr        name,      and      will      tell      it      to 

nie." 

••  I  aiii  .Mice  Ucward.""  she  sai.l.  watdiin^:  lum  witl' 
iVank  and  sniilni^'  cnrioMt }•.  •■  Not  Mis^  dc  la  Ifcuard. 
Hut   .lune   is   lure.   too. 

•■  Ian  Mac!..an  did  not  t.  II  \oii  that  :  ""  . Aclaiined 
Archer.  •■  llosv  sh^mld  lie  kiiou  ai.«>iit  it  "'  "  He  turned 
in  eonfiisi..n  to  the  Ioiil'  \onth.  "  What  are  yon  up  to, 
['(tiiV  Malaehi  l>avis  1  im  an.  what  are  \oii  .iMinj^r  ? 
1),,    \,,ii    mean    to    make    rami)    here    het'orc    we    ^'t  t    an 

in\  itat  loll   .' 

■■  |i\  all  OIK  to  III.'.  Mistir  Majo:/'  di.iwl-d  Malachi. 
•■  1  .-on!  no  \\;i\-.  particular;  I'lit  th.  t'.  \m  r  winimin 
>,,iind  .'  (amp  tin  lu  It-  .  '.in  smti.i.  \<<^i'v<  I'oss. 
This  iicrc's  your  fimeral    " 

Ahc.     looked    at     him    then,    and    .\ieh  r    ^larcl    at 


him. 


1  i<  rcrr.mi 5>  tlu"  hnil  h  ihn  •;  ! 
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"  M;iyl)(  th'-  C'apn  <ir  T(>v.\  Siiickcn  kin  niakr  up  your 
iiiind  I'.ir  _\u;i.  Mister  .Majur."" 

Kvi  I'v  iiitiiiix  r  ci"  t  hr  caiiij)  (  \ct  pt  .Iiiii''  \vt  Icnnicd 
Ar(  in  T.  Hi->  <  lit  was  in  \t  tu  that  nf  iJi'l)  and  Tom. 
Junt  did  not  ajjpt  ar  at  tlir  c  V(  nnij^  pual;  and  her 
fat  In  r  said  tliat  sin  \\  as  suffrring  imm  Ik  ariachc. 
Archer  wondMrd  at  tiiat.  IN  rliaj)s  he  had  not  '  .t 
n  nitriiti(  rt  li  (•V(  rytiiin^'.  And  hv  wondirtd  at 
Ian  Ma(d.(  ans  maiini  r  wliich  uas  cnrioiisly  stiff,  and 
at  I'.iih  >ia_\  1'.  "s,  wIikIi  was  (uricusly  (nd)arra.-.s(  (i 
and  U'iitli.  IIuw  was  In  to  gni  ss  tliat  the  mighty 
JiiMilcr  wa-  j(  alous  ol"  him  (f<.'r  Macl.raii  had 
r(\nwi.|  tin-  jzn'is  story  of  the  cnfjaL^int  nt  \sith 
a  L,Main  of  salt,  siiici-  Archir"s  arri\a!)  ainl  tJiat  .Sa\lc 
was  \  i  ry  sorry  I'mi-  hiiu  '.' 

Darkinss  hail  closed  down  on  the  ^^lidl  iiicss 
whiM  Toiii  Sunken  came  to  tin-  lire  at  which 
Arein  r  saf.  and  whispi.rid  m  hi-^  tar.  "Miss  de  la 
Kewaid  wi^his  to  speak  to  you,  sir.  Kindly  follow 
nn/' 

Toiii  lid  him  down  tile  hank  ami  a  few  yards  aloiii* 
the  sh^re  to  the  riL;ht.  "  Ih  re  she  is,  sir,"  h«  haid, 
and    N  aiiislu  tl. 

Arclnr  could  see  only  the  pah-  nia.sk  of  her  face.  She 
told  him  the  trutli.  \iiy  simjily  and  hrielK, 

"  I  was  a  fool  to  think  it  was  so."  he  .said.  "  I 
should  lia\e  klioWH  iMtttT  thai!  to  lielicVC  it^liut  I 
wanted  to  h.  lit\c  if.  \V(  11.  .all  I  can  say  is  that  I  wish 
1  hadn't   n  meinliercd  it."" 

"Did  I  l)iha\c  as  if  1  l.>\.d  _\  oii  ■.'  "  ^1,,-  asked 
L'eatlv. 


'•  o 


!>.=  ■•.{•- VP 


212 


MOONSHINE 


that  Icttrr,"  ho  answered.  "  But  here  I  ani,  June  ; 
nnd  I  warn  you  that  it  may  be  nu»rc  than  an  idle  nnnour 
next  tjnu'." 
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COUNEUING    MALACm 

ALACIlI  DAVIS  (lid  not  rrturn  to  Plaster  Hock 
IK  \t  (i;i\  .  He  inailc  himself  useful  iUxl  afjlt'eahlc 
ahiMil  till'  eiuiip  a  loiifj  time  before  and  iiiinu diately  after 
l)n,d<fa^t.  He  displiiy<il  a  dry,  rustie  wit  that  raught 
tlic  iitt' iithin  of  the  trills  inure  than  on('(  .  He  talked 
to  Anh<  r  \V;i!l;iee  arul  Tom  Sniekeii  in  eivilized  English 
wlien  otluTs  wer''  not  within  ear>hot  and  to  every  one 
else  in  hintr'iaL'f  that  even  old  Pod  would  have  considered 
uneu!tur<  il  and  carrh  s-,,  had  lie  heard  it. 

Th,'  l.reakl'ast  dishes  of  graiute-wiire  and  tin  were 
wasjit  (1  ;ind  left  al>out  to  dry  by  t  ighl  o'clock,  for  there 
were  no  li<-;il)eiis  in  that  camp.  Ev*  n  James  Reward 
was  u])  and  about  bri^rht  ami  early  this  morning,  fully 
r. cov,  red  from  his  trip  to  Pkister  Ro<'k  and  following 
e\eii,  ii(  rit.  ;vtiil  full  of  pl.ms  for  the  rounding  up  of  his 
wavu.ird   father. 

S.  ari  h  part  11  s  and  a  guard  for  the  eamp  were  detailed 
without  I..SS  (if  time.  Ian  MaeL<  an  and  Amos  Dingle, 
who  had  liotii  i>i  en  on  night  dut\.  wtre  told  off  to 
remain  m  eamp  v.  ith  Jami  s  Reward,  .\!ie(  .iml  Juno, 
.:iud    old   Jessie   .S;i!>atis,      Noel    Sabatiii   was   named    for 
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duty  with  ]\"h  S:(\i(  auil  'I'diii  Sinckcn.  much  riyaiiist 
hi--  will.  This  \\;is  ul  'riiiii->  su!.'t.f(st  ji.ii  :  auil  wlica 
X'mI  tiiiil  tu  t'.i'li-  a\\a\'  h'  was  hroULrht  hack  liy  the 
('(lil.ir  (if  hi>  shirt.  'J'h<'  i)th'  r  ])i!ri'l  was  iiiadi-  up  of 
.Inhii  (l<  !  I  |{(  ward.  Arch,  r  Wallace  uud  tin  h<i\<^  youtli 
Malachi    l)a\is. 

l{(il)"s  [)irt\-  went  ii|)  sfpiaiii  and  John's  down,  I?oh 
armed  with  'he  rilli-  and  .I.'hn  \vith  the  diick-t,nin.  The 
weapi.ii^  were  nit  eairiid  I"!'  use  \\<v  yon  can't  sliimt 
<  \i  M  a  maniac  much  witli'iat  huitinif  iiim  hut  t'>  i,niar(l 
a^Minst  t  h'  -liLTliti -t  p'i>Nil»ilitv  'if  thiir  riiiinLT  into 
th'  hinds  (,r  I'iiddini:!  "11.  IJolli  parties  wir.t  mi  fmit, 
haxniLT   'he  e;in'"s   in   !  h'     tll|■-i|e^   with   Amns   (111  "d 

ii\er    Ihiiii.      Am  's    sal    dnwii    aiii'inij    h  rus    and  lis 

pip'.  Mr.  MaiI.ean  i.tirtd  t.>  his  t(nt  and  T  II  ash  <  p. 
and  .Fames  scouted  i[entl\  ainiut  tiie  friiu,'!  <it'  the  forest 
III  hind   t  lie  cle.irin!,'. 

.June  h  id  no  inti  nti.'U  ot  r.  inainini^  in  caiiij)  all  d;iy-- 
I»ut  sh'  did  not  >a\  s(,  to  Alic.  .  .\li<'c  had  ?io  int(  ntiori 
of  ill  ini^f  dull,  if  sill-  ciiiild  possjIiK  help  heis'  It  -  iiut  she 
did  ii'it  !■  II  ,|iini  ahoiil  it.  Jun  made  a  reconnaissanci; 
of  A, IMS  Diimle's  p'is|tjun  and  f^mnd  tic  ijuidc  on  his 
haek  ■Aiih  fii>  hat  o\(r  his  <  \is  and  iiis  p!p<  i,'o'ii-  out. 
'I'he  eaiio!  s  I  ,\  111  th,-  |,i!-,hi  s  a  fw  \ar<|s  away  frmn 
him  on  th  downstream  si,|,  .  .lime  stood  for  a  minute 
beside  oiiM  of  tie  cano(  -.  looking  ;it  the  unconscious 
.\mos.  She  stooped  and  turned  the  lii,'ht  (  raft  o\  er 
without  ;i  sound;  and  still  Amos  did  not  stir,  'i'hcn 
she  gripped  it  Ity  n  ^umii  I.  .(midships,  hf'i  d  it  aijainsl 
her  kill"  -  III  stiimjcri  d  noi-,.  j,  ns|\  awa\  with  li  oii  ;i 
lonij  slant  toward  the  stream,  .\rri\ed  at  the  watcr'.s 
'  d.L''  .    shi'    Li\vi  I'll!    th''    cuni"'    to    th"'    L'r.:iss    wiflioiit    :\ 
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souii-l  aii.l  si:  i  !t  int"  the  cunviit  without  an  andil.Ic 
rippl.  .  ll'i-  piiil'l!''  I:iy  n-^i'ly  '"  'i'"^"'*  '"  ^'"'  •'"^S 
j,rrass.  S!i"  waiit-.l  \"  '^"  i.p  stfuiii  rath.r  than  ilouii  ; 
l,!ii  vh-  darr.l  ip.t  i-Mii  th.  risk  of  crossintr  th^'  o:'ii.i('> 
fr..iit.  So  shr  uail'd  a  (■  w  yanU  liowii  with  the  I'anoc, 
til.  II  strppi-.l  ,i'h',ii(1  all.)  ihii't.d    with  the  ciirnnt. 

.Inn.    ha.l  proiniscl  l-'th  li«'l)  SayK'  and  Tom  Snickni 
not    to    v.ntur.-    aloii.'    int.)    th<-    w-.ods    whih-    'hi    !'"<! 
nniam  .i    at    hiri:.-.      Hii.i    she    f.n-L'-tt.  n    ]ur   pn.iMisc  ? 
X...      >h.    ha.l   ir.^iic  to  all   this  tr.Mil)!.-  ..f  the  <an...'  t.) 
k.'.p  it    iiniwlat'-.     Nou    di.'  was  on  th.'  wat.r.   not    in 
the  wo.  .(is.     'l'\\r  1.  It.  lol'h,  rpromis.'  was  l.cint;  oltscrvcd  ; 
and  as  f'.r  th--  spuit   ..f  it.  was  slu-  n.it   rcas..n:d)ly  safe 
i,,  til.    .alio,    tVoMi   I'o.l   H.war.i  '!      A   f.w  strok.s  of  th»- 
pal.il.-    woiil.i    jtlacr    h.  r    in    nud-st'    am.      If   li«-    tlinw 
ston<>   at    h'  r   sh.    <'.>ul<i    d...ii,'c   th.in  ;    and    if    hf   tiucl 
t..    coin,      ah-ard     sh-     w..ul.l     smash      liiiv.     with     th.c 

pa'i.n-. 

Sli.  t.H.k  np  h.  r  pa.l.il.'  and  stroked  a  canti.ms  stroke  ; 
and  at  th''  sam<-  lime  a  \<>\\  voice  sj).>ki-  t.i  her  from  the 
hushis. 

••  l^,  t    ,11,.  ri>'.:\'-  t..M."  -lid  th.'  \oici  .  scaK'.  !>   uliove  a 

W'llis])<I-. 

.Inn.  ;.'lan.'.  .1  asi.i.  an  :  saw  .Mice  W.ward.  >h<'  smiled 
aii.l  suiiu.f  th'-  l)oat  shor.'Ward.  Alie.-  st.pp^d  lii:htly 
in  and  away  t  hi'>   \m  nt. 

•*  Vou   did   that    \.'rv   cleverly.'     s;u.!    .\lie,  .  1    was 

walchinu  \'"i  all  tli.-  tini.'.  like  a  l>n\  ;    aii.l  if  >ou  ha.l 
rofust'd  to  tak.'  me  in  I  woul.l  liavi'  scream,  d  for  Atiios 
lik'     a   eat.      I?. it    it    re.juir.  d    m.Te    than    <  h  v.  rn- ss    t.. 
handle  the  (.alio,    a<  y.,n  d;l.     \  on  are  --ia    stn.nt;  for 
\our  si/c."' 
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I  think  I  .■uii  as  liiir  as  \ii!i  an-.""  r(  ttirnid  Juiir. 
AikI  then.  ■"  I  am  sony  I  (M/tilin't  f,M  uj)  in^ttsKl  of 
down.  Tlif  \vat(  r  is  swifd  r  up  ri\(  i'.  un<l  I  want  to 
practice  poling/' 

Hut  \vi-  ina\  lind  th>'  .Majnr  m  tlii>  (lir<  ct  inn,"  said 
Alice.  '•  How  strant^e  it  is  tliat  Nmi  and  tlu-  Majnr  were 
i.'iends,  and  Hnl)  Sayle  an  i  I  knew  cadi  ntiier  loiifr 
ai;i>,  and  wi-  sjiould  all  cdiiie  tn  IVIn  r  (  ri  ;  k  at  the  .saiiu; 
titne   liy   accident."' 

^"'  s.  it  is  (jueer  -  liut  I  am  not  t'ri;,'lit I'lill}  int'  rented  in 
-Majnr  Wallace.      .\re  ynn  '.' 

I  searc(  ly  kimw  him.  I  admire  him.  nf  (•(lnr^c—  for 
his  couraLTe.  I  tjiink  \oiir  fatji'  r  is  tin  must  interesting 
man  m  tiii-  party  ;    and  inxt  t"  liim.  Malacln  l)a\is."" 

"Why  Malachi  '.■'  I  ha\in"t  iintidd  an\thini,f  par- 
tiriilarly  int^  restimr  almiit  him  (  \c(  pt  the  tact  that  he 
lias  lieen  a  .sn|dii  r." 

Alice  smiled.  "  Do  ynn  r(  ally  see  iinthinLj  iimre  than 
that  ?      I)n  ynii  really  lielicM-  that  he  is  what  lie  pretends 

1 1  I  he,"  she  asked. 

|{'a!l\.  I  see  nnthiiiL'  more.  I  ii.  li(  \-e  him  to  l)e 
a  ynimi:  cnuntryman  vMnkinL'  nn  this  ri\<r  as  a  tjuidc. 
He  seems  capaMe  and  <,'ond  natiired.  What  ninre  is 
there  to  se(    ?      N'l  s,  h'    has  hiie  eyi  s." 

I  ha,\en"t  iinticcd  his  e\is  :  liut  w  h'  ii  I  was  ])assinf^ 
Mamr  \\alla'(  ^  tent  tln^  iimrmmj  I  le  aid  .Mala(  In  say  ! 
••  Hm.  k  up.  nl.j  tnp.  th'  \\ni!d  is  t'l d I  'A'  \h'  111."'  .\nil  the 
M.ijnr  s.aid.  "  Dnn't  \>r  all  a-s."  and  Mai  lehi  lau;_died  - 
and  that  is  all  I  hrard.  i5ut  h-  didn't  talk  as  he 
Wsiiall\  dm-,  ami  he  snuiuh  d  I'lhihily  i.ilii.  I-  than 
rcsp.ct  rill."" 

Xnw  that    I  thiidv  ^'f  it.  his  hiisliw  liack'  r  talk  seems 
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ratli'T    o\-ir(lin(\     T    wondrr    \\liat    tiny    arc    that    lu; 
tliinks  tJic  wnrl.l  is  full  of.'  "" 

••  I  have  ,t  ^;ispi(iuii  that  Iw  r(f(  rnd  to  wc.nicn.  IIt> 
w,i~,   ivi(l(  iitl\'    tr>iiit:   to   c-uriif'Tt    Major   Wallace,    wliu 

S'illli(ii(l    ni    ;i     tclllpci.'' 

Juiir  I.H.kcd  straiuht  aluail  ami  jilud  the  paddle  in 
silence,  iiiid  Alice  rc(,Mrd'  ■!  her  with  siudiii},' i-yes.  Neither 
spi.ke  f,,r  s.\,  lal  ininutc.->.      It  \\a~>  Alice  who  l)r()kt'  the 

sill  Ili'c. 

'■  \n\i  ;ire  th-  i)r.ttie>t  u'iii  I  know."  she  >-aid  siuhh'nly. 
'■  And  I  Im  li.\e  \  oii  arc  as  dear  as  you  look  ;  and  we  are 
eoiisMis.  of  sdi'f-,,  if  you  will  acknowledt'c  niy  yran*!- 
fatle  r      so  l.-t  "s  Ix-  fi?'  nds." 

■  \'ou  arc  \cry  iroud."  replied  June,  hiushin!,'.  ""  ^'">i 
are  \(  ry  ^i  n<roiis  and  I  hope  \  <  ry  much  wc  ^hall  he 
fni  lids  ;  l)Ut  iVieiuMiip  is  a  Ihlt  tlunj,'  to  decide  on 
so  (piicklv.  Vol!  may  not  lik<'  me  when  you  know 
nic." 

■■  Vou  mean  that  we  may  di^a^rec  ahout  soiiuthint; 
important  and  want  to  ti^ht.  That  is  posMlile,  of 
course  hut  not  at  all  likely.  I  think.  1  ho})c  we-  shall 
lit    I'ri.  nd->.  an\  \va\  ."" 

■"  So  i|.,  1.  That  is  tile  so.mdcst  he::nuun!.:  ol'  frn  nd- 
shi|).     Till  I'e   IS  our  iii\st<'nous  Malachi   l)a\is,   lisiung. 

I  ic    seeni>    to    !•!     ,al'  III'  . 

.Malaehi  Wiis  scaled  on  a  c(dar  root  th.at  overhung  the 
stream,  castin','  hiimuidly  with  a  liLjlit  rod.  Ili,  \side 
hat  of  Mack  I'elt  w;is  tipped  o\er  his  c\es,  and  from 
li.ii.aili  its  i.rmi  |>rotnidcd  a  (iif.ii<tte  m  a  li'iiij  tube. 
If,.  ,1;,!  II., t  se,  I  he  caiioe  utit  li  it  N'.as  w  it  liiii  ti  u  yards  o| 
liini.      Th.  n   he    midc   a   ^'rah   at    his   hit    with  th''    very 

..>..!.  Ill        ..(,nl^.,t>     i>l'     liltliur     if        ch.llli'i  d     his     muid     as 
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siii|'!''m!v  aii'l  I  \  i.l.iit  ly.  fuiniiic'l  tli''  Mff(  iiirnfr  hi  lulffi  ;ir 
aii.l  liiLiHy  l..-t  IimM  ,,{'  it.  It  \\\\  tu  tlir  >trciuii  like  a 
WMiiii  ii  ij  cimw  an'l  llii;itr;|  off.  Th'-  caiiiH  sliot  ni'tiT  it 
ail. I  \'n'-<-  \nnk  it  ill.  'I'll'  II  .Inn.'  turii'il  shnir\v;inl  and 
rail   t  li"  call'  »    iiit^i  t  lie  l)aiik. 

"■  Win  !(   ail'  thr  nih.is  r  '■  site  asknl  {]]<■  VMuni,'  man. 

■'  I  lust  'iiii.  iiiariii."'  Ill-  r<'j)!i'(i.  ■"  so  I  caTlatiii  sis 
h'.u    'h.    !vs|    tliiiiLT  to  do  w.iuM  \h-  to  sit  still  till  tluy 

Co;  1 11'    !i:i''k.'" 

••  \\li\  do  you  talk  likf  that  .■'  Do  you  thnik  it 
ell  \-i'r  .■'  ""  aski  i|   Ali''''. 

'•  I  ain't  clrvi  r.  Miss  l{i  A'a^-il.  Xo  never  was,  nor 
iie\-,  r  hi. I  iiipeji  sehoolm"."  he  aiis'.\(red.  with  vou-e 
ail  I  air  of  deep  huiiiility.  And  ai'ter  a  hrief  pause  he 
adile.j.  \-,  I  more  huiiihlw  ■  Td  iie\'  called  t'other  ual 
1)\   Inr  name  \>n.  hut    I  lorixot  IIh'  chune  it's  sunt.'  to." 

■■  Xo\v  v  Ml  ale  chei  k\"."  cxcl.uined  .Mice,  laughing. 
'■ 'I'hat  1-  ch(  .  k.  e\>n  if  yoii  ;ire  as  ignorant  anddulhis 
you  pret.  lid  to  he.  IJut  you  are  not.  \'ou  arc  a  I'rand  ! 
\Vc  s,,  tluMiii^rl,  \-,,ur  Lraiiie.  Miss  de  la  Keward  and  I. 
Vou  e,in  sp,  ,tk  ipiite  as  correctly  as  any  <>t'  us,  so  please 
don't  continue  to  put  xoursi  If  to  the  troiiMe  ot'  inurdcr- 
111"  I  he  Moor  iiid  l,in<'iia<'e  unless  it  amuses  \i'U  very 
much    iiidei  d." 

From  hi-  p.  reh  on  the  root  the  \ounif  man  r.  yarded 
her  with  a  in w  e\prt^sioii  in  his  i  yes.  'I'hev  were  clear 
cyos.      lie  lioked  from  Jur  to  .luiie. 

■'  It  d'l  -n't  amiis.  nie  vei\  much,"  he  said.  ^ra\e|y. 
■■  l!    IS  Ix  asllv  I'ai,'  niosj    of  the  time  :    and   I'm  I'.fraid   I 

hr-.'C    liceli    oVer.loilMjr   ij    ,|    little   (luilIlL,'   tile    'a-t    f e W    (laVS, 

How    ,|i,l  \ou  spot    nie  lor  a  Iraiid  '.' 

•■    |.'..i-     ..11..     lliMi.r       I     1 1\  .   rill  •!  1-,  I      Villi      t:ill.in(r     to     M.'llol' 
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WalLi'T   (his    )ii(>riiiti<,r   :is    I    p:isv^,l   your   trut."    n  plicl 

AIl.T. 

••.Mil  tli:il."'  ii"  s;uil.  tli'iuu'Ii!  rull>'.  ■■  I  \\('ntl(r  how 
iinirh  \ou  h'tiil.  1  ^li:ili  I'f  iiiMiT  (•ar<  fill  in  fiihiri-. 
Thank  hravcii  it  wa-,  you  who  lu  ani  iiir  :  for  I  fit  1  sure 
I  hit  \ou  two  Won't  l<t  u\i-  (lowu.  It  Is  Very  important 
tiiat  the  ])'op!c  on  tills  ri\rr  sJiouM  not  (  \-.  n  suspect 
\'viiat  \ou  know.  Tiiry  must  continue  to  tiiink  mc  the 
haiiri!' ■^s  ja\  I  louk  and  soumi.  Major  Wallace  knows 
ami  a'jr'rs  \\itli  nie.  I  tokl  him  all  about  it  when  \vc 
me!  at   I'last,  r  l{o(  k."" 

••  Di'l   \ou   know   Major  Wallace  hi  fore  you  met    him 

at      PI. 1st. T     IJoek    V    ■■     aske.l     .Mice. 

•■  \'e^,   i   knew  him  \'ery  well."" 

■•  Is  it  a  (li^L[raei  ful  thintj  your  reason  for  all  this  ?  *' 
askeil  .Inn-.  •'A  shameful  thinirV  ^'ou  know  what  I 
mean.'" 

••  1  know  wh  it  you  mean,  ami  I  thank  you  for  i)uttiniT 
it  that  way."  ha-  returned,  snnlint:.  '"  Vou  mve  me  credit 
t"or  di -I'liminat  ion  and  honesty.  I>|es^  you  !  So  1  liasteii 
to  assun  \,,ii  that  nou  nei  li  not  liesitatc  ahout  lieint^  as 
nice  to  me  as  \ou  can  and  as  my  assumed  cliaructcr 
p.  i-mit  ■.      1   am  not   in  disgrace,   hut   in  (huiircr.'' 

When  \ii!o>  Diicjle  |)ushed  his  hat  l-ack  from  his  face 
and  saw  tiiit  one  i.f  the  eaiioi  s  was  rr,,iie  from  its  hed 
in  the  Mu-hes.  Ills  lirst  thoULrht  was  of  I'od  Hcward.  He 
<T>>\  to  his  feel,  pi'ked  up  and  pocketed  his  ('()ld  pij)c 
and  Wen!  dow  n  t  o  t  he  edije  '"the  water.  lie  stared  up 
stream  and  down  str<am.  SceiuL'  not  hint:  but  wood 
and  wat.i-  and  sunshine,  a  ])air  of  brown  sa.ndpipers 
tlsiUL:  end  a  liUtrnsh'  d  kiiiijlisher  o!i  a  dt  ad  bram  h.  he 
!.><.. !•.•   111!  .\\\     '111.!    fiii-iii/1    mikI    'I  vet'iii  Ii  1 1    till'    liMiiL'    t(i  the 
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row  f)f  tents.  II(;  lookfd  into  each  tont  in  turn  and  was 
rcw.irilcd  only  l)y  u  sight  of  Mr.  Macl/Mn  prone  on  his 
hro.id  l).ick  witli  his  mouth  open.  He  went  to  the 
shack  and  found  old  Jessie  seated  on  the  ground  in  Ji 
etjrner,  wrapped  in  };er  d''ep,  wide-eyeil  reveries. 
lie  gazed  around  the  clearing  and  beheld  James 
Howard  digging  with  a  spade  at  the  foot  (jf  a  hig 
stumj).  He-  walked  o\  er  to  James,  who  was  far  too 
intent  on  his  unu->ual  occupation  to  se<.-  Jum  until  he 
spoke. 

"  Are  you  diggin'  worms  for  tiait  ?  "  asked  Amos. 

James  jumped  likf  a  hare,  then  lauglit-d  with  reli<f. 

■'  Lord  !  ^'ou  gave  hk-  a  start.  Anios  !  "  he  ex- 
claimeil.  '■  I  thought  it  was  my  frisky  dad  after  me. 
Worms  for  i»ait  '.''  \o,  1  liave  l)e(  ri  looking  for  wliat- 
cver  it  was  my  father  was  l)urying  here  tliat  night  I 
called  on  hiiii  and  got  hurt.  \\'hateV!-r  it  \\;is,  it  is 
gone." 

"  So's  one  ol"  the  canoes,"  said  Amos. 

"  What  ?  "  cried  Jaiiu  s. 

"  .So's  oiK'  of  the  canoes."  rijxated  the  guide.  '"  And 
the  young  ladies,  too."  hi'  added. 

The  millioiiairr  Hung  down  his  spadi-  ^Vlth  an  oath. 

"  Do  yiiu  lU'an  to  lr||  me  that  old  di  vd  has  carrud 
off  till'  ifirls  in  a  e.uioe  ?  ""  ]v  cried.  ""  Is  thai  what  you 
mean  ?      standiii!,'  there  like  a  damn  idiot  ! 

'■  I  guess  not."  returned  Amos,  with  unrulllrd  dignity. 
'■  ()ul\  a  I'oiil  \\ould  think  that.  My  tirst  idea  was 
that  l*od  had  suiaked  thf  canor  ;  hut  now  that 
I  can't  lind  hair  nor  I'eat  Ic  r  of  the  youuLT  lailies 
'roun.l   .ui\  Ns  lieies    I   liggir  that    it   was  them    took    the 
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"  T  l)(  t  yim  fire  rif^ht,"  said  Janus.  "  I  Ixt  it  was 
that  Kiiirlisli  tjiri's  idea.  Alice  wiiuldiTt  dream  of  doing 
Mieli  a.  timm  without  asking  my  permission.  \«n  gu 
ih.wn  strejin  and  1*11  go  up:  and  if  you  find  tluni, 
hruig  them  >traight  home. 

It  was  Amos  who  found  them.  They  \\(  re  still  talking 
to  voung  Malaehi  Davis.  He  got  into  the  eanue  and 
broui'ht   them  home. 


tllAPTKU    XX 


F.MIII.K    AND    St)N 


DOWN'  strciuii.  that  day.  there  wa^  drama;  and  up 
stream  then-  was  action.  Tlie  dramatic  situation 
down  stream  held  a  si  ed  of  romance  :  hnt  up.  when  the 
^vate^s  ran  swilter  and  shallowi  r  and  nn  ii  worked 
undistr;ieled.  the  aeiion  was  sheer  physical  adventure 
and  UK  lodrama. 

When    U>>\)    Sayle    and    Tom    Snicken    rencli-ed    the 
])oinl     where     tlie     fuuitixc     iiia(hnan     had     luen     tn- 
countered    the    (hiy   l)il'ore.    tliey    posted    X.kI    Sal)atis 
where  T'.m   had   iieeii   st.ationed   yistenlay  aiul  crossed 
the     stream     and     hid     in     the     busies     on     th.e     other 
sid<-.      Xm,  1    was    to    liold    his    .ground,   for  with  assist- 
ance so  close  at    hand  he  was  m  no   de<:ne   of   danger. 
lie    was    to    hold    it,    an\\\ay.    for    Tom    s;dd   so  ;    and 
Tom     had     the     rille.        Tlie    luuitt  rs     hoped     that      T.kI 
would    n  l)eat    h:s   ])<  i  i' irmaiiee   of  y.^tcrday  ;    in   which 
case,    while    I'od    hurl(<l    stoius    across    the    stream    at 
V,,,  I    tli<    d..r,,\,  t]ie\-    wdulil   arise    fnan    i'mlaish    and 
take  him  m  the  rear.     Tom  had  heard  sunicwheic  (bO 
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he  saicij  that  a  ni:  ^  pi  rsoii  al\va\s  tries  the  snuic  thing 
twk-e.  at  least  :  so  he  maintaindl  that  th(  ir  eli.mees  <>f 
success  I'll  this  oeea^ii'ii  wire  v»  ry  <,'iM.(h  l\<>\>  liknl  tlie 
plan  will  (UMUiili.  Only  Noel  Sahatis  thiiu<,'ht  it 
ri'tteii  :  l>nt  h<'  linl  not  dnuht  fur  a  :nunRiit  that  it 
Would  proiliuT  tlic  iiuuhiian. 

Til'   scliriiH  rs  had  not  Ion;,'  to  wait. 

I'od  luadc  liis  appearance  sucUlenly  and  viohntly— 
hut  oil  tliat  side  ol  the  stream  when-  lie  was  neither 
expeeted  iior  wanted.  Witli  an  inhuinau  yell,  he  hurh d 
himself  down  the  steep  and  bushy  hank  in  rear  of  Noel 
Saliatis. 

\m(  1  did  not  tarry  even  for  loni:  enouudi  to 
planer  o\,r  his  shoulder.  He  took  a  llyini,'  leap, 
and  y.llid  wlule  liynif,'.  His  lirst  jump  landed  him 
in  six  inch's  of  svatcr.  He  jumped  .apun  without 
a  iiioiiitnfs  delay  and  arjain  aU'!  aj^'ain.  His 
fourth  jniiip  sphishcd  him  in  mid-stream.  The 
swift  and  merrv  water  rolled  him  over  and  undt  r 
an  I  sh  -ii'l' 'i  him  on  a  !:!ossy  l)oulder  liki'  a  wounded 
sali'ion. 

Tie  n  Hoi)  ami  Tom.  amhiislud  on  ihe  wrorm  side  of 
the  stn  am.  tluiw  off  tin-  paralysis  of  astonishment  that 
froze  them  and  dashed  to  the  rescue.  I'od  ^n'ceted  tlu  ir 
a])pcarancc  v  th  a  shower  of  stones  of  various  shapes 
and  si/t  s.  One  unit  of  that  s]iu\v«r-  fortunately 
a  lound  one  of  moderate-  si/.c  hit  Tom  Snieken 
a!»o\c  the  nu;ht  eye.  .Viiother  rau<,dit  l)oi)  on  the 
shin  :  and  \et  another,  almost  a.,  larjfe  as  a  loaf  of 
bread,  sniotc  Noel  .Sabatis  on  the  ril)s  where  he  lay 
sprawled  and  exposed  oji  i\v  inossy  boulder  in  mid- 
sUeani. 
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Boh  wad  (1   out  and   hrou^^lit   N'n.  1   aslu-rc  and   then 
hath-.l   Tom's   uncunHcious   Ik  ad    uutii    lir   (>iHii<(i    hi- 


cy<s. 


lurt  d 


'•  What     price    peace     hy    Cliri.;tinas  ?         imirnn 

Tom. 

i'od  .li<l  n.,t  att.inpl  to  cross  the  stn  am.  l)ehi:ht«<l 
with  his  (Hiiek  victory,  he  scram M<d  to  the  top 
of  th.-  hank  and  duekrd  into  the  wo,,,!..  He 
turn.d  to  Ills  left  ahnost  immrdiat<ly  and  traveUed 
fast.  Evcrv  now  and  th^n  he  hdled  f..r  a  moment 
mid  ^ave  car  to  ihr  w-n-h  and  th-'  soft  \vhisp<T  .>f 
thr  stream  in  tlie  d.  .  p  hed.  Iist.mn^'  tor  som-tlun^ 
rise.  Alter  he  had  covered  a  conpU"  of  miles^.  he 
slack. ned  his  sp.ed  ;in<l  v.ent  more  cautiously.  Twice 
he  st<.le  out  t..  thr  .'.II'.'  of  the  ihickcl  at  til.-  top  of  tlic 
hank  and  jx end  down  at  th.  empty  river.  Now  and 
tlicn  lie  sat  down  and  lauj^iud   heartily,  hut   xsilhout   a 

sound. 

To  t.  ll  the  truth.  Pod  was  having  the  best  tim.  ot  liis 
life.  X.v.r  l)ehirc,  in  all  nis  y.ars  of  freedom,  had  he 
frit  so  fre(  as  now.  He  had  luver  hi.  ii  mail  enouurh  in 
the  pa-t  to  fully  enjoy  Iuiiim  If.  .\.  Iw  \va>  I n c  to 
throw  stones  at  everyone  hr  saw.  and  io  scare  people 
half  out  of  till  ir  uils.  and  to  kill  ihat  fool  Not  ^  Sah.itis 
when.ver  it  smtrd  his  whim.  He  telt  as  w.  II  in 
hi.dy  as  he  had  in  the  hcy<luy  of  his  youth,  and 
much  htttir  m  mind  and  spirits.  11  <ouid  thmk 
quick  as  li},ditnin«,'.  and  ot  th.  m..st  astonishing,'  and 
cntcrtainin.u'  tlun.'s.  He  culd  make  pictur.s  inside 
his  head  oFtliin{,'s  he  had  ne\ir  so  nuu  h  as  suspected 

before. 

1.   I   .;!..i,4l,      ll    wi'v  ill    his  thoui'hts   ol 
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Ills  -^cii  .T.'uiics.  He  km  w  t)i;it  .Tanit  V  \v;int>il  [<> 
ratcli  liiin  .-ind  t.tkc  him  to  X.  w  \<>vk  iind  >-imt 
lii'ii  ii|>  •ill  aloiif  ill  a  liMiisr  as  IhlT  :i'^  i';tn  Wli.ilin's 
store.  An. I  tlif  joke  was  tliat  .T.-iim-.  had  im  nicro 
rhaiifc  I'f  'atchiiif,'  liim  tlian  Iir  liad  (.f  cililimL'  a 
li^h-liawk.  f<<v  lit'  could  tly  as  wiil  as  anv  li^h  hav.  k. 
Yes,  lie  c.-nld  Hy  !  That  \s  as  one  <,i'  th'  thir)i:s  he 
had  learnt  to  d,,  in  the  last  fc  w  da\-.  Smin  t  itu<  s 
}'■■  i.'nLdi'd  a!  th.'  tli.,nL.'ht  of  Ian  Mael.ean.  Oh. 
y<  s,  ii.  kn.  \v  \\h.>  that  l)i<r  I'.  Il.i\s-  \va>  an.l  \\]\\ 
he  had  <'oiii.  |o  IVher  (  rei  k.  He  was  the  hoss  o|'  ail 
patne-wrinlens  and  vjxcial  e..nstal)Ies.  an.]  he  was 
lonkinj:  for  old  i'.-d  1{.  war.!.  II--  would  i..ok  ;.  ]Mvtty 
fftnl,  wouldn't  h.  .  wh.  n  I'..d  ll<  u  ni:hl  awav  fr.ini  und.  r 
his  nose  some  daw 

I'od  kn.  u  <\-ery.ine  in  eamj)  by  si^lif  :,n,{  IxlMved 
tli:d  t  h' \  hail  all  come  to  assist  m  liis  capture; 
'"'♦  'i'  II"  l"nL'<  r  f.  It  -Auuvy  with  th.in  lor  .iiipro- 
priatmt;  liis  s|iack  and  clearinLT.  11  no  l..nL"r 
tntdtained  th.'  wi^l,  t..  IViLrht.  n  th-m  au,.\-  from 
I-isher  Cnik.  11.  mt.n.l.d  to  scare  thtm  at  e\ii'v 
"I'portumty.  .-md  .v.iitualiy  to  kill  ,i  (Vw  of  them  : 
*'"'  1"  \v,,ul.|  ha\<'  felt  ^r.atly  atrtrrieved  if  they 
had  l.roken  camp  and  <."mh'  away.  H.  fi.Mnd  th.  m 
\<rv  (  fit- rtaininu  and  th.r.-  wiis  {'<«<,]  to  h.  had 
for  the  takin*.'  wh.n  his  oun  ^upplx  (,f  provisions 
was  .\hausl,d.  ii.  Iia.l  alr.a.!\  rcmrorcrd  his 
<iwin<lliim  st.M'k  of  tea  an.l  hacon.  '  The  u'uards  who 
p:itioilcd  the  c.-imp  at  ni._'ht  wer.'  jok.  s  t.i  Intu. 
I!iit  then  u„s  ,.iic  mcndii  r  of  ih-'  party  whom 
h.    ne\,  I'   t....k   lilxriics  with   (IkaoihI  the   little    matter 

of    at  1 1  inlit  liiir     f,,     I.Kvi.      I..  ..     ..i;....      ...      il  1 1.  V         .     ! 
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of  whn.n  ho  v,as  alVai.l  :  and  llmt  ^vMs  <^A  J- ssie 
Sal, alls.  H.-  Im^  Ix.ii  alrai.l  ..i'  li- r  aia!  n-w.  m  his 
"„',;i,l.!.ss,  hr  saw  lunualaM.  <iu:,l,.i-.  ii.  h' r  that  lif 
|,;;,1  nut  vus].,  cIm!  in  his  ,h,ll  -lays  <.l  sanity.  StraiiLn' 
to  say.  hr  lia.l  rnnip!.  My  iMf-MM.n  H.-'  i!..  ^'h  ni  <-! 
s(  ttliitr  liir  tn  thi    cal'in.  ^ 

i»,>,l  was  Within  a  inih'  "\'  thr  .'.Mnp  u  h'  ii  h'^  h' an. 
s,,nHthiirT  cciuiiii:.  It  uas  soP.i.t  hili-i  Im^'  a.K.i  -'it- 
sh,Hl  ntlirr  a  luar  or  a  man.  Ii-  c-ntmu.  .1  L' 
n.lvaia-r  thruu-jh  Ih.'  Lru^li.  -^•^^l^  ^'I'.l  with  n-  m-iv 
noise  th.Mi  a  sli.i,h,w.  11-  sunt,  saw  that  it  was  a  iii.ili  — 
,nnr.  .  that  it  uas  his  hit:  -'H  .I;.mm  ^.  U'  ha.i  h-t  his 
t'(  ar  ol"  .laiiii  --. 

I'o.l  ;ii>p.ar('l  siuh!.  lily  l:(h.r.    liis  son  and  iitt.i-«l  :i 

trnili.'   V'.  h.     .laiiMs  L'limh'l   and   tunu.l  and  ran.      H-' 

was   II,   f;,il    th-ht.    ^Mth   III.    old    man   ■';    r,iil   cry   at    his 

h,,lv.    h,  h-iv    Im     h  id    tiriK     ♦-    t'..ii:iuh,t.     a    n  asonahh- 

tho.,.'l,l.      And      vn  it  was  t.n  lat,    t..  think,  r.  a^Miahly 

or    ,Mh.  rxMsr.       T.  M-.M-     had     hiin     hv     th-     li'avt      likr 

llUilri.     .-r     i<v.     and     1  V     til.       na]).      •  f     t  h.      l.'  rk     likr 

a„     irv     umd:     and     his    h  u's     n.,.uM    hav.      .■  lUMd    tc 

slop   uoikmu'   1'    tluy   had   1m. n    .■Miifrout.d    hy    all    tlif 

l.rst     thnnL'lit     m    thr   world.        I'aiur    hnl     him     !->     tia 

lucls. 

.lam.s  took  .v,ryth,ng  m  hr  -Irldr  that  happ- nr( 
to  stand  "i-  hr  ah.n):  his  dinvt  hm  of  Ihi^lit—youn) 
spnic.s.  l.nsh.s.  .lumps  ot  iVin.  laiiiihs  of  ul.hr 
:u,.l  th.  trunks  u(  hiih  n  tn -s.  Tm  Pod.  uln.  foUowc. 
h;n-,i  .-liai  ^ot  swit.l.r.l  l.y  :..aii>  h.A>h  hrantdus.  h 
s.,ni<-d  to  l!\.  This  surpiMd  I'nd.  \U  hadn" 
susp..t.d  hi^  s.in  of  h.mu  ..!'1<-  t..  do  it.^  S..  h 
Hew,    too.       ii<'     t h  w     iikt'    Ji    iish-hawk  .    uud    sti;;    a 
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Jjnt      tll<-     S\\  itclliri!,'-,     nf    the     (itlld's      liJljllt.        Si»     1\C     (IfW 

like  a  crow  ;  .inl  .  \<  ti  tli.it  wasn't  last  iiiniiirh. 
.laiiH  s  was  llyir.c,'  Iiki-  a  duck  m>  I*i>i1  i\\t\  the  saiiif. 
(MadiHss  has  its  ci.niix  iisat  i(iii>.  (  \  iili  nt  !y ).  Hut 
«'Vfn  a  (link  cniilil  Tt  <i\(i-takc  JaiiK  s.  su  tin-  nld  man 
lit  r:if  lit  i-  111  .ix  il\  I'draiiirii  mi  a.  iiii»!in<l  I't' iiimss,  ami 
ilA\<-  up  t  lit-  pinsuit . 

.lauK  s  ki  [)t  {.'"lULf  at  I'lil!  ^])(  f  (I  for  s<'\(ial  hundreds  (if 
y.irds  after  I'txl  iiad  ei\'ri  up  the  chase.  Tiu  ii  Ik^ 
n  dueed  to  half  speed  ;  and  liv  tin  tunc  he  r(  ached  the 
clejiriutj;  iiis  rate  of  niu\-(:iii  nt  was  xaicrK  pereeptd)ic, 
111  lay  Hat  nn  his  {'nfi'  |"i.r  fully  rdtiiii  luinutr-,  Ik  lore 
he  was  atile  to  <  \plain  hi>  e>in(htiiin  to  tieise  who  stood 
a!i\i<>u>ty  arciiiiid  hiiii  asking  ipa-tiMn^  and  'unnc; 
w.iti  r  1  111   hnii. 

.Iaiii<  s  had  11'  t  a  LT'cat  iha.  to  s,'i\-  i  ,\'  his  \p(  rieuce. 
lie  inl'ofmed  t  hi  ni  t  hat  In  had  im  t  his  fal '  •■  iiie  xp.  et<  il- 
ly :  and  W  Ik  n  (pH  slion.  d  \>\  Alice.  In  adimlt'  d  t'  t  h' 
h.id  M'lt  Iriid  .crN  hard  to  effi ct  a  e.iphiir.  I'm  fear  nf 
hurtiiii,'  tl.i-  n|d  iiMii.  'I'lieii  he  retired  'o  Ills  hunk  in 
the  shack  and  wasdi.s,  d  with  s(\ir.d  \,iii(tiis  of  Ik  rh- 
tca    liy  old   .Jessie. 

When  Hoh  .and  T'lu  appeared,  siipp' ut  ihlj  N"<  1 
Saliitis  l)(tween  tin  III  lloi)  liiiijtiii),'  and  T<'in  with  ft 
l)lue  i'linip  oV(  r  iPiie  eye  Mr.  Mael,(  an  said  that  in  his 
opine'ii  I'lsh' r  *  ri  i  k  was  not  a  satV  or  lit  plaee  for 
\<iunif  ladies. 

I',\i  i\  l)od\-  mnainod  in  the  ramp  for  the  reniftind(  r 
I'f  th'-  day;  and  aftir  sundown  .Inhn  de  la  Uew.ird. 
.\ieh' r    Wallaei-    and    Majailii     l)a\is    witU    I'li    miard. 

'I'heS  W(re  to  he  l(lii\(d  at  I'lle  <i"el()(k  iu  the 
.....,-.,,11.,,       I,,  \..,,..  U..I.       .....I       I...,       \l....l   ......  T 
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Siii'kiu     was     .  A<t!M-.l     If. ,111     .luty     Inriiusc     of     liis 

hv:u\.  ,  . 

'I'ii''  liiLlht  ])rM,l  \M!li'.nt  ;i<ci>l.  II'.  Mil.nlii  l>;iMS 
s,  t  ..nt  r.M-  ri;i-t.r  l{-rk  Hi-  lirst  tli:ii._'  m  tin  in. 'ruiiiil. 
uitl,  Ar-I.'  r  \V;ill;M-. 's  .viim,-  awl  pmin-si.  ,11.  for  ]M-..- 
xis|,,iis  ;,im!  luiiil.  U<  MiiKl'  til''  'l..\Mi-tnp  in  nc-nl 
tunc.  .  inlKM-kinir  iti  t!i.  tuili<:lit  I.,  f-n  sunns.-.  wIkh 
ti,,.  ,l,s,1.it.a  Nshppi'or-wills  \v(n-  lit  th.ir  l..u,i.st, 
iiii.i  ;ini\iii-  at  th.-  vil!;i<:.-  in  tiin.  T^r  :l  s(i'.,n<l 
hnakt'iist. 

Wi.l'.vv  (ars.m  dcliuiit"!  ">.  s,  r\  iii'j  t'"<"l  t"  Ik  r  iaiiky 
l.Mar.i- r  an. I  wutciiinL'  liini  cat  it.  M  ^\<ih\  -'f  linii 
.|„  put  .■.nwtli.  I  'li.  k  into  til-  kit'  Ic  11  st..\c.  I"..r 
l,i,n  ^\v  iMMP  \  !i'  r  lii:lit-t  panc:,k.s  ;m.l  poiiivd 
h,.,-  (.|,;,nst  aii.l  In.nL'-t  .-I'l.--.  S...  liaMni:  <.n(v 
sll.AVU  hiniscir  h.  nui'lit  as  u.ll  have  \v\<<\  \n  jump 
uornss  Uic  mouth  ot  To!.!. pic  ;,s  to  avo,,!  a  s.  .  oiul 
1,,.,  ;,lj.,,t.  >h'  s.it  h:m  .louii  III  t!i.'  kitcli.  n.  ai  :i 
t,,l,|,.  xMth  a  f.  <l-li..i<h  n.l  cloth  on  it  uithiu  arm's 
,.,,;, ell    ,,|-    the    >.to\.-.    I.fisk.'l    up    liiv    .'lui    ])ut    on    t)ic 

pridiil'  . 

•  \-,,,,  Muit  pluinpiir  np  II. m'.  Maiaclii.  "  slu" 
j,,,i,p  ■■ 'I'lii-  here  i.mnin"  'r..nn.l  with  th.'  sjx.rts 
;,i,,"t  .loiu"  \.'U  no  ji.MKi.  I  ii..nt  no  m.n.'n  «,m  t 
luo  of  f\tni'  li' -h  .'H  t.i  \«i'  ribs 
,  lip  ri\  <  y  an"  h'sr  it  all.  .\n 
ti,,  ^     |,;i,n     \  ,,kr  fiLfai.  tt.  s,    too.    which    ain't 

,,o'u;,ys  fatt-nm".  V-.  r  stil!  ;.t  the  t:r..\Mir  ni^v, 
Mahifhi.  an"  what  ><mi  n- -  .1  is  r.  milai  naah-  four  or  live 
tinus  a  .lay  an"  ji^t  .ii.iUL'h  wik  l..r  to  k.  .  P'  ><ni 
suppl.  .  N\hy  <l«'n"t  .^""  !^"t  '^  J"''  ='^  *""^  k.ipin"  in 
tlu-  null  .'    " 
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■■  Xo  in'aiii,"  s.iiii  Mal.u'hi.  Ifi  p,itis(  i|  riHictivcly, 
w.iiuli  i-iml:  !t'  he  -h'mi.l  Ivivr  sunl  m'aiii  <ir  luanii.  ""  I 
waiih  i-  l»t-  a  LT'i'ili  .""  li'-  (■'iitimiiil.  ""  I  LTot  t '  r  lain  llic 
ri\i  I'.     'I'll'  I'-"--  li!_r  iiiMrifN'  :n  ^u'llin"."" 

Shr  pa— •il  111'  j)aiiiMk  s  h  .t  I'l':'!!  till'  <,'i-;i|iilc  to  his 
pi  itf.  IT-  (ii'l  liii  l)(>t.  \\  hull  \\  Is  a--t  I  liiisliiiiL^K'  ;j;ii(>(l  ; 
lait  t'l  inak'-  lur  (ic-ist  t'l-ciii  cmmI  imiiriLT  'li'  pntccss  dl" 
frwiiLT  ■tuij  pissju^r  ;l11  (|a\,  ji'  was  I'lH-iid  t<i  iiim\(  hi-. 
plit'-    nut    (pf    hrr    iiadi. 

Ill-  Will'  t..  Dill  Whiliii's  a;i'l  aski  .1  i|'  t  h  it  were 
any  Irtlcjs  f,.r  liiinsc  It'.  Malai  lii  Dasis.  Tlu  ii-  were 
net. 

I)"v(  kii'iu  aii'.tliini;  a')i>iit  wli'ir  till-,  h  ic  hm 
MacLt  an.  l-ls,pii!-,  .  Uis  i^r,  ,t  Kiias.  if  [■>';"  aski  d  Dan. 
•  ■"U  aiii  riui,'  two  linlk\  (n\"(lii]).  s  h.  arinu  Xt  w  \'(iik 
piist  -marks.'" 

II'  am"!  i'ar  I'loUi  wlu  i''  iii\  huss  is  (•amj)i(|.""  ri  plied 
MaLi'hi. 

■■ 'I'll' II  ye  kin  taki-  this,  tip  to  him.  an'  tell 
him  I  s,  lit  "t-m.  an'  -iiin  this  iu  ir  icci  ij)|,'  sani 
Whal- n. 

Malai  111  sj^riud  111,.  !•((•(  ipl.  mad'-  h,  puirhasis.  rr- 
tmn'  .1  mislc;i(|in;_r  aiiswi  r,  to  .|o/fHs  df  ipn  sliou  aiioiit, 
Mac|,(an's  party  an-l  Arch'T  \\a!!ar,'s  domt:^.  and  took 
hi--  d<  p.irt lire. 

■"Ill  "^  a  \^'  lliiicamn'  ciis..  that  nouiI'.,'  M.ilachi." 
Sii'l  Dan  to  a  I'ut'MiK  r  for  shiiiL.d<  -nuis.  '"  an'  '-tiadv  as 
a  sc«i\\  hut  th'  If  ain't  no  mmc  ^'il -np-an  ^it  to  luni 
than  t''  thii  th'i'-  ho\  ()|  hisi'iiits  \  1  r  srttin  in.  He 
Won't  ii'Vir  make  ;i  liist-iatc  tiuidc.  i'o|-  all  hi 's  smart 
«>n  till  nviT.  iMcaiisc  he  wont  nt  \  a  r  hiin  to  inaki-  thi* 
nio-ji  oi  ills  oppoitunitirs." 
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"  M;.y!ic     \<r     riL'lit.     Daii."    rctviniol    the    cii-.tnincr 
"  l)ul  iv's  ^<it  a  shiU'-  to  lu^  <■>(   imw  lUid  agiii  tlial  l<'<)ks 
liki-  to  mc  a^  it  \rr  urcn;,'.'' 
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JAMHS    MAKI'.S    A    TOOL    I'l.AY 

\Mi',S  IM'W  AHl)  nwdkc  tli;it  ninriiine:  in  u  l<>w  iiiofxl 
;iihl  ill  pli\ -ic;il  discDiiifort .  He  aciicd  all  uvtT 
I'l'Mii  hi>  uiiaccustiinicd  cxirtioiis  of"  tin-  day  licfdrc. 
'I'll'  pri'M'  III  of  his  I'athrr's  future  \v(iii:li('<l  (in  his  mind. 
If  •  hi  I  II'  \i  r  tVjt  s.i  htth-  h'tj)'-  of  solvinij  it  as  now. 
Pi  ill  !])-  th-  l)(st  thinir  to  do  would  hr  to  leave  thi'  old 
man  fo  his  w^iid  and  violent  deviees  ;  hut  could  he 
eon-^eii  ntiMiivK  il..  that  ".■'  I'od  was  his  father  I  a  had 
oil.-,  liiit  iiM  hi'-  lath,  r:  and  he  hit  an  uneasy  suspicion 
that  hi-,  M\\n  uni-xp,  <'tcd  arrival  on  FisJier  Cnck  liad 
!)e.  u  th'  linal  st!a\\  tliat  had  broken  the  l)aek  of  the 
old  mail's  sanit\-.  Sli"  .id  he  hiU'c  the  madman 
t.t  \.ll  and  tlii.iw  st.)!!.^  at  liis  own  wild  whim,  how 
lojiMT  wiMil.l  :•  he  hefiire  soincoiie  shot  lum.  or  the 
authorities  captuird  hini.  or  he  eonunitted  murder  or 
suicide. 

It  striiK,!  tw  .T.Uiai,  that  the  (irst  thinj:  to  do  towa.rd 
soKiiii^  the  jn.'i.K  III  was  to  reduce  the  population  of  the 
camp.      It   scriiiid  to  him  (in  tlie  moo<l  that   ha      Irm) 

i  iiai   i  il'  I  r  w  el  (•  i  ic  'il^il  pe.  .pic  ( vn  I  isiui  (.1  i-ek  \\  ie  I  liuin  T 
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III  li  ii^f  there  to  (lli\'e  even  :i  suiie  jxrvnp.  iil.'Ki.  What 
th'  li'  \il  li;i(l  iiiNpind  .lohn  <le  la  Hewaiil  tn  euine  iios'M;,' 
uj)  int.)  this  V.  iltierii' ss  ?  Oh.  he  km  w  enriuxity  <.•>  n- 
ceniiii",'  his  laiiiily  :  l)ut  what  suit  of  n  hsoh  was  tliat  for 
a  i,Mo\\n  man  ".'  Mvcii  so,  \vh\  had  he  liroUL'liI  .Tiiiir  aiui 
Ihr  U\ir  ilul.  Ian  MacLean  ".''  He  didn't  \sani  this  par- 
ticular chapter  ol'  liis  I'annly  lii^tory  aired  hcinre  Ian  or 
any  ot  hi  r  .Mad, can.  Tins  {)aiticiilar  pii  cc  of  th'-  uood 
was  pn\ati-  jiidp(itv.  he  slioiild  hke  pi  oplc  to  knms  I 
l'ii\ate  pi-op(  ity.  to  th''  (  \ti  nt  of  tuo  or  t  hii  i  hundred 
acres,  hi  d  ha\c  them  \inderstand  I  And  a>  if  de  la 
1{(  ward^  and  a  MacLean  were  not  (  nou^li.  licrc  \\  as  this 
.Major  I  And  wljat  liad  hrou^ht  him  ?  Tiiis  June  de  hi 
Reward  I  James  wislud  that  tlie  .^Iajor  would  <:ral) 
J  line  and  run  awa}'  wit  ii  her.  and  that  all  the  rest  of  thcni 
— cxrept  .\liec  and  Hoi)  Sayle  would  uivc  ejiase  and 
kccj)  liLjIlt  on  ^foin^'- 

The  fact  is,  Janics  frit  more  worried  about  his  daucfhter 
than  al.oul  his  fatlier.  lie  had  planned  a  line  thili<;: 
and  ii'ri  it  was  ^'oinj,'  to  pieces  tinder  his  \  cr\'  nose. 
lie  had  ifone  aliout  it  the  ri^lit  wav  l)ut  what  was  tin; 
iis(    .'      Hot)   Sa_\  lo   was   Ixhavini^   like    a  darned    \ouii(t 

tool! 

He  felt  slii^rhtly  lictter  ill  miiid  and  hod\'  and  teiujtcr 
after  lueakfast.  |{\it  he  kept  to  his  hunk  and  held 
lirni  to  his  intention  of  startmij  something'  Ik  fore  much 
K)ni,'er.  The  whole  situation  was  iia/v  as  cia/v  as 
I'od.      It  hid  to  III    hroken  np.  somehow  or  other. 

.Mice  a!id  June  came  in  iiatid  in  hand  to  see  J;imes  just 
allec  he  had  hjjhted  his  tirst  ci^ai'. 

•'  '   lut   lift)   dollars  tlierc  arc  no  two  otiier  such  eve- 
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other,  in  anv  quurtcr  of  the  glohc  this  iimrnini^,"  he 
v.-ii.l. 

Tilt'  skirls  th.iiiki-d  liim.  and  Alice  kissed  him.  He 
eoiit  imi.'d  to  look  iiitciilly  uiid  adniirin(,'ly  I'roni  one  to 
th'    oth-  r. 

"■  \'>  111  don't  show  a  (h'op  of  Reward,''  h'-  said  to  Alit^'e  ; 
"not  ;i  ll.tw  or  a  sriiudL^c  of  that  lilood.  ^  ou  look 
lik<'  \our  iiiotlur.  \'ou"rc  lucky,  kid.  ,\nd  I  don't 
Sit-  anv  of  it  in  you,  June  -hut,  of  course,  your 
strain  of  the  hri  id  escaped  the  mixture  that  we  ran 
into   a   cniple    of  t^'enerat  ions  aj^o  ia    this    curM-d  nook 

of    the    wood-,.' 

"  Mut  \ou  know  I  am  not  a  Reward."  said  June. 
"  I  should  lie  vei-y  {)roud  to  he  dad's  daurrhti  r  in  hlood 
as  Well  lis  in  heart  -hut  I  am  only  his  l)y  adopt  inn  and 
d(\otion.  I  am  sure  I  sliould  lonk  jusf  a>  not  any 
Worse  than  I  do   -if  dad  were  really  my  father." 

"  I  had  forgotten  tliat,"  nturned  James. 

"  He  (,'a/,ed  at  her  in<iuirin^ly. 

"  I  aui  Witehi  ry  hy  liirfh,"  ■^he  said,  her  clueks  paling 
shijhtly  and   her  eyes  d.arkeninij. 

"  I  haij  not  heard,"  r<  plied  James,  in  a  more  gentle  and 
eoiisidi  r  N'oiee.  '"  It  seems  to  me  a  very  ap{)roprialc 
name,  my  di  ar." 

■■  Witeh'TV,"  cried  .Mice.  ■"  I  lo\-e  it.  Juno 
Wifehery  :  •' 

"  I'lease  (jtiu't  sav  it  or  speak  of  it,"  said  June 
(puetly  .and  s  uneuhat  unsteadily,  turnini;  to  iicr  and 
touehiui^  lit  r  liilitl-  ■'  Datl  dots  ili.t  like  it  d(i<  s  not 
like  to  hi  ar  it  tti  he  remniihd  of  th'-  trutii  that  I  am 
not  a  de  la  R-ward.  Other  peoph;  do  nut  kri'iw  who  I 
.im      t)V  niiiii. 
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Alice  kisx'l  h' r.  '"It  is  ;i  family  secret ,"  she  said. 
"  S<i  we  must  Hi)!  I  I'll  aiU'Uii- t  hat  tli<ri'  is  \Vitcucry 
ill  till-  lamily,""  slie  contimieil.  tuiiiim^  to  .launs. 

"  \')  ii'cd  of  tcUini^  it."  ans\v(  red  ,Jaiiie>.  witii 
a  siiiii'-  that  \vas  not  of  unmixcil  (l(!i(,'ht.  "  Witcliery 
and  m;i(hii  ss  I  \'ou  two  settiiit!;  the  camp  l>y  the 
ears  with  \"our  weh,  \our  remai'kal)le  evt  s  and 
your  ext  raordmarv  noses  and  your  unusual  chins  and 
old  Pod  raising  hill  with  Us  from  the  outsi<le  witli 
liis  war-w  hoi  )])s  and  chmiks  of  rock  I  I  dont  see  how 
we  are  to  keep  th'-  lijj;ht  of  this  family  under  a 
busjul." 

.\  le\s-  nmiutes  later,  wli'-n  Alice  was  tryini^  to 
wor.i!  .uid  wrest  a  Malistet  h  iji  n<l  out  of  old  .Ic^sii' 
Saliatis.  James  said  \<  ry  tiuntlx  to  Juik  ,  "Will  you 
coiiic  liaek  as  soon  as  \'ou  can.  aluue,  a;)d  talk  to 
mc  '.'' 

June  letui'ncd  to  the  shack.  aloiK  .  h  ilf-an-liour  later, 
and  at  .Tami  s"  icquest  sat  down  on  the  up-cudeii  hiscuit 
bo\   outside   his   hunk. 

'■  Ft  is  \(r\  e;oi  xl  (if  \i)U  lo  eoiiie,'"  h<'  said.  "  I  ^^;•.nt 
vour  ad\icc  about  something'  soimthin;:  \(.ry  im])(  r- 
tant."" 

He  sjioke  h'artily  and  looki  d  at  In  r  st  i'ai;,'h;  ly.  but 
mui  h  of  his  usual  assur;vnce  of  maiuu  r  and  ti.ne  dl'  \'oicc 
was  I.iekini,'. 

■■  I  hope  I  can  hilp  you."  i(  plitd  the  e;i;l,  calmly. 
'■  I  shall  do  my  lu  si ."" 

"  Wluit  am  I  to  ilo  aljoiit  Hob  .s.ayle  ?  ■  he  asked, 
btannii  at  her. 

Her  Ldance  did  not  waver  from  Ins.  but  carious  and 
Inautil'ul  clian<4es  took  [>lace  in  th'-  dtptlis  ol'  lier  e\cs. 
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He  .liii  Udt  sec  her  slcivlcr  Iiaiitis  cla^p  ;inil   wliittu   in 
her  l.ip. 

■■  Wh.'it  do  yi)U  wish  ti)  do  ahoiit  him '.'  And  uhy 
slionid  yuu  do  anything  ".■'  "  slic  asked  in  in  turn. 

In  reply,  he  told  h^r  brielly  u  great  (ha!  ol  hat  he 
knew  of  l}ol)\  career  to  date,  a  great  deal  al)oiit  i?ol)'s 
lather,  and  ahnost  e\  (  r\  thing  ahmit  thr  late  IJoliert 
X.  Saylc's  extraordinary'  uiil.  The  oii|\'  ttiinii  In-  lel't 
al)f)Ut  the  will,  so  tar  as  it  eoneerned  Hoi),  was  the  niiuie 
of  till'  person  who  was  to  beiietit  to  the  turn-  of  nulliotis 
by  lioh's  disi.Mheritaiiee. 

His  I'athrr  planned  a  certain  thinir  for  him.  hut  he 
hnngled  it,"  continued  James.  "  lie  didn't  under- 
stand Hoi).  The  will  is  the  result  of  that  Imnifled  plan. 
I  think  I  know  Hob  I'airly  well,  and  I  have  his  int( n  sts 
at  heart  :  so  I  ha\e  kept  the  seen  t  of  t  hal  pi  euli;ir  clause 
of  t  le  will  111  tin  the  ki'  iwledm'  of  liot  h  ])art  ies  ei  .ne(  iiied. 
Jjy  so  doing,  I  have  strained  mv  po\sers  as  e\»eutor 
Considerably.  .Vftt  r  mature  retlection,  I  ha\-e  (heided 
that  the  late  Mr.  .Sa\  Ie\  plan  is  no\s  a  wise  .arul  njint 
thiuLT.  whatever  it  ma\-  liave  l;e(  ii  at  the  time  of  his  first 
making  it  or  iveu  a  vear  aijo.  lb  h.is  made  it  rinht  by 
the  ])' I'uliar  clause  m  his  will.  The  money  is  linhf  fully 
Hoi>"s  ;  it  e.m  verv  easilv  lie  his  ;  and  wjiat  I  want  to 
know  is.  how  am   I  uoing  to  lead  him  to  it   .' 

■■  Why  not  tell  him  what  you  havi  told  me  ?  "'  asked 
the   gill. 

•"I  have  most  of  it.  at  K'ast .  .\nd  I  am  sure  he 
sus})ects  the  rest.  Hut  he  is  hurt  at  his  lather's 
iiusunderstanding  and  does  not  s(  f m  to  tnke  the 
slightest  interest  iii  the  fact  that  he  is  uut  several 
millions  of  dollars." 
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'■  Tin  II   why  iiol    t(  II   hini  i\-rr\  t  hiii'i '.'      H"\v   ]v  cin 

rrcc.\-(|-    his    lii'-t     lIiMr|-it;UlCC        l-\(  I'V  I  1  ilIlL,'  '.'        .lllii     |(t     luill 

jn(l;^'r  lor  hiiiistir  ■.'  ■' 

"  JikIlti-  !  II.-  woiililii't  iiM-  ;in\-  jiKJL'iiu  nt .  II'  \\.  hi  Id 
IT"  n|'  '"  "'^  '^i''  hiuhi  !•  than  (.iliny's  kite.  H,  \M,iil,i  - 
oh.  (•(iMlniiinl  it  Jill.  \\i-  uouM  sni;ish  cviia  t  hinLT,  liiiiisflf 
iiiclu.lf  .1.  ll:i\-,irt  I  Ihouyhl  (>r  th;tf  a  t  hi, i is  .ml  tiiin  s  ! 
\'nii   (liiii't    iniili  rstaml  ! 

I  tJiiiik  I  (Id.  I{(i1)  is  to  ri'CiA'iT,  li\-  niaiM-i.u^c, 
fh<-  hi|i,'c  sum  i)f  iiiMiicy  which  hi-  has  li.st  thri.ilLrh 
tile  ilijllsl  ic-  Hini  stupidity  III'  iilh'Ts.  Is  that  it? 
And  I  hi-lii  vc  Ijiat  \Mii  art-  trxiiiL.'  to  intiinat'' 
to  nic  thai  I  am  tips' 1 1  intr  y<\\v  pliii  in  sumc 
w;iy--_\(iiir    plan    (nr   Hi.l."s   ntnrii  tn   wiallh.      Is    that 


so 
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■■\<s.  I  urn  sdri'y  hut  that  is  th.  Irutji  and  the 
situ;iti(,n  r.\;ic{|y.  lie  is  -  )i.-  si-cms  \i>  1m-  lulatuatrd 
l»y  you." 

"Do  }ipu  ri  ally  think  so?  And  uic-  \(iu  (juitr  sure- 
Dial  infatuati-d  is  exactly  t]|c  liLfht  word  t<i  use  '.•'  \'t,u 
biiould  like  me  out  ol  the  \\ay.  so  that  the  pM-x.n  who 
lias  Hoh's  millions  may  make  an  arrani,'emeut  l>v  \shicli 
hv  shall  henelit  to  a  ceitain  (-\tcnt  iid  she  shall  not 
lose  \(-r\-  much?  That  is  hiisiiu  s.  |  ippnsi  ;  Init  I 
can  think  of  other  names  for  it.  And  I  lan  think  of 
other  and  sim])ler  ways  of  reinlurit uil'  t  aptain  Sa\l(-. 
\Vhy  not  usi-  your  inlluencc  \Mtli  t  he  I'oil  unat*-  j)erson 
who  lias  Jus  million-,  to  persuade  lu  r  to  L,'i\(-  tin m  l»;iek 
to  liim  ■.'' 

"  He  wouldn"t  take  tin  in  !  " 

"  -Vnd  \et  you  e\j)cet  him  t*)  tike  them  with  :i  wife 
attached  ?  "" 
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\  -^      if  ]\c  harl       '.If  a  chaiicr." 

II  I  wiv  til  an  a\\ay  ffoin  hire  f  ii-iii<iri'(i\v.  Ikuv 
loiiLT  lin  y.iii  think  it  uuuUl  he  Ixfoir  hr  t'«.ll;i\\( d 
nil'  ? 

ir  lie  liidiTt   kiiuw  wiicri'  >(iu  had  i,'"nr.  viiv  should 

he    fii!|i  i\\    ■.'  "' 

Hut  hr  wniild  kuiiw.  Hc  wuiild  kiKiw  that  he  ciiiiKl 
find  /!!(•  at  hiiiiic  in  I.ondiiii  sooui  r  or  later.  Do  \ou 
(■\])r(t  till  ti.  di  SI  it  Dad  and  all  luy  I'liriids  siin])l\-  to 
ot)lii,'i'  you  '.'  I  did  not  rolluw  Jiini  to  lisht  r  t  ii  tk — 
hut   h'-  tolli!\M(|  \\\f." 

"  I  don't  111  hi\  (    it ."' 

'"Thin  I  aui  afraid  I  can't  Iidp  you;  hut  Til  pivo 
you  a  htt  li'  snnnd  ad\  ice.  lA-arii  pojitt  russ  and  honest  v, 
if  it  iN  possihie  to  (111  si»  at  your  aye.  and  iiuml  Nuur  own 
husiness  ;    and-  and " 

June  stodd  u})  and  covered  h<  r  fac(  \\ith  lier  liands. 
She  turned  Mindly  and  st uuililtd  from  the  shack.  .lames 
c.'ilh  d  } .1  V  name  after  lu  r,  l»ut  she  did  not  pause  or 
h>ok  ha  'k. 

I  am  a  fool  !  "  hic  exclaimed.  "  \o\\  \'\v  (haie  it  ! 
A  fool  and  a  bias!  I 

■■^'(s.''  said  old  .Jessie  Sahatis,  ap]iearinp  suddt  nly 
at  his  e!l)o\v.  "■  \"<  s.  .liiu  H(  ward,  you  hiL'i/er  fool  nor 
Pod.  \'ou  don't  See  with  the  eye  nor  with  tlie  luart. 
'J'iiat  pirl  no  nu>re  prtttv  nor  -Vhec.  nia\!i(  hut  she 
jEjot  the  s])ark  in  her  that  a  m.in  throu'  away  iill 
the  world  I'ur-and  you  don't  see.  That  girl  pot 
the  lieart  of  hip  luapie.  like  what  (.luskap  sell  his 
life  for  lonp  time  apo— and  you  don't  si^-.  \'ou  pot 
nionc  \-  iiiu\!ie  hi!  t'lie  canoe — Init  vou  pot  the  blind 
eye,"' 
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"I  In  !icvc  you,  Jessie;  hut  as  I  had  not  ih  arly 
{ul\'ant;iLres  of  dluskaj)  ami  liol»  Sa\  le.  you  imist  try  to' 
cxciisc  iii(  .""  icplicd  .James. 

Till-  ol(i  scinaw  scowled  at   liim  and  1(  ft  tlie  sluiek. 

NothniLJ  was  heard  ot'  Pud  Heward  that  day. 
Malaehi  Davis  ltmI  haek  to  camp  soon  niter  suiisi  t 
ami  handed  <>\i.v  the  mail  to  Mr.  MacLeaii.  When 
tlie  nui^'hty  huntt  i'  ojx'ned  the  hi^  enveloj)e  he  I'lmnd 
their  contents  to  consist  almost  entirely  ot'  litters 
I'or  .h)hn.  all  re-a<Mr(  sscd  to  Ntw  ^  ork  from  one 
or  another  '>t'  hi^  London  cluhs.  John  retind  to  his 
tent  with  Jii.-^  letter^,  aecompanii d  l»y  .Jun  '.  June 
liad  kept  \ery  close  to  him  since  her  morning 
talk  with  JaiiK  s.  Now  she  sat  on  his  rolled  hlankets 
and  iijxnid  his  h  Iters.  ])assin!,'  them  uj)  to  hmi  one 
1)\  one.  M\(r\  now  and  then  she  glanced  nj)  to 
Si  e  JiMW  he  nas  rccei\inir  the  intc  lli^'cnce  thus  c(in\(  ycd 
to  him. 

■"  \\'h\  aie  ycii  Idnkinp;  so  ])lrased.  dad?"  she 
a^kicj.  "lias  si.n.iime  written  to  sa\  that  he  has 
read  uiit'  of  your  honks  and  tliinks  he  knows  wjial  yon 
mean  ? 

'■Tli.it  is  the  idt  a.  more  or  h  ss."  ri  plii-d  John,  "and 
thiit  di--e(  rnmij;  i.  ad<r  is.  ollieially  at  hast,  the  Kmu — 
(i(i(l-l)li  ss-"im.  No.  I  am  w  ronj,'.  It  is  not  for  n'V 
literary  attainna  nts  that  he  \\ishes  to  knight  me.  jift(  r 
all.  hut  for  that  snuplc  little  homh  I  invente<l. 
.Vfter  all  my  amazing'  and  constructive  invent  i(»ns, 
now  th'>  tfo  and  attacli  golden  spurs  t(»  mc 
tor  iincntini,'  that  destructi\(-  little  homi),  the  "  Kssrx 
IMuiii,'  1  am  not  nearly  :is  plcasid  as  I  look. 
,1,   ■.■  •' 


MOOXSIIIXE 


230 


"  The  K^sox  Plum  !  "  cried  the  pirl.  sprinf^inp  to  licr 
I'cct.  '■  It  iiiav  iii't  l><-  Jis  clever  as  your  Ixmks.  dad.  hut 
it  did  fiiiiif  ti)  win  the  \\i\r  I  I  am  proud  ciioujih  of  you 
to  cry.  \'ou  iu\tr  tnjd  me  thai  it  was  a  success. 
Chetr  up.  dad.  and  ht  me  kiss  you.  And  now  I  am 
the  only  person  who  has  cv(  r  kissed  Sir  John  de  la 
K.wardV' 


(HAPTKH    XXII 


THE     I)IS(  OMFl  rriJF     OF    THE     MIGHTY     HLNTKIl 


r7\Kin'nXK  in  ramp,  witli  the  exception  of  Jessie 
^— '  Siihatis  and  iu  r  son  with  llie  sore  ribs,  con- 
prat  iiiated  Sir  JoJin  iicartily.  Tlu  military  nun — 
^^aIla<•(■.  H(.|).  Tom.  Malaelii  and  Amos  Diii^le  were 
preatly  iinpn  ss( d  })y  tJie  fact  that  t!iis  p..Htc  an.!  i)lulo- 
sopliical  man  who  spc  nt  ahuost  till  his  wakin«:  horns  iu 
clothinLT  prof.innd.  staitlinir  nnd  even  mad  idc  as  in  sen- 
trnees  \shi(  !i  somrliims  rolled  lik(  a  lonpsiirfand  as  often 
spattertti  like  a  inachini-<,Mm.  had  laid  aside  his  peaceful 
and  abstract  labour  and  applied  his  tin<-  brain  and  prcut 
pow(  r  of  <'onc<  ntration  to  such  a  practical  and  d(  inolish- 
iu"  crealion  as  tin-  "  Kssex  Plum."  .Viiios  aj)tly  ex- 
pressed the  fe(  liiiLTs  of  all  \\h<  II  lu'  said.  '  It  sure  do 
beat    h(  II  !  " 

"  IN  rhaps  Mr.  .Stokes  and  Mr.  Mills  and  Messrs.  I.cc 
and  KnIieid  will  be  droppirifj  in  to  le.i  uith  us  some 
evening'  snon."  suijirested  Tdiii. 

Ian  M:iel.<  ;iii  :tnd  .lame,   Uiw.u'd  tjiniifrht   niore  than 

they    s.iid    .ibniit    it.     Thr    mi^'hty    juinler    n  iiu mb.-fcd 

cal'iiiL,'  .lohn   impractiea!      too   impr.utical    to   briiiij   up 
...t  I.    .....    1       I     1    .  •  .  1    ..  .. 

f.  :;  :;•  .i;;      .;     ::,:;  ;;;  ;;;;    :,     ■■i'^MMaiiCi-      c'iliU      it  iT 
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an  uneasy  ^n^i<)^ily  .'is  to  what  Jolm  really  timught  of 
him.  Janu  s  ronsiih  red  his  ncw-fontul  cousin  from  a  new 
point  of  view.  He  had  known  him  to  ho  (-h-ver  and 
distinjrijishcd  ;  hnt  now  hv  knvw  him  to  he  Si'cce.ssful 
even  i)v  his  standards  of  the  worhl  which  he  knew  so 
Well.  Many  t)iinf,'s  arc  to  he  sai(!  for  and  against  modern 
kr\i<,'ht hood  ;  but  one  thing  is  certain — that  no  man  is 
kniirhted  for  worldly  faihire.  James  regretted  more 
than  ever  tlu  frankness  of  liih  talk  to  Jiuie  ;  and  after 
a  night's  sleep  he  ch ciiled  to  postpone  his  intended  frank 
talk  to  John. 

Mael.tan  lay  awake  a  long  time  and  wond  red  if  ho 

might  have  been  knighted  as  a  mighty  hunter  if  he  htul 

hapj)en<(l  to  he  a   Ihitish  subject.      He  could  nt»t  (piite 

bring  himsi  If  to  bilic  ve  so.     He    awoke    next  morning 

with  a  little  spark  of  reckless  daring  aglow  in  him  and 

the  profitund  thouglit  -inspired  by  his  friend's  eUvation 

-that    success    was   not    to    l)c    had    in   any   sphere   of 

en  li-avour  without  (  ffort.     This  lin»'  thought  remained 

with  him,   and   the  little    spark    continued    to  glow  in 

him.  hour  alter  hour  untd  mid-afternoon.     The  tliought 

escaped  him  uiuiotietd  and  the  spark  was  (juenehed,  at 

ex.ictly  four  o'clock  by  the  sun. 

.\t  four  o'clock.  Mr.  Ian  MacLtan  told  June  de  la 
IJeward  that  he  felt  convinced  of  the  fact  that 
he  would  make  her  an  admirable  and  generous 
husband  and  that  she  W(ndd  make  him  a  cjiarming 
and  suitable  wife.  Hut  I  have  no  intention  of 
describing  the  interview.  Jiuie  wiis  very  kind  Jibout 
it  tiiat  is  to  say,  she  did  n<tt  l.iugh  and  she  e\presse<| 
her  regret   that   she   could    not   agr'-e  with    him    in    the 

j}»  iiii  i  ST    t  mii  -I. 
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Mr.  MutLi  ;ui's  lirst  (iii(iti«'ii  whs  <)i'  jisiciuisluiK  lit, 
for  this  was  tJic  first  time  that  his  hand  Juul  hccii  njccttd 
hy  any  \s(iriian-  as  it  was  tlic  first  tinif  that  hr  liad 
(•fffixd  it.  Ilf  hwiustly  hclitvcd  hiiiiscli'  to  In  the  stuff, 
alonjj  Mith  his  wealth,  of  whicli  first-rate  Imsliaiids  arc 
made.  He  (hdn't  h<  luve  in  romance,  c)r  any  rot  of  tluit 
sort,  i'.nvf  and  joy  liad  been  ahke  unknown  to  him 
all  liis  years.  Satisfaction  and  disj)l<asini'  w{  re  as  far 
as  he  had  ever  felt  with  id"e  cithir  way.  Now  lie  felt 
astonishment  ;  but  this  turned  almost  immtdialdv  to 
displeasure. 

MacLcan  went  to  his  tent  and  found  the  n(  w  knij^ht 
l)Usily  writiiij,'  as  if  nothiiij;  had  happened  So  him.  Tiie 
mifi[hty  hunter  packed  his  biuslu  s  and  slia\  iiij.'-kil  and 
rolled  his  blank(  ts  ;  and  thou^di  the  writer  f^'hineed 
vaguely  up  I'rom  his  note-book  several  times  he  did  not 
sjxak.  No  one  could  sec  less  with  thi  outward  (\(s 
than  Sir  John  when  he  IVlt  that  \\.i\.  The  otln  r 
should*  red  his  jxrsonal  j)oss(  >sions. 

*'  (iood-byt-.  John."  he  said. 

"  (iood-bye.  .Mac."  replied  (he  knijjlit. 

"  Vo\i  can  s(  nd  down  to  I'iast*  r  Woek  lor  the 
canoe." 

"  C frtairdw      Wluilevir  \(>u  sav." 

'•  W.ll.   I'lu  off." 

"(iood  luck  !  " 

The  mi^'hty  hunter  tc.ok  liis  departure.  Nobody 
noticid  him  j>;iss  IVoiu  the  t(Tit  to  the  lop  of  the  b.uik. 
He  stowicl  his  blankets  in  a  canoe  unobstr\<d:  and 
Malachi  Davis,  w  ho  saw  him  tuj;  the  mnoi  d((\'  n  to  the 
water,  siipposid  (hit  he  was  (joinif  lishmi;.  So  he 
ji.idiiieii    its>a\.    ami    ii"   one    oaiie    iinn    it  main.       iiiii    iie 
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<Ii<i  net  });..!. lie  lar  just  thm.  Jlr  \\,„t  asJioro  lirill'  .i 
inil<-  l)il()\v  the  {ariip  and  sat  duwn  to  suu,kv  and  thmk 
and  it  was  now.  lor  the  first  tinir  in  his  lilV.  that 
lie  lioncstly  tried  to  siv  Jiimscll"  as  otlu  is  mi^dit  jX'ssiMy 
see  hnn.  So  he  did  two  thinps  I'or  tlir  tiisl  tinif  in  sixty 
>ears  tJiat  day.  N<j  douht  tlir  (ffmt  of  the  onr  inspired 
iiini  to  the  otlKT.  II.  lookdl  at  himself  for  a  reason 
<>l  June's  r<  j. ction  (.f  his  liand  ;  and  hv  saw  sonutlun^r 
"!'  (he  truth,  though  not  eharly.  He  didnt  hke  iU 
Then  he  looked  at  himself  for  an  explanation  of  the  faet 
that,  of  all  tlie  dozt  jis  of  nu  n  he  hud  dined  and  uined 
and  (rone  Imntinir  with,  not  .Me  of  tht  ni  was  his  purtieulur 
IVi«nd.  Kven  the  men  who  knew  that  he  liked  and 
admired  tluui.  did  not  turn  to  jiim  in  tin  ir  hiy  moments 
or  111  th.  ir  tim«  s  of  douht  and  distnss.  TIk  y  all  hud 
closer  IVi.  lids.  .\nd  y,t  he  was  hlx  rul  enon|,di  with  liis 
money.  What  wus  the  matt.r/  an<l  was  the  matter 
with  himself  or  with  oth<  rs  .'  He  did  not  know;  he 
(  ould  iK.t  see  el(  ally  ;  hut  he  had  u  most  d(  pressinff 
siivj.ieion  that  tin-  tronhh'  lav  all  in  himself- that  he 
was  a  failure  in  some  (in.  (  r  thinjjs  that  «  \id.  jitlv  stood 
for  more  than  mom  y  and  respectahility  with  some 
people  th.it  h(  had  Ik  (  Ii  a  eone(  ited  ass  for  sixt}  yi  ars. 
Could  it  he  so?  No.  no!  The  trouMe  wus  that  his 
liver  was  out  of  order. 

He  ^rave  it  up  .'it  last,  and  i.y  th.at  time  the  sun  was 
""■■■ir  the  hill  t(.j)s.  He  (mhark<.l  an.l  paddh.i 
iiri  solut«  ly  down  stre;Mii.  \\  Ik  ii  Ik  ha<i  jrone  a  distance 
o|  three  easy  iniji  s  from  t  he  phu»'  o|  his  self-,  xnminut  ion 
h<  suddrnty  sat  up  st  raitrht  and  exclaim*  tl  ••damn" 
in  !i  heaitv  v.iee.  Tlieil  he  swuujr  lh<'  .auoc  around 
;ind  iieadt  d  Ik  r  up  stream. 
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"  III  ii>)f  l)(  liaM  like  a  sjxiilt  and  siilk\  chilil,"  said 
he.  '■  ["II  <:(»  hack  and  till  June  that  she  is  ripht  -  tur 
the  chant'cs  arc  (\(n  tliat  she  is.  And  I'll  show  thcni 
all  that  they  arc  mistaken  in  tlicir  mean  dpinion  of  mc. 
I{\  hea\ni  I  I  do  lnlie\f  tliat  iveii  Amos  DmgK-  thinks 
I  am  a  joke.*' 

\\\  this  liiiu  the  ii\(r  was  dark  Ixtwctn  its  liij,'h 
\vo(.dcd  hanks.  It  ran  (!(•})  and  slow.  MacL*  an 
])addled  strongly.  ;'n\ions  to  m  t  hack  to  camj>  hei'orc 
.\mos  should  notice  tlic  ahs(  ncc  dl'  his  hiaiikets  and 
'|ii(stiiin  Jolm  i\c  la  Ivcward.  I>ut  d(s])ite  this  local 
aii\iet\-.  he  O  It  an  unusual  and  pleasant  li^friixss  of 
lieart  a  tiunj;  moie  aetixc  and  huoyant  than  mere 
com}»la"ency. 

Ih  si  roki  d  d(  (  p  and  stroiiir-  hut  pr(S(!itly  he  I'cit 
that  all  was  not  i'ij:ht  with  the  canoe.  If  scciut  il  t(t 
di.it,'  hv  the  hiail-  and  it  tr»nd)|i<l.  Then  hi' 
rcmend)(  red  alx'ut  tlie  Ixar.  or  whale\'cr  it  was.  that 
had  takt  n  hold  of  Jim  1{(  ward's  canoe  .V  nasty  chill 
ran  I'rom  his  t'orehiad  clean  hack  and  over  to  a  point 
hctw((H  his  sliouUh  r-l)lad(  s.  lie  ijavc  a  miLildy  stroke 
and  the  eanix'  shook  and  rolled.  With  another  t;rea..t 
stroke  he  sw\ui<^'  its  heavy  head  ncar(  r  ^hore.  And  then 
he  hecame  awarc  of  the  Tact  she  ran  more  easily  and 
in  I  h(  same  Hash  of  the  nund  he  knew  that  he  had  a 
]iass(iiy(r.  His  throat  w(»it  dry.  .\  j)ass(  nj,'<r  ! 
Somethmjf  111  the  canoe  with  him.  hiddt  n  iVoni  him  hy 
the  daik.  Was  d  a  Ix  ar  ?  Or  what  was  it  ?  Il<- 
said.  "  \\  hi>  are  you  '.'  "'  in  an  ahsurdly  small,  cracked 
\oice.  lie  did  not  >,Mt  an  answer.  IVrhaps  the  tiling 
was  even  now  cra^vlln^  toward  him.  He  dutj  dei  p  once 
more    wdh    the    paddle.    IIkii    hi'ttd    it    liom    the    w.iter 
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fiiiil  i)lnn<,"(l  tiir  Itroad  l)l;i(lr  stiiii^lif  Ittforc  him  Mith 
all  tilt'  sliciiirlh  of  Ills  arms. 

It  struck  suiiutliiiii,'  a!iv( — something  tliat  flinched 
a\v;iy  from  it  and.  luxt  momi  nt,  ti.ok  hold  of  it  and  held 
it  tii,'ht.  I'aiuc  sri/.rd  I;in  MacLcan.  lie  \\r(nchc<l 
•'t  the  paddic  \ii)!(iitly  and  y(  lltd  at  the  top  of  liis 
luntjs  -and  tiu n  the  canoe  turntd  o\<r  ;ind  down  he 
went  in  th<'  bla<'k  watt  r.  lie  cla\\(d  his  way  up  to  the 
suri'ace  despcrati  ly.  with  the  horror  of  unsicn  thiuL'^  at 
his  heels.  lie  blew  the  \\at(  r  from  his  mouth  and  nose 
and  stroked  for  tin'  shore.  One  ham!  struck  th«  lloatmu 
paddle,  and  lie  instantly  laid  hold  of  it.  lie  stood  up 
with  his  feet  deep  in  the  imid  of  the  rivcr-htd  and  the 
v'ltcr  to  waist,  and  staiTLjertd  h<a\ily  forward,  usin;; 
tlie  paddle  as  a  staff.  lie  was  ahiiost  out  the  water 
was  no  more  th.'ii  to  iiis  hips  and  tie    I'ootinj^  was  hrnu  r 

when  a  pan'  <»f  ai-ins  ijripped  him  aiionf  t  Ik  middle 
and  imiseular  li{,'s  (utwined  his  shins.  Down  he  went 
ai,'ain,  face  lirst,  with  another  yell  hut  this  time 
the  yi  11  was  iU)t  entirely  of  f  rror.  He  was  lighting 
mad. 

He  foujfht.  Now  in  the  air,  now  IxiKath  the  surl'aie 
of  tia-  roiled  water,  he  fought  furiously.  MindK,  with 
t(rrilic  energy.  He  knew  hy  this  time  that  he  was 
engaged  in  a  life  and  death  struggle  with  a  iiiadnum. 
lie  felt  his  aiitagom->t's  fac<-  and  hamls.  and  its  hngi  is 
on  his  windpi|)t  .  He  w  reiiclK  d  it  clear  of  Imu  and  Hung 
it  aside  hut  in  aiiotlu  r  second  it  had  him  1»\  the  kiK  e.s. 
Xow  it  was  on  his  shoulders,  and  he  was  under  wafer 
with  his  mouth  in  th<-  mud.  I'.ut  he  staggered  ip  and 
piilh'd  it  around  I'iihu  hi-^  iieek  and  siiiml)l«il  loiward 
on    lop    oi     it      .      .      .      lie    i,,sl     it     f.-r    a    htlle    while 
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It  sU(l(l('nl\  cluwrd  liis  l':\cv,  IVcliiit;  ior  his  (><'s      .      . 
H(.'  fluiif,'  it  I'roiii  his  cht-st  aiul  it  had  hiiu  1>_\  the  aiikl".  s. 

.     .     .     He    struck    it   \vith    his     list \t  hi-,t 

it  was  (joiit'.  He  couhl  ii<»t  liml  it  anywhere.  He 
cijiwlcd  painfully  aiul  hia\  ily  ashtae  cii  his  hands  and 
knees  and  lay  down. 

TJiere  he  was  found  1)\  Alice  Ki  ward  and  Malachi 
Davis.  It  was  st  ran;;e  that  they  should  h.ive  happened 
to  he  on  the  ri\»  r  toijether  hut  so  it  was.  And  tin  y 
had  heard  his  lirst  scream  of  teii'or  and  his  second  y«  11 
ol'  ra^e,  and  had  i)addl(  d  hard  to  llu-  rescue.  He  lay 
unc(»nscious  when  they  fmnid  hiin.  torn  and  hlecdinj;. 
witji  a.  fragment  of  old  ^u-ey  llaiuul  jU'ripped  in  his  ri^'ht 
hand,  lie  opened  liis  cyt  s  and  looked  at  Iheui  while 
th'V  Wire  tryinjT  to  lift   him. 

"  I  nearl\-  had  him  that  tin,  ■."  In    said. 

They  paddled  |o  within  fifty  yards  of  tin  eh  ariiit:. 
and  th'-re  Alice  yol  out  o!  the  canoe. 

"  IM'omisi-  iioi  to  mention  me  plea>e."*  she  whi-^prred 
to  MacLcan.  "  I  was  not  .supposed  lo  ]n  out  of  camp, 
you  know." 

"I  promise,  word  of  honour,"  said  the  mif^dity 
hunti-r. 

Malachi  h  i"t  MacLcan  m  tin-  hands  of  the  v,  hole 
party,  ineludint,'  Alice,  and  with  Amos  l)ini,d<- 
started  di>\\n  stream  a<:iin  on  the  trail  of  the  escaped 
canoe. 

Ian  Macl>can"s  hody  and  limhs  were  found  to  he 
covered  with  hruis(  s.  Ins  throat  was  black  and  blue; 
his  face  was  t  )rn  and  discoloured  and  his  arms  were  cut 
sharplv  in  s(\eral  places.  A  knife  had  been  used,  but 
had  (  \identl\    bet n  io-.t   c.vrK    in  llu-  struyi^dc      lie  told 
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the  MUM  of  i\u-  (iglit  while  they  looked  him  over  and 
washed  liiin.  His  story  went  through  the  camp  in  a 
twinkling  and  created  surprise  and  a  favourable 
impression  ;  but  he  was  criticized  for  having  ventured 
on  so  dangt  rous  an  expedition  alone.  He  was  carried 
to  the  shack  an<l  placed  in  Janus  Reward's  bunk  and  the 
iiands  of  old  Jessie  Sabatis. 
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No  (»  of  Mr.  MacLcnirs  iiijiirics  was  of  a  serious 
(•liaractcr.  Soon  al'tir  .!(  ssic  Sahatis  1i;m1  triafcd 
his  lace  and  the  cuts  on  liis  arms  uilli  licr  lotions,  and 
made  hini  swallow  a  nHi<^  lull  of  one  of  the  most  sootjiinj^ 
(»r  lu-r  wild  brews,  he  sank  ])eac(  liilly  to  sli  <  p. 

A  lew  miles  away,  l*od  I{(  ward  did  not  lind  liinisrlf 
s(t  cond'ortahly  situated  as  liis  r<  ec  iit  o])|)<ii)(  iit .  He 
had  ^dven  uj)  thi-  Inittle  at  su«lden  thouj,dit  of  tlu- 
upturned,  drill  injj;  canoe,  and  had  ffnc  at'f(  r  it.  (lra\\in<j 
strcnj;th  I'or  tiie  <  ffort  I'rom  liis  madness.  lie  had 
recovered  it.  after  the  most  ternlie  and  .ainful  exei  t  ions, 
hcl'orc  it  had  reached  swil't  wati  r  :  and  alter  hidiiiij  d 
he  had  lain  down  and  remaim  d  inert  for  s(  \'iral 
hours. 

Old  Pod  iiad  not  fared  an\  Ix  tl(  r  thi-n  Ian  .Macl<ean 
in  the  strufT^Ie.  although  no  kmiV  had  hi  (  ii  ustd  airainst 
iiini.  His  bruises  wci'e  as  many  and  tender  as  those  of 
the  bii^  New  \Oiker  :  he  had  Ix  en  nearly  drowned 
and  neai'y  strant,ded;  the  l)lind  1^ w  that  had  lost 
him  his  knife  had  come  \sithin  an  ounce  of  dislocat- 
ini^    his     riyht     shouMer.     and    iinothcr    swituv    o|      |Jie 
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l)if^  fist  li.ul  laisdl  a    lump  like  a   plum    en  Ihr  >-idv  of 
'lis  lnud. 

Ill-  lay  inoti<mkss  ff)r  lioiirs,  nut  fully  conscious 
and  yet  not  ask(  p,  nunilx-d  hy  pain  and  flw  utter 
<.\hanstion  of  nuisele  and  nerve.  lie  f^ot  to  his 
hands  und  fe(  t  shurtly  after  uiidniLrht  and  crauled 
throuj;h  the  tanj^Ie  of  brush  on  the  slope  of  the 
hank  until  he  came  to  a  little,  ice-cold  sprmi,'  that  he 
knew  of.  II(re  he  drank  di  <  p  ;ind  hidhcd  his 
sprains  and  bruises,  then  lay  down  and  sh  j)t  until 
dawn. 

Wlien  lie  awoke  if  was  to  a  phase  of  insaiiity.  a  mood  of 
madness,  dec  per  and  more  de.idly  ami  more  hitter  than 
anything  he  had  yet  known.  Ih  f(  It  a  w(  ii^'lif  (>f  h;itr«d 
on  his  soul —of  hatred  toward  cNcryoni  ami  hi  lek 
distaste  for  eve  ryf  hintj.  His  I'l  riiur  moo(l>  of  cra/.y 
mirth,  impish  violt-nee  and  cuiinin<f  liut  futile  ho-^tilify 
were  tfone  and  foiixotteu  (atiii  u])  tiy  tie-  aeiil  of 
this  intense  madness.  Now  he  wanteii  fo  kill, 
(piickly  and  surely.  J?ul  h<'  hid  lost  his  kiiilV  .  Now 
he  remembered  all  t  hi  particulars  of  fii<-  lipht  in 
which  he  had  lo^l  it.  lie  l.iy  all  day  mar  tlu  hidden 
spriujL,'.  without  foixl  or  tlp'  desu'c  foi'  it.  drinkini: 
IVeijUently,  sleej)in^'  nuicli  and  occasionally  batluni;  his 
wounds, 

Th<-  two  iruides  I'tturnid  to  camp  wiihout  \]\f  canoe 
that  ha<l  <>sca])ed  from  Mr.  Macl.i  .m.  beli(\ini^  that  it 
had  drifted  into  whi''/  \\at<r  .'.nd  so  hern  brok' n  and 
sunk. 

Tliat  day  jiassed  without  an\-  lormidalde  or  startlinij 
action  amonif  fh''  humans  (in  li^lar  (reek  :  but  dr;;ma 
and  romance  played  on.  and  eum'dy  aud  frai'^'ly  ;    and 
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(•\t  r;u>r(lin;!i  y    niil'Mcsctii    thiiiLjs    (ontinuiil    to    l;ik(' 
shape. 

Sit"  Jolui  was  n<it  entirely  ileal'  to  the  wiMiiiiijis  ami 
prDiiiises  in  th-  air;  Imt  he  sat  ealiiiiy  in  his  tent  and 
wrulc  \(  ry  matiy  in  his  ni)lr-I)oi)k.  v.ci^^fjiin^'  the  nieest 
in(  aniii^'s  ol'  words  and  thought  •n.  ei.n^iderinj,'  tluir 
Mi''i;est  ions  and  colours,  and  sittiiiL'  thru  do-  ii  in 
curious  and  lnautifid  d<  sitrns.  .Janus  lUward,  all 
inisusj)ieious  of  any  trouble  hut  tlie  ohvious  ones  of 
the  prohlcMii  ol'  his  fatlur  and  tlu'  afijir  *<i'  Alier 
and  Hoi)  and  tli''  od<l  nulli"ii'-,  \\;indir(d  aliout  thi' 
clea!'in<4s  and  smoked  cij^ars  ajid  thought  di/.zily  m 
a  snial'  '•u'<-le.  Ian  MaeLean  was  far  too  son-  and 
stiff  f"or  aiiv  i  luplovnunt  n\ore  active  than  passi\c 
(ilxdirncc  to  till'  \\ill  of  .h  ssic  Sahatis;  hut 
hr  was  in  a  niueh  !nt,ir  slat-  of  mind  than  lu' 
had  en|o\(i|  in  a  loni;  tiim  I'or  had  he  not  come 
ni.i!(r  to  making  :i  (aplm<'  of  the  madman  than 
an\'  om  .  or  two.  of  the  olhiis  had  come?  He 
coiisidnid  thiit  e\])loit  with  satislaetion  and  ranked 
it  liighif  than  many  ot  his  offcnsiv  operations  agiunsl 
lions  an<l  eli  ])hants. 

|{ol)  Sa\l!-  was  Worried  aJsout  .hni'-.  who  jiad  s( cmed 
to  avoid  him  of  late  that  i^.  since  the  moining  of  the 
dav  hefon  ;  and  Tom  Sniekt  ii  was  woirird  ahout  both 
.lum    I'lid   Ho!). 

As  for  the  others.  Amo->  Dingle  was  entirely  i\ornuvl  ; 
and  Alice  IJiward  and  Malaehi  I)a\is  looked  hlisslully 
conttui  \\ith  \A'c  and  innoctn'l\  sly.  like  kittens  who 
have  indulged  in  a  di-^h  oi  cream  and  know  of  u  plump 
canary. 

June  (U-  la  Reward  kept   \ery  c1o-h-  to  hrr  IVdher  that 
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(I  iv  and  tiit<l  111  r  Ix^t  ;iii(l  hijivtsl  to  I'l el  an  interest 
ill  the  tliii.  ,'s  he  reatl  to  her  IVoni  his  iiotc-hook  uccasioiv- 
ally.  It  was  late  in  the  afti  riiocn  when  slic  saiil, 
suddenly,  "  Don't  yon  think  that  we  ha\  e  exliausted 
tlio  ])ossil)ihties  ol'  Fisliir  Creek.  Dad  '.  Voii  have 
learned  ever\ tliinij  tlier<'  is  to  know  of  this  branch  <•!' 
the  raiiiily." 

lie  laid  down  his  prii  an<l  lit  a  cii^'arette. 

■"Not  that,  dear."  \\v  sanl.  ""One  can  never  learn, 
in  this  confused  and  inulcciuate  life,  all  that  thtrc 
is  to  know  ;il>out  everythini:.  However,  you  are 
iiijht  m  a  i^'encral  way.  \Vc  know  (juitc  ciiontih 
for  our  purposes.  I  shoulil  like  to  have  a  talk 
with  j)oor  I'oddiiiLllon,  I»ut  fear  it  is  out  (»f  t  he 
qii.  stioii.  He  wouldn"t  talk,  I  imagine.  Arc  you  tind 
oiall  this  ?  " 

'"  \'es,'"  she  answered.  '"  There  arc  thousands  of 
ol  h  r  places  ill  this  same  wilderness,  I  am  sure,  that  are 
a>  attractive  as  this  and  at  the  same  time  free  from  the 
constant   nunace  of  a  madman." 

*■  Von  arc  rii,dit.  dear.  Jiiid  I  am  a  st  llisli  old  fellow 
not  to  have  seen  it  before.  Where  do  yon  want  to  go 
to  ?-  farlh:r  uj)  the  river  or  out  to  civilisation  ?  " 

■■  I    should    like   to   see   cities   again,    Dad. — but    not 
aiiv   tliat    I   already   kiio.v.      1   don't  want    to  go   home 
just    \(t.      Is    there    any    new    place    you    want    to  go 
to    that     you     woulhrt     miiul     taking     me     to     with 
you  ?  '" 

.Sir  John  gazed  at  her  very  attenlivdy  and  affection- 
atelv  in  his  shoit-sightctl  way  for  a  few  seconds,  tiicn 
hidkeil  down  at  his  notebook. 

•■  I  shall  think  <if  soiiK  thing,  little  girl,"  lie  s-ul.    "  and 
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\\<'  cm  l(;i\(  liiK  ;is  sinm  as  I  in  is  in  coiidil  ion  to  innkr 
\l\r  trij)  (li»\vn  to  the  village.  Tiiat  should  he  in  tlutc 
or  foil!  (lays'  tinu'." 

"  Hut  I  thought  we  Miiglit  start  to-morrow  niorninp, 
or  even  to-niiiht,  Dad."'  slir  re  tinned,  \vith  averted 
lace. 

'I'll!'  exprt^sidn  of  the  kniuht's  I'aee  hreanie  sudd- nly 
al(  rf,  and  the  int  r(.speet  ive  halt-light  in  his  i  v<  s 
(hanged  and  llaslu'd.  lie  turiud  on  the  hox  that 
s(  r\  ( (1  liiiu  for  a  (haii-  and  stooj)((l  to  w  Ik  re  she 
sat  on  his  folded  hlankits.  He  put  his  right 
hiiiil  down  and  lilted  both  hir  hands  troni  her 
h,].. 

'■  My  (h  ai  and  di  ai<  st  daughtt  r.  yoii  are  un- 
happy."' he  said.  "  Who  has  made  \tiu  unhappy  .' 
Has  that,  as^  MielAan  Incn  loul  »  noiigh  to  bother 
yon  ? 

'"  \o.  I  am  t  ired  of  this,  f  liiit  is  all  and  Mr.  Mad. (  all 
his  nothini,'  to  do  with  it.  Dad.  I  I  am  not  unhap|)y 
bill       I  am  I  IK  d  of  this." 

'■  l!y    luaxin.    don't    eiy  I  "     exelainud    tla     knight. 

Don't  ery.  phase.  June.  \\>\i  ari  imhappy  and  \  on 
III  I J  t(  II  me  about  it  and  hi  me  Ik  Ip  y<ai.  Have  I 
not  always  triid  to  lu  Ip  \ou  and  k(  ( p  yon  from 
unhappim  ss  '{ 

"There  is  iK>thing  to  t(  II  :  and  1  am  not  gome  to 
erv      tucaiise  there  is  noth'iig  to  er\   ab(.iit."" 

lla\ing  s.iid  this,  sh<'  inuin  diately  began  to  «  rv  ;  and 
as  Sir  John  eontinmd  to  hold  )k  r  hands  clasped  in  his 
right  hand,  she  Ixnvid  Ik  i  Ik  ad  ami  hid  her  eyes  against 
hisuri-.;.  lb  t(lf  her  t(  .irs  till  it .  lie  kie  It  and  pressed 
III-.  (Ill  I'L'  III  till    liiiwi'ii  lii'.'iil 
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■■  Pour  little  girl,"  lu-  whisper'  1.  1  might  luivc 
tliought  i»f  this-thiit  you  would  grow  u{)  sonic  d.iy  ; 
and  I  am  always  forgetting  that  you  are  not  still  the 
haby  I  earrietl  down  to  th«'  boat  that  uight  wlun  the 
moon  was  shining  as  bright  as  day  and  the  big  land -crabs 
ran  from  my  j)ath  thrtiugh  the  coeoannt  trees.  Then 
I  coid<l  guard  you  frofu  unhaj)piniss.  Hut  now 
I'm  afraid  you  are  a  woman  ;  and  what  a  blind 
fiilow  I  ha\c  been  not  to  see  it  before,  what  a  stujml 
l'<  How  not  to  have  exixctid  it.  Tell  me,  dear-  is  it 
the  heart  •.'  " 

"  I  have  been  grown  uj)  for  years."  she  replied,  drawing 
sli;,rhtly  away  from  him  and  looking  at   him. 

"  .\re  you  unhap{)y  about  young  Sayle  ?  "  hr 
ask(  (1. 

She  tinned  her  face  away  and  did  not  answer. 

■■  I  know  abiMit  that,"  he  said.  *'  .\  inoi<'  eoulij  see 
it  how  he  loVes  ymi  and  has  loved  you  since  his  lirst 
giimps>  of  v<Mi.  I  li!v(  him  and  believe  in  him.  I 
tlimk    \wii  care,   (har." 

"  .No,  I  (III  not  ear(  but  I  want  to  jro  away."  she 
re|>lied.  ■■  WJiat  do  I  know  of  lum  to  make  me 
care  •.'  " 

"  In  this  thing  tine  kitows  without  learning  and  even 
c.ires  uilhoiit  knowing.  It  vvas  so  with  me,  June;  and 
slif  had  « y<  s  like  yours,  cliiltl.  and  you  lia\e  Ik  r 
han<ls  and  li<r  voice  and  her  m;ii:ic  ;  and  for  her 
sake,  and  the  memoiy  of  her,  I  took  a  bur<'t  m 
mv  side  and  carried  you  away  in  my  arms.  an<l  my 
blood  stained  your  mght-d-  ■  ,  and  vtmr  little  bare 
fed." 

' '    I  t  1. 1       I    I  III  1 1  L     I  li>  r<'    \k  1 1 1    I   i'\  I  r    !iii  1 1 II    I II-    s.lli'li    !i    li  iVrr 
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as  Vdii,"  slir  s.'iiil.      "  I  would  iiof,  and  could  not  juuc 
trc.itfd  you  so." 

"  Hut  love  failed  nic — or  I  failed  love-,"'  ho  returned. 
"  It  WAS  not  love's  fault.  Tell  me  about  this  grief  of 
yours,  little  girl,  and  I'll  sIhjw  you  how  to  turn  it  into 
joy.  I  am  a  very  clever  person,  you  must  know,  and 
have  itecn  knighttd  for  it." 

Sh"  hid  her  face  against  his  slioulder  and  said,  "  He 
siiould  have  a  great  deal  of  money,  which  his  lather 
should  have  giv«-n  to  him.  I)ut  if  he  does  not 
marry  a  certain  j)ersf)n  he  will  not  g;  t  a  cent  of 
it.  And  he  is  accustomed  to  a  great  deal  of  nmney 
— and  his  fath(r  intended  him  to  iiavc  this.  It  is 
a  loifune  of  miUiotis.  Mr.  Heward  told  me  this 
-and  asked  me  to  go  aw.iy  and  n^t  h  t  Hoh 
know  where  I  had  g<>ii<'  to  -for  Hol/s  sak»  so 
that  h<-  may  regain  the  nmne  \  that  should  Ik-  Ins 
l>y  inh<  ritance."' 

Sir  John  sprang  to  his  ftct. 

*■  The  fool!"  he  (Xcl.'iiiind.  "  l  oiifnund  his  elu  (  k 
and  his  stupidity.  I  shall  h  t  him  kimw  that  you, 
thai  no  woman,  can  he  msulttd  with  impunity  wlhre  I 
am  !      Damn  his  igm.iant   brutality,  his      his  !      Ill 

go  to  him  now  and  siiaki'  an  ajj-ihigy  out  of  his  throat 
w  it  h  my  lingi  r^  ! 

She  h'  Id  him  and  talked  to  him  until  lie  bec;nuc 
calm,  and  thtu  kis-^ed  Iidii  |oi  his  outbnak  <>l  l'ur\ . 
.^jie  lit  a  eiga'ettt  f. .r  him  and  led  him  hack 
to  his  Stat  at  the  little  table.  She  r<>filis(  d  how- 
great  her  inlluenc(>  was  ovi  r  him  ainl  how  smci  re 
h  h|     bi  I  n     his     tliK.it     to     t;ikr    .lames    lb  ward    li\    t  he 
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wlu'M  slu;  was  tutlve  yiars  old,  and  on  (hat 
occasion  had  saved  an  inipcrtincnt  c.:.!)rnan  from 
a  tronncing. 

Sir  Jolin  agreed  to  take  her  d(>wn  river  next 
day. 

"  It  will  1)0  undoubtedly  the  dignilied  thing  to 
do,  under  the  cireu/nstanees,"  he  said,  drily.  "  .Vnd 
We'll  be  dignilieil  though  we  break  hearts.  We'll  go 
away  ;    and  then  it  will  be  up  to  young  Sayle." 

The  air  was  lieavy  and  still  over  tlu-  wilderness  all 
day  ;  after  sunset  tlure  was  lightning,  at  lirst  in 
broad  flares  that  lit  all  the  sky  b<hii»d  the  low 
l)anks  and  Hying  wracks  ol'  cloud,  an<l  then  in 
round  l)lue  Inusts  that  stcnied  to  burn  through  t<» 
hea\'en  itself  and  shaken  lances  .,!"  f!:un<  that  stabbed 
the  earth.  A  wind  came  tumbling  up  over  the 
black  hori/.on,  roaring  like  a  lI(»od  tid'-  of  the 
sea.  Tiic  rain  followed  and  tliundcrtd  wdh  the 
winil 

All  living  things  sought  shelltr  ;  and  old  l\n\  IJi  ward 
<  r<  pt    bcuealh  his  upturntti   canoe. 

The  hrst  fury  of  (he  storm  jiassrd  in  two  hours.  'I'hc 
mouii  nt  (he  wind  stdhd  and  (he  rain  slaekui«(l.  I'od 
lainwhtfl  (he  canoe  and  madf  his  way  up  agains(  (he 
slow  currcu(.  close  und<  r  (he  nordiern  shore.  The 
wide  lightning  conlinurd  (o  Hash  .and  th»'  thunder 
fo  roll  .-ind  poun<l  low  among  the  hills.  I'od  w(  n( 
up  a  hundred  yards  bc\ond  (he  clearing,  crosstd 
Ihc  stri.-un  and  «■<  nt  ashoi-,-,  II.-  hid  (Ic  canoe 
in  the  dri  ti(  lird  brush  and  approacliitl  (he  camp 
tautiousiy.      lb'    was    c|o~c    |o    tti.-    nppi  r    ( dtje    of    tin- 
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uitii  ;i  lirr  \>\\u-  ojxiiiiig  of  the  \\  llolr  loof  of  t  he 
wnrl.l  :iw[  ;l  st.imiiny.  cr;  sliir.},'.  sjjlittiiip.  tuinl)linj^ 
(litoii;iti(Ui  1. 1'  ;ill  li(;iv(ii\  ;iii<i  in  ITs  hij,'h  cxplo- 
siv(s  that  shook  earth  and  uir  and  Ihf  h(  ;irts  of  man 
ami  Ixas*.  Ajjaiii  th-'  rain  fill  upon  the  sta^'yi  red 
\vil(hrn<ss  witli  a  l)ooniin|,'.  druiuniing  conlusiuu  of  wit 
t  inmdt . 

Thr  >■  <  ond  fuiv  ol'  t)ic  storm  ])asscd  :  ;ind  witli 
the  first  hft  oi'  it  old  I'nd.  \\(  t  as  a  musci'iash, 
(■111)1  i'.h'k  into  the  shelter  ol  the  ea  ■.  In 
o;iv  hand  he  In  Id  Amo>  Din^de's  sheath-kiufe,  a 
sjiarp<  r  and  heavier  than  that  lost  iiy  him  in  the 
\iv(  r.  For  several  hours  in  the  earl\-  morning  the 
rain  e«as.  d  intii'ly.  t!ioii<:h  thunder  eontnni((l  to 
nnitt<r;  atid  (iuriii!,'  that  time  I'od  went  farther 
iij)  strtaiii  and  luint-d  diit  one  i>f  his  hidden  stores 
of  <'"od. 

'I'll''  storm  eidliered  a;,'ain  in  force  soon  aft(r  dawn. 
.lime  agreed  with  h<  r  fatlnrthat  it  w.us  impossihic 
in  make  the  twenty  mde  tup  to  Piaster  Hock 
III  sneh  wcathir.  All  the  iiuals  fnr  the  whole  ])arty 
were  eoiikid  on  the  rusty  sto\t-  in  the  eahin,  and 
the  f:uid(^  fa'iied  the  lood  to  the  stAtral  i(i.ts. 
.lune  Sj)i  lit  the  da\  in  .Sir  John's  tint.  !{ol»  .Sayle 
looked  in  tin  re  shortly  after  the  mid-clay  meal 
and  lor  a  loiiu  time  talked  alioiil  a  ^Meat  many 
thmi!^  in  ulu'h  he  fi  It  no  particular  interest.  He 
talkeel  L:(nera!l\  anel  Ite.th  .hnu'  and  Sir  John 
^;ave'  him  Ih'ii  attei-Mon,  aiiel  the  knijjlit  maih  a 
numlxi-  eif  .ipt  comments  anel  preifound  ol's.r\at  ie.ns 
1,11  111''  -iil'iii!^  ill  hand  anel  life  at  lari'e.  l{e>li  lieca.iiie' 
siie  III    at    las(  :     aii.i   >ir  Joiiii   U'ok   up   iiis   pe  n   and   le  ii 
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to  work.  Tlun  Hob  looked  ;it  Juiu'.  who  was  vt  rv 
carefully  not  lookinj^  at  him.  lit  continind  to  look 
at  her  for  several  minutes  ;  und  still  she  seemed  to  he 
unaware  of  liis  existence.  So  he  studied  the  ground  at 
liis  feet  and  smoked  witli  a  preoccupied  air  and  with 
the  tad  of  his  left  eye  he  saw  her  turn  her  face 
and  regard  him  wiih  an  expression  of  the  utmost 
teiidcriKss  and  c()neern  in  her  eyes.  And  the  look 
was  not  only  of  tin;  eyes.  It  was  also  of  the  lips, 
the  hrow,  the  chin — of  ever>  feature  of  the  small,  vivid 
face. 

H\  that  look,  the  yoimg  man  was  at  once  exhilirated 
and  depress,  d,  as'^ureil  and  pu/.zli  d,  comfort  eil  and 
alarmed. 

There  (lamed  a  sudden  explosion  out  of  tlic  grey  imnk 
of  (he  sky.  heyond  the  veils  of  (he  rain  and  mis(,  that 
gland  round  and  hlue  through  (he  <anvas  of  the  tent. 
.June  (  xeNunU'd   "Oh!"  and  Su-  John  stayed   his  p<  n 
and  looked  up  in  time  to  dazzle  jiis  eyi  s  \\i(h  it.     Th<  ii 
came  a  r*  iidu»g  and  tumbling  ol  tiiundt  r  as  \\'  (he  walls 
of  (he  \miversr  were  being  thrown  down.     As  (he  ccJiot  s 
of  that  stunmng  tumult  faded,  the  lloodgatis  of  Jieavtti 
lifted   and   out   poiired  the  source   of  all    rains  and   (he 
winds  of  th<'  worM.     The -loping  roof  of  (he  t(  tit  smoked 
with  the  line  mist  of  the  water  (ha(   was  (hi\(H  (hntugli 
(he  canvas;    ani!.  the  nixt  inoment.  (he  tcn(  (ilied  and 
billnd    like   a    balloon    and    the   blanl-((s    huiiip(  d    and 
writhed  on  the    ground    and    (he    pages  of    Sir    .John's 
nodbook    Were    tuimd    one     by    one     with     incredible 
speed.      Then     one    side     of    (he    (ent     was    toin     e|e;>; 
of    the    ground     with     a    sound     of     p<  gs    and     hard 
\Vooi,l    f)C!n,ir    struck    toifi  (hi  i         it    lift'.  (!.     •!u'.'>>'- d     h!!'!i. 
R 
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fl;itt(  iici  i.nl  aiid  strcur.Kd  on  the  g.'tlr  like  a  jib 
1. 1  f,M.  And  tlun  il  w(ut— the  whole  Unt— wide- 
winj^'cd  into  tlu-  tiiinultuous  dark  hkc  a  gigantic  moth. 
\uu  may  Ijc  sure  that  lioh  saved  June  from  being 
bhjwn  away. 


("irAPTKU  XXIV 


A   TELEGUAM    FOK   JAMKS    ItLWAHU 


'"THE  storm  snhsiilcd  soon  after  the  hlowiiifr  uway  of 
■■•  the  tents.  That  was  not  a  huighiiif,'  matter  at  the 
time.  Nobody  laughed  about  it.  in  faet.  until  a  good 
many  hours  later,  after  Sir  John's  tent  jiad  been  recovered 
from  the  creek,  and  Areher  Wallace's  from  a  tree,  and 
both  had  been  set  up  again. 

Hy  dark,  both  rain  and  wind  had  ceased  entirely. 
It  was  then  that  Malaehi  Davis,  anxious  for  news  from 
his  sister,  launched  a  canoe  without  so  much  as  "  bv  V(»ur 
have  "  to  anyone,  and  started  fur  riast<r  Rock.  He 
look  th(  rifle  along  with  him,  for  h<'  had  no  intention  of 
submitting  to  either  a  delay  or  an  upset  at  the  liands  of 
Tod  Reward  or  any  other  madman.  Nobody  or  nothing 
attempted  to  crawl  into  his  canoe.  He  made  a  tin-  and 
tea,  and  sU  |)t  for  a  few  hours,  at  n  point  far  down  the 
Tobique  ;  and  lie  breakfasted  with  Widow  Cars(.n. 
After  breakfast  he  w  iit  t(.  the  post  oHice  and  found 
a  letter  for  himself  and  a  message  for  James 
Reward.  The  message  hftd  been  te!i  nhn!<.fi|  ■•■ 
from    the    nearest    tchgraph    oflice,    two  diivs   l)cfoic. 
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n;.n  Wli.lan  s;.h1  that  it  s.-un.!.  .1  :mi  (xtniu.ly 
ru,.lisl.  inrssa^r  and  .lid  not  Mtui  !<•  mran  anythin<T 
at  all  ;  l)ut  Malaclii  siisp.  ct rd  tliat  it  was  a  pnvatr 
(•,,.!(■.  '  Dan  also  cxpivssi-d  his  asl..nisluiuiit  at  the 
fact  (.r  Jatucs  lUward  Ininy  in  tlir  muntry  and 
liis  k((n  desire  for  luitlur  infnrniation  on  the 
sMl)i(ct.  Mahu-hi  «ot  avsay  with  tlir  message  and 
the"  letter,  without  leaving  any  enlighteinnent  belnnd 
hnn.   and   w.  nt    two  miles   ui)  river  before  he  read  his 

sister's  letter. 

He  w(nt  ashore  and  tore  open  tlie  enveloiK-  with 
trembling  lingers.  At  th.-  liist  glimpse  ol^  the 
l.tter  with.ln  he  caught  his  breath  with  a  gasp  ol 
relief.  He  read  a  fiw  luK  s  ami  began  to  shullle 
his  feet.  His  «yes  lit  and  a  grni  twitelied  and 
,.,ille(i  at  tlie  «..rn(rs  of  his  moiiih.  Hi"  n  ad 
„„.,e  and  skippe<l  about  on  the  i>ebbles.  an<l  uttered 
a.   XV  hoop  of  juy.       lb'     waved     th'      letter     aroimd    hi.s 

"a11  was  well  with  the  back  of  the  thi.vmg 
ouardian's  skull,  and  all  w.'s  known  of  his  dis- 
h.,ni-.>tv.  Nanev  h  d  eonsuit.  d  a  lauver.  and  t  he 
guardian  had  b"ei  n  v.  ry  g.  nerou^ly  giv.n  the  elioac 
L.tuveii  writing  a  liilh'  eonf.  smou  aiul  a  true  story 
.,r  liis  interview  with  his  m  ph.  w  Peter  Warren  and 
heanii"  nothinu'  more  ..f  '.l.r  matter,  and  of  defying 
N.iuey"  and  IMer  and  th.  law.  He  had  ina.le 
Ihs  eh..iee  and  w..ul.l  !..•  w,  !l  en..ugh  to  write 
his  little  con.'  ssion  and  story  within  tlie  week; 
and  in  the  meantime  he  had  admitted  all  his  knavery 
♦  ..  i\u-  lawver  b.  for.'  witn.ss.s.  .So  Malae-hi  DaM-. 
U;ul  "a   r.unie.n    with    IMer   Warr.n.    an.l   th.y   elan,  e.i 
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;iiui  rejoiced  ti)^'rtlnr  <»n  Ihe  (iiy  sliiii^di  beside 
tlic  gliding  Toliitjue  water.  I'ller  was  only  twenty- 
four,  you  must  renunilx  r,  and  Malaelii  only  a  I'ew 
months  old. 

M;d\chi  did  not  strain  himseH"  on  t!ie  return  journey. 
lie  took  his  time,  n  lishing  his  lever  of  impatience. 
AUhougli  as  I'eter  Warren  iu-  had  lived  in  four 
\iars  more  than  his  fatjier  had  lived  in  a  life-time, 
\(t  lilV  was  in  IVont  of  him  an<l  the  good  taste 
of  it  was  I'resh  on  his  lips.  He  rtaclud  the  clearing 
on  Fisher  (reek  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  the  lirst 
})(  rson  lie  nut.  at  IIk-  toj)  of  the  hank,  was  Janus 
|{(  ward. 

"  Where  ha\e  vou  been  with  that  canoe  ?  '*  asked 
James. 

"  iMasler  Hock,  to  get  a  letter  from  my  sister,"  r(  plied 
the  \iiuth. 

'•  Vou  had  yoiir  nerve  with  you.  I  think,"  said  Janus, 
glaring. 

'■  1  have  never  yci  been  seen  anywhere  wi.hout  it," 
returned  the  long  vouth.  '"  Tiicrc's  the  Major.  Ask 
him." 

''  Vou  arc  changed,"  said  Mr.  Hcwurd.  "  Whatever 
lh(  change  is,  it  is  not  for  th<-  luttcr.  What  the  devd 
are  you  playing  at,  Davis  V 

•  I  have  linished  pla\  ing  at  the  little  game  of  Malachi 
Davis  and  am  well  stalled  ofi  a  mueli  bigger  game," 
n  plied  tlic  otiu  r.  *'  lley  then',  Major  old  son,  that's 
jake  !      \'ou  know  what.      I'm  myself  again." 

.\rch(  r  Wallace  descended  the  bushy  bank  and  grasped 
i  he   \ Dumfer  man's  h.ind. 

"  I    coiigraluhite    you.    I'eter,"    h*'    said.    (piietl\     but 
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luailily  ;  and  lie  turned  to  f{(>l)  S;iylr  wlio  liad  followed 
hiin,  and  to  James,  and  eoiit  iinud.  ""  This  is  Peter 
Warren,  who  \v;is  in  my  hattalion  in  I-'ranee  and 
Flandrrs." 

P'ter  hluslied  and  f,niinied  and  hitelied  up  his  trousers 
of  rural  desi^ni  ami  in  the  act  ol'  hitching  he  suddenly 
renienibtred  th'-  nu  ssaf'e  lor  Mr.  lU  ward.  lie  produced 
it  rr«)ni  his  hip-poeket  ami  handed  it  over,  with 
Hpolof,'ies. 

Hy  this  time,  June  and  Tom  Smeken  and  Sir  John  had 
joimd  tlie  jjroup  :  and  .\reii(  r  Wallace  went  on  with 
the  story  Ol  INter  Warrt  n.  alias  M.alaehi  Davis.  Peter 
.sli])ped  away  and  up  th<'  bank  unnoticed.  James 
Ueward  oj)ined  the  ( nN'elopi-  and  lead  his  message 
Kiinoticid. 

James  Ueward  stared  at  the  paper  in  his  hand.  He 
looked  astonished,  puz/led,  incredulous  and  angry.  He 
swore  softly,  glanced  around  liim  at  the  ])eoi)le  listening 
so  intently  to  the  Major's  measured  talk,  then  crushed 
the  paper  in  liis  haiul  and  turned  away.  He  went 
slowly  uj)  the  hank,  muttering  "  1  have  read  it  wrong 
-  or  they've  all  g(-\c  mad."  He  saw  liis  daughter 
Alice  and  the  Mauieju  fellow  talking  ab«;ut  tw.  nty 
vanls  away,  with  unusual  animation  and  earnest- 
n»ss;  but  without  ,  iving  them  a  thought  he  slipped 
into  his  tent,  unerumpled  the  message  from  Now 
York   and   again  studied  it   witli  an   intolerant,   heady 


cinifusion      of      einotio 


Pnsentlv     he     sat     down 


and,   with    the   help  of  a   thin  book  from  a  pocket  of 
his  coat,  carefully  decoded  tin- message.       He  changed 

I'oloUl', 

"The   \oimg   iiliol-.!"   h<-  i  \(  lainud.      "What    have 
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tlu  y  b(  en  trying  to  do  ?     \Vt  II.  I  must  go  uiul  straiglitcn 
this  out.     Notliing  else  for  it." 

lie  set  out  for  Plaster  Rock  witJiin  an  hour  of  reeeiving 
tlio  message,  saying  tli  it  an  important  l)usiness  called 
him  to  New  York,  and  th:i+  he  would  l)e  hack  in  ten  or 
twelve  davs.     He  asked  Hob  to  eome  with  him;    and 
Hob  refused,   point    blank,   regarding  liim  with  hostile 
and   suspicions   eyes   .-md   a   clouded   bri>w.     He   asked 
Alice    '      Cf)me,    and    then    would     not    wait     b»r    lur 
ti)     pack     her     bags.      She    paeketl    very     slowly,    'lis 
true.       She    pnmised    to    follow    in    a    day     or    two. 
So  he  embarke«i    with  .Vmos  Dingle    and    sj>ed    away, 
determined     to    kct  p     right     on     in    the     eanoe    imtil 
lie  came   to    u    train    headed    in    the     right     tlireetion 
even   if  this   should   extend   his     journey     t<»    lialf-wny 
dov.  n    the    St.    Jolm    Uiver.     He    was    in   no  mood  for 
waiting. 

Peter  Warnn's  story  was  well  received.  Even  Ian 
MaeLean,  now  a  hero  of  considerable  repute  himself, 
was  pleased  with  it  and  eongratula  d  the  young  man 
on  his  wit  and  daring  and  good  fortune.  Peter  Ihn  w 
aside  all  his  Malaehi  Davis  t  eks  and  manner  of 
speech  and,  at  tlic  lirst  op,  ortunity.  the  rustic 
garments  of  his  deception  as  well.  Hob  Sayle  con- 
tributed a  pair  of  grey  flannel  trouM-rs  not  much 
the  worse  for  wear  to  his  wardrobe.  Archer  Wallaic 
handed  over  a  shirt  and  Tom  Snicki  n  a  pair  of 
canvas  shoes. 

Hob  Sayle  was  puzzled  and  distressed.  Even  Tom 
Snicken  was  puzzled.  June,  wlu.ve  behaviour  was  the 
cause  of  tlieir  distress  and  micertainfy.  avoided 
them     bolh.      Hob     made     sevei.d     uttemijts     during 
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tlif  (•%•(  tiiiip  t(t  ohlaiii  ;i  jiiivatf  iiitcrxicw  with 
licr,  hut  without  success.  She  k(  pt  cIdsc  to  the 
kni<,'ht.  Alter  the  evening'  iiie;il.  Archer  \V;ill;ice  took 
I{oh  hy  the  urui  and  \valkc(l  hitii  away  to  the  top  of 
t  he  hank. 

^du  look  hipp<(l.  Sa\ie/"  he  said. 

"  \  ou  don't  look  ])articulariy  nu  rry  and  hright 
>-ours»  If,"  n  phed  Hoh. 

'■  True  ;  hut  luy  reason  for  f«(  h'u^'  hipped  and  lookinpj 
it  is  iKit  easily  cured,  I  fear-  an<l  yours  is  easily  curtd, 
I  think."  said  ,\rcher.  '"  Xo,  it  isn't  that."  he  coni  inued 
sinilinir  slightly.  "  If  that  were  so,  I  should  he  in  a 
Itad  situation  indeed  hut  it  seems  that  tuy  heart 
surf(  red  almost  as  much  as  my  mind  that  time.  It  was 
hlurred.  The  trouhic  with  me  is  that  my  hram  has  dui» 
up  pictures  of  the  very  thin<,'s  tliiit  once  made  a  hlank 
of  it  oi'  iriy  c\]»(  lienct  s  tliat  time  I  was  out  jimon<^ 
I  he  craters  w  itji  the  dead  nu  n.  wounded.  I'd  have  ^k<uv 
mad  at  the  tinu — after  I  was  hrou^ht  in-  if  I  had 
!•(  uiemhi  red  ;  and  now  I  am  renu  inherinfj.  It  hct;an 
two  ni<,rhts  iijTi),  Xijrht  is  the  worst  time.  Tliat  is 
what's  troul)lintj  me.  Hoh." 

'■  I  am  sorry.''  said  Hoi).  "  I  wonder  if  you  wouldn't 
feel  h<tl(r  in  town,  in  London  or  Xt  w  ^'ork,  tJian  in 
this  ])Iacc.'' 

'Dicy  sat  down  side  hy  side  in  the  tall,  wild 
{rrass. 

•'  I'll  try  the  cities,"'  said  tJie  Major.     "Hut  tJi(  y  may 
?iot   hot  her  nic   wluji   I   {,'( t    used   to  them.      Xow  they 
k((p    me    awak<'.     That's    tlie    mischi(  f   of   it  !     Tlu  y 
s('u!'e   !!ie   Wide   awjikr  !      W'.'.i    .••!!   th;it    \!!!!    }!:!«.■!■   f:i  il-.^ 
m\    sdu.   is  t,r(i  into  that   tent   and  take  that  t.'irl  i»v  the 
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wrist  and  ask  lur  what  yini  have  doiu  that  she  (lucsnt 
approvi-  <>i'.  Tlu  II  she'll  tell  you  ;  and  if.  hy  any  chance 
she  doisn't  like  voii  as  well  as  we  think  and  Impi'  that 
she  dues,  shi'll  ht  V(»u  know  all  about  it  somehow  or 
another.  I  IVcl  sure  that  my  advice  is  exactly  what 
Sir  John's  would  be  it'  you  were  to  consult  him,  lor  he 
is  a  wise  old  bird  and  not  so  old  but  that  he  can  still 
see  nun  and  women  and  things  as  we  see  tht  ni.  I  am 
in  liair  a  mind  to  consult  ium  about  tliese  JKastly 
m<-mories  of  miu'  ." 

Mob  did  not  take  the  advice.  He  beli-.  vcd  that  .lime 
eared  for  him,  and  he  felt  tint  somroiie  or  sonu  thiiifj 
was  working  against  him  with  her.  He  was  shriwil 
enough  to  susj)eet  James  Hcwanl  of  luing  that  oni'.  and 
had  intended  to  inti  rview  him  on  the  sulijeet  that  \'ery 
night. 

Toiu  Snieki  n  joined  Hob  and  the  Major. 

■'  I  think  wc  should  bring  the  canoe  all  tli<'  way 
up  to  the  lire,  where  the  smtry  can  kec[)  his  <  ye  o!i 
it."'  he  said.  "  Wc  are  rcducc-d  to  one  canoe  until 
.\n\os  returns." 

'"  \'ou  are  right,  of  course.  Snick  but  why 
didn't  you  think  of  it  before  ?  Two  men  have  to 
be  on  guard,  anyway,  with  that  old  ft  llow  crawling 
aroun<i." 

"  I'll  tell  you,  sir.  We  may  Jiecd  a  canoe  to-morrow 
— and  who  knows  when  .\tnos  wil'  be  l)ack  ?  Hi- 
may  go  visiting  all  his  friends.  So  wc  liad  bctfir 
watch     that    cunoc    close    between    now    and   morning 

for   Sir  John  has  packed  his  notebook   and    Miss    de 

\:l  I?('W;iril  |i.;is  (fiit  toijither  nil  assol  t  mk  nt  of 
foodstuffs.'' 
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"  WJi  it  !  "  f\(l;iiiu<(i  I5ol,.  '"Do  yoii  menu  ih;il 
they  arc  ^oiiitf  uuuy  ? 

'■  I  mean  that  \]]cy  arc  all  packed  and  ready  to  go, 
sir."' 

"And  Mr.  MacL(an  ?  " 

"  Xo,  sir.  Mr.  .MacLi  an  is  as  ipnorant  and  innocent 
us  the  hahc  unlxtrn.  It  is  (juitc  evichnt  that  Mr. 
MacLean  dxs  not  enjoy  th<ir  conli<lcnec  any  more 
than  we  do.  My  i(ha  is  that  tlicy  are  intendini? 
to  give  si>nul)c»dy  the  slip,  and  tiiat  thi-  inlintioii  is 
inspired  l)y  a  s(  nsc  ol'  dtity,  sir,  ratlicr  than  l>y 
inchnation.  Il'  ever  I  saw  a  ])crson  wlio  had 
deei(h-d  fn  act  IVniii  in'i|i\«s  oi"  jMue  nohiiity,  it  is 
Miss  June."' 

'■  What  do  you  nu  an.  Tum  7  Cut  out  lh«-  l<<iig 
words." 

"  .Sh<   is  jiiping  her  eye.  sir." 

'*  (iood   hi-avens  !  "   exclaimed   .Vrthur   Wallace. 
"  Damn  !  "  exelainud  Hnl).      .\nd  {h«  n,  "  Is  Sir  John 
t'oreiiiL;  her  f  >  go  ?  " 

"  Not  him.  II<  do(  sn't  ,(cm  to  ".vant  to  go  any  morr 
than   slie  does." 

'■  I'p  comes  thr.t  eaiKie.  anyway,"  said  Archer  Wallace. 
"I  mi\  in  command  of  the  eam|)\  dehncis  to  night. 
.\nvone  wantmg  a  canoe  or  an  (  xplanation  must  come 
to  me. 

Thus  it  h.i])pi  md  tlial  .lime's  dejiarturc  from  Fisher 
(rick  w.'is  again  postponed. 

Hob  walk<  d  straiiiht  up  to  .June  the  moment 
h'-  caught  siL'hl  ot'  hrr  tk  xt  morning  and  said,  in 
u  v-rv  low  and  u.isliadv  \(>:er.  "  II"  vou  don't  give 
me     a    chance    to    talk     to    \..u    aloue    !    khall    !»av    all 
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.at     I    liHxe     t(»    licrc 
'ife. 
^Iic  looked  at  him  stranfrcly. 


and    now     at    tlir    top   o{  ^^\\ 


'■  Do  yi)»i  mean  tliat  ?  "  she  nskcd. 

"  I  mean  it— so  help  me  !  " 

■'  But  you  liavc  no  right  to  force  m<-  to  listen  to  you 
agajjist  my  wilh" 

'■  That  is  true  ;  and  if  you  don't  \v;int  to  hslen 
to  mc— to  hear  me  or  see  nie  again  say  so  now. 
Look  at  me  and  say  it.  June,  and  I  jiroieise  yo»> 
that  vou'II  never  set  <  V(  s  on  Mie  again,  if  I  eun  helj) 
It." 

She  glaneod  away  from  him.  then  haek  at  Jiim.  She 
paled  and  redd*  lied  Her  eyts  grew  vi  y  dark  and  her 
lips  quivered.  She  put  out  lur  hauu  suihieuly  and 
touched  his  liand.  Then  she  turned  and  moved  toward 
the  stream,  kntking  haek  onee  io  see  that  he  foUuwed. 
lie  folhnved.  you  may  be  sure,  and  overtook  h(  r  in  four 
strides.  Th<y  went  on  side  l)y  side.  They  Kft  the 
« leivring.  following  the  top  of  the  hank  ;  and  for  a  f'lll 
minute  luitlur  spoke.  She  gn/.ed  straight  ahead,  and 
he  yaz<  d  at  her  and  walked  slam  into  huslus  and 
lr(  es. 

'■  .June,"  lie  said  suddenly.  "  Jiir»e.  I  ean't  stand 
this  uncertainty  any  longer.  Vttu  nuant  t«)  go  away 
last  night.  I  am  poor.  l)Ut  I  enn  work.  .luiu-.  I  love 
you  !  IMease  don't  go  so  last.  Listen  to  mc  ;  look 
at  me;  and  if  there's  no  chaiu  e  for  nn  .  ttll  me  >.o 
lu.w." 

Sh«    halted  and  looked  at  him. 

"  W<\\  do  (arc!  "  he  «  velainud. 

Wat.""    ihe  said.         "  \'uii   arc   u\   pour.        .Ml   the 


208 


mooxsiiin:: 


1.t: 


liimuv  th;i.{  sliMiild  he  Vdurs  cm  !k'  yours  Tor  llif 
•  iskiuff." 

"  For  the  nskint,'."  he  returned,  hdtly  and  bitterly. 
"  Wliy  s'miild  I  ask  lor  wliat  is  lij/htriilly  mine  ?  And 
who  am  I  to  ask  ?  Xo.  Ill  lu  \  <  r  :isk  I'or  it,  and  I  don't 
IK  (  (1  it.  .Iiuif.  I  am  poor,  and  1  don't  eare.  Since  I 
lirst  s;i\v  \((ii  I  li.iNc  not  cure. I  ali<.i;t  aiiytliin<^  Itul 
yon.  " 

"\\':iil.  Hoi),""  sIk  said.  ""It  is  triir,  ili(n.  that 
\()\i  will  not  ask  I'or  thi-  i!ion<  v.  \  on  have  said 
so,  ;inil  I  III  Ij,  vr  yoii.  I'oiiK  lit  lis  waik  on.  I 
ii,iv<'  soiiH  t  liiii^f  to  !(!!  \  ou  sDiiK  t  iiiiiLf  tliat  Dad 
told  m«  and  Ihil  I  ha\(  lu  vri  told  to  ;  nxoiu  in  tin' 
woi  Id." 

Shi'  look  his  hand,  and  so  llu  \  ualktd  iinw.iid  Ihioiigh 
the  \oun^'  sj)iiic(  s  .uid  la.ich)  s. 

"  \'oM  do  eari-.'"  hr  s.nd.  '"  .Jum  ,  you  <h>  earr.  \  ou 
cant   ds  iiy  if." 

*'  I'leas,'  wail  until  I  till  you  what  I  must  liU  you." 
she  i>r<,fj,'.(l  ■'  Uol»,  Soli  do  Hot  klloU  W  h<  •  ni\  latin  r 
was." 

*■  No.  Hut  what  do.s  ,t  matt(  |-  '  Ills  naiiir  was 
Witehi  ry.      Ahee   Ue\said  told  iiii-  !hit."" 

*'  W'iIcIk  rv  was  my  inolh'r's  name.  M\  latin  is 
name  was  limits." 

"What  of  it.  di  .u"  ?  Il  is  an  imusiial  n.uiii-  ol' 
coiiisi-  :  lull  uiii!  jia-  if  ir.il  to  (!■•  with  \  ou  an  I  mc 
now  .' 

■■  Ml-  was  :»  major  ni  t  h>  SnuiJi  .Viii<'an  war.  lie 
Id'l  till'  .iiiiiy  iMloiT  that  war  wa-  o\-er  and 
limk  lil\  lilolh.cf  .'lid  III-  \<>  lie  \\  1  t  ll'dil'S. 
I       WIS      two      \iar>      old       tin  II.       and        ih<i.       '-iIs' 


M()()N>1IINI:: 


.Mill 


cIiiM.  They  li;i(l  !)(•(  11  Miarri''(i  for  i]\v  or  six 
vi.us  tiui>.  I  (luu't  !(.  inciabcr  tlicm  -not  (\cii 
ii.\  molhtr.  My  I'atlKr  liud  to  It  aw  tlu-  ;iiiii\, 
IJuh." 

II(     lo<)k<(i    at    lit  r   with    devotion,   caprrn*  ss    njni    a 
sli:i(l('  oi'  j)u/./Ktl  iii(|uify  in  his  ylowin;^'  i_\is. 


i 
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Alw.<\^  the  wml  w.i"*  liiii'ing  ^ orrr'thin;^  pIuhivc  .tiri  wi-i<* 
S'lrnttliiii^  I  ti'- ini  ,111  I  |i  Pit  anl  c '  Hild  tvit  iindrrst.irvi    .    .    . 
I  ).Mr,  I  ( ( .m-.l  til  'I  ;•  sti'.ti  nhrn  iii\-  hind  found  \(Mir  li.md 
And  1  ^.iw  tin-  wimImih  of  j(i\'  m  the  wniiili-r  nf  your  eycii. 

!-.\f  r  tlir  will  I  w.t"(  rrvins;  '<niiu  tluiir;  flii-(i\o  .nid  wise 
<  If  ftniitv  lir  II  tN,  d'-  1  1  li  •\)■•^^.  and  «h'>Ms  "f  vv.in  I  i  iiii;  -.liim 
I  >r  ,11    i  I  iMM(  d  t"  i]ii'  >f  lull  «ii«»n  nn  li|>s  fniiid  vnnr  hps 
And  1  :^aw  tilt-  WMiid'T  of  love  III  the  wiiduiii  nf  vuur  i\r^ 


BOirS    ((ilour   t!t(l   in   s\  iiii);.lhv   witli   thf   pirl's  wan 
(■h.<ks. 

■I'm  Sony.'"  Ii»  stiiiiiincri d  ■  l>ut  that  was  l'>nj» 
a^o  -  ht'fcic  Vdu  can  n  iiu  nilxr.  And  it  ruiiy  I-.;ivc  I  tii 
a  inistaki  .  I  liivr  Inward  nf  (•usts  of  the  kind-  ha\c 
\h'<  \i  very  near  to  scvnal-  an(i  the  IVIIows  (•onccrnid 
\vt  It  ii  )t  cowards.  It  is  a  tricky  laisimss  to  jiut  your 
liiij,'cr  on  a  coward  in  tin  lacc  of  the  enemy.  The  real 
cowards  arc  not  there.  It  was  very  hkcly  a  mistake 
dciir." 

"  No,  if  was  Hot  a  niistak*,"  she  rcphcd.     "  Dud  vsas 
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thrro  .ind  saw  it  i)ut  Diul  did  ni.t  givr  rvidciicc 
nt  the  (•.>url-uiiuti.il.  iJut  he  >v;is  an  nicmy 
of  my  fiithci's— 1  „uim  tJiut  my  latlicr,  tin-  cowunj, 
\'us  an  in.niy  cf  Dad's.  lio  >.)u  understand, 
Hoi),  tliat  my  father  was  hroki  n  for  beinL'  a 
>  (.ward  ?  " 

'*  \es,  <l(ar— hut  if  ho  was  a  thoroufjh-eoinp;  coward 
why  did  he  g<^  up  the  hne  at  all  ?  Couldni  he  wangle 
a  job  a;    bast   .'  " 

•'He  tried  to.  He  ha<l  a  job  at  th«'  base  f(.r  a  lime 
and  held  it  as  h.n^r  as  Jie  eould.  Do  not  trv  to  defend 
him." 

"  Do  you  t'link  I  eare  wliat  your  father  was  ?  Vts, 
I  eare-l.;it  oidy  because  you  do.  June,  w  Jiy  (h,  yt,i,' 
tr\  to  fri^htdi  me  away  from  you  ?  Xothin^'  can 
turn    me    t.-om    you    .tr  frighten  me    from    you    except 

\  ouisejf." 

••Wait.  I  hav<-  not  told  you  all.  Dad  was  in 
love  with  my  mother.  She  fnat.d  hmi  badly 
in  some  uay-  lie  w..uld  never  tell  me  and  always 
sa\s  it  was  a  fo(>lish  mi-^undeistanding  an<l  Dad 
married  someone  else,  you  know.  Shr  is  a  dear, 
ami  very  wealthy;  t)ut  slie  never  thinks  e.f 
Da.j,  with  his  wiselom  and  his  e  xpe<ii«  ions  and 
books,  as  anything  but  a  ,pi,er  be.v.  Sh-  use>d 
to  find  him  amusing.  Hut  she-  has  nothing  to 
d..  with  n:y  sli:unc.  My  niotli.r  went  av.ay  "with 
that  Iniuts  — my  fat  her --;  rid  f.,r  a  long  time 
Dad  thought  tluy  were  marneel  Hut  tluy  weioi'^. 
.\fteT  be  was  cashiered  he  toe)k  h.-r  tej  France 
and  lelt  he-r  there-  for  a  \ .  ar.  U,  raw.r  back 
to     us     and     took     us     to    .\iitiiriia  ;      but      Daei     kn<  w 
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;,ll  nl.oul  liim  thdi  and  \v;is  followiiif,'  him  cvt  ry- 
whcn-.  l):ul  kii(  w  tliat  he  had  plaiiunl  Id  iiiairy 
sniiir..iic  with  a  f^riat  (hal  t.r  luciuy;  ami  at 
l;ist  111-  caiiii'  to  tlu-  island  iu  a  small  schnon.r 
and  rnwrd  hiiuscir  ashore  one  mooidi;,'ht  ni^ht 
jui.l  walked  into  our  honsr.  All  thf  servants 
had  rim  away  and  my  i'ath<r  was  sitting  alone 
in  a  room  facing  the  san<l  and  tlie  sea.  The  house 
stood  l.thiiid  a  thm  grove  of  c(K'oanut  trees.  Dm) 
h:id  seen  him  as  he  ranie  through  thr  grove 
sitting  at  a  tal>le  with  candles  in  glass  wind- 
sjiades  at  his  (!l)ows.  lie  did  not  look  UJ)  when 
Dad  crossed  the  verandah  and  entered  the  room. 
Ills  }i;inds  were  on  the  tahli-and  Dad  saw  hloud 
..11  the  kmiekhs  iA'  his  right  liand.  There  were 
op.n  p.ip.rs  on  the  tal)le,  too.  and  a  glass,  and 
;,,  l,.,tUe  of  l.raiidv  an<l  a  clay  walerdx.l  I  le.  Dad 
saw  :dl  tluse  things  m  a  flash  a^  he  stepped  into 
ti,,.  ,-,,,i,i.  He  shut  the  door  liehmd  him;  and  then 
th,  l.i^r  niiin  Iniiits  iny-  father  loeikeel  up.  He 
s'.\niv   at    Daei,    fe)r   h<-    km  w    that    Dael    knew   all  al.out 

him. 

■Dael  askeel  him  \shere  his  wife  was;  aiiel  he- 
callee!  Dael  a  ioe.l  aiiel  saiel  he-  haeln't  a  wife-  hut 
expee-t.el  to  marry  m  a  iVw  me.nlhs.  Then  Dael  te.Kl 
him  that  he  woulel  marry  within  twenty-fe.ur  he.uis. 
Th.  n  Dael  lii-ard  nu  crying  in  another  reie.m.  limits 
shppeel  his  right  hanel  among  the  papers  ou  the-  tahle- 
and  lire-el  l.e-fore-  Dael  coulel  jump.  The  hullet  hit 
l),id  in  tne-  side  and  Ik-  immceliate-iy  went  epiite- 
mad  with  rage-  and  elisuust  anel  hale.  A  littl.- 
lat.r    he     fe.unel     himself    standing     over    my     father. 
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with  a  silver  candle-stick  in  his  hanci.  Only 
one  can-lie  continued  to  burn  on  the  table.  My 
father  lay  vi  ry  still,  bleeding  terribly.  Dad 
dr<>pi)ed  the  candle-stick  and  went  into  another 
rcjorn.  He  found  nie  crying  under  my  niosquito- 
bar.  He  found  rn«;ther  lying  on  a  bed.  Her 
face  was  Vd  v  thin  and  frightfully  bruised.  Her 
arms  w(  re  bruisrd.  She  was  dead— and  had 
been  dead  for  hours.  Then  Dad  took  me  up 
in  his  arms  and  returmd  to  the  room  facing  the 
sea.  He  <hlibi  rate  ly  kicked  the  man  on  the  floor 
— but  he  did  not  ni>ve.  Dad  had  killed  him  with 
the  candh -stick.  He  removed  the  shade  from 
the  burning  candle  and  ti})ped  it  over  among 
the  pajx  rs.  He  pound  all  the  brandy  that  was 
left  in  the  bottle  over  the  papers,  then  carried 
me  out  of  that  house  and  down  to  the  boat 
— and  he  ha;  been  fit  her  and  nuilhcr  to  me 
ever  since.  iJul  my  i»!ood 
people  he  left  dead  Inhind 
house." 

"  My  dear,  my  dear,'   \vhispcred  Bob. 

He  put  an  arm  around  her  should*  rs  and  drew 
licr  to  liim  and  jircssKl  her  face  against  his  breast. 
She  stood  so  for  a  moment,  rigid  and  motionless, 
then  suddenly  nlaxed  and  chmg  to  him.  He  held 
hrr  light  and  f<  It  her  slender  body  shake  with  her 
^obs. 

"  Xow  you  know — what  I  am — what  I  was  born 
— nothing— un  outcast,'*  she  cried  between  her 
sobs. 

Hob     sluop(,l     and      whispired.     "  \"()U     arc     cvcry- 


is     that     of    the    two 
him    in    the    burning 
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thiuiz  tluit  is  wonderful  and  iHautiful  and  desirable. 
Villi  are  jiduiiihle  and  dear  and  f^'uod  a  f,Mrl 
out  of  a  dream,  a  prineess  out  of  a  I'airy-tale. 
He  l»rave.  dear,  and  try  to  f(.r^Ht  that  story. 
It  is  notjiing  but  a  story  to  you,  as  it  is  only 
a  story  to  inc.  Only  your  father,  John  de 
la  Itiward.  saw  it  and  siiff(  rtd  it,  and  so  it 
is  real  oidv  for  iuin.  It  is  not  real  for  >  ou, 
June." 

"•I  am  what  I  was  b..rn-  the  dau^rhter  of  a 
coward,  a  beast  and  a  nmrderer  — ami  of  llie  — of  my 
mi>tht'r.'" 

"•  Vour  mother  has  paid.  Sli''  lovtd  a  brute— and 
she  paid.  .She  was  a  beaut itul  woman,  and  John 
loved  ]i(  !•.  TiioUNands  of  good  women  have  done 
the  same  mudiu  >s.  I  think  you  need  fed  no  shame 
of  h(  r,  dial.  And  \>>u  are  not  wiiat  you  were 
born.  I'or  \ou  are  what  you  have  lived.  Dear 
heart,  look  up  at  me-  for  I  have  loved  you  with 
all  my  heart  and  Juind  sinee  the  lirst  moment 
you  looked  at  m<'.  I  have  followed  you.  ignorant 
of  (Viryth'ng  eoneerning  you  execpt  my  lovt — and 
if  I  should  lose  you  now— (bar.  tell  me  that  I  have 
n<il  lost  vou." 

.She  murmured  soiik  tiling  against  the  breast  ol  his 
llaniu  I  shirt. 

'■  I  ilida't  h<  ,ir  it,"  he  said. 

And  at  that  mouHUt  lu  h(  ;ird  somclliing  else  in 
the  Ihieket  of  Willows  and  young  birehes  in  front 
ol  him.  He  r.'iised  his  head  shari)ly  :  and  then 
old  I'od  Reward  threw  the  knife  that  he  had 
s|o|.  II      from      .\i,ios      Dingle.        It       •>!  riK  k      Hob     in 
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the  muscles  uf  the  neck,  pierced  deep  ami  hung 
there. 

June  l\lt  his  arniN  tighten  suddenly,  relax,  tiun 
tighten  and  hxjsen  again".  Shi-  Mt  him  sway.  The 
pahns  i)i  her  liands  had  been  fhit  agamst  his  breast 
all  this  time,  antl  her  eyt  s  had  been  tight  sluit  ;  now 
she  felt  a  sudden  warm  moistuie  on  the  fingers  of 
her  left  hand.  Siie  opened  her  eyes,  drew  back  her 
head  and  l(H)ked  at  lit  r  hand,  liotli  arms  went 
ariumd  him  (juick  as  thought  ;  and  as  he  sank  to 
the  ground  she  sank  with  liim,  easing  his  I'all  witli 
all  her  strength. 

She  knelt  over  him,  an  arm  under  his  head,  and 
regarded  him  witli  a  face  wan  as  deatli  and  eye;  black 
with  misery.      He  smiled  up  at  her. 

■'  .M\-  I'ault,"  he  saiel,  calmly.  "  Forgot  abe)ut  old 
I'oel.  Tell  me  what  you  saiel— anel  then  run  for  r,\d 
Jessie.  He  won't  strike  again- -at  either  of  us  — 
te)-day." 

'■  1  saiel  that  1  love,"  she  whispered.  "  I  love  ye»u  ! 
I  le)ve  you  !     How  can  I  leave  ye)U  ?— you  are  bleeding 
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I  " 


"  Kiss  me,  then." 

She'  kisseel  him  on  the-  lips  and  the-  eyes. 

'"  Now  fifty  I'enls  ce>ulelu  t  kill  me,"  he-  saiel. 
"  He  hasn't  hit  my  winei-pipe,  that's  certain 
— or  anything  important,  I  think.  Tie-  your  hankie 
around  my  neck,  eUar  — just  here— fairly  tight-  anel 
then  lu)p  awav  aiul  feteh  Jessie  anel  Sir  Je.hn's 
flask.  ' 

She  te)ok  the  linen  kerehie'f  from  her  own 
iie-ek     and     tie-d     it    deftly     around     his     with     kteaely, 
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tindfr  finjj[ors.  Slu'  kisseil  him  again,  swiftly 
un«l  ]).issioii;it(l\ .  iIkii  si>rimg  to  lur  ffct  and 
rnn. 

Huo  lay  VI  ry  si  ill,  with  the  linf^Ms  ul'  his  right  on  his 
neck,  dose  agiiinht  th'-  liladc  of  the  knife.  H(  was 
bleeding  freely,  hut  not  lr< «  ly  <  iiongh  to  sugg«st  u 
Nlit  jiigulur.  Th<'  knilc  luul  stmek  to(»  f;ir  to  the 
side  for  thiit.  He  put  his  kft  liund  Jiround  and 
felt  the  point  of  tlie  bhide  protruding.  That 
relieved  liitn  greatly.  lie  raised  his  hiad  and 
shoulder.s  a  iitili'  and  s.-iw  ol  1  Pod  crouehed  half 
a  do/.(  n  yards  away,  glaring  at  him.  IIC  sat  up, 
tied  June's  handkt  rchief  tighter  and  pulh  d  out 
the  kiufe.  He  sighrd  with  the  p.iin  of  it  and  shut 
his  e\is  tiglit  for  a  s«eond.  He  ojx  ned  his  eyes  wide, 
grinntd  at  the  nia<linau  and  threatened  hint  with  the 
\v,  t.  n  d  hladt . 

Pod's  eyis  w;i\-ered.     He  tnriTdl  and  crept  away. 

Hoi)  felt  light-luadt  (1.  slightly  di/zy  and  a  trifle 
siek  !ind  ^•^ry  hapj)y.  .Sotnctfiing  wonderful  had 
happenrd.  A  thing  was  trut-  that  was  too  wonderful 
to  be  true.  One  of  those  tilings  that  only  happen 
in  dreams  liad  hapjjrnicl  to  Jiim  when  he  was  >vide 
awake.  \'(  s,  jt  was  true;  lor  here  was  her 
h.indkcrehief  around  his  neek,  W(  t  and  warm  with 
his  blood.  He  r(  ini'mben-d  seeing  blood  on  her 
fingers  as  she  t'unrd  from  him  to  run  lor  help. 
Yes,  it  was  nal- as  real  as  p\[ic  joy  can  ever  be 
real. 

Sudih  nly  June  ap})eared.  darling  through  the 
brush,  witlx  a  thisk  m  In  i-  hand.  Her  hair  was 
Ihing,     lur     facr     wa-,      tlu-^hid     with     eagerness     and 
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<i  irk       with      ;Mi\ir<\-.      Slir 
'•f      iiult  scrihiiblo      tt  nilcnuss 


hrr      eyes      wore      sti 
uttorcd     n      soft      or\' 
and     joy    upon    outchiiit,'    si^dif    «>('    Jum  sitting'  opm 
eyed     and     conscious,     sped     to      him.     kn<  It       l>i  si(U« 
him    and    pressed      his     dizzy     head      to     her     hr-nst. 
Holdinfj     him      so,      siie      tipped      the     tla-k     to     his 
hps.  He      sifiptd       tlie        hrandv.        She      withdrew 

the  flask  and  kiss(  d  fiim.  Neither  spok(>-- for 
what,  in  the  wliok-  wide  range  of  h-  .\(  n  and 
earth,  was  tliere  to  say.  The\  had  jound  love 
and  rscjiped  d.ath.  Slie  jravc  luiii  inor-  hrandy  and 
another  kiss;  and  thus  she  \\as  Iniitini:  him  when 
Jessi,"  .Sahatis  and  Sir  John  dt  la  Ht  ward  npjxared  (>i\ 
tlio  scene. 

Old  .Jessie  made  li^rht  of  Ho'o'.s  wound.  He 
had  lost  a  >r,,od  d,  .U  ,,f  hl.Hid  and  that  w.-is  the 
worst  that  coul.l  In-  said  of  it.  SIk  would  have 
him  healed  and  sound,  and  as  stroriL,'  as  he 
ever  was,  in  a  lew  days.  Sh"  hathed  Ins  wound 
with  a  brew  she  happ.  ned  to  havr  ready,  and 
bandaged  it.  After  anoth<  r  si[)  of  brandy  for  the 
others  had  Ixcn  very  small  l{ob  s<t  out  for  camp 
Ixtween  Juru-  and  the  knight,  with  an  arm  around  the 
neck  of  each.  They  were  m<  t  by  Tom  Snieken  Ik  fore 
they  reached  the  clearing. 

Old  Jessie  fiad  Used  the  last  of  her  siippiv  of  (.luskap's- 
hanfi  on  fan  MacLtan  :  but  shi-  thou^'li*  th'-  conun<ne  r 
medicine  would  do  for  this  ense  ajid  sf)  did  not 
mention  tlie  me.gie  plant.  f{ob  lay  in  his  t.nt  ail 
day.  drinking  the  old  s(]uaw's  mixture,  occasionally 
and  talking  to  .Juiu'  about  th<-  ^\on(i<iful  thing 
that    had    hai)pc-ne.,l     to     thdu.        }l    felt    <■■  iiifoitable 
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mill  nlni')^!  inu  '  ij)\-  lo  li\c.  A(l<r  suiT-ct  lif 
IxiMiiic  ^r,i'lii;ill\-  r'l.n^ciiius  III"  tlic  ]),'iiii  ill  his 
woiinil.  |1  f,  It  ;il  times  as  if  the  kiiil'i'  were 
still  in  it.  ;ii,,l  now  aU'l  auain  as  il"  tin-  kiiil'r  were 
aLT.Mii  (uliiinif  it.  lie  did  not  sp' ak  l)iit  Jtin;'  soon 
irad  it  ill  his  cNa  s.  Old  .!«  ssic  soothid  it  witii  a 
(•onij)ri  ss  of  })()undid  hci!)^.  lie  went  to  sh'cp  a  iVw 
hours  lati  I',  and  .Iiiin-  hit  him  to  the  carr  of  ohl 
.Jessie. 

.Tunc  ^li'h'  h.ick  to  |{oI)"s  1 1  lit  shortly  at't(  r  inidiii)j[ht 
niid  s;i\s-  tli:t  hi'  ^vas  slill  s|ii  ])iiiiT.  Old  Jessie  also  was 
asli  I  p.  June  \isited  Holi  a^^a.in  hil'ore  sunrisr  and 
I'ound  Iiiiii  resliiiL;  ipiietly.  Neither  his  doctor  nor  his 
niiis-'  knew  what  snfferiuif  he  had  etiduri  d  in  the  hours 
hetw'een  those  hrief  i»i  rioils  of  sl((  p.  When  Jessie 
(xamiriiil  till'  wound  at  iiooji  she  (  xpi'essed  anxiety: 
aii-l  the  pilient  was  in  a  hi^h  fever  a,  few  liours 
later. 

June's  lirt  IhouKh!  \^as  of  a  (h)ctor.  If  she  and  Sir 
John  took  Hol>  down  to  I'lasti  r  I?oek  much  lime  would 
he  s;i\ed.  Mrid  \v  would  he  as  well  off  in  a  eailoe  as  clsc- 
u  ill  re.  Sir  John  ai^Ti  .  d  '■.  It  h  h  r  in  this  ;  and  oil  Jessie 
was  siienl . 

The  e.inoi  w.is  !,rone.  howe\'(  r.  Til'  cauoe  and  Malarhi 
I)-i\-is.  or  IVler  \N';mi-(  n.  weie  ijoiie.  .Noliody  had  seen 
IVtir  ero.  r.  rh  ips  he  was  not  far  a\\a\-.  And  where 
was  Alice  l{rwaid  '.''  She  had  1,^0111'  with  I'l  ter.  of  eoiirse. 
and  ei|u,dl\-  of  course  llie\-  would  l)i'  hack  for  dinner, 
canoe  rin, !  .dl. 

'■  Sle'  he,  i.ikin  two  l>;".,f--."  said  Tom,  iiflcr  a  hrief 
invest  iijai  ion,  "■  It's  unfortunate  that  she  should  do 
that  soil  of  Ihini;  for  the  iiist   time  in  her  life  just  when 
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\\i'   iir(  (1    tlir  c'uioc.        ilcrc   is   a   !(tt(r  nddrc-sc  d    'To 
wlu'iii     it     in;iy     ('<ln'^^n.'     which    means    aiiyljcdy.     I 

Stipi)liSC."" 

■■  Oj)(n  it.  Tlioiiias."'  said  Sir  John. 

It  ^va>^t^l  iiiucli  of  a  letter.  This  was  all  it  sa. 'd  :  — 
'■  1\  ter  and  I  ha\-e  jtist  pone  to  (jt  t  married  wliilc  fatlur 
is  a\va\',  to  a\oi(l  nsricss  disenssion.  We'll  l)e  liaek  in 
a    fi  w   d.iys.      I)<in"t    worrv.      Alice."' 

Old  Jtssic  Sahatis  told  June  that  the  only 
chanc(^  tor  Hol»  lay  in  that  preat  medicine  known 
as  (,liiska])'s  hand,  and  that  she  would  set  otit 
inuiiediatel.\-  in  search  ol"  it.  It  was  diirieult  to 
ohtain,  ho\vt\(r.  She  had  known  <<{'  cases  wlu  n 
it  had  Ixrii  souj,dit  for  days  and  nijjlits  t^nrjcther, 
in  vain.  Hob's  wonn<l  was  in  preat  need  of  it.  or 
(tf  sonKthinj;  e(|ua!iy  potent.  \  delay  of  tw(nty- 
four  hours  would  j)ro\(.'  I'at.d.  to  the  best  of  her 
kiiowledjre  and  belit  t'. 

Th(  n  .June  thoucht  ot  the  plants  which  Hob  had 
piv(  11  h(  r  that  (hiy  she  had  walk( d  so  far  u])  strtiim 
alone,  and  the  story  he  liad  told  her  about  the 
P(k1  (iluskip.  She  ran  to  h<  ■  tint.  t^)und  tlic  wilted 
and  partiall\  pn  ss(  (■  ])lants  where  she  had 
hidihn  th'  ni  in  one  of  lu  r  baps,  and  riturni'd 
with  tluin  at  top  speed  to  the  old  svpiaw.  Her 
liiart  stood  slij!  as  .Jessie  repanled  tlu'  wilted  things 
w  il  li   k'cn  e\  (  s. 

(iooil  !  "  said  old  Ji'ssic. 

The  pirl's  heart  1(  apt  and  tears  blinked  lo  her  eves. 
.Sli(  cauL'ht  th'  .incii  nt  Malist  c  I  in  la  r  arnis  anil  ki^std 
III  r  violt  lit  Iv. 

While   the    potent    medicine    was    Ixing   pn  pand    in 
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several  forms,  nt  the  rust}-  sloxc  in  tl;f  «;hack.  June 
sat  uith  tlic  patient.  lie  suff.  pd  excruciating 
pain  thr(-uj:,']i  his  neck  and  head.  Tlicre  had  been 
p<MS')n  of  some  s(»rt  on  I'.,d  Kcwanrs  knife. 
Sonutimes  lie  proancd  ^vith  p.iiii,  li.vinij  his  grip 
for  a  moment  in  tlic  da/.c  and  -.vtakness  of 
fever.  1I(  frit  June's  tears  on  his  h<4  and  restless 
hands. 

Old  Jessie  retm-ned  to  tlie  t( nt  in  hlleen  niimitcs  and 
pouhieed  the  wound.  She  ieu,\V(d  tJie  ]),>ultiee  ten 
minutes  latT.  and  yet  ayain  in  iiaif  an  hour.  Soon 
after  that  a  brew  of  tlie  majfie  roots  \sa^  r<  ady.  and 
Ijol)  drank  nearly  lialf  a  pint  of  il . 

Areher  Wallace  and  Tom  Snieken  searched  the 
woods  all  day  fof  the  madman,  Toui  arm<  d  with 
tlie  ritle  an<l  the  Major  witli  Xocl  >a!.atis"s  duck- 
gun.  Even  Mr.  MaeLean  W(  nt  out  on  s(  vera! 
short  expeditions,  with  an  axe  in  his  hand.  I5ut  tliey 
saw  notliing  more  of  I'od  luward  tjian  of  the- 
several  lynx  wjio  liaunl((l  the  locality.  The  rope 
was  not  a  part  of  the  e(|ui])nieiil  of  am  one 
of  the  three  that  day.  Kaeh  iiid  conic  to  the 
conclusion,  without  eonsuHmg  an\(>n(.  Ih;i1  the  thing 
to  do  with  I'od  Heward  was  to  ud  iji,-  laith  of 
him  al   tlie  lirst  opp^irt  unit  ^^ 

\«j  one  sl(  pf  tiMt  mghl.  I-'ear  of  a  stab  from 
the  d.ark  with  a  poisoned  kmfe  kept  tlum  al!  w  ide- 
( ycd  and  attentive  to  the  fu!ii\e  sounds  of  the 
wilderness. 

Hcforc  <lawn.  oM  J.-;  told  June  |  ha!  t  he 
jxtison  was  out  of  the  \\dund.  Th  go!  lav  down 
when-  slic  had   hccii  crouching    for    hours    past,    wjuch 
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M-a<;  on  .1  l)lank(  t  in  lh<-  door-:s-av  of  I?(.l)\ 
tent,  im.'i  fill  Hslccp.  Sir  John  eciibraicd  the 
gof)d  news  Ivy  siiriint;  np  a  ccirncr  of  oiu-  of  the 
fallen  tins  and  puttinsr  coffer  to  boil.  After  a 
cup  or  two  h'-  \>nk  a  ])!tin<>;e  in  the  stream,  lit  a 
citjarette  and  returned  to  his  ncf,deeted  notcd)()ok.  liul) 
awoke  soon  ;ifter  sunriM',  free  of  pain. 

Tlie  Jmntinf,'  of  tlie  niadnian  was  continued  that  da\-, 
but  witli  no  more  success  tlian  on  the  day  before.  Hy 
noon  tlie  fact  tliat  15ob  was  out  of  (hini^er  was  apparent 
+o  the  le;ist  trainetl  c\('.  Savi'  for  weakness,  a  shidit, 
fevir  and  tlie  ujilvaled  wound,  h<"  was  cur*  d.  All 
inflaiiunal  ion  wa.s  <fone. 

Amos  Dingle  and  the  canoe  reached  camj)  about 
fV.'ur  o'clock  that  afternoon.  Amos  had  been  visitinrr 
friends  and  relatives  all  are)und  anel  abevut  Piaster  Kock. 
He'  stoe)el  a<i^h:i.st  at  th''  news  e>f  the  elopement  of  Alie-e 
anel  Peter.  He-  hael  not  seen  e)r  liearel  anything  of  them 
down  river. 

Soon  after  the  evening  meal,  while'  Sir  John  was  in 
Hob's  te'!it  and  others  were  busy  gatjie'ring  wood  for 
tlie>  lire's.  \o(  I  Sabat  is  happene'el  to  look  into  \\v  knight's 
abode  and  ni;irk  the-  shine  of  a  silver  tlask.  \o(  1  had 
be-e'n  a  \<mi^  time'  withnut  a  diink.  He  glance'el  around, 
th'n  stejiprd  Within.  'V\v  lirst  hm'rin;  gulp  br<»ught 
tears  to  his  eyes  ;  but  he  lu  lei  on  hero|e';di\-  to  the'  job 
in  haml  until  \]v  tlask  w;is  empty.  The  line  old  brandy 
gave-  him  eoiiraifi  of  a  s(»rt  and  an>'  s<(rt  of  eduiai,'e 
was  wh't  lie  Undid  m  fhost  days.  He  \\tnt  from  the- 
kmghl's  tint  ti>  \\h<re  tlii  eluek-gun  stood  against  a 
stump,  anil  from  th<  le  to  wher--  the  eauoi  la\-  IcdI'-wav 
up  the  bank.     The  sun  was  behin'l  thi   hills  by  now  ami 
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tu-i]i<rht  (Irrpcncfl  in  I  Ik  valliv.  Xool  stood  the  \nff  jjuii 
U])rii,'ht  Hjraiji^t  a  willow  and  took  liold  of  a  jjunncl 
of  the  caiioc  :  and  at  that  inoiiu  iit  Tom  Siiickcii 
f'aiitrlit  Sight  of  liiin  and  came  jiiiuj)ing  down  the  bank 
to  lijin. 

■'What's    mA    into   you    all    of  a    '-udden.   and   Avliere 
d'vou    tliink    you're    t,'"ing    with   that   eaiioe  ?  "   asked 

I  oin. 

Xoel    stood    up    and    looked    at    liim    with    gleaming 
eyes. 

•'  My    hat  !  "    exelainu  d    Tom.      -  My    aunl  !      What 
ha.s  waki'd  you  u]).  old  son  ? 

"  (io  down  nvcr.   inc.'"  said   Xo(  1.      "'  Back  two-t'ree 

II  'Ul'."" 

"  Hut  aiTti't  yon  ,".fr;iid  of  old  Pod  ?     Ilr'll  do  you  in 
if  lie  nets  you.      W'hal's  youi-  game,  anyway  ?  " 
"  (iood  game.      Hack  two-t'ree  hovn'.>." 

I'll  come  with  you.  Xoel.  Vou  niigli*  he  attacked 
i)y  your  fri(  nd." 

Xo.  you  stop.  Vou  stop  an"  say  nothin'.  Back 
soon." 

Bill  whd  is  \'our  gauie  ?  .Vic  \'ou  going  gunning 
for  Bod  ?  "  "  ^ 

Foi'LTet  um.  Forget  inn,  forg(  t  gun.  Vou  no  see 
me  go.  wild  '; 

Have  it  your  own  way.  old  son.  I  Ix  lie\'e  nhu  for 
v'oiir  iiiotlu  r's  saki  .  .and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  I  know 
you  arc  a  had  old  l)iid  hut  if  \  on  don't  bring  that  eanoe 
home  befori'  uioiiiino-  rj|  st  i  all  the  police  in  Canada 
lookiiiLT  !'>r  y^Mi.  If  \  ou  1 1\  an\  I  neks  on  me.  old  dear, 
you'll  wish  flint  I'od  K(\\:iid  Ikk!  murdered  _\  on  long 
a-'o." 
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'    A'ricrht,"  rciurnod  Xorl  impatiently. 

Ur  slid  Mic  caiioc  into  tlic  water,  iaid  tlie  rr\m 
flat  w,iv  the  stem  ;nid  rtiil)ark('d.  He  let  tlv  cum  ni 
carry  him  down.  dippiiiLX  the  paddle  only  to  k((])  tlu' 
canoe  on  h-i-  course.  The  nariow  va,l!cv  was 
already  i'u  1  of  nii,'ht,  hut  a  hriijhtness  struck  the 
slidinLT  water  here  and  there  from  the  sheil-greea 
sky.  Two  faint  stars  and  a  rind  of  moon  showed 
against  the  dark<'ninp  rri-cn.  There  was  no  wind. 
Xif^htdiawks  swooped  and  twan(,'ed  and  little  hats 
flitted  from  darkness  to  darkness,  l)lacker  than  the 
ploom  of  f  hf"  vidley. 

Sir  John  de  la  Keward's  fuic  and  anei(  nt  brandy  lay 
wa.rni  and  reassurinji  on  XoePs  stomach  ;  and  the  ^low 
of  it.  slowly  hut  sm-ely  yrowinji.  warmed  liis  lilood  and 
stirred  in  his  heart  and  whispere(l  in  hi^  hrain.  It 
hriirhtiiied  his  memory  anil  sharpened  hi->  wits.  It 
made  a  new  man  of  liim  —a  hold,  eunnini,'  fellow  of  a 
l)a(lly  scared,  la/y  old  Iiiilian.  (iin  liad  never  done  so 
much  for  him.  If  it  iiad.  I'od  Reward  would  havt-  frone 
to  his  I'atliers  lontj  .arro.  What  a  pity  that  such  eouraj^c 
and  I  nei-ir\-  are  for  so  lu-ief  a  lime  and  that  a  furry  month 
anil  a.n  aejie  heiiind  the  eyes  are  all  tlid  the  morrow 
knows  of  t  hem  ! 

NNith  his  hrii^'htened  memorv,  Xoel  .Sahntis  recalled 
to  his  mind's  eye  all  the  indignities  .'ind  woi--.e  to  which 
Vt'f\  Heward  had  ever  sui>jected  him.  He  called  I  hem 
up  one  liy  one.  looked  at  them,  felt  them  anew,  then 
added  thein  to  the  line  hrandv  llame  in  liis  heart.  Tiicy 
hm-iied  W(  II  ;  hut  the  hurmnc;  did  not  destroy  them. 
\Vith   Ills  sharpened  v.  its  he  wondered   why   he   h.id   put 

llT^    witli     l'i..l*»>     t  I  ■  i-'i  I J  li  \'     f\»r    s(»    hiUff  I!.'     \*'is     -IS     tri  \i  .A     ♦! 
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m,-i.ii  ns  P(„l.  nny  day.  rinrl  hnd  a%  j?ood  a  right  to  live  on 
Fisher  Crtck  or  (■Isc\vh(TC  as  any  Reward  who  rvcr 
sinokr'd  tobacco.  lie  saw  now  that  he  had  been  nothinnr 
betler  than  a  slav-  of  Pod's  for  many  years- -that  Pod 
had  li'ld  liim  down  by  brutr-mastery  and  several  kinds 
of  fear.  ()n<'  fear  liad  been  that  of  the  hiw  ;  but  Iiad 
not  llie  law  always  been  more  of  a  menac(>  to  Pod  than 
to  himself?  There  was  tiie  matter  of  the  pedlar,  for 
instance.  Jle,  Xoel  Sabatis,  had  taken  no  part  in  that 
— but  for  ten  dollars  and  a  "  square-faci;  "  he  had  become 
a  party  to  hini.  He  wondered  how  he  could  have  been 
such  a  weak  fool.  And  it  had  hem  the  same  in  the  affair 
of  Steve  Doran.  lie  had  not  raised  a  timber  in  that 
business,  and  yet  tliat  devil  Pod  had  held  it  over  his 
hea<l  like  a  club. 

Once,  for  ten  minutes  or  so,  Xoel  slowed  the  downward 
drift  of  the  canoe  with  back  strokes  of  the  j)atldlc.  He 
was  not  in  a  liurry.  lit;  Iiad  plenty  of  time  ;  and  if 
liis  fjreat  jilati  did  not  workout  to-nijcjht, still  many  nights 
remained.  Put  lie  hoped  for  to-night.  He  was  in  the 
mood  for  settling  old  scores.  The  spirit  of  the  old  brandy 
still  burned  a  clear  and  ever-growing  tlame  within  him. 
The  darkness  (h'e})ened  in  the  narrow  valley  and  the 
green  faded  from  the  sky. 

Pod  Ii.'mI  planned  a  mighty  l)low  for  that  night.  He 
was  siek  of  deli\(ring  a  bruise  her*  and  a  stab  there. 
He  Would  sniak  into  eaiu]).  arm  hims(  If  with  any  avail- 
able we.'ipon  an  axe,  for  choice — and  s( c  Jiow  nnieh 
damage  he  could  do  before  he  was  dis]iatehcd.  Life 
wi's  no  longer  amusing  to  him,  vnu  may  n member. 
He  had  reached  the  depths  of  m;idn(ss.  That  he  had 
nl.'inui  (!-   but     .■!.      fjlimnsf^      of     Xoel     Sabatis      driftin." 


MOONSHINE 


285 


down  stream  caused  him  to  revise  his  plans  for 
tluit  night.  To  waylay  Noel,  and  scare  jiiui  eruzy, 
and  choke  Jiin;  to  death  slowly  in  tiie  black  water — 
that  was  a  temptation  which  Ik;  could  not  resist.  So 
he  went  <lown  ahead  of  the  canoe  to  his  favourite  place 
of  ambush. 
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TilK  caiioc  drift  I'd  slowly  tlowu  the  dcip,  slow  water, 
where  everything  was  as  blaek  as  the  toiiil)  save  for 
the  sirijj  of  colorless  sky  far  overluad  with  its  pale  rind  of 
moon  that  slied  no  liyht.  Noel  Sabatis  sang.  His 
singing  had  always  offended  Pod  Reward.  lie  kept 
Jiis  course  in  niid-streani  with  an  occasional  twist  of 
the-  paddle.  Birds  piped  in  the  black  coverts  on  either 
hand  ;  an  owl  hooted  afar  ;  a  trout  junipid  with  a 
tinkling  splash  and  a  mustpiasli  or  hsher  swam  past 
with  a  liny  wet  ri[)ple  of  sound.  The  watir  felt  warm 
as  blood  to  XoePs  hand.  Ih-  str;'.ineil  eyt  s  and  cars 
iigainst  the  night.  His  lively  mind  made  him  pictures 
of  hidden  things— of  slimy  logs  mud-anchored  f;'r 
b(iie:ith  him,  and  great  eels  as  thick  iis  a  man's  wrist 
s'piirmiiig  in  oozy  liollows.  and  dead  thin<is  watcr- 
h)gged  and  slowly  drifting  between  the  surfju'c  and  tlic 
stream's  bed.  and  liis  old  mastir  Pod  Heward  footing 
it  (h>wn  to  the  brink  of  tlie  current  witli  -"o  more  soun({ 
tli^iii   n  iiaddcd.   Kn.v, 
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I5ut  as  the  hraiuly  luni  hrij^WiU'iud  his  iniuT  vision 
■  sharpnud  his  stiist's.  so  liad  it  shu.licd  Ins  iicrv.s 
and  tou<,duiud  his  Jirart.  Ih  k*  pt  tiu-  canoe  lair  in 
her  conrsc  ;  but  in  liis  anxiety  t(.  luar  he  ceasid  liis 
guttural  song.  And  he  stared  wick-eyed  ut  the  darkness 
<»n  his  right. 

WJiat  was  tJiat  ?  Did  not  tlie  unseen  wat(  i  stir  and 
wliisper  against  the  varnislied  canvas  '/  Ves,  yes, 
•sonietliing  was  moving  in  tlie  bhickness  on  "tli,' 
riglit  !  A  musk-rut  or  a  lisher  or  a  man-^-who  couhi 
say  ?  Tlie  sound  it  mad*-  was  no  more  tlian  the 
gliost  of  sound.  But  tJie  slim  cnnov  lelt  the' touch  of 
that  soft  and  furtive  motion,  and  Noel  felt  tlie  tlirill 
of  the  canoe. 

And  that  !  The  canoe  shivered  from  bow  to  stern, 
all  the  length  of  her  polished  gunnels.  And  slie  (hppecl 
a  little,  settling  her  narrow  <mi  water  in  the  black 
stream.  Xoel  tested  her  with  a  twist  of  the  paddle. 
She  did  not  answer  it.  Something  had  her  by  the 
bow. 

XoePs  mouth  felt  very  dry  and  he  wet  his  lips  with 
his  tongue.  His  heart  thum])cd  in  him  so  that  he  felt 
it,  and  he  heard  it  like  the  .humming  of  a  eoek- 
J):irtridge.  Me  gripped  the  paddle  against  a  gunnel 
with  his  left  hand  and  felt  down  and  forward 
with  his  right  hand.  The  eano<-  was  quivering  now 
with  the  sinister  movements  of  tli<'  silent  and 
unseen  passenger.  There  came  a  tinkling  of  falling 
drops  of  water  to  the  Ma.liseet's  e.^irs.  Again  he 
moistened  his  lips  with  his  tongue,  his  breath  whistled 
in  his  wind-pipe. 
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on  the  smooth  ^lip  just  behind  tlic  big  haninicrs.  Ho 
nrtcd  tlic  gi;n  shjwly,  drawing  it  to  him  as  lie 
lifttd.  Th<-  muzzk'.  sec  nicd.  for  u  moment,  to  bo 
stuck  to  the  l)()tt()m  ot  the  canoe.  A  sweat  of 
horror  broke  out  un  his  face.  Ah!  it  \\  as  ch:ar. 
Hut  tlie  othir,  the  nunbnan  whom  he  could  not  sec 
wlu)  was  even  now  witliin  a  few  feet  of  liim,  might 
spring  at  any  moment—miglit  even  now  be  crouched 
for  tlic  spring. 

With  his  It  ft  hand  Noel  brought  the  paddle  inboard, 
across  the  guniuls.  Then,  quick  as  th(-)Ught,  he  raised 
the  heavy  j)i(  ee  to  his  sliouldcr  Avith  Ijoth  hands,  held 
her  steady  for  an  instant  straight  along  the  canoe,  drew 
back  both  hammers  with  his  thumb  and  pressed  both 
triggers. 

The  rod  of  yt  How  flame  stabbed  far  into  the  darkness  ; 
the  smashing  ro;ir  of  the  explosion  shook  the  heavy  night 
and  set  the  birds  in  the  black  woods  flapping  and  piping  ; 
the  rcccjil  nearly  dislocated  Noel's  shoulder  and  sent 
the  canoe  plunging  backward,  staggering  like  a  wounded 
thing. 

Noel  1(  t  fall  the  gun  and  snatched  up  a  paddle.  He 
gave  a  back-stroke  with  all  liis  strength.  The  canoe 
answered  in  a  flash.  The  bow  was  clear.  He  darted 
the  paddle  forward  once  more.  The  canoe  was  empty. 
Then  h<'  span  her  up  stream  and  strained  to  the  paddle 
as  he  had  never  strained  to  any  labour  before  in  all  his 
long  life. 

Nod  did  not  r(  lax  his  ffforts  to  attain  an  impossible 
speed  until  the  glow  of  the  camp-flres  was  red  and  full 
in  his  sitrht.       Then  his  muscles  seemed  to  melt  of  a 
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Hio  strokes  of  In.  i.;i(I<]|,.  I.rcuin.  ;,s  \\vh\r  as  the  \\i,|,r. 
I)e;i,ts  of  an  cxhatistcd  hinl.  lU  touch.il  sh(uv  at 
l;ist  ati.l  slam'rnd  fonvard  ..vcr  the  l.ars  and  <.nl 
'"'  ^'i<'  '•■•'"'"••  He  r,!|  :  and  lie  rnntiin,,.,!  t>,  lir 
^vIu■lv  h-  trll  unHI  T.Mu  Snickdi  found  linn  li;ill'  an 
lioiir  lat(  r. 

Tom    cirricd    a    Inntern.     TTc    .nrniTv.r.,1    \,u\    c.,i>ot:. 
who  l.K.krd  V,  ly  wi.n  ;md  sic-k  m  tli-    dim  sliinr  of  tl..' 
lantern. 

"•  Anyfliinr,r  d,,ing  ?  "  asked  T..m  kmdlv.  •■Any 
cxcitcmont  ?  " 

Xofl     laid    a     (\n<rcv     on     his     li]),     then    shor.k     his 

Ju'Ilfl. 

'■  ^'ou  look  all  in."  saifl  Toni.  "  Come  up  to  tJic  (ire 
nou-  and  h.ive  some  hoi  tea.  Til  pull  th-  eanoe  up  and 
send  Amos  down  lat<r  to  carrv  it  the  n  st  of  (lie  wav 
up.-' 

He  put  n  hand  on  the  how  of  the  eanoe.  onl\-  to  with- 
draw it  as  shar})ly  as  if  lie  had  l)iune(l  if.  IjC  si o,, pel 
-■iiid  h.ld  it  to  the  liuht  of  tlu  lantern,  palm  upw.ard, 
.'uid  stared  at  it. 

•■  HIo.kI  !  "'    l>e   said. 

He  raist-d  the  lantern  s,,  thai  tlie  liphl  fell  inside  iji,. 
Ofinoe.  The  irminels  .and  curved  rilis  forw.inl  were 
^pe'tted  and  str(  aked  with  hlood.  Uv  1  mned  and 
(oeked   an  eyehrow    at    Xo-  I. 

"  H'a.r.""  said  the  Maliscst.  ••  IVar  come  iido  eanoe. 
•*^hoot  um  quick."" 

"And  you  did  riir'il,  old  son."  said  Tom.      '•  If  any 
hear   more  than   another  .h  s(  rvt>d   a  handful  o|'  scrap- 
iron,  it  was  that  old  hear.      Hut  I  think  \v."d  hetter  not 
sav  .'nixthin"'  Hhont  !<  "' 
1   " 
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"  You  bet."  agreed  Noel. 

So  they  washed   the   ])o\v  of  the   eanoe   tlioroii|?hly 
before  j)ulliiig  her  up  into  t!ie  busli;  s. 


(IIAPTFR   XXVII 


TilF.   MA. ion  S   OLTWAliO  THU* 


AT  an  early  Jioiir  of  the  morniii;,'  f<>I!f)\vini,'  Xoors 
-^  secret  <\p((liti(.n.  Major  \ValI;icc  awoke  Tom 
Sniekeii  where  the  latter  lay  asleep  m  his  hlaiikets  hesidr 
one  of  the  subsided  tins.  Torn  sat  up  hrjvkly  at  the 
first  toueh  of  the  Major's  hand  and  l.n.ked  elear-eved 
into  the   Major's  faee. 

•■  Von  do  look  hipped,  sir  I  ""  1h  exelaijnc  d.  •■  Haven't 
you  slept  ?  " 

'•  Not  for  several  nights."  returned  Archer.  ••  If  I 
doze  off  for  a  moment  I'm  hack  tlu  re  in  that  (iod- 
forsakcn  crater.  l)et\ve<ii  sudden  death  ;ind  mridness, 
between  our  lines  and  theirs,  between  the  niachine-irnns. 
Vou  have  seen  the  place,  Tom.  I  lived  in  it.  I  live(i 
on  the  water  and  rations  of  dead  men  of  mv  own  men. 
One  of  them  was  my  best  friend,  a  subaltern  named 
^VilIison.  lie  had  been  hit  in  the  face  by  ;i  chunk  of 
U.K.  siiell-  but  I  took  his  eifjarettes  fr..m  his  j)ocket 
after  he  had  been  dead  four  days.      It  is  all  cominj,'  l)ack 
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month  .  for  years,  my  brain  v.'as  l)lnnk  of  it— hut  now 
it  h;is  conn  hink  and  I  am  ntraid  to  slc(  p.  I  livcfl  with 
forty  (lead  uK  n  lor  a  week— for  ( iglit  days  — our  frllows 
and  (icrnians.  I  had  (hmc  in  live  witli  my  own  l\aiids 
--and  I  knew  them.  0|i.  yes.  it  was  a  n^rcat  hjilit. 
I  trot  liit  in  two  places.  Those  craters — and  minc^ 
parficuhirly — were  ke]>t  uncU'r  a!!  sorts  of  fire  for 
ciglit  days,  day  and  nii^ht  ,  and  so  no  one  could 
come  out  to  l)ury  the  dead.  .\nd  I  couldn't  fft  t 
l)aek  to  our  lines — even  if  1  had  known  \\hieh 
\\ere  our^.  It  was  all  forj^ottrii-  hut  now  I  r(  uk  in- 
her.  My  (Jod  !  .  .  .  Now  it  is  up  to  lue 
to  for<;i  t  l>ut  I  (Mu't  forifct  lure.  1  mu^t  go  out, 
ha.ek  to  noise  and  rxcitcnunt,  and  louk  fur  s'^miething 
that  will  hclj)  \\\r  to  forget.  I  am  in  -i  funk,  Tom — a 
hliic  funk." 

'■  Don't  you  Ixiicvc  it.  sir,"  replied  Tom.  "  Vou  are 
rim  down  a  hit.  that  is  all.  Vou  neid  a  tonic  and  a 
ch.'Uige  of  air.  I  know  something  al)out  it,  sir,  for  1 
Mas  left  out  once  my. elf.  on  the  Sonuue  hut  only  for 
tliirty-six  hoiu's.  Ua\('  you  tried  old  Jessie's 
niedii-ineY  "' 

■■  ^'(^.  She  gaA'c  mc  long  drinivs  of  it  last  night  and 
the  night  h(  tore.  It  made  nie  sleepy  hut  it  didn't 
make  m<'  fori:!  t  in  my  <lrcams.  I  am  afraid  Ghiskap 
didn't  think  of  .a  case  like  mme  when  he  created  that 
medieme.  I'li  i,'o  e,ut  to-day,  I  think.  .\mos  e.ui  take 
me  to  tlie  village  and  hring  the  cane)i'  Itaek.  Hut  \vhal 
liad  I  httti  r  do  wluii  I  get  to  town  ?  Shall  I  v.ork  hard 
or  jilav   hard.  Tom  '.' 

"Wade  light  into  trouhle.  sir.  Then  y.iu'll  I>e  so 
hus\    wiih    iiie    pii  still    iiiai    \ouii    iorg(  i    [h>     pasl.      ii 
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you  had  to  work  for  your  liviujr  \\u<,  business  of  prcscrih- 
iii<^'  lor  you  Would  he  nuicli  siiii()ltr.  If  you  h.ivcti't 
otJur  troubles  ol'  your  own.  then  jump  into  someone 
else's  trouldes.  That  is  wliat  Su  John  did.  as  fur 
as  I  ean  gather  the  facts  of  his  ease,  f)r  fall  in  lo\  e, 
sir." 

■'  I  have  tiii'd  that.  Ves.  Tl!  try  it  aijain,  you  nuiy  he 
sure.  So  far,  I  have  done  all  the  falling  ;  and  it  hasn't 
lie(  n  a  success.  If  it  ever  works  both  ways  I  flunk  my 
meni(»ri(s  will  ct'ase  to  bother  me.  In  the  mtantime, 
I'll  look  around  for  other  peoph  "s  trouiili  s  to  g(  t  mixed 
up  with.  Have  vou  anv  troubhs  for  me  to  a(lo])t, 
Tom  ?  '• 

None,  sir.  Not  enough  to  make  you  forget  vour 
dinner.  My  only  sister  is  married  to  a  j)lumb(  r  who 
calls  himself  a  sanitary  engineer  and  my  only  niother 
livis  with  them.  My  old  man  ('ud  (juiek  and  {)atriotic- 
ally  at  Vj)r(,s.  All  the  girls  I  have  been  engaged 
to,  at  one  time  and  anotlu  r,  are  married  to  better 
men  than  me.  And  the  Captain  is  wi  II  and  happy— 
so  there  \ou  are,  sir.  Vou'll  Imw  to  look  farther  than 
me." 

"  Tom.  if  ever  you  nad  aiioth'  !'  job  or  another  friend, 
eoui''  to  me." 

.\reher  Wallace  did  not  go  oul  that  day.  r.flir 
all,  for  .Sir  John  de  la  i^eward  cornend  him  and 
placed  l)efort'  him  a  rtcently  peit'ected  ])lan  of  a  great 
expedition,  with  m;ip^  drawn  lHjiw  mk  uior\-  and 
hearsay. 

"  I  ha\f  wantid  to  do  it  I'o.-  xcars,"  said  tie  kmtrht, 
■■  but  couldn't  until  my  daughter's  future  was  somewhat 
settled,      i    N>as  e'U    iiie   lUge   of   ijus   couniry    u  ii   }  curs 
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ajTo.  Hundreds  of  sfju.irr  inil>s  of  it  are  unknown  to 
anv  white  man.  It  is  nol  n  \ku\  eliiiiate  ;  :ind  I  have 
heard     vague    rejxjrts    ol'     the     nalivcs     bringing    out 

gold."' 

Arehi '■  \v;is  interested  iinni<  dia.tely  and  asked  for 
]iartieiilars  :  and  as  Sir  John  (htaihd  the  phuis  his 
iiileiest  iiieicnsed.  There  w;is  ])roniiNe  of  work  and 
exeitenieiit  enouijli  to  bring  for^'tfuhi 

Arehri-  s.  t  out  i'nv  I'laster  Uock  :u  xt  day.  with 
AiDos  Dinul,-.  At  Inw  water  a  liar  of  grey  i)el)l)ks 
snn-.  its  h.iek  altoel  lifty  yards  Ixh.w  tlie  mouth 
of  Fisher  C're(  k  in  tlie  main  stream.  As  Archer's 
canoe  nnnuh  d  into  'ro!)i<jUi'.  Archer  s;iw  something 
dark  awash  at,  the  upp*  r  t  dge  of  tlie  bar  that 
caught  eye  an<l  mind  ahke  with  a  jxcidiar  and 
parlieuiai-  air  .-f  si^nili<  aiee.  He  spoke  over  his 
shouhhr  and  (bew  the  guide's  attcistion  to  tlic 
thini:. 

•    I k^     hkr    SOU!. thing    (had."'     said     Amos.     "It 

aini  a   lo(_r.   ;in\h<pu.       It    may    be    a    moos(     calf    or    a 

(Ke)-."" 

••  It's  ;i  man."  said  Areln  r.  a  b  w  s, couds  later. 

He  was  rlj^hl.      It   had  b.  .  n  a  man.  sure  cnougli. 

•■'i'hat's  n\i\  I'.ul  Keuard.""  said  Amos.  "Sonic  one 
lias  sure  blouu  the  stullin"  out  oi  liim  ;  and  no  greut 
liaini  dour  lu  itiier.  sc/,  I.  And  the  tisli.  s  h(  v  Ixin  at 
iiim.      X.iw  wIm  d.me  that.  d"yi    suj.posc  '!  "" 

'•  l,"s  dMn<  ,  .m\ua\  :  and  the  n  suit  i-  not  pl(  asant 
I,,  look  ai."  1-1.1,.'.!  tlf  Major.  "  It  i.  npto  us  tu  bury 
him.  I  t  iiink." 

"  Sme  thing,  s.r-  to  bury  him  (kej)  so"v.  he  won't 
^\:^sh  np  aihl  go  adrift  agin  for  some  foui  Wurdi  r  iu  htid 
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him  and  start  iiivt  si  ifraiioiv^.  I  guess  Mr.  lUwanl 
doirt  want  all  his  falh- rs  past  dug  up  and  talked 
about.  I  wculdn't  if  tluit  old  devil  wa^  my  fallier. 
We'll  tow  him  ashore,  sir.  and  dig  him  a  proper 
deep  grave  wifii  .air  paiUlks  and   heap  roeks   atop  of 

it." 

It  was  easier  said  thim  (h.ne-  hut  tlu  y  aeeomphshcd 
the  lieavy  aiul  unpleasant  task  at  la-^t.  They  re- 
emharked  and  pa. Idled  I'or  a  long  way  in  silenee.  Archer 
felt  veiv  low,  for  Pod  Reward  had  reminded  him  with 
shocking   vividness   of  the   very   things   he   wanted   to 

forget. 

'•  Mavl.e  v..uM  i)(st  write  a  line  to  Mr.  Reward  and 
tell  hini  al).iut  It.  ^Ir.""  said  Amos.  '•  Tell  him  how  we 
r,.und  him  d.  ad  in  the  main  river;  but  I  reckon  it 
wouldn't  .1.)  no  good  t..  say  how  he  looked  or 
what  had  kili..l  l-ini.  Ju^t  teil  him  how  the  old  rip- 
<lolliger  IS  .1.  a.l  an.l  biuie.l.  It  will  l)e  an  all-hred  relief 
to  hiln.  1  guess.  It  sure  would  be  to  me  if  he  was  my 
fath.r." 

••  I'll  do  it ."  saiil  Areli.'r. 

He  k.i)t  his  pr..rnise  tnr.e  nights  later,  writing  the 
Utter  to  James  R.  wanl  in  iiis  own  library  in  his  own  flat 
i„  .:,  w  York.  II.'  -li.l  not  mintion  the  elopement  of 
Miss  R.  ward.  He  %vas  already  f<  <  ling  better,  and  h.id 
sl-pt  throtigli  Ih-  night  before  with..ut  rem. lub.  ring. 
H;i\ings.a!..lthe  lelt.  rto.lam.san.ls.nl  it  tob.- posted, 
he  l:iy"l)aek  t..  think  .ab..ut  tlu'  .xiu-dit i..n  of  seientilic 
invest  i-ratiou  an-l  exploration  ..f  uhieh  he  had  pn.nnseil 
t.">  bfconu'  an  im])ortant  unit  in  the  .^arly  days  ol 
September.     Sir  J.-hn.   Rob  Sayle.  a  medical  man  not 
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URii  of  tliL'  party.  Tluir  iiitciilioii  was  to  \)v  k(i)t. 
sfcret  IVdih  Ian  MacLiaii.  Ilic  iiiijfhty  lumltr.  i'lT 
his  idra  of  an  cxpcdit ioii  into  a  tro])i('al  wilderness 
was  of  l)(injj!:  carried  in  a  haniniock  and  of  now 
and  ai,'ain  Ix'ing  liandcd  a  loadrd  pun  lor  diseharpe 
a<,'ainst,  sonu tiling  that  had  i)C(n  (h'ivcii  iij)  in  iVont  of 
hint. 

Arcli'.  r  was  al)out  to  si'arcli  his  shrivts  for  a  hook  on 
South  Aiiurica  wImii  tlu'  tch'phonc  raii^. 

■■  That    vou.   Major  ?  "  asked  a  fainihar  \ nice. 

■■  Kijflit  yon  ar<  .     ^Vho  is  s])eakin<,'  ?  '' 

'■  Peter,  as  ever  was.  Hanjjj  up  on  the  elianee  that 
you  liad  Incn  seaitd  out  ol'  tlu  woods  hy  this  tiuie. 
Haw   the  otli(  rs  cKarid   out   yet  ?  "" 

"  Tlie\-  are  still  then-,  awaiting  the  return  of  yttur 
fatlu  i-in-law.  you  inconsiderate  yount,'  ass.  Why  did 
vou  do  it  like  that  ? — and  what  on  earth  was  she  thinking 
of?  •' 

'■  She  knows  him  1)(  tter  than  you  do.  old  dear.  We 
ai(  luadiuir  f(»r  the  Inish  to-niorrow,  so"s  to  l)e  on  hand 
to  wi  leonie  him  hack  to  the  home  of  his  fathers.  Mice 
thinks  he'll  lie  able  fo  Ixar  up  against  the  blow  better 
u]i  Mure,  in  those  })eeuliar  surroundinj^s.  than  in  this 
coniuionplaee  town.  Where  did  you  address  yotu- 
weddinir  j)resen1    to  ? 

■■  .So  you  haven't    sei  n  him  .''  '" 

'  I  saw  hiui  on  the  street  this  morning';  liut  I  saw 
him  tirst  so  \ou  can  bit  le  didii  t  see  lue  at  all.  He 
joiikrd  I'l  uie  as  ii'  he  liad  lu  ard  lh>'  glad  n<  ws  and 
was  on  the  war-path  with  his  eouyratulalious.  Had 
anxliody    l)e(  n    sneak   enough    to    write    to    him    about 
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"  Not  to  my  knowledge.  Why  doni  you  and  tlie 
poor  dcliidcd  younj,'  woman  conic  ixroinid  and  till  mc 
your  troubles  ?  "' 

"  \V(  '11  he  aroimd  in  twenty  minutes— but  we  haven't 
anv  troubles," 
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Tiir.  liF.TT'nx  or  ai.u  f.  and  im.tf.k 


CAPTAIN  HDHKUT  SAVLK.  M.(  ..  late  Essex 
RciriiiK  lit,  wlio  li;ul  ncriitly  iiiluiitid  ten  tliousand 
(liiliais  instead  of  six  inillious  IVcin  liis  father's  estate 
atul  who.  yet  more  ree(  ally,  had  been  stal)he(l  Hirough 
the  neck  \\ith  a  jioisoiied  knile.  sat  in  his  ti'iit  on 
Fislier  Creek  an<l  knew  himself  to  In-  tlie  most  fortu- 
nate man  in  the  worhh  lie  said  as  nnieh,  and  ni< 'e, 
to  Tom  Snii'ken.  wlio  sat  in  tlie  doorway  of  the  tent 
and  scwi  d  iMittoiis  on  a  shirt  in  his  usual  thorough 
niaumr.      Ih'  lii,nu'e(l  it  c)ul    m  a  uotchook. 

'■  Sniek.  yoii  wouhi  snp])ose  that  1  am  the  possessor 
of  a  ])ro!'e^sioii.  would  you."*  lie  said. 

'■  \\)\\  arc  a  soldii  r."  i-ctuiiud  'J'oni.  ""  \"ou  know 
th  it  i^ame  Irom  lioth  ends  to  the  middle."' 

■■  Hut  I  mean  a  prot'ession  that  a  man  eouiti  sujiport 
a  wife  on."" 

"■  Xo.  sir.  I  wouldn't  suppose  tliat.  Wliat  is  it 
ealKd  •/  "" 
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"  I    am    an    cntoiiiologist.     When  I  was  very  young 
I     eiuisid     hutiertlies     becuuse    their    coloured     wings 
fascinated    nie  ;    wlien    I    was    idle    I    studied    thitu    at 
Oxford,    at    Paris   and    at    Vienna-  not    the     kind     of 
hutterllies     that     you     arc    thinking    ol',    Snick  ;      and 
when    I     was    hored    I    1<  ctured    at)ont    them    for       x 
months    and    was    })aid    for    doing    it.      My  collection 
of  butterflies  and   moths  of  the    Hritish     IsUs,     which 
is    now    stored    awav     in    LoncU'ii.    is     MorUi      sevm 
hundred   jjounds  and  cost   me  a  tliousand.     My  paper 
entitled    •  London    Moths.'     which     was     read     b.forc 
the  Society  of  English  Kntoniologists,  of  whieii  I  am  a 
fellow,  brought  aljout  Die  death  of  an  old  and  second- 
rate  scientist  who  stayed  out  all  niglit  in  a  London  fog 
in  the  hope  of  disproving  one  of    my    statcmc  nts    and 
caught    cold    instead.       So    you    sec    Sniek,    I    wasn't 
altogetlier  a  young  ass  in  the  oM  da>s  %\h<n  I  had  more 
monev    than     I    needed.     I    (pialiiied     for    the    job    of 
entomologist    with    The    de    la    IJiward    K\p<.litioti    to 
the  Hio  Santos;    and  that  will  l)c  a  lin..  job."' 

•'Whit   will    my   job   be   on   thai    expedition,    sir  Y  " 

asked  Tom. 

'•  I  discussed  that  with  Sir  John  last  night.  He  had 
planned  for  only  four,  including  the  M.O.,  but  wlu  ii  1 
explained  to  him  that  you  had  to  come  along  lie  agrted 
with  me.  Vou  are  to  be  Ordnance  Oilicer  and  Assistant 
Transport   Olfu'er." 

"Thafs  ])romotion,  sir— but  I'd  rather  l)e  (ieiural 
Staff,  of  courbc.     Who  puts  up  all  the  mon.  y.  if  I  may 

ask  ?  •' 

-Sir  John  stands  for  two-fifths  of  it.  Major  Wallace 

lor  the  same,  and  I  do  i\iv  uuiune*^. 
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"  If  yoii  (loiTt  lia])p(n  to  have  it  iiaiuly  ^\ii(  n  ymi  need 
it,  sir,  I  urn  (juiti'  ('(.rtiiiii  th.it  my  hrdtlu  r-iu-l.;\v  Oiv 
pluiulxT " 

"  Hlcss  you  lor  tlif  thought.  oKl  Snirk.  l)Ut  don't 
run  iiwuy  with  the  iiUa  th;it  I'm  in  ;(uy  way 
hipped  just  beeause  my  I'atlui-  didn't  tjive  me  a 
tV-w  niilHons  of  doUais.  Sniek,  I  am  the  rieliest 
man  in  tlie  workl  and  1  ha\  c  some  money 
loo.  Vou  runemlx-r  liow  I  us{  d  lo  Imy  pietures 
evci'v  eliauee  I  i^ot  -always  I'rom  the  im  n  I 
liked  ?  Til  it  was  an  old  <^ame  of  mine.  I  didn't  know 
much  ahout  picture^,  hut  I  knew  a  lot  about  nun  so 
I  i)ou^'ht  everything  tliat  was  olfrretl  me  hy  the  tVllows 
I  liked,  just  to  elieer  tlu  ni  u))  and  ffi\  i  id  ot  money  I 
didn't  kno\\'  what  ( Isr  to  do  with.  I'lu-  .r  wrre  all  lirst- 
rate  artists  as  wrll  as  lirst-rate  mt  n.  I  have  d' ^erihed 
my  lot  to  Sii'  John,  wiio  semis  to  know  evi  rytiiiiii)",  and 
lie  savs  it  is  worth  theuisands  and  inereasing  in  value 
every  day.  So  there  you  are.  Sniek.  T\ui\  eonus  of 
never  lightinjnr  tlu'ee  lags  with  on<'  nialeh.'' 

Amos  Dingh-  returned  to  eamp  Irom  Plaster  H(jek 
with  word  oi'  the  diseovcry  and  burial  ol'  I'od  Reward's 
body.  Every  one  except  Noel  Sai^atis  expressed  dec(  nt 
concern  at  the  news  {>['  I'od's  deatli  :  and  all.  including 
Noel,  r<  It  a  great  relief. 

The  party  on  Fisher  Creek  now  con-istt d  of  old  J(  ssie 
Sabatis  and  hi  r  son  Xoel.  Su'  Jolm  d(  la  U(  ward  and 
his  dauglitcr  June,  Captain  Saylc,  Ian  MaeLuiii,  and 
Thomas  Sniekiii,  and  Amos  Dingh  wlun  he  wasn't 
paddling  to  and  from  Plaster  liock.  The  ])la.iis  of  Sir 
John  ajid  the  other  outsiders  we  already  know  in  llie 
rouc-Ji.     Tiiev  remained  on  Fisiur  Creek  onl\-  in  consider- 
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ation  for  Jani.  s  Rrward.  and  prrhap-  n  littl<  in  curiosity 
conccrnin!;  Alicf  and  Pch  r.  Old  Ji>sif  and  li-v  son 
saw  tlif'ir  I'liturc  i)liiin  and  conit'oitalik'.  No' 1  l>ad 
money— sevcrHl  small  baps  full  of  it- -whicli  ho  had 
dug  out  of  the  ground  in  Tod  Heward's  clearing  ; 
and  Jessie  liad  two  hundred  dollars  which  Jatncs 
He-ward  had  given  her.  and  tifly  dollars  from 
Hoi)  Sayle.  and  a  tiny  gold  watch  from  June  de  la 
Reward.  They  would  go  to  thf  re^ervation  on 
the  l)i[T  rivrr  before  autumn  and  there  live  in 
lu\m-y  Milh  then-  relatives.  They  would  eat  well, 
three  times  ev- ry  day  of  the  yi  ar.  and  never  lack 
tol)aeco  for  their  pipes  of  blackened  clay.  Jessie  would 
doa.  litth'  doctoring  ;  and  Noel  w(.uld  gather  drift-w-  od, 
and  split  the  kindlings,  and  ])erhaps  sit  a  few  traps  for 
mus(piasli  if  he  felt  inclii\ed  that  way.  They  would  be 
coinfi»rfa!  'e  ;ind  happy  enough. 

Mr.  Mrs.   Peter  Warren  arrived  at   tlie  clearing 

at  three  /chick  of  a  line  afternoon,  with  a  i>asket  of 
Widow  Carson's  "  riz  "  biscuits  and  lu'nu-made  pieserves 
and  Washington  pie  amidships.  Th(  y  Ivul  passed  the 
night  with  th(^  widow  ;  id  set  her  in  n  ilutter  ol  romance 
that  would  last  h'r  the  balance  of  her  earthly  life.  They 
had  brought  her  their  photographs  in  silver  frames  and 
a  gold  neeklac<'  from  New  York.  H<r  delight  and 
admiration  had  done  much  to  hearten  them  for  the 
rest  of  th<'ir  jom-ney. 

Alice  was  the  fust  to  step  ashore  :  and  that  was 
natural,  as  she  had  occupied  the  buw  of  the  ean(*e.  Hut 
she  was  the  Ih'st  to  climb  the  bank  and  maki'  known 
their  arrival.  I*eter  followctl  slowly  and  dieepishly. 
carrying   the   wonderful  lootl   of  the   widov.'s   cookiny. 
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JuiH'  Avas  the  first  to  rcnch  the  l)ri(le  at  tlio  top  of  the 
hank.  Slic  put  h<r  arms  around  her.  kissed  her  warmly 
and  said.  "  \n[\  sly  little  idiot,  you  should  In  spanked." 
Alice  was  ehanned  with  the  fireetinj,',  calkd  .Tune  a  dear, 
kissi'd  her  I  w  i''e  ;ind  said  th.at  slie  hoped  that  she  anil 
Hot)  had  sto])])e(l  running  arinuid  and  eaugrht  eaeh  other 
at  l.ist.  Then  Sir  John  appeared  from  his  tent 
with  his  hands  full  of  plans  and  caleulations  con- 
cerninir  the  Kio  Santos,  and.  with  an  absent-minded 
air,  kissed  tlirm  both.  He  tiien  advanecd  to  the 
groou).  siiook  his  jiaiid  and  nlieved  liim  of  )>'«  ba.sket 
of  ])rovisions. 

Vou  are  married.  I  sujipose."  lie  said. 
Ves,    sir,"    replied    Ptter.      '"  ^Ve    were    married    at 
IMaster    Hoek — on    our    way    out.       Parson's     name     is 
Green." 

•■  What   <lo(s  James  think  of  it  ?  " 

'■  We  don't  kn<iw.  Aliee  says  she  ean  handle  him 
— anil  1  beliexc  lu  r.  ^Ve  liaven't  written  to  him. 
We  think  our  b(  st  plan  is  [o  d\u:  in  here  and  wait  for 
him." 

"  Undoubli'dly."  afirecd  Sir  John.  '"James  may  be 
a  very  formidable  fellow  on  hi^  own  stamping-ground, 
but  I  think  he  is  harndess  enough  in  the  woods.  Hy  tno 
way.  what's  in  this  basket  ?  '' 

'J'he  long  youth  showed  it.  The  knight  helped  himself 
to  a  big  section  of  Washington  pic  and  returned  to  the 
tent  and  Ju's  calculations. 

Alice  soou  found  ;in  opportunitv  for  a  private  talk 
with    Hob. 

\  ou  must  know  that  I  am  the  person  named  by  your 
lathi  r  iii_lhal^sccrci  letter."  she  said. 
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"  That  i>,  wliat  I  have  always  })rIi(V((l,"  said  lioh. 

'■  FatluT  U(\-iT  told  rue  in  so  inniiy  words — ])nt  of 
Cftursi-  that  is  it,"  she  said.  "  It  is  one  (tf  tlic  st>]|)i(Ust 
things  I  ever  heard  o|,  and  the  most  unjust.  I  told 
Peter  al)out  it  as  soon  as  we  began  to  know  each  otlier, 
and  he  said  that  all  I  have  to  do  is  to  gi\-f  it  haek  to  vou. 
I  was  afraid  I  should  have  to  keep  it.  l)cea)ise  it  was  left 
to  me  in  a  will." 

'•  Hut  I  don't  want  it." 

"  \(  ither  do  I.  It  is  yours  by  right,  and  you  must, 
take  it.      ^'our  father  intended  it  for  you.  Ijoh." 

"■  Xo,  I  don't  want  it  or  need  it.  Aliee.  Can't  ^ou 
and  IVter  use  it  '.''  V'lw  millions  odd  would  set  \du  two 
up  very  nicely  in  housekeeping." 

•■  Please  tlon't  talk  like  that,  or  I'll  think  _\('U 
suspict  me  of — of  wanting  your  money.  Vou  know 
that  is  not  so.  Hob.  Please'  sav  that  vou  will  take 
it." 

■■  When  you  get  it.  I'll  help  you  to  give  it  axsay.  How 
will  tliat  flu  '.''  We  can  build  and  (  nduw  a  hospital  with 
it — the  Reward-Sa\le  Ilosijital.  Isn't  that  a  biioht 
idea  ?  " 

"  Peter  suggested  sometliing  of  the  I;ind.  He  seemed 
to  know  that  you  wouldn't  take  it  —  thouirh  I  ean't  sec 
why.  eonsidering  it  is  as  nnich  yours  as  if  he  had  put  it 
into  your   hands."' 

'■  ?\Iy  dear  girl,  that  is  just  wliat  he  difl  not  do, 
whatever  his  inti  ntions  may  have  been.  He  put  it 
into  your  hands.  But  what  does  it  matt(  r  ?  N<  ither 
of  us  wants  it.  and  IMer  doi-sn't  want  it.  so  we'll  do 
something  big  and  line  with  it  together,  to  ou.r  evi  r- 
-\>  iuJi  we  gel  li. 
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"  I?()l)  you  ;iw  a  deaf  !  —  Ixit  why  do  yon  say  that  ? 
— '  when  we  ffct  d  '  -and  in  tliat  lone  of  voice  'i  Siiiv  ly 
you  don't  think  that  I  am  not  tlic  jurson  naiiud  in  thf 
Itltcr.  I  know  for  sure  that  I  am  l!ic  oir  your  fathf  r 
was  always  })(st(>ring  you  jiI)out." 

"  I  am  sure  tliat  you  are  the  heiress  Init  wlirre  live 
millions  and  nine  Inuidrrd  aiid  niiuty  thousands  of 
dollars  ar(  eoneerntd.  serin;.'  is  Ix  lievintf.  It  is  easier 
to  Avrite  about  them  than  to  produce.  ^V(  "II  ask  your 
fatJK  1-  to  sliow  il  to  us  whiii  we  see  him  ;  and  \\r  won't 
worry  hIxmiI  il   in  tli'    nnantimc" 

The  ne\l  few  days  parsed  ha])])dy  and  ]>i  acefully 
on  [''isher  ('r(  (  k.  in  ^piie  of  a  littji'  rain  and  a. 
r(turn  of  hiackdlies  in  force.  1\  ter  and  .Mice 
fortfiit,  I'or  hours  to'^tiii  r.  tlv  nittr\itw  that  lay 
I M  fore  tluni.  Sir  .h-'ui  wint  ))a(k  to  !us  Faniih/ 
Dtscrnf  nflcr  he  had  carri<.(l  tiie  plans  f^r  tlir 
expiditi.  n  .IS  far  as  ])(>s>il>l(  \\\\\\  tjie  uuormation 
at  hind.  June  and  Hoh  \\{\\\  lishin^-  uji  and  down 
sfiiam.  without  fi  ar  of  old  I'od  oi-  anythinj^  in 
tJK  world.  Tli<  ^■  Will  lo  In  niarriid  ui  London,  in 
till'  ehiu'cii  that  was  nearest  (he  spot  av  hi  re  thry  had 
first  srrri  1  a'h  <'lh<i"  .md  that  would  la-  .St.  Maiiui's- 
iii-t  h'  -l'"i'lds.  TIk  y  ])l;umi  d  th'ir  xvcddni^  day.  and 
the  t'  \\  I.i'iidou  da\s  fn  iojjou,  and  f  hr  lon^  \(i_\air<  to 
Hra/il.  Thi  y  imagined  the  cil  y  at  the  mouth  of  thf 
Itiu  Santos  and  the  v>iy  huu.se  in  whicli  .Iun<  would 
reside  whili  fh''  (xixdition  wns  u])  co\intry.  Su  Jolm 
kntw  th'  city  and  a  nunil)»  r  of  Kni;lish  i)((i})le  resident 
there,  Thev  cvcu  pictured  \hv  return  of  the  «  \p(  dition, 
;uid  .JMMe  lookmiT  "ut  from  the  yrcen  gallery  of  hi'r  yellow 
\\a!led  housi   and  seejinr  Hoh  hast(  nmu;  aloiiy  (Ik    wjiite 
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stiTtt  \vith  a  sack  of  R(»I(I  dust  <>m  liis  shculdcr. 
Tlicy  looked  into  thr  {'uUut  uitli  the  cigfr  (\«s 
and  happy  iinapinalions  of  children  ;  but  as  the 
evening  shachiws  hiigth(iicd  across  the  \vil(h  rn«  ss  t  hi  y 
always  harked  back  to  the  wonder  ajid  attgic  of  the 
pabt. 


I  IIAI'TI'.K    XXIX 


■\]\i:  DisiMiiiiriANc  I", 


A  MOS  i)IX(.IJ';  lM<.ii;^lit  Mr.  Janus  I{<\\;ti(l  up  iVoiii 
'»  IM;i>.|(  I  !{(.(  k.  Aiiuis.  \\]u)  had  t:i!s(  n  tilt  iiiinlit  y 
li'iiit'  I  mil .  1 1,1(1  lilt  t  1 1ll  iiiilliuiiaiif  t  li>  rt-  i|iiitf  li\  dial  iff. 
.fjiiHs.  \\]\i<  h.iil  |,,st  wcii'lit  ami  ittfaiiitd  it  fii  I'Vlnr 
*  I'ftk-  li  I'l  l"^t  il  aL;ain.  .M<uc  than  that,  lit-  luitl  lost 
■'"-  nii|(l\.  ii|)(niiiitiy  fijt.ui'.  'J"li(  niiitlf  Itiiiiitl  iiiin  a 
<  III  I  1 1,  vs  tii(ii|..iiii.,ii.  '!"(  II  Mill.  '  <>l  I  In-  flip  \\t  If  1.1  him  I 
'li'Mi  win  II  tiny  iln  w  mar  |u  tin  ir.i  which  lit  s.  >-.t 
1"'^  \\:itM.  |iis|  hiN.u  tin  p.Mij  whitli  is  (•aU--itl  l.\  1  hf 
«  iiliaiit(    ..I    t  ill    (  n  I  k    iiitii  I  hf  'ri.k!.|iit  . 

Hill   th'    Majm    wiiti    In  \fii  ?  '"  aski d  .\iiiiis. 
"'  ^  '  ^-     h'      wi'ili     til     iiM  ."'     iijihiii    .l;iiiiis    111    !'.    (lull 
\<  nil. 

'I  \\.i  -  :  ;.'iii  I  hi  iippi  I'.i.I.  i.i'  that  I  In  i  r  h;;i  w  t  Imiml 
hiiii.  V.  Ill  tin  Mil  nil  .  "■  Wt  liiiind  hiiii  up  viinlii. 
th  t  p  ris  a  wiil  au"  with  pltuU  i.|'  incks  ati.p  ut 
him  " 

^  "U  linl  rii'hi."  '-ani  .hinn  s.  tin    ii,m    <>\  hi--  \iiiff  a^ 

ililll  }l>;  bt't'orf .  I    >'m!\    \V!^h    III     h;M!    I  i  i  •:    Lm!!!!!   a    vi:.!' 
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;ii,'n--iii  wliicli  cnsc  I  should  not  have-  -sliould  not  now 
l)c  tlir  fool  tJiat  I  a)ii.  It  was  madness  !  Amos,  what 
sort  ol'  sons  ha\c  yon.  if  any  ■'  I)(*  \  on  trust  tliiin  ? 
It'  you  do.  st<  {)  it.     Don't.'' 

■■  I  ha\  .  one  son  Hvin' — and  you  can  hotelier  sw(ft 
Idr  I  trust  him  I  My  sons  were  nun.  inistei  ;  and  they 
proved  it — and  two  of  \  in  j,'ot  killid  provin'  it."' 

The  nulhonaire  (hd  not  ha\'e  aiiythin<,'  to  say  to  that, 
and  th<'  woodsman  (Hd  not  athl  anythinjj  to  it.  They 
continued  the  journey  in  sih  nee.  Amos  had  intended 
to  aserrlain.  l)y  a  lew  haihui.^  (jiustions.  if  James  was 
awan-  oi'  his  daujditcr's  i  s(;ipa(h'  ;  and  il'  he  was  not 
aware,  to  l)nak  it  to  him  ^t  ntly  :  and  it'  lie  was,  to  «  ase 
his  mind  ahout  it.  Hut  the  niinionair( 's  (pieslion 
aliout  hi->  sons  had  ptieked  hi>  iiinjxr.  Wlio  tlie  (hvil 
was  James  Hewanh  whose  i  ,irs  had  l-e(  n  liii(<l  with  the 
eiiid^  o|'  dollai's  instead  of  with  t  lie  snap  of  liulU  t--  in  t  lie 
ail',  to  ask  him  if  he  tnided  jiis  sons  ?  lli>.di  and  anjjry 
pridr.  and  niic  I'  suddi  iil\  iiii-haiiijled  and  ready  to  lind 
;  (  lief  in  <<ailis  and  hjow  -..  eoiit  iiiiK  i|  f  o  h(  at  Amos  I  )i,i4>|e's 
de(  p  ehf-t   for  an  hour. 

James  |{(  svai'd  went  asJio|-(  h*  a\iiv.  elimlxd  tin  hank 
like  an  old  m.m  atid  smiii  d  paiiil'ully  at  those  who 
weieomid  liiin  h.iek.  .Mice  was  tinilied  l,y  his  iipjKar- 
anee  and  manner 

■'Are  \ou  ill'.'*"  sjie    isl^i  d.      "  Wliit    is  t  li.    matter'.'' 

Is    it     lll\     '.'lult    .' 

'■  I  am  not  ill  :  :iiid  wli:.te\(  r  the  iiiatl(  r  is.  it  is  ikpI 
\(iur  fault.  Kill.""  ansWfied  ,l;uiii ''.  (df<  et  ionati  !\\  "  U 
i-oidd  iie\(r  ha\e  In  en  \oiir  I'.iiill.  I  w.ant  to  talk  to 
\  on  and  Uoh  and  Join i  hud  Ix  t  ter  ja  ar  w  ha!  I  lia\  c  to 
^iiV.  too.       f'iiiiji   I'oij  .ilullg,  di;.i.      J    liii.  wdl  VuU  lunie 
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this  way  lor  ;i  l'(  w  iniuutcs — us  a  iiutnbcr  ol'  lliis  pKi'ious 
I'jiiuily." 

He  1(  fl  the  WAV  to  the  kni^'liL"s  tdit  and  sat  flown 
on  the  empty  hox.  Sir  John  I'olloucil  him.  Alice  and 
IJol)  ('ollo\\((l  close  on  the  knight's  liccls.  Alice  looked 
afraid  and  consci(nce-strik(  n. 

Janus  told  them  all  of  the  extraordinary  clause  in 
the  will  of  the  late  Kobiit  N.  Sayk,  ami  of  the  s  aled 
letter.  He  told  it  Itriefly  and  clearly,  in  a  low  voice, 
without  conmunt,  ga/ing  at  the  fjronnd  as  he  talked. 
Tlu  re  was  nothing  new  in  tliis  to  Alice  or  I?ol).  Sir 
John  <lid  not  say  anything,  l)ut  looked  vastly  puzzled. 

"Tile  peison  named  in  the  Utter  is  my  dauj^httr 
Alie<-."  said  Jan"'^  lil'ling  his  h(  ad  and  looking  gloomiiy 
ill  fill-  knight. 

Sii'  John  glanciti  at  Alice 

"It  is  a  grmt  deal  of  money,''  he  rcmaiked 
calmly. 

"  I  ki\ew  it  :  iind  so  did  Hob,"  said  Alice.  "  We  have 
talked  about  it  again  and  again  an<l  he  do<  sn"t  want 
it.  and  I   won't  hixve  it." 

"  It  was  your  money.  ne\(it ht  le^s."  said  h<  r  fath(  r. 
"  \ Ours  iiv  law  and  l^lll  s  by  i.ght  -  and  1  am  resjionsible 
to  you  for  it.  m  the  c  y  s  of  thf  law.  and  b<  fore  t  h** 
li\ing  and  thi'  (had.  It  wa^  trusttd  to  me  by  the  man 
who  trusted  ni'',  and  never  found  m<'  unw<>rlh\'  of  his 
trust,  j'or  tweiitv-livi'  \cais  Ix  fore  his  death.  In^teael 
ofaetnig  when  I  >hotdel  have  aeteel,  I  came'  up  here-  te» 
■how  I  he  old  maeiiii.iie  whi'  wa^  my  father  what  a  great 
person  I  h.nl  grown  to  lie  m  spie  of  my  miserable  child- 
liooei  aiiel  Ins  '-rue  I  treatment.  It  was  vanity  tjiat 
hre>u>'iil   me'  jure.      And    i   ii  It    m\    iar>in(--s   winch  WHh 
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iilsd  tlif  business  (»!'  thousands  of  j)i oplr  wIid  tr\i-t(<l  n\v 
and  Ixlirvcd  in  inc.  in  tlie  luinds  of  my  sons.  That  is 
wliat  I  did — at  a  tinu-  when  tlic  l>nsintss  of  the  AvhoK- 
worhl  ^•  as  uusetth'd.  I  trusted  luy  sons,  of  eourse  ; 
hut  that  was  my  fault,  not  theirs.  I  had  taught  tluiu 
all  that  th''y  knew  of  business.  I  eonsMU-red  them  safe 
and  cautious  men.  They  liad  not  sJiown  any  desire  to 
risk  their  skins  ;  and  how  shoulil  I  know  tli.it  they  w<re 
hraN'e  fellows  \\ith  mon(  y  two  of  the  bravest  in  New 
York." 

Alice  embraeril  him.  lie  fried  Jicr  arms  from  liis 
n< ck  and  pushi d  lb  r  gently  !)ut   firmly  aside. 

""Wait."  he  said.  ■■  Lrt  me  liiiisl'  my  st<iry  and 
th"  II  \ou  can  liut;  me  if  you  want  to."" 

■"  W'hv  nol  (lit  it  short  '.'  "'  suLr;;es!(d  JJoi).  '"  I-et  us 
kiio\v  the  w  o-st .'" 

■■  Die  Aorst.""  said  .laiias.  ••  It  is  ali  that.  \\\vn  I 
reaeheij  New  \'ork  ue  wt  re  tott(iuii,'.  we  w<  re  ;:oiu<r 
down,  (N  (  r\  thin<,f  was  slid  in  lt,  wc  uire  within  a  few  hours 
ol'  vuin  and  our  freiids  w  (  I'e  on  us  like  a  |)a<  k  of 
w  olves." 

'"  \Ve  ".'' "  ({urried  Hob.  '"Do  you  iin  an  tin  lirm  of 
Sayle  and   .Scar  ".''  " 

■"  That  is  what  I  mean.  The  lio\s  had  sci  u  a  way  of 
fciiati  luiii,'  lift\'  millions  of  dollars  that  didn't  Ix  !(iiit(  to 
tlicni  out  of  the  markil  and  that  s  isii.n  (  ..st  tin  m  trii 
millions  that  didn't  belcULr  to  them.  1  sa\cd  the  iirm's 
name;  nmi  tliat  is  all  t  lui'  is  jtfl  >>['  it.  I  eouldnl 
have  done  c\(  11  that  mii.h  lait  for  vi.iir  disinheritance. 
IJol).  1  threw  that  in  and  played  it  fnr  all  it  was  worth. 
It  sa\cd  the  name  that  my  sons  had  L,^amb|ed  \\itli." 

■'    \vi-    Villi    riiiiii'd  '.''  "    risked     Mice. 
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■'  I  ;mii  ;is  I  \Mi:>  I wciii  v -!i\c  xcnrs  n^c  ;  .'iinl  you  hyc 
not  ;in  hciicss,  I  In  1<I  on  to  our  conntty  home — liul 
tiiat  is  vours.  Ami  uiy  liooks  mikI  your  inoth('r\  liooks 
and  jewels  and  t-ar  arc  \ours.  That  is  tin'  licst  I  cJiu 
do  for  von.  ki<l.      1  am  sorry." 

James  stared  at  the  (^q-ound  and  Ih''  olh'  rs  stared  at 
him.     Aliet'  \ve])t  sih  ntly. 

'■  This  is  v(  ry  nnl'ortunidi  .""  sai<l  Sir  .lohn.  '"  I  had 
no  idea  thai  such  thinLTs  could  ha])])(ii  so  suddeidy  to 
millions  of  money.'" 

James  Lrlanced  a1   him  duUw 

"■  When  Cools  t^'o  mail.  an\  thini:  (  an  liappi  n  t  •>  moiK  y." 
he  I'eplied.  ""  l>ut  that  UKHiey  was  n<it  mad(  li\  jiiayiii" 
the  market.  .Sa\lc  and  Sear  w (  re  not  namiilns:  and 
now  th'  \'  are  not  liinii-"" 

'•  Ihil  it"  \  on  ar(  sipiare  wiMi  Ih''  world.  wh\  not  star! 
a^ain  ?  "'  said  the  km'j.lil.  "  ^  oii  li;i\(  the  kn"wlcd:'i, 
III-  ;d»ilil\  and  lln  name  and  I  lleids  I  tan  liud  \ou  a 
111  1  le  capital,   my  dear  \\  liow  ." 

■"No."  said  the  other.  "I  owe  nearly  si\  millions 
liiid  1  am  do\>.  11  and  out.  Il  .Mice  doe^  iio(  sen<l  no  to 
iail.  ril  tro  raiimiiL;  and  tiv  to  Ioilm  t   it."" 

At  that,  .Mice  rushed  .'it  iiim  auain  aii'l  a;i,'aiii  clasjx'd 
him  in  her  aims.  This  lime  sju-  h' Id  him  liuhL  S;i 
John  and  lioh  sMpp.ed  hasj  il\  out  ol'  t  he  1 1  nt .  lloh  w<  nl 
si  rai<rht  to  I'eter  W';-!  leii.  who  -ti.od  t  wi  nty  \ards  ,i\\a\ 
lookiUL'  \'er\'  aii\i  'US  and  \ouiiu  and  lanky. 

'"  ,Iami  s  and  \  our  \"  it'c  are  ha\  iiii:  ''  litl  le  talk  a  Won  I 
mone\'  and  otiier  lamilx  matt'  is.  .-.nd  il'  I  w  (  re  xcu  I'd 
linlt  in  oil  tie  in  in  a  tew  minutis."  said  lioh.  ""  Now  s 
II  I,-  hill.    ti.  till  iiim  all  ahoul   il .      I   lliiiik  you  "11  liiid   lii'^- 

;  •  •  1 1 11 1 '  - ' ' ;; '  iv    H  '  ~^  i  t   •     i  M  ii  r  i  I    \V  t  ; ;  *  i  •     '  ' '  i  i !  t  i : ;    i '     :  •  ■   :»;;"'  . 
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1'.  tcr  stoiul  just  oufsidc  tlic  tciil   for  M  vcial  iiiinul<  s, 
i,'i\iii!^  v:\r   to   sobs   an  1    hrokcti    whispers    iVi.,!)    within. 
lie  ahuost  wished  hinis«H"  l)aek   on  the  lieM  of  l)a1tle, 
with  the  guns  of  Mr.   Stoke     hut   not   (pute.   for  Alie«' 
would  not  be  there.      He  tried  to  yive  himself  eoiuaj;< 
to  eu'er  tlie  tent  by  reeallinif  to  nuiid  ever\  exeeptionally 
courarrc  (His  thing  lie  hail  done  in  l-'lauders  ami   France, 
only  to  realize  tlia.t  there  wert-  several  kinds  of  courage 
and  that  he  was  shy  of  one  kin-l.     Then  he  had  to  cheer 
hiniself  witji  the  thou<rht   that    he  was  a   luarrud   man. 
a  landed  jiroprii  tor  in  Nova.  Scotia,  and  the  part  ov.nei 
of  a   llouridiuig  mill,  and  that   th'-  lady  within  was  his 
own    lawful    weddt  (1    wife.     Tlu  re    was    (  li.  er    in    that 
thought.  l)ut  no  inspiration  to  enter  the  tent.     .\t    last 
he  drew  a  <ieip  biiath.  ducked  his  head  ami  stund>le(l 
Within. 

Alice,  who  sat  oii  h'^r  father's  kne.  s.  looked  up  at  him 
w  ith  a  teai--s1aiiied  face  and  shining  eye  s.  .lames  lookt  d 
at  him  with  a  fixed  and  uloouiy  r(  gard. 

••Is  tliere  an\thing  I  can  do?'  askid  1VI(  f,  \n  a 
shaking  voice. 

•■  Wiio  thi'  di  vil  are  you  ?  "  returned  .laiiu  s. 
Pettr  gasped  and  looked  to  his  wife  for  Ik  Ip      but    sIm 
did    notiung   r.ore    h' Ipfni    than    smile   at    Inm    thiongh 
h   r   tears.  \ 

•11  am  Peter  \\'arr<n      as  you  kno\s.  sir"  said  he. 
•■  I  know  that    \ou  \i.u\  ix  tt(  r  clear  oul   of  this,"  said 
.lanie..     ••Tins   lent    is   now   oeeupi<  d,   and   tl>!-.   younir 
lad\'  is  at    present   eni;aif<d.  " 

•■  That     M)Uiig    lad\-  '"    In  <4aii    1'.  ler. 

'•  (irl     out!"     m'«irupt<d     tic      other.     "Arc     you 
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I'rlcr  s!nil((l.  lie  icU  jjcrfcctly  normal  now — even  a 
Iittl(>  hcttoi  than  normal. 

"  Von  had  better  keep  yonr  temper,  Mr.  I?ewar(l," 
he  said,  '"  or  I  may  lose  mine — a  thinfr  I  should  he  very 
sorry  to  do  niider  the  eireumstai'ees — considerini^  who 
you  are  and  all  that  sort  of  thin/,'.  Sit  still  !  Keep 
yonr  hair  on  !  Alice,  wliy  are  you  ciying  ?  Has  lie 
sai<i  anytlii)>fr  to  hurt  you  ?  " 

Alice  turned  and  hid  her  face  ajjainst  her  i'atlu  r's 
shoulder.  James  sat  like  a  man  of  stone,  staring  at  the 
lanky  youth  in  profound  amaz(  nient,  unahle  to  speak, 
his  lost  millions  forgotten. 

'■  If  you  have  anything  unpleasant  to  say,  you  will 
oblige  me  hy  saying  it  to  me."  eontiimed  l'(ter.  "  1{(  - 
nieniher  that  in  the  future  -  and  if  I  (ind  you  again  saying 
anything  to  iii  r  to  make  her  cry  I'll  knoek  yom*  I  ma\ 
ioiget  who  >ou  are  and  do  sonu  thing  disrtsjxcl  fully," 

James  raised  the  gills  faee  from  his  shoulder  and 
looki  il  at  lu  r. 

Is  your  friend  mad  ?  "  he  asked. 

She  sh  lok  lur  h«  ad. 

"  (an  you  tell  me  anything  about  him.  kid  ?  " 
\'es,  dear.      1  married  him,"  she  said. 

'■  .Vnd  I  married  her,"  said  l'et<  r. 

"  \'ou  !  "  exel.aimed  Heward.  in  a  voice  in  \vhieh  rM;,re 
ci'aeked  through  the  duller  note  of  incrcdulit \'.  He 
trembled  with  his  ( I'fort  at  s(  If-eontrol.  "Well,  you 
:uc  fooled,"  he  said,  bitterlv.  '"  Alice,  tcl!  him  about 
it." 

•■  Ilr  knows, ■■  she  rcp!i(d.  "' At  least  lie  knows  that 
I  didn't    take   a   single  d'-llar  of  f  hat   m^ne)'.      Peter,  he 
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"  I  am  sorry,"  said  IVtcr.  "  I  am  piHty  wcW  tix(d, 
sir,  in  a  small" way  ;  and  if  a  few  thousands  would  lulp 
you  I  think  I  could  raise  them." 

James  ^hovc-d  liis  daughtc  r  off  his  knee. 

"  Go  away,  both  of  you,"  he  said.  '"  Hun  away  and 
play,  and  leave  me  to  snuike  a  ei|j;ar  in  peace." 


(FlAITKIi    XXX 

T^nr:  liniuci;.'!  (ln\vnr;ill  or.J.iiiHs  Kiwjinl  inspired  Sir 

i        .lohii  fo  ni;ikc  a  l(.ii<r  h<,j.  Iniuard  in  Jus  book  and 

wrilc  \\v  last   diai)!.!-  t>\'  Fai/iih/  Dr.srnil.       K\(u  as   jii< 

wioir    th-    last    \v(,rd  of  it,    Ud.  Saylr  sit    to  work  at 

pilllin;,'  up   lilC   pcrrs  ,,f  his  icnt. 

XotI  Subalis  had  found  the  canoe  whicii  Pod  Hewanl 
had  salvaji^cd  and  iudden  in  tlic  l.nshcs.  and  Amos  had 
lionowed  aiiotli.r  IVom  a  fritiid  of  liis  on  the  Tol)i(]ue  : 
and  so  thr  whole  ])ady.  incliidinj,r  the  .Mali sects,  wcic 
aole  to  make  the  outward  trip  toi,'(  ther  as  far  as  INasld- 
IJoek.  There  thi'  (»utsi(k"rs  j>arted  iVoin  Amos  UinjLjIe 
and  old  Jessie  and  Xoel. 

rpon    airivintr   in    Xew    \'ork,    Jaiucs   and    Alice   and 

P.  ler  \\arrcn  wc  nt  one  way  and  Sir  John  and  June  and 

l?ol»    Sayle    anotlur.      Tlie    Reward    party    went    home. 

the    de   \i    UcwnnI    party    to  a    (jui<  t    liot(  1.      Sir   John 

telephoned    word     of     itieir    arrival     to     Major     Archie 

Wallace  and    then    made    iiMiunics    couccrnin"    sailin", 
,..!.. ..!  ■■'  ^ 
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Tlu'    Mn\nv    ;.u.l    Tail    Macl.ian    (N'll-d    on    tlu    (U    la. 
Ucwanls     iimnc.liai.lv     after    (liiinrr.        Airhcr's     i  yi  s 
l.,.,k(Ml    hc.tU-r,    aii'l    h"   tnl,!    P.-.l.   that    he   was   sll•l•l)ln^' 
.s.,mi.llv     and     divam!-.  s^ly     .a.  ry     sccmd     nit^dit.     The 
ini^rhtv    liuntcr.    tc..    npiMaiv.l    cJiauLTd.      His    fratiins 
u(iv  uiialt.M.l  and  iu-  was  iinlli.r  faticr  n.-r  leaner  lu 
Ijhc  .,!•  l)...ly  :    l)ut   li.'  di.l  n«'t   l.H.k  cxaetly  like  tlu'  Ian 
oi"  (.1(1.     The  ehanu'c  \^as  in  111.'  eN])nssi..n  «.f  his  face  ; 
yrs,    an.l     in     his     niann.-r.       He    listened    and    talk.  .1 
l,..,s  than    ..1    oh\.       11. ■    did     n..t     ni.iiti.>n     u     lion     <-r 
li.r.T    ,,iiee    durinu'  Ha     hM    I'-""'    "i    '^'^    '■•'"•      •^'■*1"'' 
sp..ke    ..p.nlv    l.ei-r.'    hnn    ..f    th.'   <  xpe.lita.n    t..    \Un 
Sant.is.    ;ind'  Ik-    did     not     sn-ii.  st     his    j..inint:     it     hy 
l,,.,k  ..r   \v<n-,l.       A    niMuth    au^..    he    would    have    lakdi 
c.n.man.l   ..f    the    .■NiM-dil  i..n    hv    l.-ir.  .       IVher    (  n  <  h 
hM  t.,,;-!.'    I.nu    his   i  nie   nn)>.>rtau.e   m    the  seheiiu-  (-1 
I  lun:;s. 


(;,|,l;,in  Ih.iH  It  Saxi..  M.(  .,  av,..k.  in  IIh-  !M,ii....in  ol 
|,i>  in.Hl.-,t  Hal  ..IT  I  haiin-  *  i'--  >>"-<•■  '"  >'"•  *'''>  "' 
l.Mnd.>n.  an.l  i.ain.l  tiie  suiislune  stnannn-  m  Intwttn 
thehall-.lravvneurlains..rhis..p.n%vin.l..w.  He  glanced 
ul  his  xsatel.  an.l  l.-iMM-.l  ..nt  ..f  1m  d.  The  du..r  opened 
and  Thontas  Snieken  looke.l  in. 

'•  Hnakh.st  is  up.  sir.  an.l  y  >uv  hath  is  nadv,"  he  s;u<l. 
'■  hook  a!iv.  .  Ml.  r-r  I.  n-th:ity  l  /•  ro  hour." 


.3ii; 
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Hoi)  cn'f  red  Mir  h.ithroimi  .-  and  Tom,  in  the  siltin:^- 
ri)(,!ii.  lucird  somcthini^  like  this  : — 

.'.Iijor  Wh.tf  of  B,'(If-r.l,  lunj.ty  umpt\-  wiciuli 
X'.vr  l-nt  a  shillin«,  iicvc-r  lost  ;i  tnix  li, 
l'"'jiiglil  his  hl'.'ssr.l  bruMdifr,  fou^lit  Uv  l.l..'inin'  Hmii, 
L".!   his  bliSM'il  hfc  I),  c.ius"  lie  wtnil.lii't   In'h'  or  run. 

"  .M.ip.r  Willi.    (,f  H(-|f,,r-,|  I, .ft  ,1  I,,;irlv  wife 

S.ifo  l).'liiiii|  111   I'.r.jT.r.i,  (ir  lr.;n)  imiv  airl  strif-. 

fnij'lv  iirii()tv  lirij^jibluT  li  Miii-r  (o  li:ivi.;  sm:ii<-  fim, 

Ivjst  Ills  uin;)tv  wife  Ix-cuisc  slic  woiiliin't:  huh-  or  run  " 

'•  Sounds  like  old  times. "  said  Tom  ;  "  hut  1  wish  he 
would  iearn  a  new  one.  Wh'-n  1  ^r,t  my  papers  us 
()idu;inee  OiiieiM'  all  straight  I'll  suiji^'est  it  to  him." 
Then  lie  knoeked  on  the  door  and  cried,  ''  Douhh;  up, 
.sir,  double  up.  You've  still  to  sluive  and  eat  ano 
dress." 

Forty  minutes  later,  IJoh  and  Tom  issued  into  the 
narrow  str<(t  that  Ird  Hum  into  Chirint;  Cross  Hoad. 
Hoih  wore  Ints  oj'the  tallest  and  briglit.st,  and  coats  of 
the  slenderest  and  blackest  and  waistcoats  (.f  the 
wlut.'st  and  trousers  of  the  creasedest.  Each  wore  a 
wnil.  rosebud  in  ihe  lap  1  of  !«is  faiillNss  co.it. 
Tom  carried  a  plain  tfohi  rinjr  in  oiii'  pocket  and  an 
assortuKut  of  Treasury  and  liank  of  England  notes 
in  another. 

When  they  came  into  the  open  they  saw  the  awning' 
alxtve  the  heads  of  the  hurr\  in<r  people,  and  -s  they 
d'cw  nearer  they  saw  the  nd  carpet  that  crossed  the 
pavement  and  eliudx-d  the  stops  to  the  door  of  the 
•  •hurcii.  Ti.v-  b(  lis  were  rint^ja^r  as  they  reachc<l  the 
carpel,  and   ifle.uiiin:,'  cai's  were  rollinrr   ,ip^  y,i,j   p,.r,ple 
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in  thp   kindly,   curious  crowil   looked   at   the   two  and 
Muihcl. 

"  lU'  caRful  you  don't   fuiidih    the  riii)^  wluii  I  ])us% 
it  to  vou.''  ^vllisp(  red  T'UiK 
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